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Town Council
Regular Meeting

July 13, 2020

   GoToMeeting | Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 So. Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT

DRAFT MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Moran called the regular meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order 
at 7:15 p.m. on GoToMeeting.

2. ROLL CALL
Present: Ausburger, Berthelot, Bruder, Freudmann, Kochenburger, Moran, 
Schurin, Shaiken
Excused: Fratoni

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Bruder moved and Mr. Schurin seconded to approve the minutes of the June
22, 2020 regular meeting as presented.

New business item 8F to be removed from the minutes due to a scrivener’s error.

Motion passed with all in favor except Ms. Berthelot who abstained.

4. PUBLIC HEARING
Neighborhood Assistance Act Programs
The Town Clerk read the legal notice. No comments were offered and the public 
hearing was closed.

5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS COUNCIL
None.

Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Kochenburger seconded to alter the agenda as 
follows: to add an executive session for the purpose of discussing pending or 
threatened litigation, Diversity Construction Group and the Town of Mansfield, to 
immediately precede agenda item 9C and to move agenda item 9D to precede 
that so new business would now read: A.Code Red, B.August 11th Primary, 
C.Human Rights Commission, D.Executive Session, E.Lenard Hall.

Motion passed with all in favor.

6. REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER/COVID 19 UPDATE

http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18363/Public%20Hearing%20on%20Neighborhood%20Assistance%20Act%20Prog.pdf?handle=643407D646484EA3976547CA5AB5CC1A
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Interim Town Manager John Carrington presented his written report.

7. REPORTS AND COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Moran reported that she was part of a COVID-19 meeting with UConn 
officials and that it is clear that they have planned for on campus safety a lot with 
a focus on residence halls and classroom buildings but she is concerned about 
students living off campus.
Mr. Kochenburger reported that he received an email from UConn about COVID-
19 testing that states commuter students will not be tested.

Mr. Kochenburger moved and Mr. Shaiken seconded to add an agenda item at 
the end of new business to consider a response to UConn’s soon-to-be-released 
protocols for commuter students.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Shaiken urged Mansfield residents considering to travel elsewhere in the 
nation to reconsider and to take the Governor’s travel advisory seriously.
Mr. Freudmann shared his disapproval of Council’s actions on June 22, 2020 in 
regards to the PILOT Agreements with the Mansfield Non-Profit Housing 
Development Corporation.
Ms. Berthelot reported there will forums held with Black Lives Matter E. O. Smith 
with student testimonials on July 28th.
Mr. Schurin reported that he and Mr. Bruder have been working on the Human 
Rights Campaign’s Municipal Equality Index survey with help from Director of 
Human Resources Holly Schafer and it is almost complete.

8. OLD BUSINESS
A. Neighborhood Act Assistance Programs (Item #8A, 6/8/20 Agenda)

Mr. Bruder moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to pass the following 
resolution:

Resolved, to approve the following projects for submission to the Connecticut 
Department of Revenue Services for inclusion in the 2020 Neighborhood 
Assistance Act Program: water harvesting project at the Mansfield Community
Center; and sustainability, reduction of carbon footprint, outreach and 
education at Storrs Friends Meeting house.

Motion passed with all in favor except Mr. Ausburger and Mr. Freudmann 
who voted against.

9. NEW BUSINESS
A. Code Red / Emergency Communications

Deputy Fire Chief Adam Libros described Mansfield’s emergency 
communications program and the Town’s use of the Code Red 
communication system.  Mr. Libros explained that notices pertaining to active 
police matters would only be broadcast after instruction by police to do so.
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B. August 11th Primary
Democratic Registrar Anne Greineder and Republican Registrar Vera Ward 
provided an update to the Council regarding preparations for the August 11th 
Primary.

C. Human Rights Commission
Ms. Berthelot moved and Mr. Kochenburger seconded that the Mansfield 
Town Council instruct the Commission on Human Rights to present an initial 
set of recommendations to the Town Council for improving equity in the Town 
of Mansfield by January 11, 2021. This review shall include proposals for 
making Juneteenth a town holiday and an initial review of town ordinances, 
regulations, policies and practices.

Mr. Schurin moved and Mr. Kochenburger seconded to amend the motion so 
that the last sentence reads “This review shall include proposals for making 
appropriate recognition of the day of emancipation and an initial review of 
town ordinances, regulations, policies and practices.”  Motion passed
unanimously.

Amended motion passed with all in favor except Mr. Ausburger and Mr. 
Freudmann who voted against.

D. Executive Session for the Purpose of Discussing Pending or Threatened 
Litigation, Diversity Construction Group and the Town of Mansfield
Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Bruder seconded to enter executive session for 
the purpose of discussing pending or threatened litigation, Diversity 
Construction Group and the Town of Mansfield and invite John Carrington, 
Curt Vincente, Kevin Deneen, Cherie Trahan, and Allen Corson.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

The executive session concluded and the Council reconvened in open 
session.  

E. Lenard Hall Project Settlement Agreement between the Town of Mansfield and 
Diversity Construction Group
Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Bruder seconded, effective July 13, 2020, to 
authorize the Interim Town Manager to execute the attached Settlement 
Agreement between the Town of Mansfield and Diversity Construction Group.

Mr. Freudmann moved and Mr. Ausburger seconded, effective July 13, 2020, 
to postpone execution of the settlement agreement pending a legal review of 
the agreement between the Town of Mansfield and the EMG Corporation to 
determine if the latter had an obligation to identify hazardous materials as part
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of its 2017 town wide facilities study.  Motion to amend failed with all against 
except Mr. Ausburger and Mr. Freudmann who voted in favor.  

Main motion passed unanimously.

The Council agreed by consensus to review the agreement with EMG 
Corporation.

F. Response to UConn’s Commuter Student COVID-19 Protocol
Mr. Shaiken moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to authorize the Mayor to 
send a letter to the University urging them to implement the same testing, 
quarantine, and other safety protocol for off campus students as they are for 
on campus students.  Motion passed unanimously.

10. REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Finance Committee Chair Mr. Kochenburger reported there will be a special 
meeting tomorrow.
Committee on Committees Chair Mr. Bruder reported the Committee will not 
meet until August.

11. DEPARTMENTAL AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS
None.

12. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
A. Sgt. K. Timme, Town of Mansfield Monthly Report (May 2020)
B. J. Raynor (6.4.20)
C. J. Carrington, letter re: Lane Watson re-appointment to EDC (5.26.20)
D. M. Gogarten (6.26.20)
E. D. Meaney, DPA CT Water, email re: Town Reps to Customer Advisory Council

(6.26.20)
F. L. Rodriguez, Principal Southeast Elementary School, email re: Letter of 

Commendation (6.27.20)
G. Flyer - Step Out For The Brave

13. FUTURE AGENDAS

 Discussion with State Police re: Notification in an Emergency

14. ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Bruder seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:28 
p.m. The motion passed unanimously.

Antonia Moran, Mayor Sara-Ann Chaine, Town Clerk

http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18368/Sgt.%20K.%20Timme,%20Town%20of%20Mansfield%20Monthly%20Report%20(M.pdf?handle=09E7A547FC244830BBC05939AFA1AA8C
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18372/J.%20Raynor%206.4.20.pdf?handle=B794E15033EA44DFB9B2F1607D194AD1
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18372/J.%20Raynor%206.4.20.pdf?handle=B794E15033EA44DFB9B2F1607D194AD1
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18372/J.%20Raynor%206.4.20.pdf?handle=B794E15033EA44DFB9B2F1607D194AD1
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18388/J.%20Carrington,%20letter%20re%20Lane%20Watson%20re-appointmen.pdf?handle=0D93BE9A609F4ED68509FD8783A40656
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18376/M.%20Gogarten%206.26.20.pdf?handle=6CC2859DCA1F4EC69985A71E6DD6AC28
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18380/D.%20Meaney%20DPA%20CT%20Water%20email%20re%206.26.20.pdf?handle=850C097DF21C4ED48B183456B7254658
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18380/D.%20Meaney%20DPA%20CT%20Water%20email%20re%206.26.20.pdf?handle=850C097DF21C4ED48B183456B7254658
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18380/D.%20Meaney%20DPA%20CT%20Water%20email%20re%206.26.20.pdf?handle=850C097DF21C4ED48B183456B7254658
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18384/L.%20Rodriguez,%20Principle%20Southeast%20Elementary%20Schoo.pdf?handle=224E4469D7304C80917CFF798FD5D587
http://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/18392/Flyer%20Step%20Out%20For%20The%20Brave.pdf?handle=F8EAD712288C440BA66CD25990C03411
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