










































































































































 

TO:  The Members of the Inland Wetland Agency 

FROM: Brian, Kathy and Beth Usher 

  44 Meadowood Road 

  Storrs/Mansfield, CT 

 

DATE: July 17, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED STORRS LODGES  

 

We are unable to attend Monday night’s IWA meeting concerning the 

proposed building of Storrs Lodges as outlined in their application. We 

write this letter in opposition to the Storrs Lodges permit for the 

reasons listed below. 

 

1. We have lived in our home since 1985.  Our first level has been 

flooded numerous times due to the extremely high water table in 

our area.  We were forced to put a costly and extensive drainage 

system around our home to prevent water from seeping into our 

home.   

 

2. Currently, during rain, a small pond is created between our home 

at 44 Meadowood Road and the property to our right at 50 

Meadowood Road.  In addition, we have pooling in our front yard 

during heavy rain which seems to last several days. 



3. We have suffered through UConn’s Chemical Dump crisis and we 

are extremely worried about the potential contamination of our 

well water due to run-off contamination of the proposed Storrs 

Lodges site.   

 

4. We are very concerned about the failure of our engineered septic  

system and leaching fields.   These fields are in close proximity to 

the proposed Storrs Lodges and could be impacted by both run-

off and shift of ground water due to the impact on wetlands by 

construction.  We worry about the possible contamination and 

destruction of our property, septic system and well water due to 

run-off contamination when the buildings are completed and 

occupied. 

 

5. Our property is downhill from the proposed Storrs Lodges which 

causes us deep concern in light of the high water table. 

 

6. Because of the high water table and the enormous size of the 

proposed Storrs Lodges, there is not enough of a buffer between 

the abutting homes.  Frankly, we fear a catastrophic impact. 

 

7. Wetlands and vernal pools are important natural resources and 

we should do all in our power to protect them.  There is not 

enough of a buffer between the proposed building site and the 

wetlands and vernal pool to protect them.  We strongly believe 

that a large separation is needed between high density building 

and wetlands. 

 



 

8. Students have trespassed on our property numerous times as 

they attempt to access Carriage House Apartments on Hunting 

Lodge Road.  This will only get worse with an increase of 675+ 

students housed so close to the wetlands and vernal pool.  How is 

the town going to protect our natural resources from added foot 

traffic? 

Please protect our home from potential flooding and damage from the 

proposed Storrs Lodges.  We invite members of the IWA to visit our 

property at any time to see and discuss our concerns. 

 

In good faith,  

 

860-208-4892 

Kathy.Usher@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  





 Brian Usher comments to IWA on September 6, 2016 

 

My name is Brian Usher and I am here tonight representing my wife, 

my daughter, Beth, and my sister, Anne.  We live at 44 Meadowood 

Road. Our property directly abuts the proposed Storrs Lodges.  I believe 

we are one of four homes that directly abuts this project.   

The magnitude of this proposed project scares us to death!  If 

permitted, there will be forty-seven buildings, two hundred and 

eighteen units, nearly seven hundred students and six hundred cars!  

The proposal calls for five buildings in a row directly behind our home 

with another five buildings on the other side of this row, a total of ten 

buildings adjacent to our home and three other homes on Meadowood 

Road.  One building is approximately sixty feet from our property line. 

Our property and all of Meadowood Road is on an extremely high and 

fragile water table.  We are surrounded by wetlands. We are very 

concerned that this massive construction will impact our water table 

causing water to flood into our home.  We have dealt with severe 

flooding from the water table infiltrating our home for many years. We 

have partially solved this by installing an expensive drainage system 

around our home yet we still have a pond in our yard after heavy rains. 

This construction, being so close, can certainly have potential to cause 

flooding into our home.  

We maintain an engineered septic system with an effluent pump. The 

leach fields are at the rear of our property, extremely close to the 

proposed row of buildings. What do we do if this construction raises 

the water table and if run off ground water from the construction 

floods the leaching field causing our septic system to fail? 



We are downhill from this proposed development putting our home at 

an even greater risk from flooding and septic failure. 

We have dealt with the UConn chemical pit disaster in the past. Who is 

responsible if this massive construction causes a shift in the 

underground water flow and, once again, contaminates and poisons 

our well? 

We are very concerned about our safety and the safety of our home. 

We have dealt with students trespassing on our property as they 

venture out to Carriage House apartments walking through and leaving 

litter in the wetlands and in our backyard.  This proposed project being 

so much closer will only increase this behavior.  Meadowood Road is 

already being taken over by investors renting houses to students which 

has resulted in speeding cars, loud parties, students drinking alcohol on 

rooftops, a horrendous assault, and students knocking on our door late 

at night looking for the party house.  Our daughter is hemiplegic and 

visually impaired and can no longer walk safely in her own 

neighborhood! 

The developers and investors of this proposed project do not live in our 

community.  Despite what may be said, their concern is simply their 

profit from this development; while our home values plummet.  There 

is no way they have the love and commitment to our community that 

my family and other families who chose to live here have. 

This proposed project is too large, not needed and extremely 

dangerous to our fragile environment, watershed, community, 

neighborhood and homes.   

I am asking our town leaders and town council for your protection. 

What does my family do if our home is flooded, our septic system fails, 

and our well is contaminated as a result of this massive construction of 



the proposed Storrs Lodges which is literally in our backyard?  We ask 

for you to examine what is happening here and stop this proposal 

entirely.   

At a minimum, we ask you to remove the ten buildings closest to our 

home from this proposal and maintain this area as a green space buffer 

between the development and our home and the homes of other direct 

abutters.  

We also ask for a written response from our town council letting us 

know what guarantees and protection you will give us if you allow this 

project to move forward and our home is damaged.  Who is responsible 

and who will pay for the damages incurred as a result of this 

development?   

We ask all of you here to put yourself in our position.  How would each 

and every one of you feel and what would you do if this development 

was sixty feet from your property? 

We love this community and have been here for thirty-four years.  Our 

children grew up here. When our daughter, Elizabeth, had radical brain 

surgery to cure a rare encephalitis resulting in a two month coma, right 

sided paralysis, right sided vision loss in both eyes and spinal fusion, 

this town and our community supported us, helped us and comforted 

us.  We found refuge in our home and neighborhood. We fear that we 

will no longer have that refuge. 

We understand that the owners of the property which proposes the 

Storrs Lodges have the right to request this development.  But simply 

having the right to do something does not mean it is the right thing to 

do.   

Thank you for your time and for your due diligence in this critical 

matter. 
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