
  

 

Finance Committee Meeting 
Monday May 11, 2020; 6:00PM 

 
         Virtual Meeting 

4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT   06268 
 

AGENDA 
 

In accordance with Governor Lamont's Executive Order 7B and social distancing guidelines 
recommended by the CDC to slow community spread of COVID-19, this meeting is physically 
closed to the public. The public may view the meeting live at https://mansfieldct.gov/video or on 
Charter Spectrum Cable Channel 191 (the website is recommended as it is a higher image 
clarity).   
  
Public Comment will be accepted by email at TownMngr@mansfieldct.org or by USPS mail at 4 
South Eagleville Road, Mansfield CT 06268 and must be received prior to the meeting (public 
comment received after the meeting will be shared at the next meeting). Additionally, public 
comment can be phoned in live. Please email TownMngr@mansfieldct.org or call 860-429-3336 
ext. 5 by Noon on the day of the meeting to receive instructions for how to phone in public 
comment.  
 
Call to Order 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment 
 
Staff Reports 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 

a. April 21, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Old Business 
 
New Business 
2. Appoint the Auditors 
3. Write off to Suspense List 
4. Financial Statements dated March 31, 2020 

Communications/Other Business/Future Agenda Items 
 
Adjournment 

https://townhallstreams.com/towns/mansfield_ct


  

 

Finance Committee Meeting 
April 21, 2020; 5:30PM 

 
         Virtual Meeting 

4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT   06268 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
Members Present: Kochenburger (Chair), Shaiken (left meeting at 7:00pm), Fratoni (joined at 6:10pm) 
 
Other Council Members Present: Moran, Bruder, and Freudmann  
 
Staff Present:  Carrington, Trahan, Vincente, Dilaj, Corson 
  
Guests:  Atty. Kevin Deneen, O’Malley, Deneen, Leary, Messina & Oswecki 
 
 

1. Meeting called to order at 5:31 pm 
 

2. Opportunity for Public Comment – None 
 

3. Staff Reports – None 
 

4. Approval of minutes for February 10, 2020 
 

Shaiken moved and Kochenburger seconded to approve the minutes of February 10, 2020 
as presented.  Motion passed by Shaiken & Kochenburger. 
 
Shaiken moved to begin with the Health Insurance Fund & OPEB transfer discussion, 
waiting for Fratoni before beginning the Depot Campus discussion.  Kochenburger 
seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

5. Health Insurance Surplus – OPEB Liability – Finance Director Trahan reviewed the financial 
status of the Health Insurance Fund and management’s recommendation for a portion of the 
surplus to be transferred to the OPEB trust fund.  Trahan reviewed and answered questions from 
the Committee on the town’s unfunded OPEB liability.  No action from the Committee or the Town 
Council is necessary as the use of surplus is for health insurance related costs. 
 

6. Capital Improvement Program adjustments – Finance Director Trahan reviewed the proposed 
adjustments to the capital improvement program in her memo dated April 20, 2020 and answered 
questions from the Committee. 

 
Shaiken moved and Kochenburger seconded to recommend the Town Council approve the 
Capital Improvement adjustments as presented in the Finance Director’s memo dated April 
20, 2020.  Motion passed with Fratoni abstaining. 

 
7. Parks and Recreation Fund – Directors Trahan and Vincente briefly summarized the concerns 

regarding the ongoing loss of revenues related to the Silver Sneakers program as well as the 
more recent loss of revenue due to the shutdown for the coronavirus.  Staff requested direction 
from the Committee regarding what options they would like to see included for additional support 
the Fund.  The discussion will return to the full Council as part of the budget process.   
 



  

 

8. Depot Campus Lease Discussion – Director Trahan provided an overview of the early discussions 
surrounding the lease agreement, when they happened, who was involved, and what was 
discussed, including a discussion with the Town Council.   Attorney Kevin Deneen was present 
and answered questions from the Committee.  
 

9. Communications/Other Business/Future Agenda Items – None 
 

10. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 7:13pm. 
 
Kochenburger moved and Fratoni seconded to adjourn. Motion so passed.  

 
Respectfully submitted:  Cherie Trahan, Director of Finance 



 
 

Town of Mansfield 
Agenda Item Summary 

To: Town Council 
From: John C. Carrington, Interim Town Manager 
CC: Cherie Trahan, Director of Finance 
Date: May 11, 2020 
Re: Appointment of Auditor to Conduct Financial Audit for Fiscal Year 2019/20 
 
Subject Matter/Background 
 
Section 7-392(c) and 4-232 of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, requires 
that each municipality annually designate an independent public accounting firm to audit 
the books and accounts of that government.  Services were put out to bid out in 
2016/17.  A three year contract (with an option to extend for two years) was awarded to 
Blum Shapiro & Company, P.C.  The FY 2019/20 audit will be the fourth year of the 
contract 
 
Financial Impact 
 
Funds are included in the proposed 20/21 budget to cover the audit fees of $45,500. 
 
Recommendation 
 
If the Finance Committee recommends the appointment to the Town Council, the 
following motion is in order: 
 
Move, effective May 11, 2020 to appoint Blum Shapiro and Company, P.C. as the 
auditing firm for the Fiscal Year 2019/20. 
 
 



 
 

Town of Mansfield 
Agenda Item Summary 

To: Town Council 
From: John C. Carrington, Interim Town Manager 
CC: Cherie Trahan, Director of Finance, Jerl Casey, Collector of Revenue 
Date: May 11, 2020 
Re: Transfer of Uncollected Taxes to Property Tax Suspense Book 
 
Subject Matter/Background 
 
As required by State Statute Section 12-165, attached please find the proposed transfer 
of uncollected taxes to the property tax suspense book, submitted for the Town Council’s 
review and approval.  As explained by the Collector of Revenue, the majority of the list 
items are motor vehicle account bills and old trash account bills to customers that the 
town has been unable to locate. The additions to the suspense book total $30,277.71. 
 
Although the taxes are removed from the books as a current receivable they continue to 
remain collectible for 15 years from the original due date.  From July 1, 2018 to date, the 
town has successfully collected $30,665.35 in outstanding suspense taxes and 
interest.  The Finance Committee is reviewing this item at its meeting on May 11, 2020. 
 
Recommendation 
 
If the Finance Committee recommends approval of the Transfer to Suspense, the 
following motion is in order: 
  
Move, effective May 11, 2020, to transfer $30,277,71 in uncollected property taxes to the 
Mansfield Property Tax Suspense Book, as recommended by the Collector of Revenue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1) Process Suspense Report (Detail) 
2) CGS Section 12-165 
 













Sec. 12-165. Municipal suspense tax book. Each municipality shall have a suspense tax book. At least 
once in each year each collector of taxes in each municipality shall deliver to the board of finance or 
other similar board by whatever name called or, if no such board exists, to the board of selectmen if a 
town not consolidated with a city or borough, to the common council or board of aldermen if a city, to 
the warden and burgesses if a borough and to the governing board if any other municipality, a 
statement giving by rate bill: (1) The name and address of the person against whom each uncollectible 
tax was levied, and (2) the reason why such collector believes each such tax is uncollectible. At the end 
of such statement, the tax collector shall certify that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, each tax 
contained in such statement has not been paid and is uncollectible. A detailed examination shall be 
made by the authority to which such statement has been given of each tax shown thereon and, after 
such examination, it shall designate in writing each tax which is believed by it to be uncollectible. 
Thereupon, each tax so designated as uncollectible shall be transferred by such collector to the 
suspense tax book. (3) Each tax so transferred shall not thereafter be included as an asset of such 
municipality. The amount of each tax so transferred during the last fiscal year and the name of the 
person against whom each such tax was levied shall be published in the next annual report of such 
municipality or filed in the town clerk's office within sixty days of the end of the fiscal year. (4) Nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as an abatement of any tax so transferred, but any such tax, as it 
has been increased by interest or penalty, fees and charges, may be collected by the collector then or 
subsequently in office. The provisions of section 12-147 shall be applicable to all moneys so collected. 
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