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Getting to Know You:
Phase 1A Tenanting Continues

    One of the on-going processes on which the 
Partnership is working with master developer 
LeylandAlliance is to recruit businesses as 
commercial tenants for Storrs Center.  While 
discussions about rent and other leasing terms 
are privately held between potential tenants 
and the developer, the Partnership represents 
Mansfield’s vision of the new downtown.  
Throughout the years, in public meetings, 
workshops, surveys, and in general conver-
sations, Mansfield residents have indicated 
to the Partnership their preferences for what 
types of shops, restaurants, and services 
they would like to see.  The Partnership and 
LeylandAlliance have been working diligently 
to make that vision a reality.
  A key priority that Mansfield residents have 
identified is to pursue local and regional 
businesses in the tenant mix   Residents have 
repeatedly expressed a desire to support exist-
ing businesses and encourage new businesses 
that are locally owned and operated.  This 
emphasis on the small and local is consistent 
with LeylandAlliance’s own approach.  By 
blending together “mom and pop” type busi-
nesses with larger operations, a vibrant and 
successful downtown will emerge.
   With this goal in mind, the tenanting pro-

cess continues.  To date, nine businesses have 
signed letters of intent to be located in the very 
first phase of Storrs Center.  The first business 
owners to sign on to the project were Brian and 
Barry Jessurun, owners of the Vanilla Bean 
Café in Pomfret, CT.  (Read more about their 
restaurant and future plans on page 3.)  Soon 
after, Moe’s Southwest Grill was announced 
as the second business to sign a letter of intent 
for Storrs Center.  Unlike the Vanilla Bean 
Café, which is a single, unique restaurant, 
Moe’s Southwest Grill is a popular chain that 
has locations in South Windsor, West Hartford, 
Milford, and numerous locations nationally.  
Both restaurants will be casual but will offer 
very different menus and experiences.
       Storrs Automotive was the third business 
to announce its plans for Storrs Center.  Rene 
Schein, who has owned and operated the auto
Continued on page 2

Update on Storrs Road
Project Description

    Work on the improvements to Storrs Road/Route 195 is progressing.  Funded by 
federal and state grants, the Storrs Road project is actually three in one.  The first com-
ponent, the streetscape extension, includes improvements to the west side of Storrs 
Road and the extension of the sidewalk from South Eagleville Road to Flaherty Road.  
The second and third components focus on Storrs Road from Mansfield Road to South 
Eagleville Road and will include measures to improve traffic flow and pedestrian 
access.  These three components comprise the Town of Mansfield’s project.  Because 
the bulk of the work will occur near the Storrs Center site, the Town is coordinating 
efforts with the downtown project’s master developer, LeylandAlliance.
     As Partnership Executive Director Cynthia van Zelm explains, “In addition to the 
primary goal of improving traffic flow and pedestrian access, the work on Storrs Road 
will create a visually distinct place so that visitors realize they are entering a special 
area, Storrs Center.”  Among the aesthetic improvements will be landscaping, orna-
mental lighting, wide walkways, and a fieldstone wall along the west side of Storrs 
Road.  Benches, trees, and plantings will create a pleasing space for pedestrians and 
transit users.  Other amenities for pedestrians will include more visible crosswalks 
and the addition of pedestrian collection points.  And, the extension of the sidewalk 
to Flaherty Road will provide safe, convenient access for residents walking to the 
Community Center, Town Hall, E. O. Smith High School, the UConn campus, and the 
future Storrs Center.

Progress to Date

    The Town of Mansfield released a “Request for Qualifications” (RFQ) for the 
design work in late 2008.  After reviewing thirteen responses, three firms were inter-
viewed, and BL Companies of Meriden, CT was selected for the project.  In June 
2009, the Connecticut State Traffic Commission approved a certificate to undertake 
the improvements described above.  Since then, Town staff and BL Companies have 
made significant progress on the design and engineering plans for Storrs Road.  Staff 
from the Town and BL Companies are completing the initial design work.  The plans 
will next receive a required review by the Connecticut Department of Transportation 
(CDOT).  Following the review, a public presentation will be scheduled to update 
residents on the progress and continuing work.  A preliminary rendering of the Storrs 
Road work is available on the Partnership’s website (www.mansfieldct.org/dtp.html).

Next Steps

    The Town and BL Companies will incorporate the feedback from CDOT into 
the Storrs Road plans.  They will continue the design and engineering work, which 
includes everything from planning for utilities work, to determining the chronology 
of the work, to creating a plan to accommodate traffic during construction.  Once the 
design is 75% complete, CDOT requires another review.  Each review by CDOT has 
an expected time frame from 30 to 45 days.  Another public update will take place 
prior to the start of construction.  For future updates on this project, please visit the 
Mansfield Downtown Partnership’s website (www.mansfieldct.org/dtp.html). 

   
 Courtesy of LeylandAlliance/Urban Design Associates

 The improvements to Storrs Road will help signal

 to motorists that they have entered the downtown area.
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  The work on Storrs Road 

will include improvements 

for pedestrian access

 and safety.



2 Mansfield Downtown Partnership, April 6, 2010

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

(000) 000-0000 (000) 000-0000

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

000-000-0000
Local Address
Local Address

curves.com

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE THE WORLD 

1 MILLION WOMEN STRONGER

Curves.com/StrongerTogether[       ]

Take 30 days and see how 
well Curves can work for you.

Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group. So you 

can burn up to 500 calories every workout. All with a trainer to 

teach and motivate.

30 days for just $30.

New guests only. 30 day trial not based on any enrollment. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 5/29/10.  
© 2010 Curves International, Inc.

UCONN’s CAMPUS!!!!  
STORRS COMMONS, 1244 Storrs Road  Storrs, CT 

06268

860-429-2838

Take 30 days and see how
well Curves can work for you.
Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group. So 
you can burn up to 500 calories every workout. All with a 
trainer to teach and motivate.

30 days 
for just $30.

860-429-2838
UCONN’s CAMPUS!!!!

STORRS COMMONS, 1244 Storrs Road, Storrs, CT 06268
***Shining Star Facility***

New guests only. 30 day trial not based on any enrollment. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating
 locations through 5/29/10. © 2010 Curves International, Inc.

A home not far from home,A home not far from home,A home not far from home,   
   in tune with your children,in tune with your children,in tune with your children,   
      in harmony with your family!in harmony with your family!in harmony with your family!   

Holiday Hill Day CampHoliday Hill Day CampHoliday Hill Day Camp   

A complete outdoor recreational A complete outdoor recreational A complete outdoor recreational    
   facility catering specially facility catering specially facility catering specially    
      to the needs of groups up to 300to the needs of groups up to 300to the needs of groups up to 300   

Holiday Recreation CenterHoliday Recreation CenterHoliday Recreation Center   

A beautiful outdoor setting for special events spring, summer and fall!  
Providing non-catered and fully catered events with a selection of meals 
and customizable options. Our giant event tent seats up to 300 for din-
ner. Our beautiful post-and-beam barn can be used for special occa-
sions requiring an indoor setting.  

IDEAL FOR... 
  Company Picnics 
  Family Reunions 
  Wedding Parties 
  Graduation Celebrations 
  Special Events 

Mansfield’sMansfield’sMansfield’s   

Eastern Connecticut’s premier summer day camp! Campers enjoy  
outdoor play, experiential learning and growth, plus memories, skills, 
events  and friendships they will cherish their entire lives!  

HolidayRecreation.com   860-423-1375 

Mansfield Downtown 
Partnership, Inc. 

Board of Directors
July 2009 – June 2010
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Steve Bacon, Vice President
Steve Rogers, Secretary
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Harry Birkenruth
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Barry Feldman 
Mike Gergler
Gregg Haddad
Matthew Hart
Dennis Heffley
Frank McNabb
Chris Paulhus
William Simpson

Ex Officio
Betsy Paterson
Antoinette Webster
Steve Rhodes  

Getting to Know You
Continued from page 1
motive repair business since 1975, expressed 
her enthusiasm at the prospect of moving 
into a new, larger facility: “We’re thrilled 
to be a part of the new community.  Our 
plans call for expanding the facility into 
three bays, which will be good for busi-
ness.”  Local residents were also happy to 
learn of the plans as they have come to 
rely on Rene’s shop for its convenience and 
expertise.
    Storrs Automotive was just the first 
of several Mansfield businesses to join 
the list of future tenants in Storrs Center.  
Travelplanners, Wings Over Storrs, Campus 
Cuts, Body Language, and Tailoring by 
Tima have all signed letters of intent for the 
new downtown.  These businesses provide 
varied services to residents and visitors.  
Travelplanners has provided full-service 
travel arrangements to area residents since 
1988.  They also arrange tour, cruise, and 
escorted and independent travel reservations 
for individuals and groups.  The President 
of Travelplanners, David Schiller, sees the 
move into Storrs Center as a positive one 
stating, “We expect our relocation to Storrs 

Center to be favorable 
both in terms of servic-
ing our existing clients 
and the foot traffic that 
will be generated from 
our new neighbors and 
visitors.”
    As with Travelplanners, 
Wings Over Storrs 
will be moving from 
the University-owned 
Marketplace building 
into a new building which 
will be part of Phase 1A 
of Storrs Center.  Since 
opening in 2000, Wings 
Over Storrs’ focus on 
high quality food at a fair 
price has made them quite 
popular, particularly with 
students.  The “Wings 
Over. . .” concept began 
in 1998 in Amherst, MA; 

the Storrs location was just the second 
venue when it opened ten years ago.  Today, 
there are 24 “Wings Over. . .” locations 
in nine states and Washington, D.C.  Area 
sports fans will be happy to know they can 
continue to get their chicken wings for the 
big game in Storrs Center.
    Also relocating from the Marketplace 
building are Campus Cuts and Body 
Language.  These two businesses have 
established loyal clientele in their time 
serving Mansfield.  Campus Cuts has been 
providing salon services here for over thirty 
years, while Body Language has long been 
a favorite among students.  Tailoring by 
Tima, another well-established Mansfield 
business, will be joining these businesses in 
the first phase of Storrs Center.  Tailoring 
by Tima is owned and operated by Tima 
Saria.  Ms. Saria specializes in alterations 
and custom tailoring.   
    The ninth business to sign a letter of intent 
for Storrs Center is Cosimo’s Restaurant 
Group.  Based in New York’s Hudson River 
Valley, Cosimo’s is a family-run company 
with five locations in the region.  Cosimo’s 
menu focuses on New World Italian cuisine 
with “a variety of dishes inspired by the 
winning combination of old world recipes 

updated with the best fresh new world 
ingredients.”  The new restaurant in Storrs 
Center will appeal to a wide range of resi-
dents and visitors. 
    With several distinct restaurants and 
a variety of services, the businesses that 
have announced their plans to be a part of 
the first phase of Storrs Center represent 
the blend of uses and attractions that the 
new downtown will offer.   Most of the 
announced businesses are unique to the 
area, while several others have regional and 
even national reaches.  This mix reflects the 
Partnership’s and LeylandAlliance’s vision 
of a successful and vibrant downtown.  
Negotiations between LeylandAlliance and 
additional businesses are on-going, and new 
letters of intent will be announced as they 
are finalized.
     If you are interested in owning or operat-
ing a business in Storrs Center, please con-
tact the Mansfield Downtown Partnership 
at mdp@mansfieldct.org.  The Partnership 
will share your information with master 
developer LeylandAlliance, who handles 
all negotiations with potential businesses.  
Residents may also contact the Partnership 
to suggest businesses they would like to 
see in Storrs Center.  To learn more about 
Storrs Center, please visit the Partnership’s 
website: www.mansfieldct.org/dtp.html.
  Harry Lassiter of The Lassiter Company, 
consultant for LeylandAlliance, LLC, con-
tributed to this article.

Newsletter Coordinator:
Kathleen M. Paterson
All articles written by Kathleen M. Paterson unless otherwise noted.

Newsletter Contributors:
Kim Bova
Harry Lassiter
Macon Toledano
Cynthia van Zelm
Virginia Walton 

 Courtesy of LeylandAlliance/Urban Design Associates

 Storrs Center will feature a vibrant mix

 of shops, restaurants and cafes.

Mansfield Downtown Partnership Perspectives

Advertising, production and 
layout by the Chronicle.



Mansfield Downtown Partnership, April 6, 2010 3

corner of routes 44, 169 & 97 - pomfret - connecticut

www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com

Connecticut Magazine
Readers Poll

Windham County - Various Years

Best Family Restaurant
Best Business Lunch

Best Sandwiches
Best Vegetarian
Best Desserts

Best Outdoor Dining

“The Vanilla Bean Café in Pomfret is one of those 
rare places that truly has something for everyone...

Oh, yes - the food is truly delicious, too” - Hartford Courant

“To Bean or
not to Bean...?”
...is it really a question?

lunch & dinner
weekend breakfast

outdoor patio
daily specials
beer & wine

860-928-1562

  

   Steve Rogers has been a member of the 
Mansfield Downtown Partnership since its 
inception.  As an active member of the 
Mansfield community, he was excited to 
work on the Storrs Center project, some-
thing he feels is much needed in town.  With 
over thirty years of business experience in 
town, he has a unique perspective on the 
steps taken and the path ahead to develop 
Storrs Center.
    In 1976, Mr. Rogers and his wife opened 
the Subway restaurant on North Eagleville 
Road; it was the 56th store in the Subway 
Sandwich chain.  The Storrs location was 
a success, and they opened several more 
stores in Vernon, Willimantic, Glastonbury, 
East Hartford, and Manchester.  In the early 
1980s, Mr. Rogers joined a group of 125 
development agents charged with guiding 
Subway’s growth in the U.S.  Mr. Rogers is 

still a part of that group and has served on 
Subway’s System Advisory Council and as 
chairman of Subway’s national advertising 
board.  Today, Subway has over 30,000 loca-
tions in all fifty states and in 90 countries.
   While he was developing his own busi-
ness, Mr. Rogers became interested in pro-
moting commerce in Mansfield.  Randy 
Bobb, a friend of Mr. Rogers who for-
merly ran Lynne Bobb Real Estate in 
Mansfield, told him about the dormant 
Mansfield Businessman’s Association, 
which Mr. Bobb’s father had helped found.  
“Together, we reactivated it, incorporated 
it, and renamed it the Mansfield Business 
Association,*” Mr. Rogers explains, “For 
the next two decades, we pushed the mes-
sage that both the University and the Town 
of Mansfield needed to embrace commerce 
in town.” (*The name was later changed 
to Mansfield Business and Professional 
Association.)
   At the time, support for business within 
the community was not strong.  Unlike other 
college town communities, Mansfield did 
not develop a commercial center to comple-
ment the University.  Mr. Rogers attributes 
this quirk to the fact that UConn received 
full funding from the state, and Mansfield 
received generous state subsidies.  “There 
was never any serious economic pressure to 
develop commerce to help pay for the oper-
ation of the town,” comments Mr. Rogers.
   Mr. Rogers also notes that, when he first 
moved to Mansfield, I-84 had not been built 
yet.  “The old state road from Hartford 
would sometimes shut down when it rained 
hard,” Mr. Rogers recalls.  Now, I-84 makes 
Mansfield feel more connected to Hartford 
and Boston.  Also, modern technologies 
make the town feel less isolated than it had 
felt decades ago.  Potential faculty and 
staff who visit UConn today have a very
Continued on page 7

     

  When Barry and Brian Jessurun, owners 
of the Vanilla Bean Café in Pomfret, joined 
the Mansfield Downtown Partnership in 
2005, they did so to support Storrs Center, 
a project they believed was much needed 
in the area.  The brothers felt the “college 
town” atmosphere was lacking in Mansfield 
when compared to communities such as 
Northampton, MA, and Durham, NH.  They 
thought that Storrs Center would benefit 
the entire community by providing new and 
varied entertainment (such as dining, art 
galleries, and music venues) within walking 
distance of campus.  They were also inter-
ested in learning more about the project as a 
potential location for a new restaurant.
   Brian and Barry opened the Vanilla Bean 
Café twenty-one years ago, and they have 
been asked “to do something in Mansfield 
for the past twenty years,” quips Barry.  
Although the Jessuruns were interested in 

the idea, and community support existed, 
they had not found a location that was quite 
the right fit.  After learning more about 
Storrs Center and meeting with master 
developer LeylandAlliance, they decided 
that the new downtown in Mansfield would 
be a great location for their third venue.
   As with their second restaurant, 85 Main 
in Putnam, the new eatery in Storrs Center 
will be a unique operation with its own 
menu and distinctive décor.  The Jessuruns’ 
commitment to quality ingredients and ser-
vice will continue, but with a decidedly 
Mansfield flair.  The brothers have an excel-
lent track record in creating special dining 
experiences:  The Vanilla Bean has been 
named “Editor’s Pick” by Yankee Magazine 
three times.  The Vanilla Bean has also 
received rave reviews in The New London 
Day, The Hartford Courant, The Boston 
Globe, and The New York Times.  And, in 
Connecticut Magazine, the Vanilla Bean has 
been recognized as the best in Windham
 Continued on page 7 

Courtesy of  Barry Jessurun

 A renovated barn is home to

 regional favorite The Vanilla 

Bean Café in Pomfret, CT. 

Partnership photo

  Steve Rogers has been a
 Partnership member since the 

organization’s inception.  

Member Profile:

 Steve Rogers
Business Member Spotlight:

 Vanilla Bean Café
Long-time Partnership Patron first to sign Letter of Intent

Courtesy of  Barry Jessurun

  The Vanilla Bean Café will soon 

have a sister restaurant

 in Storrs Center.  

Tuesday-Friday 9:30am-5pm; Saturday 9am-1pm • HIC #0564741

Get inspired and Let Your 
Imagination Become Reality!
• Starmark Cabinetry brings warmth, beauty & Style 

• Custom made countertops 
• Computer Design Service • Free Estimates

WILLIMANTIC INTERIOR
DESIGN GALLERY

John French’s

Serving The Community For Over 30 Years

59 Church Street • Willimantic 
860-423-6082
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G.M Thompson & Sons, Inc. 
54 Middle Turnpike, Mansfield Depot

(860) 429-9377
Mon. - Fri. 8-5:30 pm. Sat. 8-3 pm. Sun. Closed 

WE
DELIVER

Rentals are 
available for 

use throughout 
New England

Road rip!T

1856 Storrs Road (Route 195) 
1 miles north of Route 44

Storrs, CT 06268
(860) 429-0001 •  Fax (860) 429-5954 • Email: tonysgarage@snet.net

Most major 
credit cards 

accepted

Clean, dependable, 

late model cars, 

passenger vans,

 and cargo vans. 

CAR RENTALS 

4th Annual Winter Fun Day
 A Success!

     On February 13, the Mansfield Downtown Partnership, the 
Town of Mansfield Parks and Recreation Department, and the 
Town Manager’s office hosted the 4th Annual Winter Fun Day 
in front of the Mansfield Community Center.  A large crowd 
turned out to enjoy horse drawn wagon rides by Breezy Acres 
Percherons, ice sculptures by representatives from UConn Dining 
Services, crafts with the Mansfield Advocates for Children, 
storytelling with the Mansfield Public Library, and a cappella 

performances by UConn’s Rubyfruit and The 
Chordials.  The Community Center’s ice rink was 
ready for skaters, and the Northeast Youth Hockey 
Association was on hand to demonstrate how to 
properly shoot a hockey puck.  When children 
and their families worked up an appetite, Taking 
Care of Tummies Catering and Starbucks were 
happy to provide refreshments.  Thanks to the 
volunteers from the E. O. Smith Leos Club, the 
Partnership, and UConn’s Timber Team, Women’s 
Ultimate Frisbee Club, Table Tennis Club, and 
the Office of Community Outreach who helped 
make the day successful!

Partnership photos

Some Spring Installation 
Dates Still Available 

• Inground & Above Ground Pools
• Sales, Service & Installation
• Liner Replacements
• Spa Sales, Service & Installation
• Complete, Year-Round Service

FREE Site Survey, Call Coventry
860-742-7308 

www.sabrinapools.com                                        All Spas Serviced
Lic # CTHIC0502261

Heat Your Pool For As 
Little As $2.00 Per Day.

★Energy
 Saving 

Pools

860-427-7888
   www.nathanhaleinn.com

Offer expires 06/30/2010

Cannot be combined with 
other promotions

10%Off

For Dinner
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    The Mansfield Downtown Partnership began the Festival on the 
Green in 2004 as a way to draw visitors to the future site of Storrs 
Center.  Its focus on Mansfield businesses and organizations, 
hands-on activities, and music and art has helped the event develop 
into an annual tradition.  Over the years, it has grown by leaps and 
bounds from a gathering of a few hundred residents to between 
2,000 and 3,000 residents and visitors.
   In 2009, the Sixth Annual Festival on the Green featured over 
80 booths with a wide array of interactive activities.  The activities 
ranged from traditional attractions such as face-painting and a 
petting zoo to some special offerings, including a larger-than-life 
version of the game “Operation” and making Viking-style rope cords.  The variety in the 
activities made for a fun and unique event.  Children and adults alike spent the day enjoying 
the activities, food, and music at booths hosted by Mansfield-located restaurants, businesses, 
and civic organizations.
    The focus on music and art at the Festival on the Green has remained constant through 
the years.  A Juried Art Show and a display of art by E. O. Smith High School students are 
two major attractions annually.  The Benton Museum of Art, the Community School for the 
Arts, the Jorgensen Center for Performing Arts, and the Ballard Institute and Museum of 
Puppetry all hosted popular booths in 2009.  The culinary arts were also represented with a 
series of cooking demonstrations by chefs from the University of Connecticut Department 
of Dining Services.  Much like the focus on interactive activities, the prominence of art at 
the Festival makes for a unique event.
    Music, too, has been a major theme of the Festival on the Green.  Beginning with a 
performance by the UConn Marching Band, the day was filled with a variety of music.  
Kidsville Kuckoo Revue performed a selection of children’s songs, and local residents 
Spencer Hamlin and Chuck Eaton brought their unique sound to the event.  The James 
Montgomery Band headlined the Sixth Annual Festival and thrilled the crowd with their 
rocking blues.  Rounding out the entertainment in 2009 were performances by Pete Haddad’s 
Hubba Bubba Magic Show, students from Miss Kelly’s Dance and Drama, and the UConn 
student dance group Husky Bhangra.  
    Of course, no event is complete without food, and the Sixth Annual Festival on the Green 
had something for everyone!  Mansfield restaurants hosted booths featuring foods of all 
sorts: Thai, Indian, Japanese, and Mediterranean were popular choices.  The traditional fair 
foods of pizza, hamburgers, and hotdogs were available, too.  To satisfy one’s sweet tooth, 
there was peach cobbler, chilled strawberry soup, and UConn Dairy Bar ice cream.  And, 
iced coffee was especially popular among the many volunteers who spent the day ensuring 
a smooth and enjoyable event for the almost 3,000 visitors who attended the Festival on the 
Green.
    The Mansfield Downtown Partnership thanks everyone who contributed to the success of 
the Sixth Annual Festival on the Green!  The day was truly one for residents to gather and 
“Celebrate the Best of Mansfield!”
    Planning has begun for the Seventh Annual Festival on the Green.  If you are interested in 
serving on the committee or participating by hosting an activity or food booth, please contact 
the Partnership office: 860.429.2740 or mdp@mansfieldct.org.  See you in September! 

     The Mansfield Downtown 
Partnership works to 
make the Festival on the 
Green a low-waste event 
with the help of the Town 
of Mansfield Recycling 
Coordinator, the assistance 
of volunteers from local 
environmental groups, and 
the cooperation of the many 
Festival participants.  Each 
year, the goal is to recycle 
or compost 90% of the 
waste generated during the 
event.
   There are several ways 
in which the Partnership 
works toward the goal of 
diverting 90% of the waste 
from the trash incinerator.  First, through a generous donation from Willimantic Waste 
Paper, the Partnership provides each food vendor with plates, bowls, cups, and cutlery made 
of compostable potato starches, corn syrup, and paper.   The Partnership also works with 
organizations hosting the activity booths to plan activities that either produce little or no 
waste or that use recyclable materials.  
    In addition, visitors to the Festival on the Green find waste stations around the site instead 
of garbage cans.  Each waste station has a container for compostable items (e.g. food scraps, 
compostable bowls and plates), recyclables (e.g. plastic cups, aluminum cans), and trash 
(e.g. chip bags, plastic wrappers and straws).  Each station also has a crate for returning 
Hosmer Mountain soda bottles.  
    The Partnership relies on volunteers to help visitors properly sort their trash at the waste 
stations.  In 2009, the Partnership was very grateful to have the E. O. Smith Green Teens, the 
Juniper Hill Green Team, UConn EcoHuskies, UConn Green Grads, the Town of Mansfield 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee, and the Southeast Elementary Green Thumbs Club on 
hand to assist with the low-waste efforts.
   So, how much waste was diverted at the Sixth Annual Festival on the Green?  A record 
88%!  

    Of the 340 pounds of trash generated at the event:
 213 lbs were composted (63%)
 84 lbs of plastic, glass, and metal were recycled (25%)
 43 lbs were sent to the trash incinerator (12%)

     The Partnership thanks all Festival on the Green participants, volunteers, and visitors for 
their efforts in “Keeping it Green!”  With everyone’s cooperation, the goal of diverting 90% 
of the waste at the Seventh Annual Festival on the Green is easily within reach.

The Festival on the Green: 
An Annual Tradition

Keeping It Green:
 How Did We Do?

 Photo Courtesy of Janine Callahan

Save
the Date!: 
The 7th Annual 
Festival on
the Green
will be Sunday,
September 12, 2010

Independent Insurance Agency since 1942
Contact our Agency Today For All Your Insurance needs.

860-429-9387
922 Stafford Rd, Storrs/Mansfield     www.wilcox-reynolds.com
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   The Mansfield Downtown Partnership has six active committees on which Partnership 
members may serve.  These committees are integral to the Partnership’s success and are a 
great way for members to become more involved.   Individual members or representatives 
of member businesses and organizations are eligible to serve on Partnership committees.  
According to the Partnership’s by-laws, each committee is capped at twelve people.  If 
you’ve been looking for a way to get more involved with the Partnership, get to know 
other community members, or lend your talents to the Storrs Center project, consider 
joining us today!

Advertising and Promotion Committee
- Promotes the Partnership at the local, regional, and national levels
- Coordinates marketing efforts on behalf of the Partnership
- Plans special events, including Winter Fun Day and the Festival on the Green

Business Development and Retention Committee
- Works to strengthen existing downtown businesses and to recruit new businesses
- Maintains working relationships with local and regional financial institutions, business 
assistance organizations, and others that provide assistance in areas related to downtown 
economic development

Finance and Administration Committee
- Monitors all administrative and financial management activities of the Partnership
- Prepares annual operating budget for Board review and approval
- Oversees all grant administration

Membership Development Committee
- Encourages individuals, organizations, and businesses to become Partnership members
- Assists new members in finding positions within the Partnership that fit their interests
- Coordinates annual membership and renewal drive

Nominating Committee
- Recruits and evaluates candidates for the Partnership’s Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and other offices
- Presents nominations for Partnership officers to the membership at its annual meeting

Planning and Design Committee
- Assists the Board in assessing whether the Municipal Development Plan and Sustainability 
Guidelines are being followed in the creation of Storrs Center
- Will review Storrs Center site plans and zoning permits and provide feedback to 
Mansfield’s Director of Planning

    If you are interested in joining one of these Committees or would like more information, 
please contact the Partnership office (860.429.2740 or mdp@mansfieldct.org).

The Mansfield Downtown Partnership has begun planning a juried Arts & 
Crafts Fair for the spring of 2011.  Local artists and crafters who would like 
to receive more information about this exciting opportunity are asked to 
please contact the Partnership office (860.429.2740 or mdp@mansfieldct.
org).  The Partnership will maintain a list of potential vendors as planning 
continues.  Please also contact the Partnership office if you are interested 
in volunteering for the organizing committee for the Arts & Crafts Fair.

Get Involved: Volunteer for a Committee!

Arts & Crafts Fair

  Courtesy of  Kim Bova Photography

Tom Birkenholz (left) and Barry Schreier take a break during the Festival on 

the Green;  as sub-committee members, they coordinated 

the Celebrate Mansfield Parade.

We want to hear from you!
   Visit the Partnership’s website and take the survey about the

 Vanilla Bean Café’s new restaurant for Storrs Center.  Let us know
 what you’d like to see! www.mansfieldct.org/dtp.html

Host Your Next Special Event at:

The Pavilion

For Information go to NathanHaleInn.com
(860) 427-7888

15% OFF a 
Catered Event

Must be Booked by May 31st
Cannot be used with other promotions.

Also

Storrs Drug
Est. 1951

Family Owned
1232 Storrs Rd • Storrs, CT 06268

(860) 429-9365
www.storrsdrug.com

 19
45

3

 Est. 1951 TRANSFORM
Your Landscape

Innovative and
Creative Landscape 

Designs!

Expert Installation
Services

Mention This Coupon When You Call For 
A FREE 1 Hour Consultation (reg. $50 value)

12 Commerce Dr. 
Columbia, CT

860-228-8254
Visit our website www.distinctlandscape.com 

or email us at distinctlandscape@sbcglobal.net

Our 38th Year
DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPING
       & NURSERY, INC.

Fully insured hic#0546630

We Do It Right
THE FIRST TIME!

Now Booking for
all your SPRING

Landscaping Needs.

Back by Popular Demand... 
Shrimply Fantastico Trio
April is Shrimp Month 
Do we have a treat for you...
Our Shrimply Fantastico Trio comes 
with three different styles of shrimp 
- Southwestern Barbeque, Mediterranean 
Scampi and Herb Crusted Kettle Fried, all 
served over angel hair pasta with a fresh 
garlic lemon butter sauce. Start with a 
fresh garden salad and oven baked bread. 

You won’t believe it’s only 
$9.99

Vernon • 860-644-7702 346 Kelly Rd. 
Mansfield • 860-450-7071 Big Y Plaza, Rte. 195

Special Available for April 2010 
Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts.

Planning a Party? We Offer Full Service Catering 
includes Party Planner, Staff, Set-Up and Clean-Up. Call for more information.

Voted Best Value and Family Dining in Tolland County • 2008 CT Magazine Reader’s Poll
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 Check out our 
Monthly Selection of 

Featured Wines & Beers
Great Pub Menu!

Mouth watering appetizers! 
Tasty Buffalo Wings • 1/2 pound Burgers 

Wraps • Chili • Garden Salads
Daily food specials • Take out available

tHe Place to catch aLL the games!
35 Flat Screen/3 Widescreen tVs

 Large Outdoor Patio
WIFI • Pool Tables • Darts

• Large Dance Floor
• Plenty of Parking

Mansfield Downtown Partnership
Chronicle
1/4 page -5” x 7 3/4” 
$165 + $65 = $230
April 6 & 8, 2010

Your Premiere Gathering Spot
8,000 square feet of 

Sports & Entertainment

157 boston Post rd 
north Windham, Ct 

860-423-6789 
www.thesportsbar.org 

next to Gates GMC

Join us for FOOD, 
FUN & CHEER!

unwind with Friends 
& Co-workers after Work 
Daily Happy Hour

4:00-7:00 pm

Steve Rogers
Continued from page 3
different impression of the campus and town than they did in previ-
ous years.
   Over the years, state assistance for both the Town and UConn has 
declined.  Both the University administration and Town Council 
and staff see a need for alternative funding sources.  For the Town, 
this means expanding the tax base.  As an advocate for business 
in town, Mr. Rogers says that the attitudes towards business and 
development have changed over the years.  “Twenty years ago, we 
wouldn’t be having a discussion about how to increase business in 
town,” he remarks.  “I think it’s good that we’ve grown as a com-
munity.”
   Mr. Rogers feels that the past ten years have seen the most sig-
nificant changes and attributes this shift to both the UConn 2000 
project and the changing finances of the Town.  Mr. Rogers cites 
the Town/University Relations Committee as a big step towards 
improving communication between leaders from the Town and 
UConn.  The Mansfield Downtown Partnership has also served to 
improve relations as it brings together representatives from both 
UConn and the Town.  When the Partnership began, Mr. Rogers 

was serving as President of the Windham Region Chamber of 
Commerce and so was tapped to represent the local business com-
munity on the Partnership Board.  He says that, at that time, “The 
University’s and Mansfield’s new leadership stepped up to the plate 
and tore down that historical town-gown divide.”
   Mr. Rogers looks forward to Storrs Center and believes it will 
fill several needs in town.  First, it will address the lack of a true 
college town feel that one can find in places like Chapel Hill, NC, 
or Princeton, NJ.  And, Storrs Center will be a boost for the com-
munity in town as it will provide many more businesses and sig-
nificant new tax revenues.  Mr. Rogers envisions a downtown that 
will appeal to both “casual” and “destination” shoppers (the former 
are individuals who view shopping as entertainment and the latter 
are those who are looking for a particular item).  Storrs Center will 
also enhance the entertainment options in town by offering new 
restaurants and music and art venues.
   While the process has been lengthy, Mr. Rogers recognizes that 
the dilemma is how to create in just a few short years the type of 
commercial district that other college towns enjoy when theirs 
“came into being in the nineteenth century or earlier.”  It is a chal-
lenge; still, Mr. Rogers says “I know that Storrs Center will become 
a reality.”

     Vanilla Bean Café
 Continued from page 3 
County in the following categories: Outdoor Dining, Family 
Restaurant, Business Lunch, Sandwiches, Vegetarian, and Desserts.   
85 Main, opened in 2005, has received similar praise, including 
“Best Bar,” “Best Sushi,” and “Best Outdoor Dining” in Windham 
County and statewide runner-up for “Best Bar” by Connecticut 
Magazine.
   While Brian and Barry look forward to continuing this tradi-
tion of excellence, they emphasize that the new restaurant will not 
be a copy of the Vanilla Bean.  “We want people to walk in and 
know they are in some place different, special,” says Brian.  “We 
don’t want them to think ‘this is exactly like the Vanilla Bean.’”  
To that end, the brothers are working with the Partnership and 
LeylandAlliance to survey area residents and conduct a focus group 
to inform their plans for their new endeavor.  A link to the survey 
can be found on the Partnership website (www.mansfielddct.org/
dtp.html), the Storrs Center site (www.storrscenter.com), or the 
Vanilla Bean Café’s site (www.thevanillabeancafe.com).
   Mansfield residents can look forward to a menu that features fresh 
takes on high quality ingredients.  Brian says that the goal is to pro-
vide “accessible food in a comfortable setting.”  The Jessuruns try 
to keep current on food trends, but they look to balance the trends 
with food people recognize and enjoy.  The daily specials at both 
the Vanilla Bean Café and 85 Main feature local foods, and the plan 
is for the new restaurant to do the same.  Barry and Brian also plan 

for the new restaurant to be as environmentally friendly as possible, 
from the materials used in building and decorating the space to the 
water usage in the daily operations of the restaurant.  Not only is 
this attention to “green” issues part of the Jessuruns’ philosophy, it 
also fits LeylandAlliance’s and the Partnership’s overall plans for 
Storrs Center to be an environmentally-sensitive project.
   The Jessuruns look forward to opening their new restaurant in 
Mansfield and to serving all members of the community.  “We see 
the new restaurant as being a year-round attraction,” Brian com-
ments.  “We’re looking to serve everyone, not just students and visi-
tors.”  The idea is to be the place where neighbors meet to catch up 
over coffee, co-workers can have a healthy, casual lunch, or retirees 
can relax with a glass of wine or a local brew.  Because the new 
restaurant will serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner, it will be able to 
accommodate a wide range of residents, students, and visitors.  Its 
location at the corner of Dog Land and Storrs Road (in the first 
phase of Storrs Center) will feature both indoor and outdoor dining, 
making it a prime gathering place for all ages.
   Being an active participant in the community is key to the 
Jessuruns’ vision.  The Vanilla Bean has become a fixture in the 
lives of Pomfret residents, and 85 Main, with its central location, 
is part of an overall effort to revive Putnam’s downtown.  “At the 
Vanilla Bean, we have people on our staff now who started com-
ing to the restaurant as toddlers,” Barry notes.  “We like that.  We 
like knowing that we’re part of a real community.”  The Jessuruns 
anticipate filling a similar role with their new restaurant in Storrs 
Center.

D & D Auto Repair
VOLKSWAGEN SPECIALISTS

Dedicated to quality,
expert repairs!

Dependable,
personalized service!

Family owned
and operated

for over 18 years!

Convenient location
in the Holiday Mall, Storrs!

We service many other
makes & models too!

860-429-7471
1733 Storrs Road/Rte 195, Storrs
Business Hours: Monday – Friday

8am – 5:30pm
Most Saturdays by Appointment

Call for an appointment
We look forward to hearing from you!
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45 HARTFORD TURNPIKE

P.O. BOX 3811

VERNON, CONNECTICUT 06066

TELEPHONE: (860) 646-1974

FAX: (860) 647-8302

22 PROFESSIONAL PARK ROAD

MANSFIELD PROFESSIONAL PARK / ROUTE 44

STORRS, CONNECTICUT 06268

TELEPHONE: (860) 487-1842

FAX: (860) 487-1786

Web: www.KKC-law.com  TOLL FREE: 1 (877) 758-4552      

Providing quality legal services to businesses and individuals since 1964

ARBITRATION & MEDIATION  |  BUSINESS AND CORPORATE  |  CRIMINAL DEFENSE  |  DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW

ELDER LAW  |  ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS and TRUSTS  |  LAND USE AND ZONING  |  LITIGATION

PERSONAL INJURY  |  PROBATE and FIDUCIARY ADMINISTRATION

REAL ESTATE - RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL  |  TAXATION and TAXPAYER REPRESENTATION

STEPHEN M. BACON  |  MICHAEL A. BARS  |  CHRISTOPHER T. BOWEN

WILLIAM E. BRESLAU  |  JOSEPH P. CAPOSSELA  |  WILLIAM J. DAKIN, CPA, LLM

DORIAN R. FAMIGLIETTI  |  SOLOMON KERENSKY  |  MICHAEL J. KOPSICK

DOUGLAS K. MANION  |  JUSTIN L. MURPHY  |  STEPHEN F. SUTTON, CPA

ANTOINETTE M. WEBSTER  |  MATTHEW E. WILLIS  |  JEFFREY M. WINNICK

OLIVER S. CHAPPELL, of counsel

Our Services

Our Attorneys

2073 KahanKeransky Caposella Man1   1 3/26/2010   10:15:43 AM

www.storrscenter.com July 2009

Concept Plan 

Mission Statement

The Mansfield Downtown Partnership, Inc. 
is an independent non-profit organization 

whose mission is to strengthen and 
revitalize the three commercial areas of 

Storrs Center, Mansfield Four Corners, and 
King Hill Road by retaining and improving 

existing businesses, attracting new business, 
initiating real estate development and public 

improvements consistent with physical master 
plans, holding special events, and advocacy.

Contact information:
Mansfield Downtown Partnership, Inc.

1244 Storrs Road
PO Box 513

Mansfield, CT  06268
Phone: 860-429-2740

Fax: 860-429-2719
E-Mail: mdp@mansfieldct.org/dtp.html 

Website: www.mansfieldct.org

   A mixed-use main street corridor at the crossroads of the Town of Mansfield and the University of Connecticut, Storrs Center adheres 
to the principles of Traditional Neighborhood Design. Daily needs – including homes, stores, workplaces, schools and recreational areas 

– are within a five-minute walking distance.

    The main street town center will occupy about 15 acres of the overall 45-acre property, combining retail, restaurant and office space 
with   a variety of residence types, civic spaces and parking. Approximately 30 acres are reserved for open space, offering residents and 

visitors the opportunity to enjoy this natural preserve.

   For more information about Storrs Center, please visit  www.storrscenter.com or www.mansfieldct.org/dtp.html.

    The Mansfield Downtown Partnership hosts an Open House on the first Thursday of each month at 5:30 pm. 
  Stop by to learn more about the Partnership and Storrs Center.

Please return this form, with check payable to:
Mansfield Downtown Partnership
1244 Storrs Road 
P.O. Box 513
Mansfield, CT  06268

Fax: 860.429.2719

Questions? 860.429.2740 or mdp@mansfieldct.org

Membership Form
L e n d  y o u r  s u p p o r t  b y  b e c o m i n g  a  m e m b e r !

*Members must either reside in the Town of Mansfield, pay taxes to the Town of Mansfield, own or operate a business in the Town of Mansfield, own
residential or business property in the Town of Mansfield, be an employee of a Mansfield-located business, or be affiliated with the University of
Connecticut as a student, alumnus, or faculty/staff (current or former).

Contributions may be tax deductible.

Indiv./Bus./Org./Family Name_________________________________________________________________

Contact Person______________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State_______Zip___________________

Phone____________________ Fax________________________ E-mail________________________________

Yearly Membership Investment
MDP operates on a fiscal year running from July 1 to June 30

Please consider an additional contribution: $________ Total Amt. Enclosed: $__________

Student; Senior (age 60+) $10

Individual $15

Business/Organization $50

�
�

Patron $200

Sponsor $1,000

Friend** $_______

�
�
�

I would like to volunteer my
time. Please contact me 
to discuss MDP 
volunteer opportunities.

�

�

Membership* Benefits Include:
• Voting privileges at Annual Meeting and

special membership meetings

• Semi-annual Partnership Newsletter

• Notices of upcoming workshops or events

• Ability to hold office within the Partnership and 
serve on committees

**Friend Memberships are designed for non-town supporters
who wish to contribute but will not have voting or office
privileges.

Welcome to Our Newest Members!
  The following individuals and businesses 
have recently joined the Mansfield Downtown 
Partnership:
William Abikoff
Clive Baveghems
Meredith Beaudreault
Jotham Burrello
Bruce Gerber and Valarie Botta
Georgianna and Boris Rivard-Bravo
Patrick Carino
Deborah Faucette
Lynn Grabowski
Bruce John
Peter Kaminsky
Maureen Kirouac
Nesrin Rashad
Bill and Doreen Simonsen
Jim and Cathy Walter
Betty Wexler
Altnaveigh Inn & Restaurant
Ampersand Consulting
Courtyard at Storrs Condominium Assoc.

mailto:mdp@mansfieldct.org
http://www.mansfieldct.org

