THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF MANSFIELD, CONNECTICUT

Richard W. Kisiel, Ed.D., Interim Superintendent Audrey P. Beck Building
Four South Eagleville Road
Mansfield, CT 06268
Phone: (860) 429-3350
Fax: (860) 429-3379

March 31, 2015
RE: New Connecticut State Education Standards and Assessment

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Connecticut has raised the bar and issued a new curriculum and instructional roadmap to ensure that your
child and all Mansfield’s students receive an education that prepares them to thrive in a global economy and
civic life. This new roadmap, the Connecticut Core Standards, sets learning expectations for what students
should learn and be able to do at each grade level so that by the time they graduate from high school, they
are ready to succeed in college and the workplace.

With these new learning goals, Connecticut needs new ways to measure student progress. Assessments
are like academic checkups. They help teachers and parents see where students are compared to where
they need to be. The results can reveal subject areas where a student is excelling and subject areas where
a student needs extra help. This year, the Smarter Balanced assessments will replace our old statewide
tests, the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT), in
reading, writing and math. Students in grades 3-8 will take these new assessments beginning in early May.
You will receive a copy of the testing schedule in a couple of weeks.

The Connecticut Core Standards focus on critical thinking and problem-solving—the real-world skills
students need to be successful in college and careers. The Smarter Balanced assessments will be
administered on computers and are designed to measure these skills through reading comprehension,
writing, and math questions that require students to demonstrate that they truly understand the content.
Additional supports are available for some students with special needs, as determined by an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan.

With the new tests, students will receive new scores. Results will be different and scores will likely look lower
on the Smarter Balanced tests than what many are used to seeing on the CMT/CAPT exams. This means
that, in the beginning, fewer students may score at higher levels. This does not mean that students are
learning less. Rather, it reflects that we are setting a new baseline from which our students will continue to
grow. As students and teachers gain more classroom experience with the standards, we anticipate that
scores will steadily improve in the coming years.

To find more resources specifically for parents and guardians, including ways to help your child with the new
standards at home, please visit CTCoreStandards.org.

This is certainly a big shift for our students and teachers—but one that holds great promise for our children.
By making this transition, we are better preparing our students to meet the demands of college and the 21st
century workforce. Our teachers and administrators are committed to working together to support students
with great instruction and resources to meet these new expectations.

Sincerely,

Grsine

Richard W. Kisiel
Interim Superintendent of Schools


http://www.ctcorestandards.org/

