Mansfield Middle School – Technology Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)
205 Spring Hill Road, Storrs, CT 06268
(revised 10/15/2013)

The use of computer devices (including personal electronic devices), network, and Internet access is a privilege extended to
students at Mansfield Middle School. Our goal in providing this service is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource
sharing, innovation, and communication. These guidelines are provided so that students are aware of the responsibilities required
to use this technology. Please read this document carefully and sign at the bottom. Computer use at school may be revoked if a
student does not adhere to the guidelines below.
1.

Acceptable Use: My use of computer devices, the Internet, and the school network must be in support of education and
research within the educational goals and objectives of Mansfield Middle School. Transmission of any material in violation of
any U.S., state, or school regulations are prohibited. This includes copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or
material restricted by school policy or staff. The school network includes the use of school computers (including
handhelds), and computer peripherals, as well as the use of school network services such as the Internet, wireless network,
school e-mail / web services accounts, and network file folders. Students should have no expectation of computer privacy,
as the school may monitor computer, e-mail, and Internet use.

2.

Personal Responsibility: As a member of my school community, I will accept responsibility for proper use of school
technology and for reporting any misuse of technology. My use of school technology will meet the guidelines below:

I will respect the privacy and dignity of students and teachers at all times. I will not use, copy, or delete another user’s
files, folders, or passwords.

I will keep my own passwords private and I will not share passwords with a friend.

I will use appropriate language by refraining from the use of profanity or insulting language. Offensive messages that
originate outside of school, but disrupt the school’s educational process may be subject to school consequences.

I will respect school equipment, including an absence of vandalism or computer viruses.

I will only use software that is pre-approved by the technology coordinator at Mansfield Middle School.

I will use the Internet and personal electronic devices only with a teacher’s permission and if it does not become a
distraction to me or others.

3.

Internet Safety: the Internet provides opportunities to access new resources, but it also provides unique risks to students.
Mansfield Middle School provides filtered access to the Internet on nearly all school computers, but to ensure my safety on
the Internet, I will follow the guidelines below:

I will not give out on the Internet personal information such as my full name, phone number, or address.

I will not give out on the Internet personal information about someone else such as his or her name, phone number, or
address.

I will not correspond or meet with someone through the Internet without the pre-approval of a teacher.

I will only access or download sites appropriate for school classes or activities.

I will immediately report any technology use that makes me uncomfortable or violates school policies.

4.

Use of Personally Owned Electronic Mobile Devices in School Including Mobile Phones
Mansfield Middle School recognizes the importance of emerging technology that is present in tablets, iPads, eBooks, cell
phones, etc., and its potential to enhance the classroom learning environment. Examples of these technology capabilities
include camera and video recording, Internet access, music, etc. Teachers are encouraged to make the most of these tools
to enrich classroom teaching and learning experiences. Students may only use these devices at school when granted
permission by a teacher and only for educational purposes, under the following conditions:


BYOD (bring your own electronic mobile devices) is a privilege that may be revoked if a student does not comply with
these guidelines or the school’s behavior and technology use expectations. The school’s disciplinary and acceptable
use policies apply to all student behavior, including when using a personal device. Any personal device that may create
a distraction, audible or otherwise, should be off. Cell phones are to be turned off during the day when not being used
under a teacher’s approval (ringing or vibrating phones are a distraction to learning).



Students may not use the device at times or in ways that in the teacher’s judgment may interfere with learning.
Students will comply with teachers’ directions to turn off the device or put it away. If a teacher is concerned about
potentially inappropriate use, the teacher may ask to see the device.



If the electronic mobile device is not allowed for use, it should be put away. The teacher will determine the best storage
location such as a student’s desk, book bag, or hallway locker.



The device cannot be stored in school overnight. It will need to go home at the end of the day. Personal devices need
to be charged prior to bringing them to school.



Teachers are facilitators of instruction in their classrooms and cannot devote time to addressing technical difficulties
with students’ personally owned electronic mobile devices in the classroom.



Students will not use the device to take pictures or videos while on school grounds without permission from a teacher.
Devices are not to be used to take pictures or videos on the school bus.



The District is not responsible for any lost, damaged, or stolen property. The District is not responsible for any data plan
charges on mobile devices.



Cell phones or devices capable of photography or videography may not be used on school buses, locker rooms,
changing rooms, rest rooms, nor may they be used in any situation that may cause embarrassment or discomfort to
their fellow students, staff, or school visitors.



It is strongly advised that students use a password/pin to ensure that someone cannot use their device if it is lost.

School administration shall have the authority to further restrict possession of electronic mobile devices in order to maintain
the principles of Board Policy and be consistent with the unique circumstances of grade levels.
5.

E-Mail / Communication Safety: E-mail and other online communication services provide opportunities for students, but
they require careful use. I will follow the guidelines below when using school computers/accounts:

I will only use an e-mail account at school with the prior permission of a teacher and will get permission from a teacher
each time I use e-mail at school. Instant messaging and chat rooms are prohibited.

I will adhere to all of the aforementioned guidelines in this Acceptable Use Policy when using a school provided e-mail
account or other school provided computer service at school or another location. Mansfield Middle School may filter or
monitor school provided student e-mail accounts or other school provided computer services regardless of whether the
account is accessed from school or another location.

I understand and agree to the provisions and conditions of this contract. Both student and parent must sign and return this form to
Mansfield Middle School by September ____ to continue using computer and personally owned electronic devices at MMS.
Student Name: ________________________________________________ Grade: ____ Homeroom: ______
(Print clearly.)
Student Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ________
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