
 
Inland Wetlands Agency  

February 3, 2020, 6:30 PM 

Council Chamber | Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 

4 So. Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT  
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AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

 A. January 21, 2020 Draft Minutes 

01-21-2020 IWA Minutes-Draft 

3 - 4 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS  
 

 A. Application of the Mansfield Non-Profit Housing Development 

Corporation (owner/applicant) for a multifamily development at 

113-121 S. Eagleville Rd (Parcel ID 16.57.5)(IWA File W-1612) 

 

Tabled to March 2, 2020 Public Hearing. 

 

 

 B. W1611-1- Application of J.E. Shepard Company and Capstone 

Collegiate Communities-Construction of a 358-unit multi-family 

Development-1621 Storrs Road and Middle Turnpike (Assessor 

Parcel IDs 9.23.1, 9.23.7 and 9.23.8) 

 

Tabled to March 4, 2020 Public Hearing. 

 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS  
 

 A. Application of Hull Forest Products for a Jurisdictional Ruling to 

Conduct a Timber Harvest at  971 and 979 Warrenville Rd and 

Adjacent Vacant Parcel to the North-Assessor Parcel IDs 6.51.3, 

6.52.5, and 6.51.4 (File # J-16) 

J-16 971 Warrenville Rd-Timber Harvest-Staff Memo 

J-16 Application 

J-16 Attachments and Maps 

5 - 20 

 

 B. Application of J. Randazzo for a Jurisdictional Ruling to Conduct a 

Timber Harvest on a Vacant Parcel located on the North Side of 

Pleasant Valley Road-Assessor Parcel ID 36.88.90-(File # J-17) 

J-17 Pleasant Valley Rd-Timber Harvest- Cardinal-Staff Memo 

J-17-Application 

J-17 Notification of Timber Havest and Map 

21 - 30 

 

 C. Application of J. Randazzo for a Jurisdictional Ruling to Conduct a 

Timber Harvest at 209 Mansfield City Road -Assessor's Parcel ID 

31 - 39 
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32.88.1 (File # J-18) 

J-18 209 Mansfield City Rd-Timber Harvest- Stearns 

J-18 Application 

J-19 Notification of Timber Harvest and Map 
 

 D. Application of J. Randazzo for a Jurisdication Ruling to Conduct a 

Timber Harvest a 488-500 Mansfield Avenue -Assessor's Parcel ID 

37.93.4-(File# J-19) 

J-19 488-500 Mansfield Avenue -Timber Harvest- Hussey-Staff Memo 

J-19-Application 

J-19 Notification of Timber Harvest and Map 

40 - 48 

 

5. OTHER COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS  
 

 A. CT Wildlife Magazine Nov-Dec 2019 49 - 72 
 

6. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
 

7. ADJOURNMENT  
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Inland Wetlands Agency 
January 21, 2020, 6:30 PM 

Council Chamber  Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
 4 So. Eagleville Road 

Page 1 

MINUTES (Draft) 

Members Present: P. Aho, B. Chandy, L. Cooley, C. Cotton, D. Plante, K. 
Rawn, V. Ward 

Members Absent: S. Accorsi, R. Hall 

Alternates Present: J. DeVivo, K. Fratoni 

Staff Present: L. Painter, Director of Planning and Development; J. 
Kaufman, Senior Planner/Inland Wetlands Agent; J. 
Woodmansee, Planning Specialist; E. Galbraith, 
Administrative Assistant 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chair Aho called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM. Members present are Aho, Chandy, Cooley, 
Cotton, Plante, Rawn and Ward. Alternates DeVivo and Fratoni are seated for absent members. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Cooley stated that she watched the video recording of the January 6, 2020 IWA meeting. 
Chandy MOVED, Plante seconded, to approve the January 6, 2020 meeting minutes as 
presented. Motion PASSED unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS 
A. The Conservation Committee did not meet in January. 

B. Inland Wetlands Agent Kaufman reported that a notice of violation was issued to 753 
Storrs Road for tree clearing and deck installation without a wetlands review or permit.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

OLD BUSINESS 

A. Application of the Mansfield Non-profit Housing Development Corporation 
(owner/applicant) for a multifamily development at 113-121 S. Eagleville Road 
(Parcel ID 16.57.5) (IWA File W-1612) 
Rawn MOVED, Ward seconded, to schedule a public hearing on March 2, 2020 at 6:30 pm in 
the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building, 4 South Eagleville Road to hear 
comments on the application of the Mansfield Nonprofit Housing Development Corporation 
(owner/applicant) to construct a multifamily development consisting of 7 buildings, 81 parking 
spaces and associated site improvements on property located at 113-121 S. Eagleville Rd 
(Parcel ID 16.57.5) pursuant to the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations 
(File #W1612). Motion PASSED unanimously.  
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B. Application of J.E. Shepard Company and Capstone Collegiate 
Communities for construction of a 358-unti multifamily development at 
1612 Storrs Road and Middle Turnpike (Assessor Parcel IDs 9.23.1, 9.23.7 
and 9.23.8) (W1611-1) 
Cooley MOVED, Plante seconded, to schedule a special meeting of the Inland Wetlands 
Agency and  a public hearing on March 4, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the 
Audrey P. Beck Building, 4 South Eagleville Road to hear comment on the revised application 
submitted by JE Shepard Company and Capstone Collegiate Communities (IWA File 1611-1) 
under the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for 
construction of a 358-unit multi-family development in 10 residential buildings on property 
located at 1621 Storrs Road and Middle Turnpike (Assessor Parcel IDs 9.23.1, 9.23.7 and 
9.23.8) as shown on a map dated 8/22/2019, revised through 12/30/2019. Motion PASSED 
unanimously. Kaufman explained that a special meeting has been scheduled for this public 
hearing, to avoid holding two potentially lengthy public hearings on the same night. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Wetlands Citation Ordinance 
Plante MOVED, Ward seconded, to authorize the Chair to draft letter to the Town Council in 
support of modifying section 40-6 of the Town of Mansfield Code of Ordinances to be consistent 
with state statute.  Motion PASSED unanimously.  

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
Noted. 

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
None. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Aho adjourned the meeting at 6:40 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 
Emmy A. Galbraith 
Administrative Assistant 
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Audrey P. Beck Building  4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268  860.429.3330  mansfieldct.gov 

To: Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, AICP, Senior Planner/Inland Wetlands Agent 

Date: January 30, 2020 

Subject: Request for Jurisdiction Ruling-Timber Harvest- 

Location: 971 and 979 Warrenville Rd and Adjacent Parcel to the North-Assessor Parcel 

IDs 6.51.3, 6.52.5, and 6.51.4 (File # J-16) 

Applicant: M. Wood, Hull Forest Products 

Map Date: 1/20/20 

The applicant is proposing to conduct a timber harvest on three parcels on the west side of 
Warrenville Road, north of Mt Hope Road.   The harvest involves a selection harvest where the 
marked trees will be felled and removed with a forwarder and skidder.    Approximately 30% of 
the total volume of wood in the area is being removed equating to roughly 9,000 board feet of 
timber and 14 cords of firewood.  This material will be moved over an existing culverted crossing 
with a forwarder. Three White Ash trees will be removed from the wetlands system, as they will 
die due to the Emerald Ash Borer. There will be no stumping and chipping of any topwood. The 
material from the crowns of the trees will remain on the forest floor. 

Pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, certain operations and uses shall be permitted in 
inland wetlands and watercourses and upland review areas as of right.  These include grazing, 
farming nurseries, gardening and harvesting of crops and farm ponds of three acres or less 
essential to the farming operation.  Mansfield’s regulations state that farming shall be consistent 
with Section 1-1(q) of the Connecticut General Statutes, which states, “except as otherwise 
specifically defined, the words "agriculture" and "farming" shall include cultivation of the soil, 
dairying, forestry, raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural commodity, including the 
raising, shearing, feeding, caring for, training and management of livestock…”  While forestry is 
not defined in the Connecticut General Statutes, CT DEEP refers to the commonly understood 
meaning of forestry, “the science, art and practice of developing, managing, cultivating, and 
harvesting a stand of trees.”  (Agriculture, Forestry & Connecticut’s Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act, CT DEEP, November 2014, reprinted October 2016). 
 
For the above stated reasons, it is my opinion that the applicant’s activity is within the definition 
of forestry and, thus, the proposed activity is permitted as of right under the regulations. 
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If the IWA concurs with my conclusion that the proposed project is a permitted as of 

right activity pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, the following motion would be in 

order: 

___________________ MOVES, _______________________ seconds to approve a finding 

that the proposed timber harvest (IWA File #J-16)  on three parcels located at 971 and 979 

Warrenville Rd and a vacant adjacent parcel (Assessor Parcel IDs 6.51.3, 6.52.5, and 6.51.4) 

owned by Bryan and Catherine Salai and Arthur and Jana McCann as shown on a map 

1/20/2020 and as described in the associated attachments is permitted as of right pursuant to 

Section 4.1 of the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations. 

Alternatively, if the IWA believes that the proposed project is a regulated activity, the 

following motion would be in order: 

_____________ MOVE to receive the application submitted by M. Wood of Hull Forest Products 

under the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for a timber 

harvest (IWA File #J-16) located at located at 971 and 979 Warrenville Rd and a vacant 

adjacent parcel  (Assessor Parcel Id’s 6.51.3, 6.52.5, and 6.51.4) owned by Bryan and 

Catherine Salai and Arthur and Jana McCann, as shown on a map 1/20/2020 and as described 

in the application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation 

Commission for review and comments. 
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Planning Management (W-20-

0009)

Contacts (2)

Properties (1)

Inspections (7)

PLANNING MANAGEMENT

 PROJECT
 
 Case Name: Timber Harvest-Warrenville Rd  
 
 PROPERTY INFORMATION
 
 Properties: Primary: 971 WARRENVILLE RD MANSFIELD CENTER, CT

06250 (6.51.3) (6.51.3)
 

 
 INFORMATION
 
 Approval #: Status: Created  
 Case #: W-20-0009 Application Date:01/21/2020  
 Case Type: Wetlands Activity Issued Date:  
 Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling Expiration Date:  

 Online Authentication Code:  
 Description Of Work:  

 

Timber harvest. This is an improvement thinning Hull 
Forest Products is conducting at 971 Warrenville Rd on 
approximately 6 of 10 acres. Approximately 30% of the 
total volume is being removed, equating to roughly 9 
mbf of timber and 14 cords of firewood. This material 
will be moved over an existing culverted crossing with 
a forwarder. Three trees will be removed from the 
wetlands system as a sanitation effort, as they are 
White Ash and will die due to the Emerald Ash Borer. 
This is a conventional timber harvest. There will be no 
stumping and chipping of any topwood. The material 
from the crowns of the trees will remain on the forest 
floor. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

J-16

   ACTION DATES AND DEADLINES

01/20/2020

 

   PUBLIC HEARING DATES AND DEADLINES

IWA File No:

Date Application
Filed:

Deadline for
Decision:

Decision Date: Deadline to
Advertise
Decisions:

Date Decision
Advertised:

Case Type: Wetlands Activity
Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling
Start Date: 01/21/2020
Status: Created
Issued Date: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Michelle Wood ( Hull Forest Products
)
101 Hampton Rd Pomfret, CT 06259
EDIT  

SALAI BRYAN K & CATHERINE A
971 WARRENVILLE RD MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250
EDIT  

[6.51.3]
971 WARRENVILLE RD MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250

Acreage 8.6

Block 51

Historic
District?

No

Historic
Village

Mount Hope

Map 6

Natural
Diversity
Database
(NDDB)

No

Parcel ID 6.51.3

Public
Water
Supply
Watershed

Yes

Scenic
Road?

No

Subregional
Drainage
Basin

Mount Hope River

USGS
Quadrangle

Spring Hill

Within 150’
of a wetland
or
watercourse?

Yes

Zoning
Classification

RAR-90

Show all 7 Inspections

Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending

View
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Documents (1)

Tagged Cases (0)

Activities (11)

 Add Tag   PARCEL DATA

RAR-90 No

Spring Hill Yes

Mount Hope River 8.6

   PROJECT CRITERIA

Yes

16 16

Hand chopping with chainsaws, forwarder and a bell harvester.

1.27 0

0

3.1 0

Advertising Date 1: Advertising Date 2:
Deadline To Open
Public Hearing:

Deadline To Close
Public Hearing:

Date Public Hearing
Opened:

Date Public Hearing
Closed:

Zoning
Classification:

Natural Diversity
Database (NDDB):

USGS Quadrangle: Public Water Supply
Watershed:

Subregional
Drainage Basin:

Acreage:

1. How close will
the proposed
activity be from the
edge of
wetlands/watercourses?
(feet):

2. Does the area of
activity drain
towards the
wetlands/watercourses?:

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

4. Quantify the area
of disturbance
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse
(square feet):

5.
Equipment/machinery
used:

6.1a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
in the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):
6.2a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

No Description
uploaded on 01/30/2020

 
print_page_01-30-2020_5
e3346863e266-0.pdf

There are no Tagged Cases at this
time.

Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0009.
09:24:44 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0009.
09:24:13 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0009.
04:11:22 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application W-20-0007
02:52:05 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application W-20-0006
02:52:00 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman

Show all 11 Activities
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2

seeding exposed soil on either side of wetland crossing with a winter rye mix

No

6.2c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):
7.1 Describe the
material deposited
in the wetlands:

There will be no 
material deposited 
in the wetlands. 

7.2 Describe the
material deposited
within 150 feet of
the wetlands:

There will be no 
material "deposited" 
within the wetland 
buffer area. The top 
wood (from the 
crowns of the trees) 
that is too small to 
be sold as firewood, 
will be lopped and 
spread along the 
forest floor within 
150 feet of the 
wetlands. This is 
important to 
replenish the soil 
after a timber 
harvest as well as 
protect regeneration 
from deer browse 
and act as a 
sedimentation/erosi
on control method.

8. Erosion and
sedimentation
controls proposed:

Other Other:

9. Are there other
measures proposed
to protect the
wetlands/watercourses: Page 9 of 72



 

No

No No

No

10. Will the
proposed activities
impact the
wetlands/watercourses
of an adjoining
property:

11. What
alternatives have
you considered that
would have less
impact to the
wetlands/watercourses:

There is minimal 
impact to the 
wetlands. The 
crossing the 
equipment will be 
using is existing, and 
we will not be 
creating an 
alternative. The 
three ash trees in 
the wetland area 
will die if they are 
left untouched, and 
will create a hazard 
to the landowners 
and the other users 
of the forestland, 
and therefore must 
be removed.

12. Are the
activities that you
propose within 500
ft. of the adjoining
municipality:

13. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause traffic
impacts to the
adjacent
municipality:

14. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause water run-
off impacts to the
adjoining
municipality:

Conditions of
Approval:

Held For:
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January 20, 2020

Town of Mansfield
Inland Wetlands Commission
4 South EaglevilleRd.
Mansfield, CT06268

Ms. Jennifer Kaufman,

Enclosed please find the Notification of Timber Harvest Form and a Timber Harvest Map regarding a

project HullForest Products, Inc. plans to conduct on the property of Catherine & Brian Salai and Jana

McCann, located West of Mansfield Road. Thisoperation involves a selection harvest where the marked

trees will felled and removed with a forwarder or skidder. There is one stream crossings along the

network of existing woods roads. This is an existing crossing with a culvert. it is estimated that two

months of good working weather will be required to complete this operation. We understand the

sensitivity of this site and all Best Management Practices regarding Timber Harvesting as adopted by the

CT DEEPwillbe strictly adhered to. It is our understanding that this type of agricultural activity is

permitted as a Use of Right and hope that upon your review you will find the same. Please contact me if

there is any other information you may need or ifyou would like to visit the site together.

Respectfully Submitted,

/7'? iLiiI’/JL4‘CiiL<:
Michelle Wood

Forester

CT DEEPtf1254

wood@hullforest.com

603-852-4998
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NOTIFICATIONOF TIMBER HARVEST

Town: ‘

Property Location:

Lisfaiilizarcelsg
L

Assessor’s Info: _
*

_
' . e

, f Unique ID‘
A

Total acreage of property(s): f 2 Total acreage ofharvest area:

Land0wner(s) of Record: Primary Contact: {;,l/t?ollt’, gL‘t‘(l
Mailing Address:7“ V

‘~
» Mailing Address: ’

A '7,‘ 2

Town: Him (wig-l Zip Uta ‘Z.5: 0 Town: Zip
Pl1one( ) Pl1one( )
E-mail: E—n1ail:

Note: Timber harvesting is a Permitterl as 0fRigl:tActivity pursuant to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, except for
those practices regulated under Section 22a—36through 22a-45 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Is Ilrere 11 current forestma/mgement/stewarrlslnp plan for this property? ‘Yes >§No

This timber harvest has been prepared by a State of Connecticut certi?ed:
t?supervising Forest Products Harvester

E-mail: lxéezv (5lf\ut\il>t'L’‘.))t( ~

Phone #2 (Business) Em»: it

Property Boundaries: Timber Harvest Boundaries:
Bounds are marked: s{iYes qNo Have been marked or flagged: )ZYes qNo

Have owners of all lands within 100 feet of the harvest area been noti?ed via first-class mail prior to filing this “Notificationof
Timber Harvest”? UYes RNO
Estimated starting date of timberharvesting operations: 3 / E / 2 u

Description of Timber Harvest:
‘

Objective: (‘or‘tscwc't~Lte l/\itt\:’f3lto on e ~~wmcLt‘\\m.<xl~l/l»ml to «ctmm M
’l'lHf§3t L’,t‘\COx).§\(§€ x*‘e(‘-elm rm rm.

Treatment: ‘§t°l1c>lt"or\ Iifjltbt/Z}<;«tn(~twr”l

Amount of forest products to be harvested:
if} 8»“T0 Board feet M Cords Cubic feel Tons

How have the trees to be harvested been designated?
_X‘_~Theyhave been marked with paint at eye level and at ground level. Paint color(s): Otcncie,
_?_Theyhave not been marked

This is not an official CT DEP form but it has been endorsed for town usage by: CT Farm Bureau Assoc., CT Forest &
Park Assoc., CT Professional Timber Producers, Society of American Foresters ~ CT Chapter, and others.
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SOIL, WATERAND INLANDWETLANDSRESOURCES

Actions Being Performed On This Land

(Check all that apply and locate on attachedTimber Harvest Area map -— see information below on maps.)

Crossings / Clearing Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures:

I i_Temporarystream/drainage crossing ujnstallation of \vater bars
,_Temporary wetlandscrossing ‘J.Grading

HRemoval of trees in wetlands Mseeding
i_'l_Removalof trees in u land review area 1”l_Other(describe below)

Log landing area: Roads

u.anti—trackingpad Are new roads,other than skid trails, to be
l,l_curbcut constructedfor transport of logs or other

activitiesassociatedwith this harvest?
JYes \,2No

Describe i11further detail as necessary:
("(6 l’\\‘v Viéii??ti fill‘: ‘\iC“‘l\/\ ‘\L’r‘r<U\,»3'eK\3‘)? \(l\‘4\£('iMl (.ilC‘t'1‘t'Ui’i')t‘c)’\lLl{-

Sll((“/\/'"l’\{~«i«r 4’ tax’ e-’s-‘s¥r‘e « it cl? tr3~ir5l‘rm ‘l.
L

4 /~ \ ?t_”\lto‘."‘vi: bi’ film} b‘-.\l W i tz"t"(t«f“i.

i’/V’JD‘‘’‘ 7' zli a’\ "Y. Li‘ H‘ l W“ \'>\' "»'- “Lffl l\$'3lf ‘:1 l \wl’\\l"t’ Vkii {JV/“t \/xii’J€>l''“
“

;t. v\ cclx?l

The following maps are attached to this “Notification” (Check all that apply)
iCopy of USGS topographicmap with property outlined
L1Copyof Assessor’s map with property outlined
S{TimberHarvest Area Inap showing outlineof harvest area, main skid road locations, log landing area, truck access

roads, inland wetlands, watercourses and any crossings

The umlersignerl hereby swear that the informationcontained in this application is true, accurate and complete to the best of
my (our) knowledge and beliefam! that the timber Imrvest will be comlucterl in (lCC‘0I'(/(llIC(?with the speci?cations outlined
in this “Noti?cationof Timber Harvest.”

Signature of Lando\vner(s): sjicitlp ,‘r,Uv.,(l/l»W\,\‘\,;¢—,«v(;t}ll'€(’;/octet/i”Date:

Print/Type Name:

Signature of Landowner(s): Date:

Print/Type Name:

4‘ r- V

Y ( '

Signature of Certi?ed Forest Practitioner: , l{ l,» ( ii

Print Name: ll(«l/if‘ ii’.

Date:t\’»t\Q0, Z02/C

Certi?cate #: l 2 5 ‘f
7

Expiration Date: (H / D ‘ / 2013

complete and Submit to:
- The Municipal Inland Wetlands Agency/ies in which the property is located, and
- A courtesy copy of this Notification Form should also be sent to The Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Forestry
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT, Tel: (860) 424-3630

This is not an official CT DEP form but it has been endorsed for town usage by: CT Farm Bureau Assoc., CT Forest &

Park Assoc., CT Professional Timber Producers, Society of American Foresters — CT Chapter, and others.
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TIMBER SALE AGREEMENT

It is agreed between Jana McCann of 979 Warrenville Road, Mans?eld Center, CT,

06250, hereina?er called the Seller, and Hull Forest Products, Inc. of 101 Hampton Road,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 hereinafter called the Purchaser, that the Purchaser sl1allbuy
from tl1eSeller and the Seller shall sell to the Purchaser, certain designated standing trees

or timber located on approximately8 of 12 acres East of Warrenville Road, in the Town

of Mans?eld, in tlie State of CT. It is ?lrther agreed that the Purchaser may enter upon

the land of the Seller for the purpose of cutting and removing such designated t1'ees or

timber, and is authorizedto prosecute such work, on the area described above subject to

the following conditions:

1. The price for the designated trees or timber to be cut shall be a total of

_
for an estimated total of 19,870 board feet of sawtimber and 14cords of ?rewood.

Payment terms shall be as follows: - be paid upon signing and- within
one week of start, and — upon completion.

2. All trees or standing timber cut under this agreement shall be removed from the land
of the Seller within 12 months of the date of the agreement. In the event of wet weather
or inappropriateground conditions the Seller reserves the rigl1tto suspend harvesting
operations and shall grant an extension of this agreement, if needed, for the same period
of time suspended.

3. The Seller hereby covenants and agrees that they are lawfully possessed of the above
described goods, chattels, and personal property as their own property. The Seller shall
not enter into any concurrent contract involving the same area or period of time, relative
to this property without the written consent of the Purchaser.

4. Trees sold to the Purchaser shall be a total of 110 sawtimber trees and 68 firewood
trees as designated with an orange paint mark upon the main stem and the base of the
trunk. The Purchaser shall determinethe use of the marked material and remove only
material determined to be of commercial value as sawtimber or ?rewood.

5. The Purchaser agrees to indemnifyand save harmless the Seller f1'o1nall claims of or

liabilities asserted by third parties or governmental agencies for any acts directly within
the Purchasers control for damages to property or persons through the negligence of the
Purchaser. Hull Forest Products agrees to carry a minimum of $1,000,000.00 General
Liability Insurance and $500,000.00 Wo1'kmen‘sCompensation Insurance for the duration
of the harvest and to provide the Seller with certificates of insurance con?rming said
insurance coverage, and to name the Seller as an additional insured on such polices for
the period of harvest.

6. Care shall be exercised in the felling, cutting and removal operations so that
undesignatedstanding trees will not be unnecessarily damaged.
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7.~Excessive rutting (greater than 8" in depth) shall be repaired by the Purchaser. The

existing access roadswill be left in the conditionfound or better by the Purchaser.

8. Purchasershall take precautions to prevent spillage of petroleump1'oductsor

hazardousmaterialswhile refueling or performingmaintenance on harvesting equipment.

The Purchaser shall indemnify and hold the Seller harmless for any and all damages,

including attorney fees and civil penalties, for which the Seller may become liable as a

result of any such spillage.

9. All trees designated for removalby the Purchaser shall be cut as low as possible and

in such a manner that the stump mark of paint is visible.

10. The Purchasershallberesponsible for following all rules and regulations regarding

the harvest of forest products in the State of CT and the Town of Mansfieldand for

obtaining all permits required for such hawest.

11. The Purchaser agrees to slash the tops from the timber harvested to a height not to

exceed three feet above ground level on the property of the Seller.

Datedthis '4” dayof §_(,...gM.d,2o2o

Seller Hull Forest Products, Inc.

By Yl/LC“ \ lfif C]

Jan cCann MichelleWood,Forester#l254
Duly Authorized
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NOTIFICATION OF TIMBERHARVEST

To\s'n:j3i[=>3z}$i:%§da 4
Date: 3;“‘

PropcrtyLocation: "'?‘"’iiE/—=(>.w,~»’\x;.'\\ezQ:
aItiTar?érs§

K
K

Assessor’s Info: Mali’
‘ ‘

Block . . Lot '

~ OR: = 7 -Uniqlie.ID- 71 *

(9 6'1 '3

E

Total acreage of property(s): /0 Total acreage ofharvest area: [0

Landowner(s) of Recor<l:Fy-at \ Cniknzxrvfxti?tt Primary Contact:
3

,i/

Mailing Address:_““it ‘V3i-mxiitie E Mailing Address: $6 ~
“ 0’ x, t

Town: {K/iLii\<j{~;zi<i Zip Qty. 7, Ga Town: Zip
Pl1one( ) Pl1one( )
E-mail: E-mail:

Note: Timber harvesting is a Permitted us ofRiglit Activity pursuant to the inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, except for

those practices regulatedunder Section 22a-36 through 22a-45 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Is there (1 current forestmmmgement/stewarrlsliip plan for this property? i :Yes ’§{No

This timber harvest has been prepared by a State of Connecticut certified:
(Check one): $3Forester OR ?supervising Forest Products Harvester

Forest PractitionerCerti?cate #: E2, 5‘
Name: td«'\+a5\\{» 0:,-c

Address:
E-mail:
Phone#: (Business) Egg: (H? ell"? ?fj 134 (Cell)

Property Boundaries: Timber Harvest Boundaries:
Bounds are marked: XYes { We Have been marked or ?agged: §(Yes _No

Have owners of all lands \vithin 100 feet of the harvest area been notified via first-class mail prior to ?ling this “Notificationof
Timber Harvest”? UYes )(INo

0' ‘

Estimatedstarting date of timber harvesting operations: 2) / 1 / ZBZ0

Descri tion of Timber Harvest: _

0bJ€C1iVeI€t’V\o ‘<9 in c. ‘ire:-”<W «st it is i t:":°c‘m"u z’-:M*L-rrmxw in i/carstitre» Ca-W
/i7»)\)i.)‘./‘\ ’f"h{‘f\t“(t?‘£1603:-

J V ‘)

Tl'53l111eY1t1Mil’);1z"Fr’t/LC‘Wit’ ,anr\{r\r),-I ‘Kilt \‘i ton’) ,Z“\ti Stirmi") <4? viral’?.

Amountof forest products to be harvested:

62{ ii9 Board feet M Cords
_

Cubic feet Tons

How have the trees to be harvested been designated?
?.They have been markedwith paint at eye level and at ground level. Paint color(s):

,D.Theyhave not been marked

This is not an official CT DEP form but it has been endorsed for town usage by: CT Farm Bureau Assoc, CT Forest &

Park Assoc., CT Professional Timber Producers, Society of American Foresters - CT Chapter, and others.
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SOIL, WATER AND INLANDWETLANDSRESOURCES

Actions Being Performed On This Land

(Check all that apply and locate on attached Timber Harvest Area map —- see information below on maps.)

Crossings / Clearing Erosionand Sedimentation Control Measures:

§Z_Temporarystream/drainage crossing : «_lnstallation of water bars
1 Temporary wetlands crossing L_Grading
lX_Removalof trees in wetlands i?seeding
l'4_Removalof trees in uplandreview area L;Other(describe below)

Log landing area: Roads

La11ti—tt‘ackitigpad Are new roads, other than skid trails, to be

Tcurbcut constructed for transport of logs or other
activitiesassociatedwith this harvest?
JYes §QNo

Describe in further detailas necessary:
“Thu” V cm sh‘ no Cw2em<=l.ll .< M ‘€lLl'l;U$1/v”<’iClt3>'5t'“x<?‘.coi_lh ta ccixlcr+:‘i’l,xs=v\oio:m<_
‘i bdccrl 'tl~o.ciCtr‘ "Sir;\x;Ls.‘i)zs»<i i"‘7x’rs3_r:tl~"“~l"t¢\t”u"€'>iS ital’ Gilt in“ “v’f°i (}('iC{lr’i-l/stO~§'A‘clI

/yyl on at/sci rum-/’ will lag We Loci ' Kali/3ts. ;t§f__l'vt M ‘r‘vr‘~(»l.r(.l r;'J.,"'r'hc?'c’r‘>l'.

The following maps are attached to this “Noti?cation” (Check all that apply)

1Copy of USGS topographicmap with property outlined
_D_Copyof Assessor‘s map with property outlined
%;ZgTi1nherHarvest Area map showing outlineof harvest area, main skid road locations, log landing area, truck access

roads, inlandwetlands,watercourses and any crossings

The umlersignetl hereby swear that the informationcontained in this application is true, accurate aml complete to the [zest of
my (our) knowledge aml beliefrim!that the timber harvest will be comluctetl in accordance with the speci?cations outlined
in this "Noti?cationof Timber Harvest.”

Signature of Lat1do\\'t1et‘(s):€-‘Cr’Cli hit:t»u»( i Date:

Print/Type Name:

Signature of Landowner(s): Date:

Print/Type Name:

till itSignature of Certi?ed Forest Practitioner:
\

(l(,/(A.5,» u (,Q=- , Date: 7" Z1" 30

PrintName: it

Certi?cate #: 37/(7, ‘oti _

Expiration Date: (Vi / 7'/ ’20:53

Complete and Submit to:
- The Municipal Inland Wetlands Agencylles in which the property is located, and
- A courtesy copy of this Notification Form should also be sent to The Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Forestry
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT, Tel: (860) 424-3630

This is not an official CT DEP form but it has been endorsed for town usage by: CT Farm Bureau Assoc, CT Forest &

Park Assoc, CT Professional Timber Producers, Society of American Foresters — CT Chapter, and others.
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TIMBER SALE AGREEMENT

It is agreed between Bryan & Catherine Salai of 971 Warrenville Road, Mans?eld, CT,
06250, hereina?er called the Seller, and Hull Forest Products, Inc. of 101 Hampton Road,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 hereinafter called the Purchaser, that the Purchaser shall buy
from the Seller and the Seller shall sell to the Purchaser, certain designated standing trees

or timber located on approximately 6 of IO acres East of Warrenville Road, in the Town
of Mans?eld, in the State of CT. It is further agreed that the Purchaser may enter upon
the land of the Seller for the purpose of cutting and removing such designated trees or

timber, and is authorized to prosecute such work, on the area described above subject to

the following conditions:

1. The price for the designated trees or timber to be cut shall be a total of-
for an estimatedtotal of 9,140 board feet of sawtimber and l4 cords of ?rewood.

Payment terms shall be as follows?paid upon signing,- to be paid
within 1 week of start, and the balance of to be paid upon completion.

2. All trees or standing timber cut under this agreement shall be removed from the land
of the Seller within 12 months of the date of the agreement. In the event of wet weather
or inappropriate ground conditions the Seller reserves the right to suspend harvesting
operations and shall grant an extension of this agreement, if needed, for the same period
of time suspended.

3. The Seller hereby covenants and agrees that they are lawfully possessed of the above
described goods, chattels, and personalproperty as their own property. The Seller shall
not enter into any concurrent contract involving the same area or period of time, relative
to this property without the written consent of the Purchaser.

4. Trees sold to the Purchaser shall be a total of 65 sawtimber trees and 38 ?rewood trees

as designated with a blue paint mark upon the main stem and the base of the trunk. The
Purchasershall determine the use of the marked material and remove only material
determined to be of commercialvalue as sawtimber or ?rewood.

5. The Purchaser agrees to indemnifyand save harmless the Seller from all claims of or
liabilities asserted by third parties or governmentalagencies for any acts directly within
the Purchaserscontrol for damages to property or persons through the negligence of the
Purchaser. Hull Forest Products agrees to carry a minimum of $1,000,000.00 General
Liability Insurance and $500,000.00 Workmen‘s Compensation Insurance for the duration
of the harvest and to provide the Seller with certi?cates of insurancecon?rming said
insurancecoverage, and to name the Seller as an additional insured on such polices for
the period of harvest.

6. Care shall be exercised in the felling, cutting and removal operations so that
undesignated standing trees will not be urmecessarily damaged.
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7. Excessiverutting (greater than 8" in depth) shall be repaired by the Pu1'chaser.The

existing access roads will be left in the conditionfound or better by the Purchaser.

8. Purchasershall take precautionsto prevent spillage of petroleumproducts or

hazardousmaterials while refueling or performing maintenanceon harvesting equipment.

The Purchaser shall indemnify and hold the Seller harmless for any and all damages,

including attorney fees and civil penalties, for which the Seller may become liable as a

result of any such spillage.

9. All trees designated for removalby the Purchaser shall be cut as low as possible and

in such a manner that the stump mark of paint is visible.

10. The Purchasershall be responsible for following all rules and regulations regarding

the harvest of forest products in the State of CT and the Town of Mansfield and for

obtaining all permits required for such harvest.

11. The Purchaser agrees to slash the tops from the timber harvested to a height not to

exceed three feet above ground level on the property of the Seller.

Hx
Dated this day of \3<\t\u(x‘(}§,2020

Seller Hull Forest Products, Inc.

By>% W55, ~ ByzigzQt/Lg/‘(E5 {Ca
Bryan ai Michelle Wood, Forester#1254

Duly Authorized

/ /
By /r" “

CatherineSalai

Page 19 of 72



1029..3%M4
w_.<Q3WO9,:m::m mQ_Q_W

(530 Z0003:

ZQ:mmm_o_‘Ga

5 0.“no> Em

l m.:mo3
II _u_6UommQmag 1

20 1023.. Ema
II: _o 1. 002, ca
ll: mood
II mxw_3© mOQQ

1.!

<w3o_ voo_

<<m.._o:o_

$503 0625
E... moc3Qo2

Page 20 of 72



Audrey P. Beck Building  4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268  860.429.3330  mansfieldct.gov 

To: Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, AICP, Senior Planner/Inland Wetlands Agent 

Date: January 30, 2020 

Subject: Request for Jurisdiction Ruling-Timber Harvest 

Location: North Side of Pleasant Valley Road-Assessor’s Parcel ID 36.88.90 (File # J-17) 

Applicant: J. Randazzo

Map Date: 1/28/20 

The applicant is proposing to conduct a 7-acre timber harvest on a 108-acre parcel on the north 
side of Pleasant Valley Road.   The activity will occur in the upland review area and there will be 
no wetland crossings.   

Pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, certain operations and uses shall be permitted in 
inland wetlands and watercourses and upland review areas as of right.  These include grazing, 
farming nurseries, gardening and harvesting of crops and farm ponds of three acres or less 
essential to the farming operation.  Mansfield’s regulations state that farming shall be consistent 
with Section 1-1(q) of the Connecticut General Statutes, which states, “except as otherwise 
specifically defined, the words "agriculture" and "farming" shall include cultivation of the soil, 
dairying, forestry, raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural commodity, including the 
raising, shearing, feeding, caring for, training and management of livestock…”  While forestry is 
not defined in the Connecticut General Statutes, CT DEEP refers to the commonly understood 
meaning of forestry, “the science, art and practice of developing, managing, cultivating, and 
harvesting a stand of trees.”  (Agriculture, Forestry & Connecticut’s Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act, CT DEEP, November 2014, reprinted October 2016). 

For the above stated reasons, it is my opinion that the applicant’s activity is within the definition 
of forestry and, thus, the proposed activity is permitted as of right under the regulations. 

If the IWA concurs with my conclusion that the proposed project is a permitted as of 

right activity pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, the following motion would be in 

order: 

___________________ MOVES, _______________________ seconds to approve a finding 

that the proposed timber harvest (IWA File #J-17) located on the north side of Pleasant Valley 

Road (Assessor’s Parcel ID 36.88.90) on land owned by Robert Cardinal, as shown as shown 
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on a map dated 1/28/2020 and as described in the associated attachments is permitted as of 

right pursuant to Section 4.1 of the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations. 

Alternatively, if the IWA believes that the proposed project is a regulated activity, the 

following motion would be in order: 

_____________ MOVE to receive the application submitted by J. Randazzo under the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for a timber harvest (IWA 

File #---) located at located on the north side of Pleasant Valley Road (Assessor’s Parcel ID 

36.88.90) on land owned by Robert Cardinal as shown on a map 1/28/2020 and as described 

in the application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation 

Commission for review and comments. 
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Planning Management (W-20-

0014)

Contacts (2)

Properties (1)

Inspections (1)

Documents (1)

Tagged Cases (0)

Activities (5)

 Add Tag

PLANNING MANAGEMENT

 PROJECT
 
 Case Name: Timber Harvest Pleasant Valley Rd  
 
 PROPERTY INFORMATION
 
 Properties: Primary: PLEASANT VALLEY RD MANSFIELD CENTER, CT

06250 (36.88.90) (36.88.90)
 

 
 INFORMATION
 
 Approval #: Status: Created  
 Case #: W-20-0014 Application Date:01/29/2020  
 Case Type: Wetlands Activity Issued Date:  
 Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling Expiration Date:  

 Online Authentication Code:  
 Description Of Work:  

 

Approximately 7 acre clear cut of gypsy moth dead 
white oak, mostly dry land, no wetland crossings, some 
cutting in upland review area.  No materials are being 
excavated or filled.  No stumping.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

J-17

   ACTION DATES AND DEADLINES

01/29/2020

 

   PUBLIC HEARING DATES AND DEADLINES

   PARCEL DATA

IWA File No:

Date Application
Filed:

Deadline for
Decision:

Decision Date: Deadline to
Advertise
Decisions:

Date Decision
Advertised:

Advertising Date 1: Advertising Date 2:
Deadline To Open
Public Hearing:

Deadline To Close
Public Hearing:

Date Public Hearing
Opened:

Date Public Hearing
Closed:

Case Type: Wetlands Activity
Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling
Start Date: 01/29/2020
Status: Created
Issued Date: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Joe Randazzo ( Randazzo Timber
and Stone )
237 Pleasant Valley Rd Mansfield, CT
06250
EDIT  

CARDINAL ROBERT & KATY
120 FERN RD STORRS, CT 06268
EDIT  

[36.88.90]
PLEASANT VALLEY RD MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250

Acreage 91.5

Block 88

Historic
District?

No

Historic
Village

N/A

Map 36

Natural
Diversity
Database
(NDDB)

No

Parcel ID 36.88.90

Public
Water
Supply
Watershed

No

Scenic
Road?

No

Subregional
Drainage
Basin

Sawmill Brook

USGS
Quadrangle

Willimantic

Within 150’
of a wetland
or
watercourse?

Yes

Zoning
Classification

RAR-90

Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending

No Description
uploaded on 01/30/2020

 
print_page_01-30-2020_5
e3348334874d-0.pdf

There are no Tagged Cases at this
time.

Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0014.
09:22:45 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman

View
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RAR-90 No

Willimantic No

Sawmill Brook 91.5

   PROJECT CRITERIA

50 No

0 40000

- Log skidder

0 0

0

0 0

0

Zoning
Classification:

Natural Diversity
Database (NDDB):

USGS Quadrangle: Public Water Supply
Watershed:

Subregional
Drainage Basin:

Acreage:

1. How close will
the proposed
activity be from the
edge of
wetlands/watercourses?
(feet):

2. Does the area of
activity drain
towards the
wetlands/watercourses?:

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

4. Quantify the area
of disturbance
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse
(square feet):

5.
Equipment/machinery
used:

6.1a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
in the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):
6.2a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0014.
04:18:34 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application WEB-42256449
02:54:42 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Theresa Leon-Guerrero has updated
planning management case #WEB-
42256449.
01:41:43 PM / Wed, Jan 29th, 2020
Theresa Leon-Guerrero
Planning Case Created.
Web Portal User has created
planning case #WEB-42256449.
01:23:11 PM / Wed, Jan 29th, 2020

Page 24 of 72



No

No No

7.1 Describe the
material deposited
in the wetlands:

None

7.2 Describe the
material deposited
within 150 feet of
the wetlands:

None

8. Erosion and
sedimentation
controls proposed:

9. Are there other
measures proposed
to protect the
wetlands/watercourses:
10. Will the
proposed activities
impact the
wetlands/watercourses
of an adjoining
property:

11. What
alternatives have
you considered that
would have less
impact to the
wetlands/watercourses:

12. Are the
activities that you
propose within 500
ft. of the adjoining
municipality:

13. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause traffic
impacts to the
adjacent
municipality:
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No14. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause water run-
off impacts to the
adjoining
municipality:

Conditions of
Approval:

Held For:
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Audrey P. Beck Building  4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268  860.429.3330  mansfieldct.gov 

To: Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, AICP, Senior Planner/Inland Wetlands Agent 

Date: January 30, 2020 

Subject: Request for Jurisdiction Ruling-Timber Harvest 

Location: 209 Mansfield City Road-Assessor’s Parcel ID 32.88.1 (File # J-18) 

Applicant: J. Randazzo 

Map Date: 1/28/20 

The applicant is proposing to conduct a 6-acre timber harvest on the northerly portion of a 65-
acre parcel located at 209 Mansfield City Road.  This will be a clear cut for cornfield expansion.  
The area of activity will occur in in the upland review area as well as in the wetlands.  There will 
be some intermittent wetland crossings.  Bridge mats will be used to avoid erosion.  The activity 
will occur when the ground is frozen to avoid further soil disturbance.  No material will be 
excavated or filled in wetlands or upland review area.  No stumping will occur as part of the 
harvest.    

Pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, certain operations and uses shall be permitted in 
inland wetlands and watercourses and upland review areas as of right.  These include grazing, 
farming nurseries, gardening and harvesting of crops and farm ponds of three acres or less 
essential to the farming operation.  Mansfield’s regulations state that farming shall be consistent 
with Section 1-1(q) of the Connecticut General Statutes, which states, “except as otherwise 
specifically defined, the words "agriculture" and "farming" shall include cultivation of the soil, 
dairying, forestry, raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural commodity, including the 
raising, shearing, feeding, caring for, training and management of livestock…”  While forestry is 
not defined in the Connecticut General Statutes, CT DEEP refers to the commonly understood 
meaning of forestry, “the science, art and practice of developing, managing, cultivating, and 
harvesting a stand of trees.”  (Agriculture, Forestry & Connecticut’s Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act, CT DEEP, November 2014, reprinted October 2016). 
 
For the above stated reasons, it is my opinion that the applicant’s activity is within the definition 
of forestry and, thus, the proposed activity is permitted as of right under the regulations. 
 

If the IWA concurs with my conclusion that the proposed project is a permitted as of 

right activity pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, the following motion would be in 

order: 
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___________________ MOVES, _______________________ seconds to approve a finding 

that the proposed timber harvest (IWA File #J-18) located at 209 Mansfield City Road 

(Assessor’s Parcel ID 32.88.1) on land owned by WJ Stearns and Sons, Inc, as shown as 

shown on a map dated 1/28/2020 and as described in the associated attachments is permitted 

as of right pursuant to Section 4.1 of the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 

Regulations. 

Alternatively, if the IWA believes that the proposed project is a regulated activity, the 

following motion would be in order: 

_____________ MOVE to receive the application submitted by J. Randazzo under the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for a timber harvest (IWA 

File #---) located at located at 209 Mansfield City Road (Assessor’s Parcel ID 32.88.1)  on land 

owned by WJ Stearns and Sons, Inc. as shown on a map 1/28/2020 and as described in the 

application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation Commission 

for review and comments. 
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Planning Management (W-20-

0015)

Contacts (2)

Properties (1)

Inspections (1)

Documents (1)

Tagged Cases (0)

Activities (6)

 Add Tag

PLANNING MANAGEMENT

 PROJECT
 
 Case Name: Timber Harvest-209 Mansfield City Rd -Jurisdictional Ruling  
 
 PROPERTY INFORMATION
 
 Properties: Primary: 209 MANSFIELD CITY RD MANSFIELD CENTER, CT

06250 (32.88.1) (32.88.1)
 

 
 INFORMATION
 
 Approval #: Status: Created  
 Case #: W-20-0015 Application Date:01/29/2020  
 Case Type: Wetlands Activity Issued Date:  
 Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling Expiration Date:  

 Online Authentication Code:  
 Description Of Work:  

 

Clear cut approximately 6 acres, including some 
wetlands for cornfield expansion.  Clear cut area is 
made up of some wetlands, some intermittent 
watercourses, and some dry soils.  The entire area is to 
be clear cut for corn production.  Bridge mats are being 
utilized in wet areas throughout the project.  
Utilization of frozen ground is preferred to avoid ruts.  
No material will be excavated or filled in wetlands or 
upland review.  No stumping included in this permit.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

J-18

   ACTION DATES AND DEADLINES

01/29/2020

 

   PUBLIC HEARING DATES AND DEADLINES

IWA File No:

Date Application
Filed:

Deadline for
Decision:

Decision Date: Deadline to
Advertise
Decisions:

Date Decision
Advertised:

Advertising Date 1: Advertising Date 2:
Deadline To Open
Public Hearing:

Deadline To Close
Public Hearing:

Case Type: Wetlands Activity
Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling
Start Date: 01/29/2020
Status: Created
Issued Date: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Joe Randazzo ( Randazzo Timber
and Stone )
237 Pleasant Valley Rd Mansfield, CT
06250
EDIT  

STEARNS WILLARD J & SONS INC C/O
ARTHUR B STEARNS
50 STEARNS RD STORRS, CT 06268
EDIT  

[32.88.1]
209 MANSFIELD CITY RD MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250

Acreage 65

Block 0

Historic
District?

No

Historic
Village

N/A

Map 32

Natural
Diversity
Database
(NDDB)

No

Parcel ID 32.88.1

Public
Water
Supply
Watershed

No

Scenic
Road?

No

Subregional
Drainage
Basin

Sawmill Brook

USGS
Quadrangle

Willimantic

Within 150’
of a wetland
or
watercourse?

Yes

Zoning
Classification

RAR-90

Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending

No Description
uploaded on 01/31/2020

 
print_page_01-31-2020_5
e34375ba87a3-0.pdf

There are no Tagged Cases at this
time.

View
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   PARCEL DATA

RAR-90 No

Willimantic No

Sawmill Brook 65

   PROJECT CRITERIA

Yes

40000 40000

40000 Forwarder with oversized buggy tires for work in wet areas 

Date Public Hearing
Opened:

Date Public Hearing
Closed:

Zoning
Classification:

Natural Diversity
Database (NDDB):

USGS Quadrangle: Public Water Supply
Watershed:

Subregional
Drainage Basin:

Acreage:

1. How close will
the proposed
activity be from the
edge of
wetlands/watercourses?
(feet):

2. Does the area of
activity drain
towards the
wetlands/watercourses?:

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

4. Quantify the area
of disturbance
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse
(square feet):

5.
Equipment/machinery
used:

6.1a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
in the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):
6.2a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0015.
09:20:55 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0015.
09:20:22 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0015.
09:18:57 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0015.
08:30:35 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application WEB-41224880
02:55:06 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman

Show all 6 Activities

Page 34 of 72



Yes Prefer frozen conditions

No

No No

7.1 Describe the
material deposited
in the wetlands:

n/a

7.2 Describe the
material deposited
within 150 feet of
the wetlands:

n/a

8. Erosion and
sedimentation
controls proposed:

Straw Bales

9. Are there other
measures proposed
to protect the
wetlands/watercourses:

If yes? please
describe:

10. Will the
proposed activities
impact the
wetlands/watercourses
of an adjoining
property:

11. What
alternatives have
you considered that
would have less
impact to the
wetlands/watercourses:

n/a

12. Are the
activities that you
propose within 500
ft. of the adjoining
municipality:

13. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause traffic
impacts to the
adjacent
municipality:
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No14. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause water run-
off impacts to the
adjoining
municipality:

Conditions of
Approval:

Held For:
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1 inch =           ft.
( IN FEET )

(APPROXIMATE ONLY)
300

300 0 300 600
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Audrey P. Beck Building  4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268  860.429.3330  mansfieldct.gov 

To: Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, AICP, Senior Planner/Inland Wetlands Agent 

Date: January 30, 2020 

Subject: Request for Jurisdiction Ruling-Timber Harvest 

Location: 488-500 Mansfield Avenue -Assessor’s Parcel ID 37.93.4 (File # J-19) 

Applicant: J. Randazzo 

Map Date: 1/28/20 

The applicant is proposing to conduct a selective timber harvest on 50 acres of 104.5 acre-
parcel located on the east side of Mansfield Avenue.  The harvest is intended to remove trees 
damaged by gypsy moth.  Timber water bars will be used along the skidder tracks where 
needed to prevent long-term erosion.    

Pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, certain operations and uses shall be permitted in 
inland wetlands and watercourses and upland review areas as of right.  These include grazing, 
farming nurseries, gardening and harvesting of crops and farm ponds of three acres or less 
essential to the farming operation.  Mansfield’s regulations state that farming shall be consistent 
with Section 1-1(q) of the Connecticut General Statutes, which states, “except as otherwise 
specifically defined, the words "agriculture" and "farming" shall include cultivation of the soil, 
dairying, forestry, raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural commodity, including the 
raising, shearing, feeding, caring for, training and management of livestock…”  While forestry is 
not defined in the Connecticut General Statutes, CT DEEP refers to the commonly understood 
meaning of forestry, “the science, art and practice of developing, managing, cultivating, and 
harvesting a stand of trees.”  (Agriculture, Forestry & Connecticut’s Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act, CT DEEP, November 2014, reprinted October 2016). 
 
For the above stated reasons, it is my opinion that the applicant’s activity is within the definition 
of forestry and, thus, the proposed activity is permitted as of right under the regulations. 
 

If the IWA concurs with my conclusion that the proposed project is a permitted as of 

right activity pursuant to section 4.1 of the regulations, the following motion would be in 

order: 

___________________ MOVES, _______________________ seconds to approve a finding 

that the proposed timber harvest (IWA File #J-19) located at 488-500 Pleasant Valley Road 

(Assessor’s Parcel ID 37.93.4) on land owned by WJ Stearns and Sons, Inc, as shown as 
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shown on a map dated 1/28/2020 and as described in the associated attachments is permitted 

as of right pursuant to Section 4.1 of the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 

Regulations. 

Alternatively, if the IWA believes that the proposed project is a regulated activity, the 

following motion would be in order: 

_____________ MOVE to receive the application submitted by J. Randazzo under the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for a timber harvest (IWA 

File #---) located at located at 488-500 Mansfield Avenue (Assessor’s Parcel ID 37.93.4)  on 

land owned by WJ Stearns and Sons, Inc. as shown on a map 1/28/2020 and as described in 

the application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation 

Commission for review and comments. 
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Planning Management (W-20-

0013)

Contacts (2)

Properties (1)

Inspections (4)

Documents (0)

Tagged Cases (0)

PLANNING MANAGEMENT

 PROJECT
 
 Case Name:  
 
 PROPERTY INFORMATION
 
 Properties: Primary: 500 MANSFIELD AVE MANSFIELD CENTER, CT

06250 (37.93.4) (37.93.4)
 

 
 INFORMATION
 
 Approval #: Status: Created  
 Case #: W-20-0013 Application Date:01/29/2020  
 Case Type: Wetlands Activity Issued Date:  
 Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling Expiration Date:  

 Online Authentication Code:  
 Description Of Work:  

 

Select timber harvest of gypsy moth dead wood over 
approximately 50 acres, some cutting in upland review 
area.  There will be no wetland crossings.  There will 
be no excavation or filling in wetland or upland review 
area.  No stumping.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

J-19

   ACTION DATES AND DEADLINES

01/29/2020

 

   PUBLIC HEARING DATES AND DEADLINES

   PARCEL DATA

IWA File No:

Date Application
Filed:

Deadline for
Decision:

Decision Date: Deadline to
Advertise
Decisions:

Date Decision
Advertised:

Advertising Date 1: Advertising Date 2:
Deadline To Open
Public Hearing:

Deadline To Close
Public Hearing:

Date Public Hearing
Opened:

Date Public Hearing
Closed:

Case Type: Wetlands Activity
Subcases: Jurisdictional Ruling
Start Date: 01/29/2020
Status: Created
Issued Date: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Joe Randazzo ( Randazzo Timber
and Stone )
237 Pleasant Valley Rd Mansfield, CT
06250
EDIT  

HUSSEY BRUCE E & FRANCA
500 MANSFIELD AVENUE MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250
EDIT  

[37.93.4]
500 MANSFIELD AVE MANSFIELD
CENTER, CT 06250

Acreage 104.5

Block 93

Historic
District?

No

Historic
Village

N/A

Map 37

Natural
Diversity
Database
(NDDB)

No

Parcel ID 37.93.4

Public
Water
Supply
Watershed

No

Scenic
Road?

No

Subregional
Drainage
Basin

Sawmill Brook

USGS
Quadrangle

Willimantic

Within 150’
of a wetland
or
watercourse?

Yes

Zoning
Classification

FH, PVCA, PVRA

Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending
Wetlands Inspection
Date: 
Status: Unscheduled
Inspector: 
Results: Pending

There are no Documents at this time.

View
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Activities (6)

 Add TagFH, PVCA, PVRA No

Willimantic No

Sawmill Brook 104.5

   PROJECT CRITERIA

50 Yes

80000

- Log skidder and forwarder

0 0

0

0 0

Zoning
Classification:

Natural Diversity
Database (NDDB):

USGS Quadrangle: Public Water Supply
Watershed:

Subregional
Drainage Basin:

Acreage:

1. How close will
the proposed
activity be from the
edge of
wetlands/watercourses?
(feet):

2. Does the area of
activity drain
towards the
wetlands/watercourses?:

3. Quantify the area
of disturbance in
the
wetlands/watercourses
(square feet):

4. Quantify the area
of disturbance
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse
(square feet):

5.
Equipment/machinery
used:

6.1a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited in
the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):

6.1c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
in the
wetlands/watercourses(cubic
yards):
6.2a Quantify the
volume of materials
being extracted
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2b Quantify the
volume of materials
being deposited
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

6.2c Quantify the
volume of materials
being dispersed
throughout the site
within 150 feet of
wetlands/watercourse(cubic
yards):

There are no Tagged Cases at this
time.

Planning Management Case
Updated.
Jennifer Kaufman has updated
planning management case #W-20-
0013.
09:03:07 AM / Fri, Jan 31st, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application W-20-0011
02:54:22 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application W-20-0010
02:54:17 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application WEB-41207766
02:54:13 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman
Web Application Approved.
Jennifer Kaufman has approved web
application WEB-41207766
02:54:08 PM / Thu, Jan 30th, 2020
Jennifer Kaufman

Show all 6 Activities
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Slash

No

No

No No

7.1 Describe the
material deposited
in the wetlands:

n/a

7.2 Describe the
material deposited
within 150 feet of
the wetlands:

n/a

8. Erosion and
sedimentation
controls proposed:

Other Other:

9. Are there other
measures proposed
to protect the
wetlands/watercourses:
10. Will the
proposed activities
impact the
wetlands/watercourses
of an adjoining
property:

11. What
alternatives have
you considered that
would have less
impact to the
wetlands/watercourses:

n/a

12. Are the
activities that you
propose within 500
ft. of the adjoining
municipality:

13. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause traffic
impacts to the
adjacent
municipality:
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No14. Do the activities
that you propose
have the potential
to cause water run-
off impacts to the
adjoining
municipality:

Conditions of
Approval:

Held For:
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1 inch =           ft.
( IN FEET )

(APPROXIMATE ONLY)
300

300 0 300 600
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From The irector
his issueof
Connecticut

Wildlifeisperfect
forthe season.
It is?lledwith
many t/tingsto
be thankfulfor:
1 ant srrrebath
theyoungfalcon
learningto ?y
and theadultbald
eagle in needofsorrrehelpwouldagree thatthe rrrarryresidents
ofour slate whocare enoughaboutour wildlifeto helpwhen
neededwouldbe highon tltelist.Ahighlyskilledstajfof wildlife
and?slreriesbiologistsand licensedwildliferehabilitatorsare not
farbehind.Theteamworkdisplayedbytheseindividualsallowed
a youngfalconto survive and, hopefully,learn to soar tlrrorrglr
Connecticutskiesandhelpeda veteran baldeagle — one ofour
?rst "lronre-grown” chicks~ corrtirrrreto thrivesonre 24years
later:

Youwillalso readabouthowfanrilieswere able to enjoy themagic
oftheoutdoorstogether;whetltertlrroughteacltirrgkids to ice?sh,
learninglotsofnew thingsat DiscoverOutdoorCorrnecticrrtDay,
or byrrrentorirrgthecorrsenrationists,biologists,and conrrnrnrity
leadersofthe?rturethroughthe UniversityofConnecticut’s
NaturalResourcesConservationAcademyThestories you will
readand the irrragescaptured re?ectthewonderand curiositythat
our natural worldbringsto all ofits, regardlessofour age.

Thereare thingsto celebrate— a pipingploverpopulation that
continues to slowlygrow afternearlydisappearingfrontour state;
a young angler whowas able to catch thebiggestfishofhisyoung
life;theadaptabilityofa srrrallwoodpeckerthat enablesit to
thrivein backyardsas wellas inforests;and yes, that adulteagle.
Gonefromour state as breedingbirdsbythe rnid—l950sandfacing
extirrctiorrlargelydue to theuse ofthepesticideDDTthat carrsed
their egg shellsto weaken,the return ofbaldeagles to Connecticut
as nestingbirds in theearly 1990sis one ofour rrrost poignant
success stories.To teamthatone ofthechicks?onrthat?rst
nestingpair; one that I wasfortrnrateenoughto help handall those
years ago, is still gracing our state touchesme deeply.

Whilethereare stillmany cltallerrgesahead, as thestory on
lribernatirrgbats underscores,thereare tltirrgswe can try and
ways we can worktogetherto achievemore conservation success
stories. As we approach theNewYear;I hope this issue inspires
yort to enjoyall thewondersortr natural world has to o?er;to
celebratethesuccesses, and to letyour curiosityleadyou to the
adventureswaitingoutside.

JennyDickson,DEEPWildlifeDivisionDirector

2 Connecticut Wildlife

Volume 39, Number 6 O Noverrrber/Dccernber2019
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A northern long-eured but in a Connecticut hihernacnlnmwhere moisture condensation helpsprevent deliydration dm1'ngln'het7un‘ion.more avF'.J. Fusco
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6 Where Do Bats Go During Winter?
Some Connecticut bats hibernate while others migrate to survive winter
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Holding this annual event at Hammonasset Beach State Park introduced many to a ‘

lvariety ofoutdoor experiences
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Cover:

An adult femaleperegrine falconperches on a Connecticut rock outcrop. Read about peregrine nesting success in the state during 2019 on page 4.

Photo courtesy Patti Fusca
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Lesson on the River
Peregrine Falcon Takes a Training Flight

Written by Brian Hess, DEEP WildlifeDivision

eregrine falcons are the high performance sports cars
of the bird world. Their longpointed wingsare adapted
to a blend of fast and maneuverable ?ight and can be

tucked in for extremelyhigh speeddivesexceeding 240 miles
per hour. Peregrines have specialized tubercles inside their
nostrils that de?ect high speed air that would damage their
nasalpassages (supersonic jet engines have similar structures
that slow air before it reaches tl1eturbines). To protect their
eyes f1'omhigh speeds, they repeatedly ?ush away debris
with specialmembranes.

From the time young falcons take ?ight, they have these
adaptations to ?y fast. But, tl1eprocess of learning to ?y fast
is difficult. First ?ights are awkward adventures for most

young birds, but for falcons, their physiology and nesting
locations mean that the learning curve can be steep, and the
cost of errors can be high.

One ?edgling falcon took a riskyplunge from the Charter
Oak Bridge this past summer. It was an exceptionally windy
day on June 11 with afternoon gusts well over 30 mph. That
afternoon, a fully—featheredperegrine ?edgling that had
not yet taken his first ?ight fell from the substructure under
the bridge. The bird landed in the water, and swam to the
Hartford shore. There, an angler scooped up the falcon and
transported it to the Wildlife Division office at DEEP Head-
quarters in Hartford.

The Wildlife Division Director’s office is not a suitable

ac. . , t ,

The young bird was titled with two leg bands - a bare
aluminum band with a unique nine-digit number and a black
and green colored band with a large alphanumeric code that
can be seen with a spotting scope or zoom camera lens.

4 Connecticut Wildlife

A damp falcon walls to be transported from DEEP Headquarters to
Horizon Wings Wlldllle Rehabllllallon Center.

c. VANNI D
EE
P

W
ll.
D
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FE
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place to evaluate or rehabilitate a bird, so from there, DEEP
staff took the bird to Horizon Win s Ra tor Rehabilitation Pere rme Falcon Nestm Summar 2019g P g )

andEducation Center inAshford. Mary»Beth Kaeser, astate— Even Wm, their amnny ,0 human and urban Simcmres,
licensed wildlife rehabilitator, fed the falcon and took him to ialcons can be very difficult 10 m°n|t0I' compared 10 Olher

be evaluated by a veterinarian the next morning. Under the :(';fl?'sTsh;?fjg':ffh:§lZriggifnfésg‘:m:‘:,;¥yf'}
§e';:?:?:;fededicated eye of the staff at the center, the bird (With a clean monitoring challenges, 2019 was a productive year for

- - - - peregrine falcons In Connecticut. in particular, New Havenbill of health) spent a few days 111the ?ight pen to detenmne
was a ho: spot M means,Mm mo new nests. M ms‘

if he was ready to ?y. While he had the necessary feathers, he glance, this may seem odd, but the area is lull of pigeons, is

was unable to jump up from the ground to a perch. Though 3‘°"9 3 '“'9'a‘°'Y °°"id°'» 3”“ has P'°“‘V °’ '3'‘ ‘’"'''~‘""95

the bird was not yet capable of strong ?ight, the staff at DEEP
and namrai rock faceS'

andHorizonWings agreedthat thebest scenario was to return Productivity
the falcon to the bridgeas soon as possible.The falcon would Acme Nesting 1-e,,;,°,,e§ 18

be placed back on the bridge pier, where the adult falcons Succeg3fu| Ngsts 3

(who had not left the area) would hopefully keep feeding and Number of Chicks 11

protecting the young bird. Unknown Outcome 3

Aftermarking thebird withaluminumlegbands,staff from Failed Nests 4

CT DOT and DEEP crawled up into the cat~waik u n d e r

the bridgeandwalked out over the river,
carrying the bird in a cloth bag.
Peregrines do not build nest ,, ll
structures. Rather, they
lay eggs directly on the
concrete or metal of a

bridge.Whenthecrew
found the spot with
plentyof food rem»

nants and guano,
they opened the
bag and thebird
walked away. It
was seen on thepier
for the rest of the day, but by
morningit was gone. A chick was seen
in the area later the second day, but it
unclear if it was the same bird. The
Division has not received any sub-

sequent reports of theyoungbird,
but we hope it is doing well.

Nesting Locations
Buildings 5

Bridges 8

Rock Face

once(lg n
e1:epTheprcfgri .

L

_ .

listedin ]992‘a_sonendangered
specieson Connecticut’s

Endangered Species List. It
was reclassifiedas a threatened

species in the state in 2010.

Peregrine falconpopulations declined rapidly between1950 and 1965 throughout the
UnitedStates and Europe. By 1975, the entire population ofperegrines in the eastern

UnitedStates was considered to be extirpated. Thisdecline is directly attributed to the
e?ectoforganochlorine pesticides, such as DD]: on breeding populations.

aiiusco(2;

her 2019 Connecticut Wildlife 5
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Where Do Bats Go During Winter?
Written by Kyle Testerman, Contractor for the WildlifeManagement Institute; photos by Paul J. Fusco

he silhouettes of bats catching
insects in the summer evening
skywas enjoyedby many around

Connecticut in decades past. In recent

years, that sight has become more in-
frequent as the overall bat population
in the state l1asdramatically declined.

While bats can still be seen by a few
fortunate onlookers at dusk during the
\varme1‘ months, winter brings a still-
ness in the air and an absence of furry
?ying mammals. So, where do bats go
during winter?

For all bats in Connecticut, winter
bringsabouta change to colder tempera-
tures and a lack of insects for food. As
a result, bats must leave their summer
habitat and move to where they spend
thewinter.While thereis not one simple
answer to wherebats go, there are some
generaltrendson \vhe1'edifferent groups
of batsend up each winter.The ninespe-

The silver-hatred bat Is one of three tree-roostlng
specles found In Connecl|cut.These bats generally
migrate long dlstances to more southern latitudes
during the w|nter.They face threats from wind turblnes
along their mlgratlon paths.

6 Connectlcut Wildlife

The red bat lsVNorthAmerica's most abundant tree bat.Th|s bat's reddlsh tur helps It blend
In among plne cones and browning leaves in the tree tops. When hlbernatlng, red bats use
thelr furry tall membrane llke an lnsulatlng blanket to conserve heat.

ciesofbats inConnecticul are
often categorized into one of
two generalgroups; cave bats
or tree-roosting bats.

Cave Bats
Mucl1 more is known

about Cave batsbecause they
tend to live more social and
communal lives throughout
the year. Cave bats include
the big brown bat, which is
the species most likely to

roost around your home or
in your barn in the warm-
er months. Come winter,
big browns and the other
cave bats, like tri—colored,
northern long—eared,eastern

small—footed, little brown,
and Indiana bats, migrate re-
gionallyto cavernous spaces,
usuallybelow ground,where
they hibernate through the

coldest months of the year. Bats select
slightly different types of cave»like

structures for hibernation, as long as
the environmental conditions suit their
needs. Most often, they are found hi-
bernating in abandoned mines, caves,
andother underground structures, where
temperatures hold steadybetween 32°F

and 49°F. During hibernation, the body
temperature of a bat can decline from
a normal summer range of 99°—l06°F

do\vn to as low as 32°F. This drop in
body temperature helps slo\v down a
bat’s metabolism, reducing its need to

eat for several months.
Another important characteristic of

suitable hibernating spaces is humid-
ity. Hibernating bats are susceptible to

dehydration, so choosing a l1ibernacu—
111111with higher humidity will reduce
evaporative \vater loss. In some cases,
high humidity can cause water drop-
lets to form on the fur of hibernating
bats, which bats can drink when they

November/December 2019
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periodically wake up (photo
below, northern lor1g—eared
bats). Wakingandwarming up

Connecticut Bat Species and their Status

_ _ . _ Common Name Sclentitic Name CT Status Federal Status
from hibernation IS energett~

cally expensive. In fact, :1 bar Big brown bat Eptesicus Iuscus SGCN

can use 80_90% of its Cm-use Littlebrown bat Myotis Iucifugus E, SGCN

Stored fat resewes just from Northern Iongeeared bat Myotis septenlrionalis E, SGCN T

waking up for a few m-mmes Eastern small-footed bat Myotis Ieibii E, SGCN

each wimel.‘The high energy Indiana bat Myotis soda/is E, SGCN E

Cost of Warmjngup after wak_ Tri-coloredbat Perimyotis subllavus E, SGCN

mgispal.t0f“,hat1mkeSCave Silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans SC, SGCN

bats so Vuhlerable to w1me_ Eastern red bat Lasiurus borealis SC, SGCN

Hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus SC, SGCN
nose syndrome (WNS). The
disease is caused by an ir1tro~
duced fungus (Psemt'ogym—

nottscus destrucmns, or Pd)

which thrives in the same
cold, wet places where cave

bats hibernate.
Since thediscoveryofWNS in North

America in 2006, nearly seven million
cave bats have perished. The fungus

infects rt hibernating bat’s muzzle and
wings, irritating the bat and causing it

to wake up frequently and burn through
stored fat reserves too soon. Starving
bats are forced to leavetheirhibernacula
in search of food, which leads to death
in the cold winter months. Deaths from
WNS for some species, like the little
brown and northern long-eared bats,
have resulted in over 90% population
declines in the region.

Tree—roostingBats
Connecticut’sthree tree—r'oostingbat

species include the eastern red, silver-
haired, and hoary bats. These species
are mostly solitary throughout the year,
and do not hibernate in cave—ljke envi-
ronments, making themmuclrmore dif-
ficult to study. Tree—roostingbats gen-
erally migrate long distances to more

southern latitudes during winter. Upon
arrival to their winter range, many tree

bats will still hibernate during periods
of cold weather, emerging to feed dur-

ing periods of warm \vinter weather.
While considered safe from the ef-

fects of WNS, migratory tree bats are

still facing threats. Habitat loss and
mortality associatedwithwind turbines
present other conservationchallenges.

SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need

E: Endangered

T = Threatened

SC = Special Concern

While bat populations face a long, up-
hill battle to recover, there are some

things you can do to help:
0 Report sightings of live and

dead bats seen in late December‘
through mid-Marclr to deep.
batprograni@ct.gov.

0 Let the Wildlife Division know
about summer bat colonies.There
might be a maternity colony
nearby. Report summer colonies to

deep.baIprvgr(tnz@ct.gov.

0 Put up a bat house. You could
support a whole colony in your
own backyard!

0 Educate friends and family about
the bene?ts of bats and the perils
they face.

Next summer, if you are fortunate to

see a bat ?ying overhead after sunset,

appreciate the journey this amazing
anjnral took to get back to your yard.
The sad fact is that when bats leave for
winter, many never make it back.

Number ofbats counted at three hibernation
sites in Connecticut.
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Families that Fish Together, Eat
Fish Together!
Writtenby Justin Wiggins, DEEP Fisheries Division

onnecticut is home
to many avid and
passionate anglers

who take advantage of ti1e
fantastic and diverse fresh
andsaltwater?slieries.What
fuels and motivates people
to ?sh will vary greatly de-
pending on who you ask.
Relaxation, spending time
outdoors, catching lots of
fish, catching BIG fish,
spending time with family
and friends, connecting with
nature, and observing \vild—
life are all valid andgenuine
responses you could expect.

As far back as I can re—

member, Ihave beenhooked
on ?shing. As a kid, ?sh-
ing was an adventure into
the unknown (a feeling that
has not yet faded) and ev-
ery ?sh and experience was
new andexciting. One of the
biggest joys in my life now
is witnessing this excite-
ment through the eyes of a
“newbie” to ?shing. Being
with someone who is seeing
things in the natural world
for the ?rst time is truly a
remarkable and rewarding
experience.

These days, there is
nothing better than taking
my young son and neph-
ews ?shing and I am al~
ready looking forward to
my baby daughter joining
in a few years! Like any
parent, I love spending time with my kids, especially time
spent outdoors. Quinn, my oldest at four years of age, loves
digging for worms and using them to catch sun?sh at our
local town park. His reaction to seeing the ?rst ?sh pulled

Cousins Logan and Quinn had a great morning catching a dinner of tried yellow perchl The boys
went back and forth, running from flag to ilag. Yellow perch are the saving grace for many ice llshing
outlngs.These beautiful native lish are very active during winter and can be caught on tip-ups or
jigging rods.Ye||ow perch are excellent eating, even more so when pulled from the cold winter water.

up from a frozen pond during an ice ?shing trip last winter
was priceless — pure, sincere shock and awe (and screaming
and running). He is still talking about the cat?sh he caught
last summer and the blue crabs we scooped up and ate with

8 Connecticut Wildlife November/December2019
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his cousins. These memories and experiences are imprinted
in his young mind as tl1eyare mine, which is what I have

come to love most about ?shing — sharing the experience.
Kids grow up way too fast, but these memories \vill last

and be cherished forever.
Taking a kid ?shing is much more than just ?shing.

Beyond the good old—fasl1ionedfamily fun, time spent

outdoors with youth has numerous consequential bene?ts,

such as fostering a connection with our natural world and
building a foundation of respect, knowledge, and love for

the outdoors. Fishing provides the perfect excuse to put the
cell phone away, turn the TV off, and connect with nature

and each other. Take advantage of the opportunity and in~

tegrate positive life lessons into your ?shing experience.
For instance, I always make it a point to pick up any bal-

loons and discarded ?shing line I see. I now have a young

boy with a keen eye for garbage, which he insists on pick-
ing up and disposing of properly ~ whether on the water,

hiking trail, or in a parking lot.
Fishing with kids undoubtedly takes preparation, pa-

tience, and love! Following are some simple tips for mak-

ing your next trip with kids a success:
0 Keep it simple: Use live bait. A worm or live

minnow under a bobber will catch ?sh. Kids like to

catch ?sh. Enough said.
Be prepared: Bug spray, sunscreen, ?rst—aidkit, a11d
a change of clothes are all essentials. You will need
the change of clothes!
Snacks: Got to have them! Lots of snacks. An
absolute must.

Life jacket: When ?shing from a boat or on a

?oating dock, it is critical that a PFD be worn at all

times. Even if the kids are good swimmers, this is

responsible behavior and offers piece of mind.
Expectations: If you get a few solid hours of ?shing

in, you did well!
Pictures: Make sure to take lots! You will look back
and cherish these memories.

Ice Fishing
Ice ?shing isa wonderful way to introducekids to ?shing.

It is a family—friendlyoutdoor activity that provides fresh

air and exercise during the doldrums of winter. The ?sh»

ing can be fast and furious, and the slow times are perfect
for dragging the kids around in a sled, throwing a football

or Frisbee, cooking l1otdogs, and drinking l1otchocolate.
The Connecticut Aquatic Resources Education (CARE)

Program offers f1'ee“lntroduction to Ice Fishing” classes
during winter that will teach you everything you need to

know to get started ice ?shing!
The winter 2019 ice ?shing season yielded some unfor-

gettable times with family, friends, and new ice anglers.The

target species while ice ?shing is usually anything that will

re

K
,

/

Quietly paddling a canoe through a calm saltwater marsh, it did not
take long before we noticed dimpllng on the water's surface.The
boys eagerly casted their snapper poppers toward the commotion
as giant schools of peanut bunker were fleeing from snapper
b|ueflsh.The juvenile bluetish were a few months old and tiny,
too small to catch, but Quinn and Ryan loved seeing the giant
schools of baitllsh. As the tide tell, we noticed blue crabs shuffling
along the muddy bottom. Over the next hour, a dozen keeper blue
crabs were netted for a least that alternoon.The beauty and life
exploding from a saltwater marsh is a must see for any kid!

On the afternoon of Super Bowl Sunday, Quinn and i found
ourselves in the midst of a perch feeding frenzy! As the sun was
sinking, I began to pull tip-ups, thinking this trip could not get any
better. One of the last tip-ups left got triggered. “Flag up,” I yelled
to Quinn. He took It by himself. “Help, it's a monster,” he rep|led.l
laughed, assuming a yellow perch was on the line. Instead, I saw a
walleye head sticking out of the ice hole and we had caught a 20-
inch walleye. My three-year old boy (at the time) had just landed a
bigger walleye than I ever have. We hugged, screamed, and smiled
ear to ear for a photo.

_—?._—__—
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Cousins Quinn, Logan, and Ryan were eager to spend a day on the boat after along winter. The tirst warm day In early April found my
brother—in-law and me taking the boys fIsI1lng.We watched great blue herons, ospreys, egrets, and bald eagles huntlng for fish, just as we
were. Casting llve shiners under a bobber, we found a school of hungry fish. Over the next few hours, a flurry of slnklng bobbers produced a
stringer full of beautiful black crappie that made for a tantasttc dlnnert

hite! Tip—upsbaited with live shiners dropped down to one
to two feet otlltlie lake bottom is all it takes to produce ?sh.

Frcsliwater ?shing in lakes, ponds, and rivers offers a
variety 01’options for the kids. From Trout Parks in spring
to panlish. bas and catfish during summer, the opportu-
nities are endless! The "Connecticut Is Fishy” interactive
web application. found at www.ct.gov/1Ieyp[?.v/ii/lg.can help
identify t‘zt1nily—t‘rie1idly?shing locations near you. Not
n1an_\ ?sh can resist the simple, yet effective. presentation
of a worm or minnow ?shed under a bobber.

The go-to quarry are pan?sh, a group of ?sh that in-
cludes sun?sh. yellow perch. and black crappies. Pan?sh
are abundant in our lakes. ponds. and large rivers and usu-
ally willing biters. An added bonus is pan?sh make fan-
tastic table fair and the kids love eating the ?sh they catch.

10 Connecticut Wildlife

Long Island Sound and herbountiful tidal rivers, streams.
and salt water marshes are bursting with great kid—friendly
opportunities throughout summer.

Soup (porgy), referred to as the “sun?sh of the seas",
migrate into Long lsland Sound in late spring, taking resi—
denee on almost every rock pile, mussel bed, pier, or jetty.
A simple bottom rig baited with squid strips or sandworms,
whether casted from the shore or drifting from a boat or
kayak, is irresistible to setup and many other saltwater spe-
cies. Drifting on a boat or kayak will allow you to COVE!‘

ground. which will eertainly help you ?nd the ?sh. If you are
shore bound, the DEEP—designated “Enhanced Shore Fisl1—
ing Sites” have excellent public access and reduced length
limits on ?uke and soup. Jumping aboard one of the many
Charter or Party Boats that cater to families will cost a bit
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Page 58 of 72



of money but greatly increase yourchances
of success and having a day you will never
forget! Come August, the numerous tidal
rivers, creeks, marshes, and beaches along
the coast offer fantastic n1ulti—species?sh-
ing for snapper blue?sh and blue crabs. The
“Saltwater Fishing Resource Map" found at

www.ct.gov/deep/?shing has detailed infor-
mation on shore ?shing sites, boat ramps,
and Party/Charter vessels found along the

Connecticut shoreline.

Become a Volunteer CARE
Fishing Instructor

I am grateful and fortunate to have a

career with the DEEP Fisheries Division
Connecticut Aquatic Resources Education
(CARE) Program. The CARE Program of-

fers “Learn to Fish” classesaround the state,

affording the opportunity to share my pas-
sion and love of ?shing with others who are

interested in learning.Almost as rewarding
is working with the hundreds of volunteer

?shing instructors who donate their time to

teach ?shing to others.

Quinn and I launched my canoe Into a small
pond on a hot July afternoon. Just the two of us
for an afternoon of bluegill fishing. A Splderman
push button rod with a piece of nlghtcrawler
hung 18 Inches under a bobber did the trick this
day. We paddled around and argued about where
we should tlsh, went for a swim, and caught
bluegill alter blueglll. A few dozen of these tasty
lish made their way Into our cooler destined for
“Poor Man’s Shrimp", an easy and delicious use
ot blueglll fillets. An alternoon well spentl

J.wIGGINs/DEEPFIsHERIEs
I

We set out of Nlantlc Bay on a beautliul July day with the goal at gathering enough

soup for llsh tacos that evening. HI-lo rigs baited with squid were sent to the bottom
oi Bartlett Reel. Almost Instantly, they were hooked up. The boys reeled in soup alter
soup until their arms hurtl Not the biggest fish in the sea by any means, but what they

lack In size scup make up for with their tenacious tight. And, they make for excellent
iish tacosl

The CARE Program relies heavily on these
volunteer instructors to provide quality ?rst?shing
experiences to Connecticut residents. Ifyou are

passionate about the outdoors and interested in
sharing your knowledge and love with others, call
the CARE Center at 860-663-1656 to become a

volunteer ?shing instructor: You may just ?nd that
what you enjoy most about ?shing is sharing the
experience!

.—__;
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A Backyard Favorite
The Industrious Downy Woodpecker

Article and photography by Paul Fusco, DEEP I/V/IdlileDivision

12 Connecticut Wildlife

ne of Connecticut’smost familiarback—
ard birds is the downy woodpecker.

This little hannnerhead is our smallest
member of the woodpecker family. It is a hardy
birdwitha widedistributionacross thecontinent,
and is found virtuallystatewide in Connecticut.
They can be seen in practically any woodlot,
regardless of size. Downy woodpeckers are
resident birds, but those from the northern part
of their range may shift a short distance south.

In winter, downywoodpeckersare common
visitors to backyardbird feeders. They are often
in the company of other small birds, including
chickadees, titniice, and nuthatches, together
forming a roving band of activity. By congre-
gating in loose ?ocks, all of the individuals
bene?t as they locate food sources and watch
for predators, such as hawks and cats.

Downy woodpeckers have a broad white
patch on their back and a white underside. The
blackwingshavewhitespots, givingthema bold
checkerboardappearance. The head is striped
black and white, and males have a red spot on
the back of the head. The outer tail feathers are
typicallywhitewith a few small black bars.The
bi]lissmall,straight,and?nely-tipped.Thebirds
also have a noticeable tuft of nasal bristles at
the base of the bill.

While downy woodpeckers prefer open
deciduous woodlands, they are also at home i11
orchards, parks, backyards, and young forest
habitat with brushy or weedy edges. Because
of their small size, these woodpeckers can for-
age on smaller twigs,branches,and herbaceous
stems that would not support larger birds.The
majority of the diet consists of insects, espe
ciallywood—bo11'ngbeetlesand their larvae.The
downy Woodpeckeris a recognized predator of
the invasive pest, the emerald ash borer.

At backyard bird feeders, this little wood~
pecker is fondof black oil sun?ower seed, suet,
peanuts, and peanut butter.ltwill sotnetimesvisit
hummingbird feeders for sugar water.

Woodpeckers often communicateby drum-
ming on a resonating surface, such as a hollow
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or <ic“.lLlbranch. Dmmining is done by both sexes and inten-

siiics in late winter and early spring as males advertisefora

mute and begin couitship. Drumming may also be a \vay for

\\ ootipeckersto claim a tenitory or as response to an intruder.

Drumming patterns can be separatedby species. For in—

slttllL‘L‘.downy woodpeckers drum at a relatively slo\v pace,

15 or so taps per second, with a frequency of a few seconds

hem can each set of drums. Compare that to the hairy wood-

]7CCl\'t‘l'.which has a faster rate of about 25 taps per second,

but it slower frequency, which may be over 20 seconds be-

tween sets.

Downy woodpeckers nest in dead trees, where they ex-

L“.l\'Li1Ca chamber \viti1a small entrance hole. The cavity is

usuuii_\up to 12 inches deep. Here, the female lays three to

eight white eggs. Incubation takes 12 days and young Hedge

about 24 days after hatching.

t’,'m1.<,'<mitlrioI1

Because they are adaptable birds and use such a wide va—

riet_\of habitats, downy woodpeckershave a relatively stable

population.However, the same issues thatare affecting many

small birds are also a concern for downy woodpeckers.Chief

among those concerns
is habitat loss, which is
the number one con-

cern for all wildlife,

downy woodpeckers
included. While Con-
necticut has experi-
enced forest regen»

elation over the past

100 years, there has
been a downtick in
the amount of forest
habitat in the state in
recentyearsdueahnost

Downy vs. Hairy
These two very similar black-and-white
woodpeckers can be hard to distinguish.

The hairy woodpecker (below), with a
length of 7.5 inches, is quite a bit larger

than the downy at 5.75 inches.The hairy
also has a
much larger bill,
proportionally,
than the little bill
of the downy.

The outer tail
feathers of both
species are
white, but those
oi the downy
have a small
amount of black
barring, while
the hairy’s are
unbarred.
Another
difference is the
voice.The hairy
Woodpecker
has aloud, sharp “peek” call note, while
the downy has a mild but loud “plk" call
note. Both have a similar rattling call, but
the call of the hairy remains at about the
same pitch while the rattle descends in
pitch at the end with the downy.

How did they get their
names ?
The lower white patch on the back
of the downy woodpecker has sol!
feathers, while those feathers on the
hairy woodpecker are shaggy and more
hair-like.

entirely to land clearing for development. Other serious con-

cerns for these birdsincludepredationby cats, collisions, and

pesticidepoisoning.
Homeowners who wish to help downy woodpeckers can

provide safe places for roosting at night. The birds will read-

ily use bird boxes, such as bluebird nest boxes, for ye
roosting on cold winter nights. eds’:

9‘ é
‘3)m,t1\°
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- guideliiies,althoughtlieDivisionhas beenresponsible‘ rthenianageinentiind

Piping Plover Numbers ”"“"""“‘
Continue to Grow 5w"

WILLLEAVETHENEST,
SUBJECTINGEGGSAND
YOUNG10 EXPOSURE.Writtenby Fiebecca Foster, DEEP WildlifeDivision;photographyby Paul Fusco, gggglggkgarg

V
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EIEEEI' DSAREPROTECTEDBYLAWV “aha piping plover is a small (rohin—si2ed)buff—grayand white sh ibir
that winters in the southern l '

V
' ‘

_bl

protectionof this small shorebirdbefore it was listed as a threatenedspecies.

Multi-facetedManagement T

Pipingplovers nest on beaches,directly in the sand. Efforts to protect nests
begin withusing wooden postsand string to constnict “fencing” delineating

Vplover nesting habitat. Male pipingplovers dig a small depression in ,
V 3the sand, called a “scrape”, in which the femaleplover lays three or ‘Z _

'

fourCl')’])IiCi1li)’~C0iOl'€(.ieggs. Fencing off prime nesting habitat from ‘ ' g ~'- If ._
beach foot traf?c minimizesdisturbancewhile the birds are form— ‘J

‘ jt,
ing nesting tenitories. Fencing also prevents the eggs, and later ‘

,
g

L\

small chicks, from being accidentallystepped on. Numeroussigns
are used in conjunction with the fencing, includingyellow “STAY
AWA ” (from sensitive nesting areas) signs, “NO DOGS AL—

i
,5

i

i. < 3
w.i~ i

LOWED” (during breedingseason) signs, and educational signs
explainingthe life cycle and needs of the breeding plovers.

Once piping plover nests are located, the WildlifeDivision
may use an exclosure to limit egg predation. An cxclosureis es-
sentially a protective metal structure with netting over the top that {E All totalled,isburiedinltothe S2ll:ld.(il1'Ol]lllda nest) anclnanclioreddown-lwith 260pl0ve,. eggsarge, meta posts. iping p overs are sma enoug 1 to easi y move
in and out of the exclosure, and the cxclosure is very cifective at

»

were pm,d”."3d..
,preventing large predators, both birds and mammals, from reach— i Smtewlda of

ing the eggs. Our research has shown that the success rate for excloscd those,149 chicksnests is higherthanfor unexclosed nests.
\ . _ I hatchedforaThe llllilistep involves carefully monitoringthe fate oi piping _,hatchl-ngcess '

plover pairs, their nests, and chicks throughout the season (typically
5 7 A

..
April throughAugust). Monitoring is done to collect accurate data, "

"i rate of 7 0'
documentand niinimizedisturbances, and educate beacligoerswho total 0f98plqve

‘

clgickswere?ble
« Z?-Iimitegreach?ightr

A

,,

.. a » »

I

gage?j’ "

are interested in learningabout piping plovers. The Wildlife Division ~

is very fortunate to have a robust support system of coiiservationists
who assist with monitoringpiping plovers, includingthe Audubon Al-
liance for Coastal Watei‘bii‘ds,The Nature Conservancy, DEEP State _
Parks Division, municipal goveinments, shoreline property owners, and
over 100 dedicated volunteer piping plover monitors.

Piping Plover Nesting Results for2019
This past season. 57 pairs of piping’plovers and two non~breedii1g

14 Connecticut Wildlife”
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males were documented 011 Connecticut beaches.
Of the 57 pairs, 53 were able to nest while four

pairs did not. Several nests were destroyed and

pairs renested. All totalled, 260 plover eggs were

producedstatewide. Of those, 149 chicks hatched

for a hatching success rate of 57%. A total of 98

plover chicks were able to reach ?ight age, or

“H6 dging
' '

V

fgre,
successiulshorebirdbreedingcannotocc
ur
operation and stewardship of these property

and maintainpositive relationships with shorelineproperty

owners. The Division recognizes and appreciatesthat these

landowners temporarily modify their activities and use of

their beaches to accommodatethe nesting birds, as well as

allow staff access to their property. Most lando\vners who

“host” nesting pipingploverson theirproperty are enthusiastic

about the birds. However, this past season, several landown»

ers declined the protectionsthat have proven to enormously

increase plover nesting success. This lack of protectionand

best management practicescreated an unfortunate situation

where residents and visitorsconstantly walkedthrough nest-

ing territories, causing the birds to abandonusually produc-

tive nesting areas.

Lo0kingAhead to 2020
The Wildlife Division will continue to work with land-

owners, municipalities,and beach visitors to implement

protectionsandbestmanagementpractic-
.es to ensure the greatest probability
of breeding and nesting success

for Connecticut’s
threatened piping
plovers. Those in-
terested in assist-
ing the Division
with piping plo-
ver monitoring
for the2020sea-
son are encour-
aged to con-

tact theAudu-
bon Alliance
for Coastal
Waterbirdsat
crwaterbirds@gnmiI.com.

'2 Connecticut Wildlife 15
. N éinper/D 0,19,

\

Page 63 of 72



Community Connections
Through Conservation
Writtenby Nicole Freidenfelds,VisitingAssistant Ex
Natural Resources and the Environment, Universityof Connecticut

he Natural Re-
sources Conser-
vation Academy

(NRCA) at tl1eUniversity
of Connecticut(UConn)
is a unique program that
engages Connecticut
teens and adult volun~
teers throughoutthe state
withconservation efforts
at the community level.
The NRCA includes
two different programs
students can choose to
participate in — the Con~
servation Ambassador
Program (CAP) and the
Conservation Training
Partnerships (CTP) Pro-
gram. With the guidance
of UConn facultyand stu-
dents, Academy partici-
pants in both programs
conduct projects that ad
dress local conservation
issues, such as creating
an inventory of invasive
plant species for a speci?c property,
collecting\vater qualitydata for stream/
wetland protection, using geospatial
technology to map resources or fea~
tures of interest in a given area, along
with many others. The products that
result from these projects contribute
to scienti?c research and vary from
educational presentations and pain»
phlets to interactive online maps and
short videos.

PopularamongNRCA participants
are conservation projects that focus
on diverse topics related to wildlife.
The species and habitats they choose
to explore range from insects to bears
and backyards to city trails. Here, we

Evelyn, a student In the Conservation Ambassador Program,
eastern red-backed salamanders with her communlty parlne
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology department at Uconn.
PHOTO A CABANFSS,UCONNNRCA

highlight a number of wildlife—related
projects being conducted by members
of the current NRCA class.

Listening for State-listed Bats
All of Connecticut’snative bat spe-

cies are considered of greatest conser~
vation need according to the state’s
Wildlife Action Plan, and all but one
are listed under the state’s Endangered
Species Act. In addition to habitat loss
and disturbance to roosting sites, an-
other major threat to bats is the deadly
fungus that causes white-nose syn~
drome, which has resulted in the death
of tens of thousandsof batssince itwas
?rstdiscoveredinConnecticutin 2008.

tension Educator, NFtCAProgram Coordinator,Department of

digs through leaf lltler tor earthworms and
r, Annette Evans, a doctoral student from the

Working as ConservationTraining
Partnerships (CTP) teammates, Laurie
and Aidenme using acoustic recording
devices to survey for bats throughout
northwest Connecticut.Aiden, a high
school student, notes that they are
not only contributing valuable data
to the state’s long—termbat monitor»
ing efforts, but also helping “educate
the public about bats and their impor-
tance in the environment.”Bats are
often misunderstood,even though they
provide importantecosystemservices,
such as reducing the number of insect
pests (e.g., mosquitoes) andpollinating
plants in some enviromnents.

As one of Kent Land Trust’s Board

16 Connecticut Wildlife
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Dr. Erin Kuprewlcz,Vertebrate Collections
Manager In UConn’s Blodiverslty Research
Collections, Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology, lends her expertise
during a tour of the vertebrate collections
for a closer look at the mammals that
beneiit from beaver-created wetlands.
PHOTO, N FREIDENFIELDS.UCONN NRCA

of Directors, Laurie particularlywants

to focus their survey efforts in the town

of Kent, land trust properties, and spe-

ci?c micro—habitatswithin these areas

so that the town and land trusts can bet-

ter manage habitat for bat species.She

also pointsout the needfor well—trained
wildlife rehabilitators who can care

for abandonedor injured bats to help

release them safely back into the wild.

Salamanders vs. Earthworms
Over the past few decades, an in-

November/December2019

Aiden is using SonoBat sottwaretolanalyzebat acoustic recordings as part of his

conservatlonTrain|ng Partnerships prolect.
PHOTO, L D055, MARVELWDODSCHOOL

crease inhuman activity and movement

has enabled the spread of non—native
earthworms into new areas of North

Americanforest ecosystems. These in-

vasive earthworms are driving changes

in soil structure, nutrient cycling, and
competition with native species for

food and/or space.
Evelyn, a member of the NRCA’s

Conservation Ambassador Program

(CAP), notes that “something as small

as an earthworm can affect the ecol-

ogy of a forest.” She is partneringwith

Annette Evans, a doctoral student at

UCorm, to examine the impacts of non-

native earthworms on the abundance
of eastern red—backedsalamanders
(Plellmzlon cinereus) in southwestern
Connecticut. It is thought that earth-

worms reduce the amount of leaf litter

and detritus on the forest ?oor, which
in turn reduces the availability of in-

vertebrates that make up the majority
of salamander diets.

As Annette points out, “The intro-

duction of non—nativespecies, such

as earthworms, can have devastating
consequences for native ecosystems,

including those in your to\vn!Everyone

can help preserve native Connecticut

Connecticut Wildlife 17
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wildlife, such as salamanders, by not
dumping unwanted plants or animals
outside and never removing rocks or
fallen logsfrom forests (even thosenext
to your backyardl), as they provide im-
portant homes to native wildlife.”

Birds ofa Feather
Michaeland Michaela are a father»

daughter CTP team whose goal is to
combine Michaela’s passion for bird-
ing and Michael’s passion for the Os-
wegatchie HillsNature Preserve in East
Lyme. According to Michaela, “Tire
Oswegatchie Hills is an astounding
place, with countless stories to tell.”
She and her dad plan to create a series
of entertainingand educational videos
about thepreserve “in hopes that it will
bring more interest to the Hills.“ Mi-
chael adds tl1atwhen people become
fascinatedby the different things they
can see and experience in the woods,
they become more passionate about
nature and thereby more inclined to
preserve it.

Ovenbirds and Stock Market
Models

Ovenbirds are olive—greer1warblers
commonly heard singing throughout
Connecticut forests during spring and
summer, and the subject of CAP mem-
berAllie’s project. She is workingwith
Eliza Grames, a UCom1 doctoral stu-
dent, to better understand factors that
affect ovenbird singing. Using models
similarto thosein?nancialmarket trad-
ingand earthquake aftershockanalysis,
Eliza and Allie are exploring the role
of time during the breedingseason and
forest fragmentation on ovenbird sing«
ing behavior.

When asked about the project,Allie
said it is “a perfect fit for me because I
am passionate about computer science
and technology,as wellas environmen-
tal conservation. I was surprised when
I began my project at l1o\veasilyacces-
sible it was to me. I am not an expert on
bird calls or Connecticutbird species,
butl was immediatelyable to start learr1—

,.

(9

Eastern red-backed salamanders (Plethodon cinereus) occur throughout Connecticut and
are commonly iound under leaf litter and woody debris on the forest lloor.
PHOTO. N FREIDENFIELDS,UCONH NRCA

ing more. It’s important to understand
that environmental conservation can
be connected to many other ?elds (ir1
this case, computer science) and that all
forms of research are valuable."Eliza
hopes “to help Allie develop program-
ming skills thatshe can use inher future
research and give her an opportunity to
combine her interests in computer sci»
ence and wildlife.”

Eager Beavers
Inspired in part by the book Eager:

The Surprising, Secret LifeofBeavers
and WhyTlzeyMatterbyBen Goldfarb,
CTP teammates, Christin andMelinda,
are creating an oniine story map featur-
ing a beaver—createdwetland at Men-
dell’s Folly preserve, a property of the
Bethany Land Trust. Their story map
will include information they gained
duringa recent visit to the UCorm Storrs
campus. Melinda and Christin were
given a tour of the UConn vertebrate
collections by Dr. Erin Kuprewicz and

met with Anna Puchkoff, a graduate
student in the department of Natural
Resources and the Enviromnent, to
learnmore aboutwetlands, the valuable
services they provide, and the organ-
isms that use them.

Melinda’s goal with this project is
to educate the general public and to
encourage more people to participate
in citizen science programs like the
NRCA or smaller events, such as The
Great Backyard Bird Count.

Interested in learning more about
the Natural Resources Conservation
Academyand conducting a local wild-
life—relatedconservation project? Visit
/mps://nrca. ucann. editor email nrm @

m:0m1.e1lufor more infonnation. Pro-
grams are available for teens and adults.
The CTP program is funded by a grant
from the National Science Foundation;
CAP support is provided in part by the
Goldring Family Foundation, Inc.
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A Rewarding Story of Rescue
and Release
Written by Sandra Fluiz, DEEP WildlifeDivision

uccessful stories about the re-

covery of injured wildlife are
often the result of cooperative

work among non—pro?torganiza~
tions, citizens, and DEEP. This year,
the cooperative action of Audubon
Connecticut’s Sharon AudubonCen-

ter, volnnteers, and DEEP’s Fisher-
ies and Wildlife Divisions resulted
in the successful rescue and release
of an adult male bald eagle. Early
this past May, staff from DEEP’s
Burlington Trout Hatchery found
a bald eagle stranded at one of the
ponds and immediately contacted
the Wildlife Division. The bird was
taken to Sharon Audubon’s Wildlife
Rehabilitation Clinic.

Under the care of wildlife reha~
bilitation and outreach specialist,
Sunny Kellner, along with the as-

sistance of staff and volunteers, the
eagle recovered his strength. Adult
birds of prey taken in for rehabilita»

tion without obvious injuries often
show levels of lead poisoning and
accumulationof envirotnnentalcon~
taminants that are picked up from
the prey and Carrion they eat. In this
case, medical examination showed
no bodily injuries or chemical tox-
icity. The eagle’s condition seemed
to have been the result of weakness,
possibly related to its remarkable
age of 24 years old! Life expectancy

in the wild ranges between i5 and
30 years, but for this bird to be free
of toxins at that age is remarkable.
Fortunately, the eagle only needed a safe place to recover

weight and gain strength.
The surprise did not end with the medical results, band

reports identi?ed thiseagle as a Connecticut native, banded
as a chick by DEEP staff on June 8, 1995, in Barkhamsted.
It is the offspring of the first pair of bald eagles to nest in
Connecticut since the 1950s. This breeding pair was the

/ r.
"

This 24-year-old bald eagle — the offspring oi the first bald eagle pair to nestin Connecticut
alter almost 40 years of absence — was recently rehabilitated and released back into the wild.

only one in Connecticut from 1992 to 1995.
On October 1, 2019, after ?ve months of hearty meals

(inciudin g ?sh provided by the hatchery) and vigilant care,
the eagle was released at the Burlington Trout Hatchery
in the presence of those who were involved in his rescue

and care.
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Discover Outdoor CT 20i 9
Fun for the Whole Family

Written by Andrew LaBonte, DEEP WildlifeDivision;photos by DEEP WildlifeDivision staff

his year’s Discover Outdoor Connecticut
Daywas heldinSeptemberat Harnmonasset
Beach State Park inMadison.TheBureau of

Natural ResourcesWildlife midFisheriesDivisions,
alongwiththeBuneauofOutdoorRecreation’sDivi-
sions of State Parks, Law Enforcement, and Boat-
ing, cooperativelyhosted the event with nrore than
30 othergroups, suchas privatehuntingand?shing
clubs, envirornnentaleducation centers, and other
conservationorganizations.

The federal Wildlife and Sport?sh Restoration
Progranr, which is funded by special fees on hunt-
ingand ?shingequipmentandhelps?nancewildlife
and ?sh management, habitatrestoration,andother
conservationprogramsinthestates,helpedmakethis
event possible.Additionalsupport was providedby
Bill Enrbacher Decoys~AvianTaxidermy,East Hartford Cabela‘s,
The Country Butcher,Friends of Sessions Woods, Home Depot,

High Rock Shooting Pre-
serve, QuinebaugKennels,
and the Rocky Morrntain
ElkFoundation.Eventslike
DiscoverOutdoorConnecti—
cut \v0uld not be possible
withouttremendoussupport
from various conservation
and outdoor groups and lo-
cal volunteers.Tire ultimate
goalOfmeevemistopmvide Prliclpantsat this year's iscoverOutorConnecicut
attendees ‘"1 Oppomlnityto learned from natural resource professionals about ongoing
pm?cipate in Various Our- habitat management programs (top) and tried their hand at

door—relatedactivitieswhile
casung wnh Splnnlng reels’

also raising awareness and appreciationfor resource conservation.Management efforts
that bene?t Cor1necticut’snaturalresources not only include?sh and wildlife,brrtthe air,
water, and habitats in which those animals live. By introducingresidentsto our state’s

Emma Kowalchuk Won third Place diversenaturalareas and the speciesthat live within,it is hoped theydevelopan apprecia-
In the youth category of the photo
contest tor her photo of a flower. tion, a sense of stewardship,zurdan interestin becominginvolved.

The second Discover Outdoor Connecticut Photo Contest was held in conjunction
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with the event. Whether a hunter, angler, or general outdoor enthusiast,seeing
and capturinga great photoof a raccoon, frog, butter?y, dragon?y, or a beautiful

landscape,can be a memorableexperience.
The locavore movement is becoming more popular, spurringinterestin iiil.t‘~

vestingandprovidinglocal food for one’s own table.Thanks to generous venison
donations from Josh Weiner and processingefforts fron1 Steven Boyer of The

Country Butcher in Tolland, over 300 poundsof local venison (deer) were made

into kielbasa, meat sticks, pastrami,salami, and summer sausage for attendees

to enjoy. Many left with a full appreciationof how good locallyharvestedfood

tastes and, hopefully, left themcraving more.

Thanks to all of theDEEP staff, volunteers, andorganizationswho participat-
ed, the event featured a long listof outdoor activitiesfor the wholefamily. Truly
connectingwith the outdoorscannot be accomplishedthrough a smart phone or

tablet. Nothing can replacea firsthandoutdoorexperience— suchas spendingthe

day on the water in a canoe or kayak,hiking throughthewoods witha camera, or

harvestingone’s own food for the table.Events likeDiscoverOutdoor Connecti-
cut not only increase awareness of DEEP’s role in managing?sh,
wildlife, and theirhabitats, theyalso helpbuildan understandingof

the value and importanceof naturalresources as a whole.
It is hoped thatattendeeswillcontinueto enjoythe outdoorsand

all ithas to offer. Next year’sevent is plannedagainfor Hammonas—

fordetailsbycheckingthe DEEP websiteat www.ct.gov/

deep/Di.rcover01ttd00rCT. ’2;,0m\<>“

‘T ”V‘;,_W7'
vx. * t *»

Discover Outdoor Connecticut offers participants a unique
opportunity to learn about Connecticut's natural resources
and a variety of outdoor activities, including target archery,
wlldlite demonstrations, exhibits, a photo contest, venison
tasting (ten), and more!

Discover Outdoor Connecticut willbe held in
September 2020 at Hrunmonasset Beach State
Park. Stay tuned for details at www.ct.gov/(leep/
DI'sc0ver0m‘(IoorCT or on Facebook at l1ttps://
wwwfrtcebook.com/CTFishAm1WiIdly‘e.
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FROMTHEFIELD
Notable Statistics from
the 2018 Deer Hunting
Season

Harvest Total 11,345

Archery Harvest 5,332

Shotgun/Ftille Harvest 4,298

Archery Permits 16,956
Shotgun/Rille Permits 16,526

Success Rates
Archery 31.3%
Shotgun/Rifle 24.6%
Muzzleloader 8.4%

Sex Ratio
Males per Female 1.4:1

Top Harvest Towns
Lebanon 227
East Haddam 228

Coventry 202

Woodstock 196

Top Archery Harvest Zone
Zone 11 1,249

Reported Roadkill 608

Crop Damage 569

More speci?c details are in the 2018 Deer
Program Srmrmary (II!

/rttps.'//rvrvw.cr.gov/rIeep/Iib/ 3“k 5%
deep/rviI(lI#e?1df_/iles/game/ £3deersu/Ir2018.pdf "§,0m\o&

Bird Species on the Brink
Using the latest climate change

models and known home ranges of 604
North American birds, NationalAudubon
Society scientists were able to predict
how each species’range will shift as
climate change and other human impacts
continue to in?uence the continent. The
resrrlts indicate that two-thirds (389 out
of 604) of North American bird species
will be forced to relocate as the climate
warms, and many of those species may
not survive. While one might think that

22 Connecticut Wildlife

A Fun Day ofFishing.’
Thirteen—year-old

Zack Adams attended
DEEP‘s Discover Outdoor
Connecticut Day this past
September not knowing it
would turn into the largest
bass of l1islife! Zack was
the \vinncr of the Kids Quiz
contest at the event, which
earned him a ?shing prize
package and an afternoon
of ?shing for his family at
the Connecticut Aquatic
Resources Education (CARE)
Center.

Zack has experience
trout ?shing, but bass ?shing
\vas new to him. He and
his brother, Jake, were in
for a treat that evening and
CARE Fishing Instructor
Jake Parise was on hand to
assist with this new style of
fishing. The conditions were
calm and perfect for casting
top\Vater frogs. The plastic
frogs dragged across lily pads
triggered several eruptions,
and the boys were rewarded

.
%e°s..

with a few nice largemouthbass. In the meantime, CARE Instructor Jake caught some
live bait — small bluegill srrntish that he rigged on a large circle hook under a bobber.
Bluegill sun?sh are bass candy, and this turned out to be the ticket for Zack’s biggest
largemouthbass ever. Zack casted one of the live bluegill along a weed line and soon
watched the bobber disappear.After a short battle, Zack pulled to shore a largemouth
bass that was pushing four pounds. Congratulations to Zack!
Justin Wiggins, DEEP Fislreries Divisimr

certain species would simply shift their
home ranges further north, the models
emphasize the fundamentalclimate needs
each species requires for survival; not
the speci?cs of habitat. In other words,
some species will likely be forced to
move their home ranges further north, but
there may not be any suitable habitat for
them when they get there. So what does
this mean for Connecticutbirds? A two
degrees Celsius warmingcould mean that
over 50 species that call our state home

may lose more than half of their current
range. This includes the eastern towhee,
Arnencan woodcock, bobolink, and
ovenbird.Reducing our Carbonemissions
and better absorbing emissions that are
produced would greatly help limit our
planet’s warming trend. To learn more
about how climate change will impact
birds, visit ivwmartdubon.org/cIim(1re/
survivalI)_vdegmes.
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Subscription Order H
Please make checks payable to:

Connecticutwildlife, P.O. Box 1550, Burlington, CT 06013
Clmck mic:

C] A
1Year ($8.00) 2Years ($15.00) 3 Yca1's($20.00)

'“ ‘""'
- 7- - .

Renewal Drmalran to the WildlifeFund.

V >: . .
1 "W New Subscription

$
‘T?’

A I I _, ‘

_
‘ '

_ I1:-Ip?iltdpmjvctx that lwnu?t
‘ I "'31 Glfl SltbSCt'lptl()n xnrigl?rlv, tlrrmtertetl and eridurrgemf

C. N S . spec’ ep/iles, mnpliibinrix, hats, and

"3 ' "?‘:?:'?:'
mm’

_?

_.._
card 10 IUIIII.‘ otlreI‘wIldIt?'.Y]7t’(‘i¢’.\‘.

Zip: _._._._.:_.
Tel;

Email.'
Willonly be nxedfnrSttb.YCi'l[lIi0lt])ttl?0.t(’.\'

Order on-line with a credit card through the DEEP Store at: www.ct.gov/deep/WiIdIifeMaaazine

CénservaflenCalendar
Dec. - March ...........Observa eagles at the Shepaug Dam Observation Area in Southbury. The viewing area is open Saturdays, Sundays, and

Wednesdays from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM lrom early December through early March. Visitation to the observation area is by

reservation only.To schedule a tree visit, go to hllps://wwivlirsllightpower.cam/recreation/?Iocation,id=397or call 1-800-368-

8954 (Tuesday through Friday between 9:00 AMand 3:00 PM).

Jan. - April...............Donate to the Endangered Species/Wildlife income Tax Check-off Fund on your 2019 Connecticut Income Tax form. Learn

more at wwwct.gov/deep/Endangeredspecies.

Early 2020 Hunting Season Dates
Jan. 1-31. ......Bowhunting season for deer and turkey on private land only in Deer Management Zones 11 and 12.

Jan. 1-Feb. 29 .........Hunting continues for pheasant, chukar and Hungarian partridges, gray squirrels, cottontail rabbits, European hares, and red

and gray foxes. (See the 2020 Connecticut Hunting and Trapping Guide for additional season dates.)

Jan. 15-Feb. 15 .......Canada goose late season in the south zone.

Consult the 2020 Connecticut Hunting and Trapping Guides and 2019-2020 Migratory Bird Hunting Guide for Find US on
specific season dates and details. Guides are available at DEEP facilities, town halls, and outdoor equipment FaCebOOk
stores, and also on the DEEP website (www.ct.gov/deep/hunting; www.ct.govIdeeplfishlng). Go to www.

ct.govldeeplsportsmenllcensing to purchase Connecticut hunting, trapping, and fishing licenses, as well , age 00 _5 ' i 4 9

as required permits and stamps. The system accepts payment by VISAor MasterCard.

RecoverirrgAnzer'icaWiklliféActAdvancesintile. HouseofRepjfeserzttztives
The U.S. Congress House Committee on

Natural Resources recently advanced bills
that protect our rivers and restore our wildlife i
populations, including Recovering America's _ ,

WildlifeAct (H.R. 3742) which has 157
bipartisan cosponsors toward final passage

g '
I

F00hivil§EltiCA’§ Flgii &Wii.0l.iFEin the House.
State fish and wildlifeagencies have

identifiedover 12,000 species in need of
proactive conservation to prevent them from
becoming threatened or endangered. The bipartisan Recovering Amerlca’sWildlifeAct (RAWA), reintroduced by Representatives

Debbie Dingell (D-Ml)and Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) in July of this year, is a solution to this criticalproblem.
The billwilldedicate $1.3 billionannually to state fish and wildlifeagencies to implement their science-based wildlifeaction

plans and an additional$97.5 millionfor tribal fish and wildlifemanagers to conserve fish and wildlifeon tribal lands and waters. This

willprovide dedicated funding, so state and tribalwildlife managers can proactively conserve fish and wildlifespecies of greatest

conservation need in a voluntary, non-regulatory manner before federal listing under the Endangered Species Act is warranted. All

of this can be done without additional taxes. Learn more at www.cl.gov/deep/AIlianceforFishandWlIdIiIeor htlp://ournalureusacom/.
Followprogress on RAWAon Facebook at https://www.lacebook.com/OurNalureUSA..
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Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
Bureau of Natural Resources / Wildlife Division
Sessions Woods Wildlife Management Area
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A cedar waxwlng makes use of ornamental crabapple berries on a cold and icy wlnler murnlng.
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