Goodwin PTO Meeting Minutes

Oct 8,2014

Goodwin Music Room 6:30-7:30

Present: Jenn Scanlon-Passmore, Tracy Rittenhouse, Meghan Silliman, Helene
Marcy, Kristen Ricci, Noaris Burgos, Sharon Chu, Marisol Dumeng, Amy Hayden-
Krewson, Ann Caranci, Ghada Abdalla, Elly Daugherty, Richard Weyel, Chandra
Lownes, Kristin Hempel, Barbara Mellone, Alexia Smith

Recorder: Alexia Smith

1. Call to order: 6:30
2. Officer’s Reports
a. President’s Report

I.

ii.

1il.

iv.

Received 2 grant requests from teachers. Mrs Titchen: expanding
robotics program (received funds for 1 robot). 4th grade teachers:
expanding technology program with mini iPads (received funds
for 2 mini iPads and cases). Will re-launch program in spring.
Great opportunity for PTO to continue to reach students.

First request for financial contributions from parents was sent out:
strong first response. Will keep fundraising numbers reasonable.
Southeast do fund drives at beginning of year and again in January.
May send out a reminder soon.

Successful backpack brigade. 15 complete backpacks created with
extra supplies for next year. In the future may consider purchasing
backpacks in spring when they are on sale.

Tomorrow night (9 Oct 14): Board of Education meeting held at
Goodwin. Kristin Hempel will be there to present goals of Goodwin
PTO.

b. Vice-presidents’ Report:

1.
ii.

Provided information on mileage club (see below)
Thanksgiving Feast: Ann Caranci and Jenn Passmore will help
organize. Need coordinators for Magic Show.

c. Treasurer’s Report:

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

V.

vi.

Parent contributions from fund drive: $1230.

Some t-shirts have been sold.

Income and expenses are listed in Profit & Loss Statement
included below.

Deposit for D] for Sock Hop paid.

New account with Liberty Bank has now been established and all
outstanding bills have been paid.

Kristin Hempel motioned to accept treasurer’s report. Richard
Weyel seconded.

d. Secretary’s Report:

I

Website: updated at town and minutes are now available.



ii. Resource book: making great progress. Paper requests sent out
and information coming in.

iii. Will add agenda item to all future agendas for parent
concerns/comments: new business.

e. Principal’s Report (presented by Kristin Hempel):

i. Dr. Patwa sent out information about Parenting Workshop. Last
year it was a great success.
ii. Embassador Program: targeting 4th grade students to develop
leadership.
iii. Electronic Backpack: first email went out last Friday. Parents need
to be signed up for Qnotify to receive emails.
3. PTO Business

a. Harvest Festival (2-4pm 25 October 2014): Meghan Silliman has been
recruiting volunteers (fraternities, sororities). Not too many parent
volunteers for doors. Doors need to be decorated by Friday afternoon
(24 Oct 2014). Ann Caranci is willing to help complete undecorated
doors. Types of decorations used in the past: a student activity that
involves teacher, or a giant spider, monster, webs, etc. Meghan will
submit building use form, and will construct Haunted Hallway).
Budget for Harvest Festival: currently $150.00. Motion made to
increase budget to $200. Kristin Hempel made motion to approve.
Jenn Scanlon-Passmore seconded.

b. Build a Scarecrow Event (presented by Meghan Silliman): Melissa
Sheardwright will lead this event 1-3pm, 25 October 2014. She would
like to use apples from the tree in front of the building. Is this
possible? Kids decorate scarecrows. Stakes and some clothes will be
provided. Parents can bring more clothing, etc. Scarecrows are left up
through Halloween. Melissa will be at Vinton next year so this event
will need a new organizer.

c. International Potluck: this is moving forward. Committee chairs will
send out information soon.

d. Mileage club (presented by Chandra): This provides an incentive for
students to run during recess and earn reward. Students receive a
card. When they run a lap created by Mr Dean, the card is punched.
After a certain number of hole punches, children receive a toe token.
Rewards given at end of program. Dr. Patwa and Nurse Anne are
involved and are familiar with the program. All the materials have
been acquired. Currently have 7 parent volunteers. Mon/Wed covered
but need volunteers for Tu/Thur. Attempting to figure out how to
organize volunteers (how long parents will need to volunteer, how
parents will be contacted if it is raining and recess has been
cancelled). Program will run until November. Chandra will ask Nurse
Anne to send out an email to volunteers if recess is cancelled.

e. Superhero Race: 1 Nov at Southeast. Two routes: one on school
grounds for students under 34 grade (children need an adult if under
5 years old); trail for 3r4 grade and above. Cause: Raising money for



Demi an elementary school student who has cancer. Family is
struggling financially. Goal is to help the family and help students to
see themselves as activists within the community. Run will be
followed by a potluck. Will be looking for volunteers to help out. Event
coordinated with Vinton, Southeast, and Town Hall. $10 fee for
entering. Will need some additional funds to cover race (hiring
janitors, etc.). That will be determined soon.

f. New Business: Barbara Malone (chair of artist in residence
committee). First year in post. Artist in Residence Event: each year the
event alternates between: 1) an invited artist who comes to the school
for two days and 2) an Art Day where students enjoy art projects run
by teachers and parents (age appropriate workshops including story-
telling and crafts, potluck lunch, etc.). In each case, this is an all-day
school event (2 one-hour sessions in morning). Students can choose
which activities to go to. Two years ago a performer came from Ghana.
Very few elementary schools offer such experiences. Mrs Anger is
willing to help this year, but it is a lot of work. Would be useful to have
more volunteers. Agreement to go ahead with event in April/May
2015. In the past $1500 has been provided to cover cost of full day
artist in residence and several 1-2 hour workshops. $500 is needed to
cover Art Day. General support for an Art Day with recruited
volunteers. Could possibly contact Community School of Arts, UConn
School of Art, Michaels, Singing groups, student artists, teachers
training to be art teachers, etc. Up to $500 is reserved in budget.
Would be useful to offset that with donations. Kristin Hempel: motion
to approve budget, Marisol seconded.

g. Kristen Ricci: Would love to create opportunity for parents with
Kindergarteners to meet since currently there are limited
opportunities for parents to meet. Coffee and dessert. Once Resource
Book comes out, addresses will be available. Could send an invite
through classroom teachers to parents. Will need to request approval
from principal to schedule a room within the school. Kristen Ricci is
willing to coordinate this.

h. Parent pick-up: Mrs Muirhead has created a committee to review
parent pick-up policies in order to ensure safety (compliance with
FEMA) and timely pick-ups.

4. Adjourned: 7:35

Treasurer’s Report



Goodwin PTO Treasurer's Report

Profit & Loss Statement
Sept 10, 2014 - Oct 8, 2014

Deposited from First Niagara account $19,548.09

Income

Scholastic Book Fair $758.67

t-shirts sales $70.00

Parent Contributions $1230.00

Cash Box $200.00

Total Income $2258.67

Expenses

PTO meeting childcare $30.00

PTO meeting pizza $28.71

Lifetouch-outstanding yearbook Spring 2014 $113.68

Prime Source-outstanding t-shirt Spring 2014 $54.00

Ice Cream Social $188.57

New Parent Coffee $22.62

Backpack Brigade $219

Sock Hop- DJ reservation $200.00

Total Expenses $856.58

Profit / Loss Profit ~ $1402.09

Box Top Balance $2,786.34
$20950.18

Balance
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