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SOUTHEAST  NEWSSOUTHEAST  NEWS  

          Southeast Elementary School, 134 Warrenville Rd., Mansfield Center, CT  06250       423-1611 

Calendar of Events 

Apr. 29 to 

May 3............ 

Screen Free Week 

Turn off TV, computer and video games 

May 2............ 7:00-8:00 Talent Show 

May 3............ Grade 3 Field Trip to Lucky Strikes Bowling 

Grade 4 to visit Mansfield Middle School 

Kindergarten Registration & Screening (by appointment only) 

6:15-7:15 Southeast Family Hike 

May 6............ 2:00-2:30 Character Education Assembly 

7:00-8:00 PTO Meeting 

May 7............ Teacher Appreciation Day 

10:00-11:00 Gr. 4 Special Persons’ Day 

2:00-3:00 Gr. 3 Special Persons’ Day 

May 8............ 10:00-11:00 Gr. 1 Special Persons’ Day 

May 9............ 9:00-12:00  Gr. K, 1 & 2 Field Trip to Hyde Cultural Center 

May 10........... 8:15-8:45 Mileage for Mom’s 

9:30-10:30 AM PK & Gr. 2 Special Persons’ Day 

2:00-3:00 PM PK & Kinder’s Special Persons’ Day 

May 16........... Kindergarten Field Trip to Bakerwoods 

May 18........... 9:00-2:00 Southeast Tag Sale 

May 23.......... 3:30- 5:00 Green Thumbs Club  

May 24.......... 4th Gr. Chemistry Workshops w/Sue Harrington 

12:00-1:00 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

May 27.......... NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day 

May 29.......... 9:00-2:30 Preschool Screening (by appointment only) 

9:30-10:30 Character Ed. Assembly 

9:30-11:00 Incoming Kindergarten bus ride and visit 

May 30.......... 9:00-2:30 Preschool Screening (by appointment only) 

May 31........... 9:00-12:00 Preschool Screening (by appointment only) 

2nd Gr. Field Trip to Sturbridge Village 

June 3.......... 9:30-10:00 Suzuki Strings Tour at SE 

7:00-8:00 PTO Meeting 

June 4........... 2nd Gr. Pen Pal Picnic (rain date: June 5th) 

4th Gr. Field Trip to Florence Griswold Museum 

June 5, 6, 7.. PTO Book Fair 

June 7........... 8:15-8:45 Distance for Dads 

9:00-10:30 MMS to visit 4th Grade 

6:30-7:30 Ice Cream Social 

June 14......... Fun In Our Own Backyard (rain date: June 17) 

June 18......... 7:00-8:30 4th Grade Moving On Ceremony 

June 19......... 4th Gr. Wax Museum 

June 24......... Last Day of School for PM Preschool 

June 25......... 12:45 Early Dismissal - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 
 

Find us on the web at: www.mansfieldct.gov/southeast 

 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 

Our school year has been extended  

to make up seven snow days. 

 

Last day for Grades K-4 will be  
Tues., June 25th at 12:45 

 
Last day for AM Preschool will be 

Tues., June 25th at 12:45 
(please provide a lunch and drink for your child) 

 
Last day for PM Preschool will be 

Mon., June 24th at 3:30 

Dear Southeast Families, 
 

     Happy Spring!  I hope you are ready for some 
nice weather.  We could use some warmer days and 
more sunshine.  It’s hard to believe that spring is trul-
ey here. 
 

     We are looking forward to the next few months of 
school.  There are many more programs and activi-
ties planned for the remainder of the school year.  
Take a look at the calendar for some of our upcom-
ing events.  Many of our children have enjoyed some 
of our extended day activities and are excited to be 
part of some new ones for the next two months of 
school. 
 

     Enjoy the beautiful sunny days.  Hope to see you 
soon. 
 

                       Fondly,                            
                                             Norma Fisher-Doiron                                        

Bus Changes for  
2013-2014 School Year 

      

Please notify the office as soon as 
possible of any change in your 

child’s transportation needs.  If you do not inform us of 
any changes, we will  continue  to  use  your  child’s  
current  day-to-day transportation schedule for the up-
coming year. 
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You’ve Got A Minute To Win It 
 

     Southeast’s third and fourth graders worked diligently 
during the Connecticut Mastery Testing session in mid-
March.  Third grade teacher James Hendricks and physical 
education teacher Betsy Parker created a way for students to 
celebrate all of their hard work.  On Wednesday, March 23 
after students completed CMTs, all third and fourth graders 
participated in Southeast School’s first annual Minute to Win 
It game show.  All students were given the opportunity to 

participate in a challenge that came directly from 
the popular game show on NBC.  Blueprints 
(instructions to each challenge) were displayed 
and third and fourth graders had a “minute to 

win it.”  Each student received a trophy token for completion 
of the CMTs and a clock token for participating on South-
east’s Minute to Win It.  In addition, if a student completed a 
challenge successfully, they also received a number 1 key to 
simply improve.  A fun time was had by all involved!     
     Thank you to Susan Irvine who assisted with reward distri-
bution, Michelle Kolomyjec for additional support, and Jared 
Kolomyjec for leading our student pit crew.  We also thank 
Andrea Lennon, Katherine Davidson and Diane Hutton who 
lead the following third and fourth graders who were great 
members of our pit crew:  Sophie Hart, Mateu Healey-
Parera, Aaron Kaufold, Porter Mitoma, Bridget Olson, Kurt 
Rueckl and Emily Wells.   

Family Math & Literacy Night 
 

     On Wednesday, April 17th, 
Southeast had its annual Family 
Math and Literacy Night. This 
event is organized and presented 
by the UConn America Reads and 

Counts Tutors.  Our K-4 students and their families were 
invited to attend the evening to listen to story reading, par-
ticipate in crafts and engage in math activities focused on 
estimation and problem solving.  Everyone was given the 
opportunity to experience the love of reading and math 
together as a school community.   
     The America Reads Program is a national initiative 
spearheaded by the U.S. Department of Education that 
challenges all Americans to help children read well and in-
dependently by the end of third grade. The America Reads, 
a national campaign that was initiated in 1997, challenges 
every American to help our children learn to read well and 
independently by the end of elementary school. Nation-
wide, there are approximately 1200 colleges and universi-
ties participating in the America Reads Challenge. Building 
on the success of the America Reads Challenge, America 
Counts was initiated in July 1999, as an effort to improve 
student achievement in mathematics and assist students in 
mastering challenging mathematics, including the founda-
tions of algebra and geometry, by the end of the 9th grade. 
Nationwide, there are approximately 300 colleges and uni-
versities participating in America Counts. Fourth Graders Read Their Way  

Through the Iditarod Trail  
 

     Read through the Iditarod Trail was an activity that was 
developed to encourage students to read more.  A bulletin 
board was set up In Mrs. Villar’s classroom to represent the 
Iditarod Trail during the month of March.  The trail started 
in Anchorage and ended in Nome, Alaska.  The actual trail 
length is 1,112 miles.  As part of this incentive, students 
were allowed to pick their favorite sled dog and encour-
aged to read about the trail voyage each day.  For each 
minute the students read, their sled dog moved along the 
Iditarod Trail until they reached 1,112 minutes of reading, 
which was the goal for making their way to Nome.        
   Congratulations to Mateu Healey-Parera for being the 
first "musher" to complete the trail and to all the other stu-
dents who read their way to Nome.  As an added bonus, 
students were 
able to watch 
updated foot-
age of the 
real Itidarod 
race on the 
c l a s s r o o m 
Smar t Boa rd 
throughout the 
month to cheer 
on their favor-
ite musher. 

CAS Volunteer Banquet   
     The Connecticut Association of Schools Volunteer Banquet 
at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington was held on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2013.  Over 600 participants from 100 elementary, 
middle and high schools were treated to a four-course meal 
and were entertained by pianist Kim Quinn from Rocky Hill.         
     At this event, Southeast enthusiastically 
acknowledged the work of several parents for 
their contributions to our school community.  
Our honorees have been instrumental in the 
education of our students through various 
schoolwide programs and activities that en-
rich our curriculum. We are proud of their efforts in providing 
funding and support to enhance educational opportunities at 
our school. These parents have given an enormous amount of 
their personal time to serve as PTO officers and/or organize 
fundraisers and school events to provide enrichment opportu-
nities and resources. The synergy created by our parent volun-
teers is simply amazing!  
     We were extremely appreciative and pleased to be able to 
formally recognize the following PTO members for their com-
mitment: Patty Braithwaite, Celine Demers, Sylvia Dorado, 
Vice-President Jessica Higham, Jean Johnson, and Esther Rob-
erts. The following PTO members are also recognized for their 
outstanding contributions: Erin Ballou, Erin Christopher, Su-
zanne Kelly, Secretary Jana MacDonald, Maryann Olson, Lena 
Rossi, Treasurer Gwen Schneider and President Cyndi Wells.    
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Reminder: 

Call the school attendance line  

423-2793 by 9:00 am  

if your child will be absent. 

2013 Chris Rogers Award   
 

     Enrichment Teacher Sue Irvine and Technologist Steve Sok-
oloski were just awarded a $1000 check from the UCONN 
Foundation, Chris Rogers Award.  
     Their grant application project rationale is to enhance stu-
dent learning in the areas of speaking and listening by adding 
innovative technology to an existing school program. The pro-
ject will allow students to create and narrate short videos that 
will be posted to the web as part of an ongoing school blogging 
project. With the funds, three iPad Mini devices will be pur-
chased to help with the project.   

      Once again, Southeast Elementary School will be having  
FUN  IN  OUR  OWN BACKYARD-  a day filled with games, re-
lays, and other activities on our school grounds.   
 

     Following our routine morning activities in classrooms, the 
BACKYARD festivities will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Children will par-
ticipate in games, relays, and other activities throughout the 
morning.  At the conclusion of the morning activities, lunch 
and recess, children will participate in afternoon activities. 
 

 Please send your child to school dressed to be active and 
outside for the entire day.  Comfortable play clothes are 
suggested.   

 

 YOUR CHILD WILL BE GETTING WET, so please send a 
change of clothes.  We DO NOT have dry clothing to give 
to cold, wet children. 

 

 SNEAKERS ARE REQUIRED as they are for P.E., so no 
other shoe apparel please.  

 

 A hat, if already owned, is good protection from the sun.  
  

 SUNSCREEN MUST BE APPLIED AT HOME. 
 

     Parents are welcome and needed to help with our activities.  
Help is especially needed from 9:15 a.m. to noon and from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m.  If you are able to lend a hand, please call and leave 
your name with Betsy Parker at 423-1611 ext. 125.  Come and 
join in the fun! 

 

We  are  looking  forward  to a  lot  of   
fun and excitement at  

FUN IN OUR OWN BACKYARD. 
(Rain date will be June 17th) 

FUN IN OUR OWN BACKYARD 

Friday, June 14th 

Mansfield Rid Litter Day 
Sat., May 4, 2013 

 

Let's Clean Up Our Town 

     Rid your neighborhood of litter by getting a few of your 
neighbors together on Saturday, May 4, 2013 to pick up litter. 
Roadside wooded areas and wetlands collect a lot of debris. Not 
only is litter unsightly, plastic litter can be harmful to wildlife.  
Littered cans, glass and plastic bottles can be recycled and you 
are encouraged to keep them separate from other roadside lit-
ter. Bags of litter may be placed out with household trash if you 
have collection service, or taken to the Mansfield transfer sta-
tion for no charge. The transfer station is located on Rte 89, one 
mile from the intersection of Routes 195 and 89 in Mansfield 
Center.  
 

Methods of Disposal:  
 

If you are signed up for household trash service—no service level 
restrictions apply the week of May 6.  
 

If you use the Mansfield Transfer Station on Rte 89—no charge. 
The Transfer Station hours are Tuesdays & Saturdays 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm; Thursdays 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 
 

For more information about Rid Litter Day or the Adopt-A-Road 
program, call the Public Works Office at 860-429-3333. 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
  

As we approach our April vacation, I write to inform you that 

the Mansfield Public Schools will implement several recommen-

dations approved by our Board of Education regarding emer-

gency procedures.  
  

On Monday, April 29, 2013 we will implement the following:  
 

 Enhanced signage on school property to restrict the use of 

school property during the school day. 

 Review of staff, parent, and public parking to minimize dis-

ruption and risk throughout the school day.  

 All exterior doors to all schools will be numbered for 

identification by first responders. 

 All exterior doors to all schools will be locked (red) unless 

being supervised by school staff. 

 All interior doors to all instructional/non-instructional 

spaces will be in the locked position and teachers/staff uti-

lizing the space will determine if the door is open or 

closed depending on the intended purpose or activity. 

 Review the continuum of student support services offered 

by the schools and town to enhance the identification of 

students or families in need of assistance. 

 Initiate simple, clear, and direct instructions to students 

and staff regarding all types of incidents. 

 Orient all staff to changes in Emergency Procedures and to 

school operating procedures. 

 Orient all parents, guardians, and community members to 

changes in school procedures. 
 

Additional recommendations will be implemented at the start 

of the 2013-2014 school year and beyond.  Information regard-

ing changes will be provided prior to implementation. 
 

Please contact me if you have questions, comments, and/or 

concerns regarding the implementation.   
 

Sincerely, Fred Baruzzi 
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       Come walk, run, or stroll  
                  to support the  
  Mansfield Community Playground  

 

 

Registration is now open for the  
5K Run for the Playground  

on Saturday, June 8th. 
 

Kids' Races start at 9am on the EO Smith Track. 
5K starts at 10am at the Mansfield Community Center 

  

For more information and registration, visit 
www.runfortheplayground.myevent.com 

 

Notes From the Health Room 
Ingrid Hanka, RN 

As the warmer months approach, it’s 
a great idea to start thinking about 
things to keep our kids healthy and 
safe this summer. 

 Remind your children to drink 
plenty of fluids. Water is the 
best choice to keep all of us well 
hydrated and feeling our best. 
Children should drink approximately every 20 
minutes if they are participating in activities outside 
during the warmer weather. (American Academy of Pediat-

rics) 

 Sun screen is important if your child is going to be 
outside; 80% of lifetime sun damage occurs during 
childhood (melanomafoundation.org). This is why it’s so 
important to protect your child’s skin.  If you expect 
them to be outside, you should apply sun screen lo-
tion with an SPF rating of at least 15. Application 
should be liberal so that you are getting all the SPF 
benefits.  *Please keep in mind that sunscreen can-
not be applied by school  staff.  

 Hornets, wasps, and other stinging insects are out 
again. If your child is stung, be sure to remove the 
stinger (the edge of a credit card can be used to 
scrape it out carefully).  Apply ice and watch your 
child closely for one half hour. This is 
especially important if your child has nev-
er been stung before. Localized discom-
fort is normal. But be sure that no other 
symptoms such as shortness of breath, a weak rapid 
pulse, vomiting, or fainting occur. These may be 
symptoms of an anaphylactic reaction and require 
immediate emergency medical attention. 
(mayoclinic.com) 

 Water safety is important no matter what your age. 
Children should always be supervised during any wa-
ter activities. And if they don’t know how to swim, 
now is a great time to consider getting your child 

involved with swimming lessons.  
Lessons can be found through al-
most any town recreation program. 
They provide both you and your 
child with a sense of pride and 
safety. (Discoveryhealth.com) 

From the PTO: 
 

Upcoming Events: 
We hope you will join fellow families for some of these 
upcoming events! 
 
Family Hike- Friday, May 3 at 6:15 p.m.  Sue Harrington 
will lead us through a hike at Mansfield Hollow-join us for 
this Screen Free Week event.  We will meet in the South-
east  parking lot and hike for approximately one hour. 
 
Tag/Bake/Consignment Sale- held at Southeast from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday, May 18, 2013.  Rent a booth or 
drop off donations to be donated to sell.  (No clothes 
please!)  E-mail Jessica Higham  jjohigham@gmail.com for 
more details and review the flyer sent home.  
 
Teacher Appreciation Day will be held on May. 24th.    
The PTO provides a luncheon to celebrate all of the very 
special staff that work at Southeast -stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
Watch for information about the Scholastic Book Fair and 
Ice Cream Social happening the first week of June. 
 

Planning for Next Year 
Every year the PTO holds elections for officers for the next 
school year.  If you are interested in learning more about 
the roles and responsibilities of a PTO officer, please con-
tact cyndi.wells.pto@gmail.com, or come to our May 
meeting (May 6th at 7 p.m.).  We will elect officers and 
vote on the 2013-2014 PTO budget at the June 3rd 
meeting.  Please come to a meeting to learn more, or ask 
any of the present officers and they would be glad to an-
swer questions.  Thanks! 
 

Thanks for your help! 
Thank you to Erin Christopher for organizing the Family 
Ice Skate at UCONN, and Noreen Halbrooks for organizing 
the Family Game Night in February.     
 
Thanks to Celine Demers, Jessica Higham and Lena Rossi 
for organizing the last few fundraisers.  So far we have 
raised over $13,000 this year, and are within a few thou-
sand of reaching our goal.  All of these funds go to the 
enrichment programs, some field trips, healthy snacks and 
more for our school.  We appreciate everyone's efforts! 
 

PTO Officers 2012-2013 school year: 
 

     Cyndi Wells, President 
     Jessica Higham, Vice President 
     Gwen Schneider, Treasurer 

http://www.runfortheplayground.myevent.com/
mailto:jjohigham@gmail.com
mailto:cyndi.wells.pto@gmail.com

