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Background Information:
Include a description of the real-life problem being investigated, introduce the science topics that are related to the lab, make a general statement about what you were testing.

Lab Question:
Restate the title with ‘What is…’ in front of it.  This should be the testable question that you decided to do an experiment on.

Hypothesis:
Hypothesis should be stated in an if-then-because format.  The ‘because’ part of the hypothesis should be based on background research that you did before the experiment.

Manipulated (Independent) variable:
The manipulated variable in this experiment was…

Responding (Dependent) variable:
The responding variable in this experiment was…  as measured by…

Constants:
The variables that were held constant in this experiment were…Be specific and only list things that are relevant to the experiment

Materials List:
· The materials list should be bulleted, and include detailed information
· One (250mL) plastic beaker…
· All materials used should be included except normal materials such as pencil, paper…
Procedure:
1. The procedure steps should be numbered
2. They do not include getting out materials
3. They do include how to use each material
4. They give specific information about how all data was measured (using a tape measure starting from the launch point and measuring straight to where the…)
5. Explain exactly what you did so that I could repeat your experiment exactly from your description
6. Include all wait times and all final data collection
Data table:
This should be copied and pasted in from Microsoft Excel.  There should be borders around all of the cells, headings (labels) and units on each column…

Graph:
This should be copied and pasted in from Microsoft Excel.  There should be a title, axis labels and units on each axis.  The data should be graphed on the correct axes, and the best type of graph should be chosen.  (We will usually use a scatter plot)

Conclusion:
The first part of the conclusion restates the original question, such as ‘in this lab, we were trying to determine…’

Next you will state your conclusion to the original question.  You will follow this conclusion with at least two pieces of supporting evidence from your graphs or other data.

You should then relate the scientific topics that we are studying to the lab, and explain how the experimental results connect to the science topics.

You should identify and evaluate possible sources of error in your experiment.  You and your partners are not a source of error – the items that you include here can be limitations of the equipment used or the test procedures used.

Finish your report with a proposal of further testing or experimentation that would extend our understanding of these science topics as related to this experiment.
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