
PUBLIC RECORDS 
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PUBLIC RECORDS 

I. MOST RECORDS OR FILES OF STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES, INCLUDING 
MINUTES OF ALL THEIR MEETINGS, ARE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC FOR 
INSPECTION OR COPYING. 

This includes 

 Information or data which is typed, handwritten, tape recorded, printed, 
photographed or computer-stored.  

 Most inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda or letters.  

II. RECORDS SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED FROM DISCLOSURE BY FEDERAL 
LAW OR STATE STATUTE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. 

In addition, the following records may not be available to the public: some preliminary 
drafts or notes; personnel or medical files; certain law enforcement records, including 
arrest records of juveniles and some witness and victim identification information; 
records relating to pending claims and litigation; trade secrets and certain commercial or 
financial information; test questions used to administer licensing, employment or 
academic examinations; real estate appraisals and construction contracts until all of the 
property has been acquired; personal financial data required by a licensing agency; 
records relating to collective bargaining; tax returns and communications privileged by 
the attorney-client relationship; names and addresses of public school students; 
information obtained by illegal means; certain investigation records of reported 
misconduct in state government or names of state employees who report such misconduct 
to the state Attorney General or Auditors; certain adoption records; election, primary, 
referenda and town meeting petition pages, until certified; certain health authority 
complaints and records; certain educational records; certain records, when there are 
reasonable grounds to believe disclosure may result in a safety risk; and certain records, 
if disclosure would compromise the security or integrity of an information technology 
system. Also, records of personnel search committees need not be disclosed if they would 
identify executive level employment candidates without their consent. 

 


