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September, 2016 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Elementary School Students: 

 
The recent development of mobile technologies such as portable readers and tablets are potentially 
educational tools that can be used to access reading materials and aid student inquiry. Our District is 
considering how these devices can support learning. 

 
Our school libraries are beginning to explore the use of “eBooks”, which are electronic versions of 
printed books. We will have a small number of portable devices in each library to support this effort. 
Additionally, the school library websites will have eBooks available to access using school or home 
computers. 

 
Some of our students use mobile devices at home. Kindles and Nooks are two examples of these 
items among others. We understand that some parents may wish to have their child bring a device to 
school. Prior to bringing personally-owned technology to school, we ask that parents review, sign, 
and return the guidelines form on the back page of this letter. The decision to bring a personally-
owned mobile device rests with the parents and there is no expectation that parents need to provide 
a device for their child. 

 
Our schools have a public wireless network that provides Internet access to some personally owned 
devices. It is primarily used by guests such as parents and consultants. If your child brings in mobile 
technology that has wireless capabilities, it may be possible to connect to the Internet. We cannot 
guarantee that this access will work as our public wireless is limited in its capabilities, but we want 
you to be aware of this potential as this may not normally be a concern at your home if you do not 
have a wireless network. Please note the public wireless Internet has an Internet content filter on it 
that is similar to our regular school content filter, but has slightly different settings because we share it 
among the school and municipal buildings. 

 
The Mansfield Public Schools looks forward to the continued use of technology in support of a quality 
instructional program which creates and sustains student interest. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Kelly M. Lyman 

 

 

 

 



 

Mansfield Elementary Schools 
“BYOT” (Bring Your Own Technology) Guidelines 

 
1.  Teachers may allow the use of student owned devices in their classrooms. Students may only use 

the device at school when granted permission by a teacher and only for educational purposes. 
 

2.  When a device is not allowed for use, it should be put away. Depending on the furniture and layout 
in each classroom, the teacher will determine the best storage location such as a student’s desk, 
book bag, or hallway locker. Each of these locations is not locked as we do not have available 
locked storage. The device cannot be stored in school overnight so it will need to go home at the 
end of the day. 

 
3.  The device is not to be used during outdoor recess. 

 
4.  Students will not use the device to take pictures or videos while on school grounds or on the school 

bus without permission from a teacher. 
 

5.  Students may not use the device at times or in ways that in the teacher’s judgment may be 
expected to interfere with learning. Students will comply with teachers’ directions to turn off the 
device or put it away. If a teacher is concerned about potentially inappropriate use, the teacher 
may ask to see the device. 

 
6.  Students should not physically give their personal device to another student because of the 

monetary value of these items. 
 

7.  The District is not responsible for any lost, damaged, or stolen property. The District is not 
responsible for any data plan charges on mobile devices. 

 
8.  BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology) is a privilege that may be revoked if a student does not 

comply with these guidelines or the school’s behavior and technology use expectations. The 
school’s disciplinary and acceptable use policies apply to all student behavior including when using 
a personal device. 

 
9.  Teachers are facilitators of instruction in their classrooms and cannot spend time fixing technical 

difficulties with student owned devices in the classroom. This responsibility will reside at home with 
parents/guardians. Personal devices need to be charged prior to bringing them to school. 

 
10. The District understands that some parents may want their child to bring a cell phone to school. 

Cell phones must remain turned off in school so as not to interrupt the flow of instruction. Parents 
that need to communicate an urgent message to their child should call the school office. Cell 
phones also must remain turned off on school buses. 

 

 
 

I have reviewed these guidelines with my child and would like to give my child permission to bring a 
personally owned mobile device to school. This permission slip is for the current school year and only 
needs to be returned to school if a child might be bringing a device to school. 

 
Student’s Name (Printed):   _ Homeroom Teacher:    

 

Type of Mobile Device (i.e. Kindle, Nook, cell phone, etc.):     _ 

Parent Signature:    _ Date:     _ 


