
Goodwin PTO Meeting Minutes 
18 November, 2015 
Goodwin Music Room 6:30–7:30  
 
Present: Jen Scanlon-Passmore, Veronica Barcelona de Mendoza, Susan Muirhead, 
Kristen Zadnik, Amy Kewson, Kristen Ricci, Marianne Legassey, Ellen Tulman, Jearl 
Clark, Kathleen Peirsman, Xin Sui, Li Cao, Tracy Rittenhouse, Keri Jenkins-Chandler, 
Tiffanie Itsou, Barbara Mellone, Melissa McLaren, Alexia Smith 
 
Recorder: Alexia Smith 
 
1. Call to order: 6:30 
2. Began with introductions of attendees. Wonderful to see new faces. 

 
3. Officer’s Reports 

a. President’s Report (Jen Scanlon-Passmore) 
i. New t-shirts. Sold at Harvest Festival. Very well received.  Will be 

for available sale at Heritage Potluck. 
ii. Harvest Festival: great turnout. Very well received this year. Many 

donations of food, drinks, cupcakes, cookies. Kids had a great time. 
Volunteers were excellent this year (organized and engaged with 
children). Custodians dressed up and brought own candy.  

iii. Heritage Potluck: Nancy Titchen is arranging the event this year. 
PTO provides paper goods and water. 

iv. Thanksgiving Feast: many parents have volunteered to help out, 
including new parents. Set up takes the longest time: 10 people 
have volunteered.  

v. Scholastic Book Fair: initially we had hoped to have book fair up-
and-running in time for Heritage Potluck, but the books have not 
yet arrived. If they arrive on 19 Nov 2015, will conduct a mini 
preview on Friday so that parents can see books and hopefully buy 
books for the holidays. Book Fair will be held in the gym beginning 
23 Nov 2015. Require chair to take over Book Fair for next year.  

vi. Tri-town basketball game: In the past parents and teachers from 
all 3 Mansfield elementary schools have competed against each 
other. The boards have worked together to come up with a new 
plan for schools to work collaboratively to play against Harlem 
Wizards on Monday 18 January 2016 in E.O. Smith gym. Payments 
will be available online, but it will be possible to pay via 
check/cash. Event falls on a 3 day weekend so some teachers may 
not be available. PTOs can set ticket price (approximately 
$10/ticket). Harlem Wizards charge roughly $4500. Hope to make 
some money but main objectives are fun and community building.  

vii. Yoga: two yoga sessions for far. Eight people attended first and 
four attended second. Nancy Alder charges $50/lesson but 
volunteered services for second session. Next session is scheduled 



for 17 December. For the spring, should consider booking sessions 
for Friday evenings if Nancy is available. 

viii. Silent auction: This is the big fundraiser for the year. Melissa 
McLaren has volunteered to chair silent auction. Southeast pushed 
for parents to donate gifts/services. They raised approximately 
$8000. Could silent auction be held at a different time from the fair 
to split costs between fun fair and auction? Holding both at the 
same time might be too costly for some families. Mount Hope has 
conducted online auctions that can be forwarded to family and 
friends. Hold bids prior to fair so that people can pick up wins at 
the fair? 

Would be useful to break up requests for donations (one 
person to request parent donations, one to knock on local business 
doors within a given area, another to carry out online solicitations, 
etc.). Request for volunteers made. 
 

b. Vice-president report (Veronica Barcelona de Mendoza) 
i. Communication is going well. Facebook posts about Blue Ribbon 

Award were well received and reached a lot of people.   
ii. Amy Krewson: is information about volunteers posted? Jen 

Scanlon: thanks to volunteers and announcements are listed in 
PTO newsletter to ensure that the whole community is reached.  

 
c. Treasurer’s Report (Tracy Rittenhouse) 

i. Budget presented (included below).  
ii. Discussion of Box Tops. Barbara Mellone will prepare a flyer for 

Friday Folder to remind families to collect them. 
iii. Discussion of Price Chopper points. Need to consider further, but 

few object can be purchased with points (12,000 points = several 
markers!). Tracy will look into Price Chopper points.  
 

d. Secretary’s Report:  
i. Minutes from last meeting submitted to Goodwin PTO website.  

ii. Motion to accept proposed budget by Barbara Mellone seconded 
by Kristen Zadnik. All approved.  
 

e. Principal’s Report (Susan Muirhead):   
i. Susan and Janet Pagoni (1st grade) travelled to Washington DC to 

accept Blue Ribbon Award. Was very inspiring to hear from 
schools who had turned performance around. Demonstrated the 
power of community leaders and dedicated staff. Goodwin is in top 
<1% of nation! Received a plaque, flag, and banner for the front of 
the school. Initially the award was viewed as a culminating 
activity, but the ceremony highlighted the importance of using the 
award as an initiating activity to celebrate the award.  



All of the schools the district are high-performing. In January, 
the entire school will be celebrated by the Board of Education. Will 
also hold a barbeque and an open house. Will invite middle 
schoolers and high schoolers to come back and present issues that 
they have overcome. Teachers have come up with a long list of 
event that are celebratory and/or involve children with domestic 
and international outreach. Teachers have requested that the PTO 
purchases t-shirts for the teachers/staff with the Blue Ribbon 
award logo to wear at any celebratory event throughout the year. 

Jen: suggested purchasing t-shirts for entire school community. 
Motion to accept Kristin Ricci, seconded by Kristen Zadnik. All 
accepted. 
 

4. PTO Business 
a. Teacher grants: 3 grant proposals were received and all were funded 

i. Terry Fers ($750) Android tablets, cases, and apps for 
speech therapy 

ii. Sara Sroka ($700) iPads and cases for 2nd grade team for a 
variety of learning applications 

iii. Nancy Titchen and Shamim Patwa ($200) to help establish 
School Store. Proceeds from the store are donated to 
Goodwin Cares.   

b. Playwell Technologies after-school Lego program: will begin in the 
spring semester. Announcements will be distributed soon. Each 
session will run for 90 minutes after school one day a week for 8 
weeks. Cost: $136 per session per child. No profit is being made by the 
PTO. The sole goal is to provide experiences for the children.  

c. Resource book: book is being worked on. 
d. Committee chairs still needed: TV Turnoff week and sock hop. 
e. Mileage Club: students have collectively run 500 miles! Highest grade 

is Mr. O’Donnell’s Kindergarten class (75.8 miles), followed by Mrs. 
Haggerty (73 miles). Fourth graders have run the lowest number of 
miles.  

f. Swap shop: consider donating gently used clothes and set up swap 
shop days. Maybe hold one in January? At Child Labs hold two days a 
year and events are very successful. Marianne Legassey: volunteered 
to chair event.   

 
5. Motion to adjourn: Jen Scanlon-Passmore, Alexia Smith seconded. Meeting 

adjourned: 7:55. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
  



Goodwin PTO Treasurer’s 
Report Profit & Loss Statement 

Oct 21, 2015 – Nov 18, 2015 
 

Starting Amount  $25,301.53 

   
Income   
Yoga ($30+$40) $70.00  
Parent Contribution $40.00  $40.00  
   

Total Income $110.00  

   
Expenses   
Pizza $29.78  
Sitter $50.00  
T-Shirt Order $968.75  
   

Total Expenses $1048.53  

   
Profit/Loss  $938.53 
   
Box Top Balance  $2904.14 
   

Balance  $24,363.00 
 
 
 


