
1

Mansfield Public Schools
Grade 3- Social Studies Curriculum

Mansfield and Connecticut 3/ 9/ 01

Introduction
The Mansfield Public Schools’ grade three social studies curriculum includes a study of the past and

present of Mansfield and Connecticut. Children will learn about the history, geography, and people of their
town and state in a developmentally appropriate manner. The goal is for students to understand and appreciate
the role played by their town and state in history and to become active members in their community.

General Student Performance Goals and Expectations

Students will demonstrate through written work, oral expression, portfolios, drawings, diagrams, creative
projects, or collaborative work, their ability to:

1. Understand that people, events, and ideas constantly evolve and interact with each other.
2. Become aware of the people, customs, and symbols that are a part of the American heritage.
3. Develop an understanding of and an ability to read the basics of maps and globes.
4. Understand the diversity of cultures.
5. Become aware of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.
6. Develop an understanding of the history, geography, and people of Mansfield and Connecticut.
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Essential Questions to Guide Each Unit

Each essential questions is followed by a notation of its relationship to the
State of Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework (1998)

History:
 How do migrations impact geography and how does geography influence migration? (1, 3, 9, 11 ,12 ,13)
 What are the consequences, both intended and unintended, or migration to: culture, economy, government,

way of life, and the physical environment? (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14)
 How have migration and immigration contributed to the diversity of the American people and the idea of

America as a continually changing mosaic? (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11)

Geography:
 What are the physical features of a region, and how do they influence the daily life of the people? (1, 2, 9,

11, 12)
 What are the political boundaries of a region? (7, 10, 11)
 What are the ways people depend on, adapt to, and alter the physical environment? (1, 2, 9, 10, 11, 12)
 Name the major physical features (mountains and bodies of water) in each region and locate them on a map.

(9, 10)
 Name the states and major cities in the region and locate them on a map. (9, 10)

Connections to Life Today:
 How have each region’s geography and history influenced the everyday life of the people of the region? (1,

2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14)
 What are the major ethnic groups in each region and how do they contribute to the region’s cultural

diversity? (1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 11)
 What do people in the region do for work? (1, 2, 9, 11, 13)
 Are there any foods, customs, religions, holidays, celebrations, or other cultural elements, which are

significant to the region? (1, 2, 3, 4)

**Connecticut Standard Number 4 (Applying History) – will be integrated into each area of the curriculum.
Students will constantly be encouraged to strive to recognize the importance of historical thinking and historical
knowledge in their own lives and in the world in which they live.
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Grade 3 Curriculum: Mansfield and Connecticut

Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment
Strategies

Resources

1. State News
To gain an understanding
of current events
happening in Connecticut
and around the world.

Classroom discussions
on current events.

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

Time For Kids
Scholastic News for

Kids
Newspapers
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment
Strategies

Resources

2. Heroes and
Holidays

The student will:

a. Be introduced to some
of the notable
Nutmeggers of our
past and present.

b. Be introduced,
through exploration of
holidays, to some
American ideas and
customs.

c. Recognize and show
respect for the
American flag.

d. Recognize the
Connecticut flag.

Children read about and
report on a famous
Connecticut resident.

Children will say the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Children will draw and
color Connecticut flags.

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

Biographies (see
Mansfield / Connecticut
Unit), encyclopedia,
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment
Strategies

Resources

3. Map and Globe
Skills

The students will:

a. Be able to use a map
key, symbols, and a
compass rose with
intermediate
directions.

b. Identify continents and
oceans.

c. Identify the prime
meridian, equator, and
northern and southern
hemispheres.

d. Be introduced to a
variety of maps, i.e.
political, physical, and
resource maps.

Extensions:

Eastern and Western
Hemispheres

Longitude and latitude

Create and read various
maps

Paper plate compasses

Create own compass
(magnet, needle, cork,
water)

Graham cracker
continents (Give
children a graham
cracker. Have them
try to make it in the
shape of one of the
continents. Can other
students guess which
one it is?)

Construct topographical
map of Connecticut
(salt dough or dried
beans and rice)

Outdoor orienteering
using compasses

Create maps of
classroom or bedroom
using map keys,
compass roses

Identify continents and
oceans on a world map.

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

Maps, Globes, Graphs
(workbooks by Steck-
Vaughn)

CT Atlas

State and local road maps
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Giant 3-D resource map
of CT
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment
Strategies

Resources

4. Cultural Differences
and Similarities

The student will develop
an awareness of the
diverse cultures within
Mansfield and
Connecticut.

Family interviews

Sharing customs, food,
holidays, and
celebrations.

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

Community resources
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment Strategies Resources

5. Citizenship
The student will be

introduced to some of
the duties and
responsibilities of
citizenship within the
school and community.

Share daily classroom
responsibilities

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment Strategies Resources
6. Rules, Rights, and

Responsibilities
The students will:

a. Be able to identify
rules and articulate the
need for them.

b. Discuss conflict
resolution techniques
and engage in problem
solving activities.

Class meeting

Peer mediation

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

The Responsive
Classroom

Talk It Out!
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment Strategies Resources

7.Mansfield/
Connecticut

The students will:

a. Recognize and locate
Connecticut on a map.

b. Recognize the physical
and political features
of Connecticut. (i.e.
eight counties, the
Housatonic,
Connecticut, and
Thames Rivers, Long
Island Sound, state
capital, and major
cities.)

c. Recognize and locate
Mansfield on a map of
Connecticut.

d. Recognize the physical
and political features
of Mansfield on a
map. (i.e. Mount
Hope, Fenton,
Natchaug, Willimantic
Rivers, the villages,
and Routes 32, 44, 89,
and 195)

e. Name and recognize
Connecticut state
symbols: Robin,
Sperm Whale, Praying
Mantis, Mountain
Laurel, Yankee
Doodle, and Charter
Oak.

f. Compare and contrast
early life in Mansfield,

Construct topographical
maps of Connecticut

Kid Pix map activities
for Mansfield and
Connecticut

Internet Connecticut
scavenger hunt

Field trips: Mansfield
Historical Society,
Grist Mill, etc. State
Capitol, Dinosaur
State Park, Mystic
Seaport, Nathan Hale
Homestead, State
Capitol

Color-coding settlement
history maps of
Connecticut

Population graphs of
Mansfield

Sing “Yankee Doodle”

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

Web sites: Town of
Mansfield, State of
Connecticut

The Courage of Sarah
Noble (book, Town of
New Milford kits and
web site

Anne Galonska from
Mansfield Historical
Society (classroom
presentation on
silkworms)

10-year census population
data on microfiche at
ECSU

An excellent series on CT
history for teacher
background
information is available
from Pequot Press:

1. Puritans Against
the Wilderness (CT
history to 1763)

2. From Revolution to
Constitution (CT
1763- 1818)

3. Preachers, Rebels,
and Traders CT
1818- 1865)

4. From Yankee to
American (CT
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Connecticut to present
day (home life, food
and clothing,
occupations, schools
and education, and
transportation.)

g. Be able to name the
current governor.

h. Understand the
important role that
Joshua played in the
establishment of
Mansfield.

1865- 1914)
5. A Diverse People

(CT 1914 to the
present)

A Historical Album of
Connecticut (Franklin
Press?)

Southern New England
(Chelsea House
Publishers)

…If You Lived in
Colonial Times, Ann
McGovern
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Unit Learning Objectives Activities Assessment Strategies Resources
i. Recognize some of the

people who have made
important
contributions to
Connecticut.
Suggested people:
Nathan Hale, Mark
Twain, Ella Grasso,
Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Eli Whitney,
Jonathan Trumbull,
Israel Putnam, Horace
Bushnell, Prudence
Crandall, Uncas,
Joshua, Noah Webster,
Samuel Colt, Wilbur
Cross, P.T. Barnum,
and Dorothy Goodwin.

 Teacher observation
(teacher and group
participation)
 Student journals
 Student created projects
 Student quiz/ test
 Student self evaluation
of evaluation

A Historical Album of
Connecticut (Franklin
Press?)

“Days Gone By”, CD of
songs about early
Mansfield sung by Sally
Rogers and Goodwin
children.



14


