
Town Manager’s Office 
Town of Mansfield 

 

Memo 
 
To: Town Council 
From: Matt Hart, Town Manager 
CC: Town Employees 
Date: February 23, 2015 
Re: Town Manager’s Report 
 
Below please find a report regarding various items of interest to the Town Council, staff and the community:  
 
Council Business 
• State Budget – Please see the attached analysis of the impact of the Governor’s Proposed FY 2015/16 

Budget on the Town of Mansfield. Overall, the Governor’s proposal represents a loss of $29,333 from the 
FY 2014/15 Budget adopted at Town Meeting. In addition, the Governor has proposed that the state 
increase the reimbursement rate that Towns pay the state for the resident trooper program from 70% to 
100% of applicable costs. This would have a significant impact on Mansfield and would increase our costs 
by approximately $500,000. I am tracking both of these issues with our state legislators and will plan to 
testify at the capitol as needed for the balance of the legislative session. 

• Gas Leak – On Saturday afternoon (2/21/15), a construction crew inadvertently hit a gas line adjacent to 
the VS-2 building now under construction (building that borders Storrs Road), which resulted in a gas 
leak.  The Mansfield Fire Department and fire departments from our surrounding towns responded and 
Connecticut Natural Gas (CNG) shut the valve off to stop the leak. There is no concern about any 
continuing leakage at this point. CNG made a temporary repair to the piping and will make a permanent 
repair as soon as possible. 

 
Department Reports 
• Mansfield Public Schools 

o Interim Superintendent - The Board of Education has appointed Dr. Richard Kisiel has to 
serve as Interim Superintendent of the Mansfield Public Schools. Dr. Kisiel has extensive 
educational and district leadership experience, including 12 years as Superintendent of the 
Avon School District, and most recently as an Interim Superintendent for the Manchester 
Schools. Dr. Kisiel started work on February 19th and it is good to have him here. The Board 
also commended Dr. Rachel Leclerc for her service as Acting Superintendent and I would like 
to extend my thanks to Rachel as well. She is a true professional and a team player, and lent 
great stability to the district during a difficult time. 

o Information Request re Administrators’ Administration – attached please find a memo from Dr. 
Kisiel in response to Council’s request for information on this item. 

• Department of Public Works 
o Route 275 Bridge Replacement Info Meeting – The Connecticut Department of Transportation 

will be hosting a public information meeting at 7:00 PM on February 25, 2015 to discuss the 
proposed replacement of the Route 275 bridge over the Willimantic River at Eagleville 
Dam.  The meeting will be held in the large lecture hall at Coventry High School, 78 Riley Hill 
Road, Coventry. Construction is anticipated to take place over five months in the summer/fall 
of 2015 including an 8-week detour. The proposal would replace the existing 15-foot wide, 
one-lane bridge with a 32-foot wide, two-lane bridge.  See attached flyer for more information. 

 
Major Projects and Initiatives 
• CL&P Interstate Reliability Project – No work is scheduled in Mansfield for the week of February 23, 2015.   

Weekly construction updates can be found at www.NEEWSprojects.com.  Residents can also call 1-866-
99NEEWS (1-866-996-3397) or email NEEWS@NU.com for more information. 

http://www.neewsprojects.com/
mailto:NEEWS@NU.com














  

• Mansfield Tomorrow: Draft Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) – The Planning and Zoning 
Commission (PZC) will be holding a public hearing on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 7:00 PM in the Council 
Chamber to take comments on the draft POCD. In addition to verbal testimony, written comments may be 
submitted prior to or at the meeting itself.  The PZC will receive testimony until 11:00 PM on March 2nd and 
may end the meeting earlier if they have heard from everyone present.  Once testimony has concluded for 
the evening, the hearing will be continued to April 6th as the PZC has extended the comment period at the 
request of the Town Council. 

 
Upcoming Events 
• Farm, Forest and Natural Resources Expo – The Town of Willington Conservation Commission is hosting 

an expo on Saturday, March 14, 2015 at the Willington Public Library (7 Ruby Road, aka Route 320) from 
10 AM  to 2 PM to showcase the benefits of protecting farms, forests and other natural resources.  There 
will be activities for both kids and adults.  See attached flyer for more information. 

• Mansfield Farmers Forum – The Mansfield Agriculture Committee is hosting its Annual Farmers Forum on 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at 7:00 PM at the E. O. Smith Agricultural Education Center. Tours of the 
Education Center will start at 6:30 PM. 

• Organic Land Care Workshop Series – The Town of Mansfield is offering a series of free workshops 
focused on landscaping techniques designed to reduce stormwater and the use of pesticides, herbicides 
and synthetic fertilizers, and to otherwise support a health environment at home. Please see the attached 
flyer for more detail. 

• Storrs Farmers Market – Storrs Winter Farmers Market will be open two Saturdays a month from 3:00 – 
6:00 PM at the Mansfield Public Library. The remaining Winter Market dates are: February 28, March 14 
and 28, and April 4 and 18. Everything sold at Storrs Farmers Market is grown or produced in Connecticut. 
Visit www.storrsfarmersmarket.org for more information. 

• UCONN South Campus Scoping Meeting – The University of Connecticut will hold a scoping meeting for 
several proposed improvements to South Campus, including a new Honors Residence Hall; an addition 
the Fine Arts building; removal of two houses on the south side of Gilbert Road that are contributing 
structures to the University of Connecticut National Register District; closure of Gilbert Road between 
Mansfield Road and Whitney Road; modifications to Whitney Road, including removal of on-street parking; 
and closure of Coventry Road and Maple Lane to vehicular traffic with the exception of emergency 
vehicles.  The public scoping meeting will be held on March 11, 2015 at 7:00 PM in Room 146 at the 
Bishop Center.  The deadline to submit comments on the proposed project scope is March 19, 2015. 

 
Upcoming Meetings* 
• Traffic Authority, February 24, 2015, 10:30 AM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Economic Development Commission, February 26, 2015, 5:30 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Inland Wetland Agency/Planning and Zoning Commission, March 2, 2015, 7:00 PM, Council Chamber, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Four Corners Sewer and Water Advisory Committee, March 3, 2015, 6:30 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey 

P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advocates for Children, March 4, 2015, 5:30 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
• Mansfield Downtown Partnership Board of Directors, March 5, 2015, 4:00 PM, Mansfield Public Library 
• Solid Waste Advisory Committee, March 5, 2015, 7:00 PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Housing Code Board of Appeals, March 9, 2015, 5:00 PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Finance Committee, March 9, 2015, 6:00 PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Town Council, March 9, 2015, 7:30 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 

 
*Meeting dates/times are subject to change.  Please view the Town Calendar or contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 860-429-3302 for a complete and up-to-date listing of committee meetings. 

http://www.storrsfarmersmarket.org/
http://www.mansfieldct.org/other/calendars.html
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