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REGULAR MEETING-MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
February 11,2008

Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the regular meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to
. order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Audrey P. Beck Building.

1. ROLL CALL

Present Clouette, Koehn, Nesbitt, Paterson, Paulhus, Schaefer
Absent Blair, Haddad, Duffy

II. . APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Clouette moved and Mr. Paulhus seconded to approve the minutes of
January 28, 2008 special meeting. Motion passed unanimously. Mr. Clouette
moved and Mr. Nesbitt seconded to approve the minutes of the January 28,
2008 meeting as corrected. Motion passed unanimously.

. III. . MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Paterson requested a moment of silence in honor ofandrespect for our
troops around the world. Additionally, the Mayor asked that the victims of the
city hall shooting in Kirkwood, Missouri be remembered. As members of the
Natiomil League of Cities Mayor Paterson has worked on a number of
committees with Kirkwood's Mayor Michael Swoboda. Ms. Koehn moved
and Mr. Paulhus seconded to amend the moment of silence to reflect the
tragedy of which the Mayor spoke. The motion passed unanimously. Mr.
Schaefer suggested notice of the action be forwarded to both the National
League of Cities and the city ofKitkwood. Mayor Paterson will do so.

N. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

.' Mike Siskoski, 35 Wildwood Road, thanked the staff for the timely issuance
of the agenda and drew attention to an article from the Chronicle that was
missing from the Town Council packet. (Statement and article attached)

V. PUBLIC HEARING

1. Mansfield Community Art Display Policy and the Art Display Policy for
Mansfield Town Buildings (Other than Schools)

Mayor Paterson called the public hearing to order and the Town Clerk
read the legal notice. No comments were offered and the hearing was
closed.
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VI. OLD BUSINESS

2. Mansfield Community Center Art Display Policy and the Art Display
Policy for Mansfield Town Buildings (Other than Schools)

Town Attorney Dennis O'Brien has reviewed the proposed ordinance and '
complimented the Arts Advisory Committee on their work. Attorney
O'Brien noted the proposed ordinance allocates all decisions to the
Committee without input from the Councilor Town Manager and the
second section of the policy opens all other town buildings to the display
of art after discussion with the Mansfield Arts Advisory Committee. He
suggested the following language be added to SectionB.l. of the
ordinance: Nothingin this policy may be construed to mean that any town
building is available for use as a public forum for the display of art until
an express determination making such designation is made by the Town
Manager. '
Council members discussed options fOf those artists who are denied, what
should happen if the Committee cannot come to an agreement, the need

,for an appeal or reView process and whether once permission is given for
art ina particular building it could later be revoked. Arts Advisory
:Cormnittee members Jay Ames and Scott Lehman were available to'

..' answer Council members' q~estioris. Those committeeim;mbers present
, were in agreement with the following changes to the proposed ordinance:

1. The inclusion of a process by which an applicant could appeal
a negative decision to the Town Manager.

2. The inclusion of the language above suggested by the Town
Attorney.

3. The addition of "and grounds" to the Community Center
section of the proposal

4. Additional language stating decisions will be by a majority
vote of those Arts Advisory Committee members present at a
meeting. '

The Town Manager will include these changes and the revised ordinance
will be presented at the next meeting.

Mr. Clouette moved and Mr. Schaefer seconded a motion to express the
,Council's heartfelt thanks to the Mansfield Arts Advisory Committee for
,the development of an outstanding public policy ordinance.
Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Nesbitt moved and Mr. Schaefer seconded a motion to move Item 7,
Presentation of Storrs Center Video, as the next agenda item.
Motion passed unanimously.
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3. An Ordinance Providing a Tax Exemption for Farm Buildings

Council members discussed thl;: proposed ordinance and 'some members
questioned its effectiveness in the preservation of farmland. The need to
develop a comprehensive program to identify land and support fanners
who produce locally grown food was discussed asw~ the positive effect
of open space on the revenue/expenditure ratio i::>fthe Town. The Town
Attorney expressed his opinion on the ability to limit benefits by use of a
means test noting while it was probably not envisioned by the legislature it
is not impossible to do. By consensus the Council agreed to delay a
decision until staffhas had an opportunity to review the Coventry dairy
faim legislation, the ordinance's effect on the tax base and what types of
operations might be included in the definition of farming.

4. Community/Campus Relations

'Discussions havt:: begun regarding the preparation for Spring Weekend
and other large parties. The Town and University will continue to
encourage landlords' participation. .

5. CoIIimunity Water and Wastewater Issues

The Town Manager explained the different starting points shown in the
previously distributed graphs regarding UConn water use noting the
projected average day demand reflects the usage for the entire year where
as the projected peak montWy demand reflects the highest point during
that month.

6. Issues Regarding the UConn Landfill

Ms. Koehn requested that the changes in the UConn Landfill Project
Quarterly Progress Reports be highlighted. The Town Manager will look
into the possibility.

VII. NEW BUSINESS

7. Presentation of Storrs Center Video

Cynthia van Zelm, Executive Director of the Mansfield Downtown
Partnership, presented a video showing the history of the project and some
of the benefits to the community.

8. Appointment to Mansfield Downtown Partnership
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Mr. Schaefer moved and Ms. Koehn seconded, to appoint Town Manager
Matthew Hart to the Board of Directors for the Mansfield Downtown
Partnership, for a term commencing on July 1,2008 and expiring on June
30,2011.

Motion passed unanimously..

9. FY 200712008 Budget Transfers

Reporting for the Finance Committee, Mr. Clouette commented the
proposed transfers amend the budget to conform to reality.

M. Clouette moved and Mr. Nesbitt seconded, effective February 11,
2008, to approve the attached Budget Transfers for FY 2007/2008, as
presented by the Director ofFinance in his correspondence dated February
7,2008.

Motion passed unanimously.

10. Appointment ofAuditor to Conduct Financial Audit for Fiscal Year
2007/2008

Mr. Clouette moved and Ms. Koehn seconded, effective February 11.
2008, to appo~t the finn ofKostin, Ruffkessarld Company to conduct the
fmancial audit for Fiscal Year 200712008.

Motion passed unanimously.

11. Proposed Budget Review Calendar for Fiscal Year 2008/2009 .

Mr. Paulhus moved and Mr. Clouette seconded, effective February 11,
2008, to adopt the Budget Review Calendar for Fiscal Year 2008/09, as
amended. The agenda for the April 7th meeting and the April 17ili meeting
will be switched and a new date for the April 9th meeting will be
determined.

Motion passed unanimously.

The Town Manager requested that if Council members have proposals for
the budget they bring them to the·February 19th meeting.

12. An Ordinance Continuing and Establishing Various Administrative
Departments by Ordinance

Members discussed whether the placement of the Department of Fire and
Emergency Services as a separate department was appropriate or whether
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it should be included under the Department ofPublic Safety. The Town
Manager asked that the Fire quefhave an opportunity to comment and
will discuss the issue with him. Ms. Koehn requested in Section 9,
Department of Human Services, the term "clinical" in CA be rephrasedin
a more general manner. Mr. Nesbitt requested performance
measurements/program assessments be added as part of each section of the
9rdinance. Members discussed whether an ordinance establishing
departments is the appropriate place for such a program. The Town .
Manager agreed the development and implementation ofprogram
evaluation and performance measurements has merit. He suggested that
the development and implementation of any sort of sophisticated
performance measurements is a substantial project and askedCouncil
members to consider that fact in light of the prionties beIng established by

. the Strategic Plan. Ifthe Council were interested in the establishment of
program assessments he would like an opportunity to consult with steiff
and will report back to the Council. Mr. Clouette moved and Mr. Paulhus
seconded that the Town Council request the Town Manager come back
with the issue of the Fire and Emergency Services resolved and that. the
issue of including perfonnance and program evaluation not be include in
the new ordinance but that it continue to be studied and brought forward
as a separate issue.
Motion passed unaniinously.

Additionally members requested the Town Manager and the Town
Attorney examine the propriety of the inclusion of the Mansfield Public
Schools and Regional School District 19 in a town ordinance

VIII. QUARTERLY REPORTS

Review for next meeting.

IX. DEPARTMENTAL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

No coniments

X. REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Mr. Clouette reported the Downtown Partnership Board met last week. The
Finance and Executive Committee presented a report outlining possible
modifications to the developer agreemenr

XI. REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilors Koehn, Paterson, Paulhus and Schaefer attended the ribbon-cutting
event celebrating the installation of three solar panels at Region 19. Ms.
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Koehn reported that the 4th and 5th panels are on the way. Members thanked
the Clean Energy Team for their work.

Mr. Paulhus reported that the Winter Fun Fest, held at the Community Center
in cooperation with the Downtown Partnership was a success.

Ms. Koehn reported she would be a panel member at the February 27th public
hearing sponsored by the Permanent Commission on the Status ofWomen..
Both she and the Mayor were participants in some of the earlier endeavors for
equal pay at the University and are looking forward to hearing what the
important issues are today.

XII. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT

Attached

XIII. FUTURE AGENDAS

XIV. PETITIONS, REQUEST AND COMMUNICATIONS

13. Chronicle, "Farm Tax Break Vote Postponed" - 1129/08155

14. Chronicle, "Tree Contractor Saves Scaredy Cat After Very Long Week" --:
1129/08 '

15. Chronicle, "Progress in MansfieldHits a Few Bumps in the Road"-
1/3/08

16. Chronicle, "Reader's Forum"-12/28/07

17. Chronicle, "Speaker Set to Visit with Smith Parents'" -1125/08

18. CCM re: 2008 General Assembly Session

19. CCM's 2008 State Legislative Program

20. CCM re: CCM's Initial Response to the Governor's Proposed Budget as it
Affects Towns and Cities,

21. CCM re: ConnDOT Studies Adequacy ofBus Service: Buses for 21 5t

Century Forum Scheduled

22. CCM re: Draft Proposed,Electronic Waste Recycling Regulations

23. CCM re: Second Year of the Budget: FY 09

24. CCM re: Second Year of the Biennial Budget

25. Connecticut Light and Power re: Transmission Briefing II

26. Daily Campus, "Storrs Center Lookingfor Stores" - 1217/07
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27. Daily Campus, "Storrs Center: Putting the Town Back in 'College Town'"
-1/25/08

28. Local Property Taxes and Connecticut's State Government

29. Metro Hartford Alliance Annual·Ce1ebration 2008

30. Hartford Courant, "Students Receive Positive Spark" - 1/31/08

31. D. Nappier re: An Op'en Letter to Investors and Connecticut Citizens
Regarding Citigroup Decision

32. Navigator, "Storrs Center - Building aNew Downtown" - Winter 2008

33. New York Times, "Building Costs Deal Heavy Blow To Local Budgets"-
1126/08' . .

34. NLCCongressional City Conference

35. Organic Land Care Workshop

36. Permanent Commission of the Status ofWomen re: Public Hearing Topic.
- Getting to a Better Tomorrow: Economic and Financial Security .

37. M. Jodi ReB re: Municipal Finance Advisory Commission Appointment

38. Reminder News, "New Banners Line Walkway to Mansfield's Future
Downtown" - 1111108

39. State of Connecticut Department ofEconomic and Community
Development re: Affordable HousingLand Use Appeals List

40. State of Connecticut Department ofEnvironmental Protection re: final
FY08 & FY09 Priority List for the Clean Water Fund - Availability on
DEP Website

XV. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Paulhus moved and Mr. Nesbitt second.ed to adjourn the meeting at 10:08
P.M.

Motion passed unanimously

Elizabeth Paterson, Mayor
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First of alii was glad to see the agenda and packet out in a timely manner for this meeting I hope it

continues! !

Second It seems there was a communication item left out of the agenda" and 1
1 m sure it was just an

oversight on some ones part... lt was in The Chronicle Dated 1/29 Titled l Public Deserves Respect, Of

Boards!! I have:dJ copies for you!!

As you read itJwould direct your attention to the last sentences of Paragraphs 6 and 8...

Next I'll get back to my favorite subject the Housing Code!! I would like to know ifthe Town Council

had the Randi Frank Report Prior to receiving it in the last packet?? As in before this'ordinance was

originally passed and subsequently expanded!!

The fact that it was asked for by a council. member and then included with your lastpacket only leads

me to believe you are seeing.it for the first time...

Why would Mansfield ask for or accept a report comparing us to CITIES like Meriden, New London,.

Hartford & New Britain Not t()wns Like Tolland, Vernon, Coventry or Colchester..

I'm guessing that Mansfield wanted to model its Housing program after the big cities then got this

report from Randi Frank Consulting and found out the big cities don/t even do what Mansfield wanted to

do and subsequently did "there for this hiring of a consulting firm was a waste of my money..

Is this common practice that if Mansfield gets a consulting report that was not what they wanted they

misplace it .. We have been waiting for a long time for this consultant to finish their report on the

Community center.. The past three Town Council Meetings Mr Hart has said it will be ready for your

next meeting.. I did not see It in the packet for this meeting is it done??? This is a report that a lot of us

are waiting to see as I hope you are!!

Ok back on track here", Has anyone reviewed concerns brought to your attention throughout these
. vc.,1!\

Months" No make that years, regardin~issues of people getting and paying for landlord registrations

and or inspections when they were not required under this ordinance to do so... We even had one lady

who got her notices, Paid the $25 and registered" had her septic pumped l water tested, then found out

she was exempt as an associated premises..

AnC!ther example ..Say rman lady in my mid 80/s living alone I have an in law apt in my basement, I get

a letterfrom Town of Mansfield Building and Housing inspection saying we have identified you as a

rental property owner there for you must register and pay the fee .. You will be notified 30 days prior to

your inspection date. An informational brochure is enclosed for your reference... I have the letter and

brochure that I received right here..

This~id happen this lady did as she was told and sat waitng for her 30 day notification the

brochure states there are seven exceptions to the program only four apply to the public and these

should have been advised in some fashion in this brochure... You cant believe this lady would go

reviewing this whole ordinance, after all according to the letter and brochure Ithe Town of Mansfield is
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right she is a rental property owner. At 80 something she is not going to argue anything, unlike this 20

something, I argue anything, right or wrong JJ just ask my wife...

That example happened and it has been brought to the attention of Town Management There are 3

others that we know ofl!

And last

There is a case that was argued in the state supreme court last Thursday" Greater New Haven Property

Owners Association V City of New Haven that we are keeping a close eye onn as I hope you are!!

Many many concerns were brought up regarding this Ordinance, theexpi:msion and the contents and

this brings me back to the first mentioned editorial The Public Deserves Respect of Boards! l!

Thanks Mike sikoski
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Memo
To: Town Council . .

From: Matt Hart, Town Manager itt tJli
CC: Town Employees

Date: February 11, 2008 .

. Re: Town Manager's Report

:Below- please find a report regar:dingvarious:ite.ms of·inferestto the· Town Councili.Sjaff"al;l~hhe'
community:

•. Connecticut Interlacal Risk Manag~merit Agency (CIRMA) Amiual.Meeting: The Mayor,. Maria .
Capriol.a and :t attended the annual ~eefing for the Connecticut'Interlo~cil Risk Management·

.Agency (CIRMA), which is anon-prpfit insurance carrier providing liability, automobile and
property insurance to memb'e~ munidpalities~ CIRMAis, now the largest and most experienced
l11unicipalinsurerin Con~ecticut today., and. its ,financial size and strength enable the agency to serve
as a secure and convenient sou~ce of- riskfinancing with rate,staDility and assured av.ailability...
Thomas Sullivan, Commissioner oft-he Connecticut D.epartment of Insurance, was our guest speaker,
and he discussed the recent activities of his department. .

• Cou~cil of Small Towns (COST) Annual Town M~eting: I also attended the Annual Meeting of
the Connecticut Council of Small Towns (C05T).The meeting. featured Qvariety of speakers,
including Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz, OPM Secretary Robert Genuario, State
Senator Donald Williams and State Senator Jolan'M·cKinney.

• .Mansfieh:1 Community Center Management Study: As you know, we have hired Steve Cappezone
and Cliff Emery of the Enterprise Group to prepare a management'study to. review the center's
operations. S~aff has been meeting weekly since mid-Decemb.er with' the consultants· to provide
the inforniationthey need to. prepare their report, and we expect a draft of t.he report to be
available by the end of February. (We had expected the report earlier but the. timeline has

. been revised).
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, ,

•. Solar PV Installation at ,EO Smith High School: Today several Council members,and I"
attended the dedication ceremony for the solar PV. installation at EO Smith Hig~ School. The
solar panels were awarded to tne community as a·result of our participation in the state's 20'10
X 2010 campaign in which residents purchase clean energy from one of two providers. The town
now has 300 residential users purchasing a clean energy, which is a significant accomplishment
for a community of our size. I wou'ld like tocomm~nd the members of our Clean Energy Team,
including Council member Koehn and Recycling Coordinator Ginny Walton, who coordinated this
effort ona local level. Mansfield Middle School and EO Smith students have also been
instrumental to our stjc¢ess"and their continued support will be essentia(in the future.
Congratulations, all on this well-deserved honor! '

• Mega-Municipal Employees ,Health Insurance Plan: I attended a meeting at· Compt.roller
,Wyman's office to review the proposed Mega-Municipal Employees Heqlth Insurance Plan. The
proposal is alabor-management initiative, and participation would be voluntary. The initiative
could potentially result ih some real savings for municipalities, and, I will continue to participate
in the planning meetings. There are:scime issues that need to be resolved; however, such as
coverage for retirees.

, "

" Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program:' I am pleased to announce that the
town has been awarded $500,000 on behalf of Juniper Hill Village to.fund fire safety
improyemehts to it~ cottages. The funding will be used to install sprinklers and other improvements
at Juniper Hill designed to promote life safety.

• Storrs Center ProJect: Two weeks ago, the Town Council bega~ to discuss financing options
. for fhe t?og Lane 1 building, and we need to resume that conversation. I have also 'been working

with:Cynthia van Zelm and the Partnership's Finance and administration Committee to' update
the dE;velopment agreement between the Partnership and the developer, Storrs Center Alliance.
I believe that in order to p,roceed with the Dog Lane 1 Build'ing,the Town Council needs.a better
understanding of the details'and the proposed funding for all of the public components ofthe
pr~ject, including the parking facilities and the improvements to Storrs Road. Consequently, I
have asked the Partnership as our municipal development agency to provide the town with.a
report and related recommendations concerning the public elements ~f the sto'rrs Center'
project. I will work with the Partnership over thenext month or so to prepare this report to
the Council. Once we have this information, the Town Council will be in a better position to
negotiate a more comprehensive agreement(s) with the developer, including ~ny actions that'the

- Council. wishes to take with respect to the Dog Lane 1 building.

• Strategic Planning Action Conference: As reported at the last meeting, the -next phase of the
,project i;3 to conduct an open housE:. to solicit feedback on the draft action steps. The open
house has been scheduled for two sessions: 12-1:30 PM on February 27, 2008 at the Mansfield
Senior Center and 7-8:30 PM on February 27th at the Mansfield Community Center. The
steering committee ~ill consider the comments received and finalize the report for
presentation to the Town Council. '
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• Winter Fun Day: The secondannu,al Winter Fun Day waS held on Sunday, February 10th
. Featured

activities included horse drawn carriage rides, live ice sculpture carving, wacky hat contest· and a
performance by the a cappella group "The Cor.dials" from the University of Connecticut. This low.
waste event was sponsored by the Mansfield Downtown Partnership, Mansfield Community Center
and the Town of Mansfield. Prizes for the Wacky Hat contest were donated by New Alliance Bank,
Dominos and Subway and free coffee and hot chocolate w~re donated by Starbucks. Special thanks
to Kathleen Paterson, Curt Vincente, Sara-Ann Chaine and the Monsfield Community Center staff.
for planning and hosting this event.

• Upcoming meetings:
):> Town~University Relations Committee, 4:00 PM, February 12, 2008', Council Chambers,

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
):> Assisted/Independent Living Advisory Committee, 9:00 AM, Conference Room B, Audrey

P. Beck Municipal Building
):> School Building Committee, 5:00 PM; February 13, 2008, Conference Room B, Audrey P.

Beck Municipal Building .
):> Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:00 PM, February 13, 2008, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck

Municipal Building
):> Town Council (Financial Overview), 6:00 PM, February 19, 2008, Progr'am Room,

Mansfield.Public Library
):> Planning and Zoning, Commission, 7:00 PM, February 19, 2008, Council Chambers, Audrey.

P. Beck Municipal Building
):> Conservation Commission, 7:00 PM,.February 20, 2008, Conference Room B, Audrey P.

Beck MuniCipal Building
):> Town Council,7:30 PM, February 25, 2008, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal

Building
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SPECIAL MEETING-MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
. February 19,2008

Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the special meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to
order ilt 6:00 p.m. in the Program Room ofthe Mansfield Public Library.

L ROLLCALL

Present: Blair, C10uette, Duffy, Haddad, K.oehn, Nesbitt, Paterson, Paulhus
(6:55 p.m.), Schaefer.

II. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Jeff Smith, Director ofFinance, presented a statistical overview ofMansfield, .
an update on the Boards of Education proposed or submitted budgets, a
review of the proposed budget of the Governor for the fiscal year and an
outline of current budget issues. Town Manager Matt Hart described the
Town's efforts t6 include Natchaug Hospital in the PILOT program and
efforts to work with the Office ofPolicy Management and our elected
officials to change the way Pequot money is allocated.

Mr. Schaefer left at 7:00 p.m.

Council members agreed to ask the Director ofPublic Works, Lon Hultgren,
to review the details of the Solid Waste Disposal Fund at a future meeting.

Council members discussed the process of "flagging" items during the budget
discussions. These items of interest will be identified and a detennination
made at alater date.

Mr. Clouette moved and Ms. Blair seconded, effective February 19,2008, to
accept the Financial Statements dated December 31, 2007. Motion passed
unanimously.

During the discussion of Council Policy Recommendations Mr. Nesbitt
expressed his desire to present a zero mill increase budget this year and
suggested prioritizing budget items and a "pay as you go" approach. Mr.
Smith will prepare a report showing what cuts would have to be made to the
budget in order to have a zero mill increase. Ms. K.oehn requested the Town
consider a more detailed use ofprogram budgeting and expressed support for
spending on issues of sustainability and economic development. Ms. Duffy
noted that it will be important to make sure the goals and initiatives of the
Strategic Planning Process are included in the budget process.

III. ADJOURNMENT
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Ms. Blair moved and Mr. Paulhus seconded amotion to adjoum at 9:15 p.m.
Motion passed unanimously.

Elizabeth Paterson, Mayor
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To:
From:
CC:
Date:
Re:

Town of Mansfield.
Agenda Item Summary

Town Council rI
Matt Hart, Town Manager;:o/4 .'

Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager
February 25, 2008
Communications Advisory Committee

Item #1

Subject Matter/Background
As you may recall, at the January 14, 2008 meeting Council member Nesbitt presented
the Council with a proposal to establish a Communications Advisory Committee.

Council member Nesbitt offered the following in support of his proposal:

Background:
• There is no single media source for communications between the Town Council,

Committees and administrative staff and the residents of Mansfield.
• The Revised Town Charter addresses the need for two-way communications

between residents and Town Government, requiring the use of multiple modes of
communication when applicable in all communications from the Town Government
to the residents.

• There is a lack of a policy to coordinate the various communication modes including
print, web, pLiblic meetings, cable, video and radio. '

• As use of the Town web and cable sites are expanded, there is a need to establish
specific policies and guidelines for its use.

• The number of attendees from the public in various hearings and meetings including
Town Council, advisory committees, commissions, and Town Meetings is partially
determined by the timely dissemination of dates, time, purpose and information
about the meeting or event as well the specific format for public participation in the
public meeting. .

• The appropriate and optimal means of dissemination of information will be variable
depending up on the specific topic and venue and may change over time as various
current modes of communication are enhanced or new ones emerge.

Proposal:
Establish a standing Communications Advisory Committee with members from the
Town Council and public that have the responsibility to: .
• Recommend to the Council policies to maximize the dissemination and receipt of

information and for specific meeting formats (e.g. Budget Town Meeting).
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• Provide recommendations to the Council and administrative staff as needed
concerning formats and material for dissemination for public meetings that will
encourage maximum public participation.

• . Monitor and evaluate communication policies as to expected outcomes and to make
recommendations for changes if needed to the Council and administrative staff.

The Town Council referred the proposal to establish a Communication Advisory
Committee to the Committee on Committees.

Recommendation
The Committee on Committees has reviewed the merits and feasibility of the proposal
and recommends its approval to the Town Council. The Committee on Committee's
exact proposal is detailed in the resolution set out below.

I would strongly recommend the inclusion of staff as ex officio members of the advisory
committee, as I believe that our perspective would be very useful to the work of the
group, particularly with respect to budget and other financial materials. I look forward to
working with the advisory committee to enhance our communication efforts

If the Town Council concurs with this recommendation, the following resolution is in
order:

Resolved, Pursuant to Chapter A 192 of the Mansfield Town Code, the Town Council
shall establish a Communication Advisory Committee;

The membership of the Communications Advisory Committee shall consist of seven (7)
members of the public, none of whom shall be serving as elected officials of the Town
or Town employees. The Town Council shall make the appointments;

The term ofoffice shall be for thee (3) years, except that one (1) member shall serve
one (1) year from his/her date of appointment, two (2) members shall serve for two (2)
years from their date of appointment, and two (2) members shall serve for three (3)
years from their date of appointment;

The Town Council may appoint Town employees as ex-officio non-voting members of
the committee;

The responsibilities of the Communications Advisory Committee shall include but not be
limited to: .

• Make recomrni:mdations to the Town Council concerning general and/or specific
communications policies and practices;

• Monitor and evaluate communication policies and practices;
• Review and/or recommend to the Town Council formats for specific types of

public meetings (e.g. Town Budget Meeting, Informational Budget Meetings);
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• Review and evaluate format for materials distributed for Budget Information
Meetings, Town Budget Meeting and any other items as requested by the Town
Council and Staff;

• Investigate and recommend best practices for all aspects of communication
among the Town Council, Town Administrative staff, Mansfield residents and
regional interests when applicable.

-19-



PAGE
... BREAK

-20-



Item #2

Town of Mansfield
Agenda Item Summary

. To:
From:
CC:

Date:
Re:

Town Council
Matt Hart, Town Manager
Arts Advisory Committee; Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager; Curt
Vincente, Director of Parks and Recreation; Jay O'Keefe, Assistant Director of
Parks and Recreation; Dennis O'Brien, Town Attorney
February 25,2008
Mansfield Community Center Art Display Policy and the Art Display Policy for
Mansfield Town Buildings (Other than Schools)

Subject Matter/Background
The Town Council conducted a public hearing regarding the proposed Mansfield
Community Center Art Display Policy and the Art Display Policy for Mansfield Town
Buildings (Other than Schools) at the February 11, 2008 council meeting.

The Mansfield Arts Advisory Committee had prepared draft Art Display Policies for
Municipal Buildings. The first policy was specific to the Mansfield Community Center,
while the second was designed for other town buildings.

Prior to the council meeting, I received a comment from the Mansfield Public Schools
requesting that we specifically exclude from the policy the bulletin boards adjacent to
the Superintendent's Office, as those boards are used for student art work. Also, the
Mansfield Public Library and the Senior Center may periodically display the work of
children, as well as displays concerning upcoming programs and program themes.
Consequently, in light of these comments, I suggested that the Council consider an
amendment to specifically clarify what constitutes an art display under the policy.

After the public hearing was conducted, the Council reque·stedthe following edits to the
draft Policies:

. 1) The Town Manager shall hear appeals;
2) The Town Manager shall determine whether a particular municipal property is

available to art displays;
3) The policy should also include municipal grounds;
4) Language should be added stating decisions will be by a majority vote of those arts

advisory committee members present at the time a decision is made.
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Recommendation
The Town Attorney has reviewed the requested changes and updated the draft.
Revisions are shown in balded and underlined text. .

Staff recommends that the Council adopt the updated draft Art Display Policies for
Municipal Buildings. I also wish to thank the Arts Advisory Committee members for their
good work in preparing the policies.

If the Town Council supports this recommendation, the following motion is in o'rder:

Move, to adopt the Mansfield Community Center Art Display Policy dated February 25,
2008, and the Art Display Policy for Municipal Buildings dated February 25, 2008.

Attachments
1) Mansfield Community Center Art Display Policy
2) Art Display Policy for Mansfield Town Buildings
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For:
Prepared by:
Approved by:
Effective Date:
Subject:

TOWN OF MANSFIELD
POLICY MEMORANDUM

General Distribution
Arts Advisory Committee
Town Council
Febnlaty 25, 2008

Mansfield Community Center Art Display Policy

I. General Purpose

To recognize local artistic endeavor and to enrich the lives of community members, the Arts
Advisory Committee (AAC) invites local artists to apply to exhibit their works at the Mansfield
Community Center (lv1CC). An application form is available at the MCC reception desk;
applications to may be left at the desk or sent to AAC, cI0 MCC, 10 S. Eagleville Rd., Mansfield,
CT 06268. Note that: .

• Exhibitions will generally run for 3 months (e.g., January .15 to April 15).
• Exhibiting artists assume responsibility for loss or damage and must si~ awaiver to that

effect.
• The MeC will not handle sales of displayed art, and prices may not be posted
• Exhibiting artists may prepare a letter-size sheet with information about their works,

including how purchases can be arranged, for posting during the exhibit.

II. Application Process

a. The AAC shall consider any application to exhibit art at the MCC or upon its grounds. An
application consists of a completed application form and photos (or samples) of the type of
works proposed for display.

.b. The MC shall judge applications, and approve or disapprove them by a majority vote of
the AAC members present, on the basis of the guidelines below, after consulting with
MCC staff. However, Mansfield artists shall be given priority.

c. An applicatioI). that does not -include photos of all the works to be displayed may be
approved provisionally. However, final approval shall not be given before all the works or
photos thereof have been viewed by the AAG.

.d If an application to exhibit is disapproved, the AAC shall explain why, in writing, to the
applicant, and inform the applicant that he or she may appeal the disapproval within
ten days to the Town Manager, whose decision shall be final.

e. If an application to exhibit is approved, the AAC shall negotiate the display area and period
with the applicant and arrange for the exhibit's installation.

\\manstieldserver\townhall\manager\Policies\Policy - Alt Display - Manstield Community Center.doc
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III. Guidelines

Applications to exhibit will be judged by the AAC on the basis of originality, artistic quality, and
suitability for a family setting. While it is difficult to be very precise about these notions, the
following considerations and examples are intended to suggest their meaning and scope, as
employed by the AAC. .

a. Originality. A work need not be something new tmder the·sun (few works of art can claim as
much), but the artist's contribution to design and execution should be substantial. Paint-by
numbers paintings or fabrics woven according to someone else's pattern would not qualify
as original in this sense. Jewelry merely assembled from ready-made materials (beads,
settings, stones, etc.) is less original in this sense than jewehy in which these elements are
designed and made by the artist.

b. Artistic quality. The AAC takes a liberal view of artistic quality, but it may reject work that, in
its judgment, falls short of acceptability for this reason. Poor draftsmanship, badly
composed or printed photographs, muddy watercolor, and the like, can put works into this
category. Commercial crafts, though original and well-executed, may nonetheless lack the
expressive and aesthetic qualities associated with art, and for this reason be judged wanting
in terms of artistic quality. Different standards of artistic quality may be appropriate for
special exhibits (for example, of children's art).

c. Suitabilityfor afamily setting. Works will not be accepted for display if the AAC judges that
they are very likely to upset children or would likely trigger a warning that some viewers may
find them offensive, were they to.be exhibited in an art museum. These include:
• Graphic depictions of sexuality or violence.
• Works that appear designed to ridicule deeply held beliefs or to disparage others for their

race, gender or sexual identity,ethnicity, nationality, etc. Since works of art are generally
open to interpretation, it may be difficult to determine whether a work belongs in this
category. Nonetheless, the AAC may reject works that it considers offensive for this
reason.

N. Removal ofArt

a. The artist is expected to remove his or her work at the end of the agreed-upon display
period. Should the artist fail to do so, the AAC may remove the work. In such a case, the
AAC shall take reasonable steps to reunite artist and work but assumes no responsibility for
loss or damage. The MCC does not have facilities for storing art.

b. Courts have mled that works of art accepted by a public agency for public display are forms
of expression protected from censure by the Constitution. Accordingly, no work accepted
for display shall be removed from display for reasons related to its expressive character
before the artist has a reasonable opportunity for ahearing before the Town
Manager, whose decision shall be final. Works may, of course, be removed for other
reasons, such as repainting walls~

c. With the approval of the AAC and proper notice to the MCC staff, the artist may remove
his or her works before the end of the display period or substiulte other works for those
displayed. The AAC shall view the new work or a photo thereof before approving a
substiultion.

\\mansfieldserver\townhal1\manager\Policies\Policy - Art Display - Manstield Community Center.doc
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V. Comments

Comment cards are available at the MCC reception desk for those who wish to comment on works
displayed or on display policy.

a. Comments relating to works may be shared with the artist.
b. The MC shall respond to signed written comments relating to policywith an invitation to

their author(s) to appear before the MC and elaborate. TheAAC shall then consider the
issue'and report the result of its deliberations in writing to the author(s).

\\mansfieldserver\townhall\rnanager\Policies\Policy - Art Display - Mansfield Community Center.doc
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For:
Prepared by:
Approved by:
Effective Date:
Subject:

TOWN OF MANSFIELD
POLICY MEMORANDUM

General Distribution
Arts Advisory Committee
Town Council
February 25, 2008
Art Display Policy for Mansfield Town Buildings

1. General Purpose

The Council requested that the Arts Advisory Committee"develop a policy concerning local art
displays in and upon the grounds of municipal buildings (exclusive of school buildings) for review
and approval by the Council." In doing so, the Arts Advisory Committee was to "consult with and
solicit comment from various advisory committees, staff and other interested members of the
co11"1!TIunity." (03/05/07 memo from Town Manager Matt Hart)

This policy applies to Mansfield town buildings other than the Mansfield Community Center and
schools~ No town building may be made available for use as a public forum for the display

.of art until an express determination of such designation is made by the.Town Manager.
Artists interested in exhibiting their work in Town buildings (other than schools) are invited to

discuss options with the Mansfield Arts Advisory Committee. Applications to exhibit in such a
building must be approved by aCommittee, which shall be the Arts Advisory Committee unless
otherwise designated by the Town Manager.

II. Guidelines

A. Exhibits sha:ll not be approved tmtil a:ll theworks proposed for exhibit (or photos thereof)
have been viewed by the Committee.

B. The Committee may give preference to exhibits by Mansfield residents, or to exhibits of
special interest to users of the facility (e.g., work by seniors at the Senior Center, book
illustrations at the Mansfield Library).

C. Applications may be rejected if, in the judgment of the Committee, the work falls short in
terms of originality, design, or execution. The Committee sha:ll judge applications, and
approve or disapprove each application by a majority vote of the Committee members
present, on the basis of these guidelines, after consulting with building staff.

D. Applications shall be rejected if, in the judgment of the Committee, the work is unsuitable
for the venue. Exhibits suitable for an art gallery may be inappropriate in Town buildings,
to which people come on other business. Such works include graphic depictions ofsexuality
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or violence, and those that appear designed to ridicule deeply held beliefs or to disparage
others for their race, gender or sexual identity, ethnicity, nationality, etc.

E. Should an application to exhibit be rejected, the Committee shall explain why, in writing, to
the applicant and inform the applicant that he or she may appealthe disapproval
within ten days to the Town Manager, whose decision shall be final.

F. Should an application to exhibit be approved, the Committee shall negotiate with the
applicant the display area and the start- and end-dates of the exhibit, and shall arrange for its
installation.

G. Exhibiting artists assume responsibility for loss or damage and must sign a waiver to that
effect before installation.

H. The artist is expected to remove his or her work at the end of the agreed-upon exhibit
period. Should he or she fail to do so, the Committee may remove the work. In this case,
the Committee shall take reasonable steps to reunite artist and work but assumes no
responsibility for loss or damage..

1. Courts have ruled that art accepted by a public agency for public display is a-form of
expression protected by the Constitution. Accordingly, no work approved by the
Committee shall be removed for reasons related to its expressive character before the artist
has been given a reasonable opportunity for a hearing before the Town Manager,
whose decision shall be final. Work may be removed as necessary for unrelated reasons,
such as building maintenance.

J. With the approval of the Committee, the artist may remove work before the end of the
display period or substitute other works for those displayed. Before approving any
substitution, the Committee shall viewthe new work (or photo thereof)..

K. The public is invited to comment to the Committee on exhibits. Comments related to
works may be shared with the artist. The Committee shall respond to signed, written
comments relating to policy with an invitation to the a\lthor(s) to appear before the
Committee and elaborate. The Committee shall then consider the issue and report the result
of its deliberations in writing to the author(s).

\\manslieldserver\townhal1\munuger\Policies\Policy - Ali Display - Mansfield Town Buildings2.doc
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To:
From:
CC:
Date:
Re:

Item #3

Town of Mansfield
.. Agenda Item Summary

Town Council;1
Matt Hart, Town ManagerAf,vn
MansfieldDepartment Heads; Dennis O'Brien, Town Attorney
February 25, 2008
An Ordinance Continuing and Establishing Various Administrative
Departments Responsible for Public Services

Subject Matter/Background
Section 504 of the revised Mansfield Charter specifies that the Town Council shall
establish by ordinance the various municipal departments responsible for the provision
of public services. The attached draft has been prepared in-consultation with the Town
Attorney and staff, following a r~yiew of ordinances in place in other communities.

The draft ordinance encompasses all existing departments, and proposes that the
Department of Building Maintenance be renamed the "Department of Facilities
Management, and that the Department of Social Services be renamed the "Department
of Human Services." Because the Department of Finance and the Town Clerk's Office·
are specifically referenced in the Charter, those departments are not referenced in the
draft. The duties of the Town Manager and the Town Attorney are similarly detailed in
the Charter, and are not mentioned in the proposed ordinance.

The proposed draft speaks to the legislative authority and purpose behind the
ordinance, and specifically provides that the Town Council may contract with the state,
another Connecticut municipality or any other legal entity for the provision of services.
The ordinance then lists each department, with a reference to the department head and
a broad description of departmental responsibilities and duties.

At the February 11 th meeting, the Town Council reviewed the proposed ordinance and
individual members offered the following comments:

e The Department of Fire and Emergency Services should be incorporated within
the Department of Public Safety

• Within the Department of Human Services, the language specifying the provision
.of clinical youth services should be more general in nature

• Confirm whether it is appropriate to specify within the ordinance that some
department heads report to both the Town Manager and the Superintendent(s) of
Schools
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I have considered each comment carefully. Because the Fire Chief reports to the
Director of Public Safety, I have incorporated fire and emergency services as a division
within the Department of Public Safety. I have, however, provided 9 parenthetical
reference to the "Mansfield Fire Department," as this is the common name for the
division.

I have revised the section regarding youth services to make the language more general,
in order to allow greater flexibility inthe provision of that service.

In the earlier draft there were two departments in which the ordinance specified that the
department head would report to both the Town Manager and the Superintendent(s) of
Schools - the Department of Facilities Management and the Department of Information
Technology. I do recommend that we specify that the Director of Facilities Management
shall report to the Town Manager and the Superintendent, as the Director is officially a
Town employee and we have the ability to require the employee to report to the head of
what is ostensibly another municipal department. The shared department and the joint
reporting relationship for the director have served both the Town and the Mansfield
Public Schools well for many years, and I wish to provide some legal framework to
maintain the model.

After further review I have revised the reference to the Director of Information
Technology as the director is officially an employee of the Mansfield Public Schools.
Via a tripartite agreement, the Town, the Mansfield Public Schools and Region 19 share
the services ,of the director and have pooled their respective information technology
staffs to create the Department of Information Technology. The revision provides that
the Town may contract for the management of the department, or establish an
appropriate management position. .

I also noted a conflict between Sections 4(B) and 15(B) and have revised 4(B) to
provide that the Town Manager shall have sole discretion to create functional divisions
within a department. This has been the practice and serves to promote the Manager's
ability to effectively manage the organization.

In addition, I have amended Section 14(B) to clarify that the Animal Control Officer may
report to the Town Manager or his/her designee. (I have many direct reports and may
wish to adjust this in the future.)

Also at the February 11 th meeting, the Town Council discussed whether the ordinance
would be an appropriate medium to address performance measurements and program
evaluation. As reported, staff has begun to research and discuss ways in which the
Town could develop and maintain a performance measurement system as well as
conduct program evaluation studies.
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In order for performance measurements to be meaningful and add value to the
organization it is important for the following to occur:

• Council adopts its strategic plan
• Department heads develop goals for their departments that connect to the

strategic plan
• Department heads develop objectives that can be measurable and connect to the

department goals
• Performance measures are developed that can be used to measure the

objectives

Typically, performance measurements are developed and maintained by departments in
partnership with a budget or program evaluation office. Since Mansfield is a small
community without budget or management analysts, or a stand alone budget/program
evaluation office, it will take considerable staff time and resources to develop
performance measurements. .

Performance measurements are also useful for benchmarking purposes. In order to be
sure that communities are comparing "apples to apples,", it is helpful for a -town to be
part of a performance measurement consortium such as the ICMA Center for
Performance Measurement. New England GFOA has begun a pilot program entitled
New England States Municipal Performance Measurement Project, and Mansfield will
be one of the 18 pilot members of this initiative. All member towns will be from New
England states, and the member towns will assist in the development of performance
measurements that will/can be used by member towns. Initially, this project will require
an incremental three year commitment. During the first year, two service areas (Le. fire,
parks & recreation ... ) will be developed, in year two a third service area will be
developed and in year three a fourth service area will be developed.

In regards to program evaluation, such analyses are also commonly conducted by
budget, program evaluation or internal auditing offices. Again, since Mansfield does not

. have any analysts on staff nor does it have stand alone departments as referenced
above, it would be difficult for staff to conduct program evaluation studies on a frequent
basis. For example, a thorough review of a department can often take several analysts
weeks or even months to complete. Program evaluation can be used to analyze a
program, department or service, and common components to a program evaluation
studies include:

• Background on the subject being reviewed
• Statement of methodology used
• Review of quantitative and/or qualitative data
• Analysis of quantitative and/or qualitative data
• Discussion of findings
• Recommendations for improvements to the subject being reviewed
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I do believe that the town should engage in the development of performance measures
and program evaluation, but the level of effort must be commensurate with our level of
resources and coordinated with the implementation of our strategic plan. Consequently,
I think that it would be premature to include any references or requirements to
performance. measurement or program evaluation within the ordinance. What I would
recommend instead is that we proceed with the GFOA pilot program, and work to
develop a program evaluation model that could be effectively employed by a small
municipality to review major programs.

Suggested additions to the ordinance are highlighted in balded and underlined text.
Proposed deletions are indicated via strikeouts.

Legal Review
The Town Attorney has reviewed and approved the proposed revisions to the
ordinance.

Recommendation
Unless the Town Council disagrees with any of the proposed revisions or wishes to
make other changes to the draft, staff recommends that the Council schedule a public

. hearing to solicit public comment regarding the draft ordinarice. -

If the Council concurs with this recommendation, the following motion is in order:

Move} to schedule a public hearing for 7:30 PM at the Town Council's regular meeting
on March 10} 200B}. to solicit public comment regarding An Ordinance Continuing and
Establishing Various Administrative Departments Responsible for Public Services.

Attachments
1) Proposed Ordinance Continuing and Establishing Various Administrative·

Departments Responsible for Public Services
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Town of Mansfield
Code of Ordinances

"An Ordinance Continuing and Establishing
Various Administrative Departments RespOllsible for Public Services"

February 25, 2008 Draft

Section 1. Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Ordinance Continuing and Establishing
Various Administrative Departments Responsible for Public Services."

Section 2. Legislative Authority.

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§ 7-148 and 7-193(b), and
§ C504 of the Mansfield Town Chmier, as amended.

Section 3. Purpose.

Per section C504 of the Town.Charter, as amended, the Town Council shall establish by
ordinance various administrative departIi1ents, agencies and offices responsible for the provision
of public services.

Section 4. Establishment of Various Departments Responsible for Public Services.

A. In addition to those departments and offices enumerated in the Town Charter, the following
administrative departments are hereby continued and established for the purpose ofproviding
public services.

1) Department of Building and Housing Inspection

2) Department of Facilities Management

3) Department ofHuman Services

4) Department ofInfonnation Technology

5) Department of Library Services (Mansfield Public Library)

\\munsfieldserver\townhall\managerl..-HartMW_\Legal\Ordinunce-EstablishingDepurtments3.a.doc
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6) Department of Parks and Recreation

7) Department of Planning and Zoning

8) Department ofPublic Safety

9) Department of Fire and Emergency Services

10) Department of Public Works

B. The Town Manager may create functional divisions within a department, subject to approval
by the To',-vn Council.

Section 5. Directors of Departments.

A. Two (2) or more departments may be headed by the same person, and the Town Manager
may act as the director of any department except as specifically provided by·the Town
Charter.

B. Each director ofa department shallbe an officer of the Town.

C. A director of an administrative department may promulgate any departmental rule that is not
inconsistent with this Ordinance, the Town Charter or Town policy.

Section 6. Provision of Services by Contract.

To the extent allowed by law, the Town Council may contract with the State of Connecticut, a
Connecticut municipality or any other legal entity for the provision ofmunicipal services.

Section 7. Department of Building and Housing Inspection.

A. Appointment of department head. The Depmiment shall be headed by the Director of
Building and Housing Inspection, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town
Manager.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1) The development, administration and management of deparunental activities and
programs;

2) Enforcing building, electIical, demolition, mechanical and plumbing codes, and the
Mansfield Housing Code and the Landlord Registration Ordinance;
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3)· Assisting the Building Code Board of Appeals and Housing Code Board of Appeals with
fulfilling their statutory responsibilities;

4) The administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

5) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 8. Department of Facilities Management.

A. Appointment of department head. The Departmentshall be headed by the Director of
Facilities Management, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town Manager and the
Superintendent of the Mansfield Public Schools.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1) The development, administration and management of departmental activities and
services;

2) The maintenance and repair ofTown and School buildings· and equipment;

3) Management ofvarious assigned capital projects;

4) The administration ofvario~s contracts related to departmental activities;

5) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager and Superintendent of Schools.

Section 9. Department of Human Services.

A. Appointment of department head. The Department shall be headed by the Director of
Human Services, who shallbe appointed by arid report to the Town Manager. The Director
or hislher designee shall serve as the Fair Housing Officer and the Municipal Agent for the
Elderly, with power to enforce all statutes relating to the duties of those offices.

B. Divisions. The Department shall include, unless otherwise directed by the Town Manager,
the following divisions:

1) Adult Services

2) Senior Services

3) Youth Services
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C. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1. The development, adlmnistration and management of departmental activities and
programs;

2. Providing counseling, referral, infonnation and advocacy services for adults of all ages;

3. The coordination and administration of a school readiness program;

4. Providing professional clinical intervention and supportive services and activities for
youth;

5. Providing various creative, educational, recreational, health, wellness and social activities
for older adults; coordinating the operation ofthe Mansfield Senior Center;

6. The administration ofvarious contracts related to departmental activities;

7.· Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 10. Department of Information Technology.

A. Management. The Town Council shall authorize the Town :Manager to contract for the
management of information technology services, or establish a Director's or other
appropriate position to head the Department under the supervision ofthe Town
Manager. i ...ppointment of department head. The Department shall be headed by the
Director ofInfoR11ation Technology, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town
Manager and the Superintendent oithe Mansfield Public Schools and the Sup~rintendentof
Regional School Dishict 19.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall beresponsible for:

1) The coordination, administration and management of departmental activities and
services;

2) Developing and maintaining efficient, cost effective infonnation technology systems for
the town and the public schools;

3) Developing and providing necessary infonnation technology support services to town and
school staff;

4) The administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

5) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager and Superintendents of Schools.
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Section 11. Department of Library Services (lVIansfield Public Library).

A. Appointment of department bead. The Department shall be headed by the Library
Director, who shall be appointed by and repOli to the Town Manager.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for: .

1) The coordination, administration and management ofpublic library operations and
services;

2) Management of a public library collection, including departmental planning and technical
decisions; .

3) The administration ofvarious contracts related to departmental activities;

4) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 12. Department of Parks and Recreation.

A. Appointment of department head. The Department shall be headed by the Director of
Parks and Recreation, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town Manager.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1) The coordination, administration and management ofpublic recreational activities and
programs, including the supervision and operation of the Mansfield Community Center;

2) Management of various assigned capital projects;

3) The administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

4) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 13. Department ofPlanning and Zoning.

A. Appointment of department head. T~eDepartment shall be headed by the Director of
Plilnning, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town Manager.

B. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1) The coordination, administration and management of departmental activities and
services;
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2) Assisting the Plmming and Zoning Commission in fulfilling'its statutory responsibilities,
including application reviews and promulgation or amendment of a Plan of Conservation
and Development, Zoning map and land use regulations;

3) Assisting the Inland Wetlands Agency and the Aquifer Protection Agency in fulfilling
their respective statutory responsibilities;

4) Enforcing zoning regulations and approval conditions, and issuing zoning permits;

5) Assisting the Zoning Board ofAppeals in fulfilling its statutory responsibilities;

6) The administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

7) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 14. Department of Public Safety.

A. Department head. The Department shall be headed by the Town Manager, who shall serve
as the Director of Public Safety and the legal Traffic Authority~ with power to' enforce all
statutes relating to the duties of those offices.

B~ Appointment of officers. The Town Manager shall appoint and supervise a Director of
Emergency Management -and. The Town Manager shall also appoint an Animal Control
Officer, who shall report to the :Manager or his/her designee.

C. Divisions. The Department shall include the following divisions:

1) Police

2) Fire and Emergency Services (Mansfield Fire Department)

3) Emerge~cy Management [previously known as Civil Preparedness]

4) Animal Control

D. Responsibilities and duties for police, emergency management and animal control
divisions. The Department divisions of police, emergency management and animal
control shall be collectively responsible for:

1) The coordination, administration and management of departmental activities and
services;

2) The preservation ofpublic order; prevention of crime; apprehension of criminals;
regulation of traffic; protection of the rights ofpersons and ofproperty; and the impartial
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enforcement of the laws of the state and the ordinances of the Town and all rules and
regulations made in accordance therewith;

3) Minimizing the loss of life and propeliy due to a natural or technical disaster, reducing
personal hardship and ensuring that essential services are provided to all residents during
and after an emergency or disaster;

4) Enforcing state and local laws relating to canines and felines, and the provision of other
animal control services;

5) The administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

6) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

E. Division of Fire and Emergency Services (lVIansfield Fire Department)

1) Appointment of division head. The Division shall be headed by the Fire Chief, who
shall be appointed by the Town Manager and report to the Director ofPublic Safety.

2) Appointment of fire marshal. The Town Manager shall.appoint a Fire Marshal, who
shall report to the Fire Chief.

3) Volunteer personnel. Upon resolution ofthe Town Council, the Division Department of
Fire and Emergency Services shall include career and volunteer personnel.

4) Responsibilities and duties. The Division shall be responsible for:

a. The coordination, administration and management of division activities and services;

b. The protection oflife and property from fire, and the delivery of emergency medical
servIces;

c. Fire investigation; plan reviews; fire and life safety education; and the admini$tration
and enforcement of fire. safety and prevention regulations, and applicable state
statutes;

d. The administration of various contracts related to departmentai activities;

e. Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 15. Department of Public Works.

A. Appointment of department head. The Depmiment shall be headed by the Director of
Public Works, who shall be appointed by and report to the Town Manager. The Director or
his/her designee shall serve as the Town Engineer and the Tree Warden, with power to
enforce all statutes relating to the duties of those offices.
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B. Divisions. The Department shall include, unless otherwise directed by the Town Manager,
the following divisions:

1) Administration

2) Road Services

3) Grotlnds Maintenance

4) Equipment Maintenance

5) EngineeIing

6) Solid Waste and Recycling

C. Responsibilities and duties. The Department shall be responsible for:

1) The coordination, administration and management of departmental activities and
services;

2) AvaIiety of road maintenance activities, including storm control operations, and road and
drainage maintenance;

3) Maintenance ofTown parks and recreational facilities;

4) Maintenance and repair oflight and heavy equipment;

5) Providing technical, engineering support to Town agencies and departments;

6) Controlling the preservation and removal of trees within highways or public places;

7) Collection, disposal and recycling of solid waste;

8) Management of various assigned capital projects;

9) Administration of various contracts related to departmental activities;

10) Other duties as assigned by the Town Manager.

Section 16. Construction.

Whenever used, the singular number shall include the plural, and the plural the singular.
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Section 17. Amendment.

Per sections 307 through 312 ofthe Chmier of the Town ofMansfield, any Ordinance of the
Town may be amended, but no referral to Town Meeting per Chmier section 309 may address
any portion of any Ordinance of the Town of Mansfield that is not directly and expressly
included in any such amendment.

Section 18.. Severability of Provisions.

Should any court of competent jurisdiction declare any section or clause or provision of this
Ordinance to be unconstitutional or ultra vires, such decision shall affect only such section,
clause or provision so declared unconstitutional and shall not affect any other section, clause or
provision of this Ordinance.

Section 19. Effective Date.

Following its adoption by the Town Council, this Ordinance shall become effective on the
twenty-first day after publication in a newspaper having circulation within the Town.
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Item #6

Town of Mansfield
Agenda Item Summary

To:
From:

,CC:

Date:
Re:

Town Council
Matt Hart, Town Manager#tvl!
Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager; Curt Vincete, Director of Parks
and Recreation; Jennifer Kaufman, Parks Coordinator
February 25,2008
Proclamation Celebrating Forty-Five Years of the Mansfield Conservation
Commission

Subject Matter/Background
At Monday's meeting, the Mansfield Town Council will honor early members of the
Mansfield Conservation Commission, which is celebrating forty-five years of service to
the community.

The founding members of the Commission were Dr. Samuel Dodd, Harold Perkins,
Robert Peters, Clara McGuire, Audrey Barbaret, Paul Taylor and Ruth Coogan. Dr.
Dodd, former mayor Barbaret, and later 1960's era members Rudy Favretti, Janet
Gaylord Atkins and Peggy Taylor are expected to be present at the ceremony.

The Conservation Commission was established in 1963 by the Board of Selectmen and
one of its charges was to inventory Mansfield's natural resources, including water
resources. The Open Space Preservation Committee and the Agriculture Committee
later assumed some of the responsibilities for preserving open space and farmland. In
fact, the whole community, Joshua's Trust and the Town Council included, have
followed up on the Comprehensive Open Space Plan developed in the 1960s by the
Conservation Commission. Of the 25 recommendations made at that time, the Town,
often in conjunction with Joshua's Trust and local landowners have implemented many
of the recommendations. These include the preservation of Town Farm for
Schoolhouse Brook Park, and land surrounding Wolf Rock, Fifty Foot Cliff, Coney Rock,
Codfish Falls and the_Gurleyville Grist Mill, together with the Wilbur Cross birthplace
and its adjacent land along the Fenton River.

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Council authorize Mayor Paterson to issue the attached
proclamation.
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If the Town CounCil concurs with this recommendation, the following motion is in order:

Move, effective February 25, 2008, to authorize the Mayor to issue the attached
Proclamation Celebrating Forty-Five Years of the Mansfield Conservation Commission.

Attachments
1) Proclamation Celebrating Forty-Five Years of the Mansfield Conservation

Commission
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Town ofMansfield
Proclamation

Celebrating Forty-Five Years ofthe Mansfield Conservation Commission

Whereas, the Mansfield Conservation Commission was established in 1963
to assist the Townin conserving nahlYal resources, including water
re$ources.

Whereas, the f01.mding members of the Mansfield Conservation
Comlnission and its early members have contributed significantly to the
quality of life of the citizens of Mansfield through t0eir far-seeip.g
conservation efforts, in particular the identification of Mansfield's tmique
and important natural resources.

Whereas, over the last forty-five years the Commission and its members
have worked closely with the Mansfield Town Council, Joshua's Trust, and
the Open Space Preservation and Agriculture Committees to preserve
many of the important natural resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor
ofMansfield, Connecticut, on behalfof the citizens ofMansfield do hereby issue
this proclamation recognizing the founding members and all those who served on
the Conservation Commission in the 1960s for their significant contributions to.
the Town ofMansfield.

Elizabeth C. Paterson
Mayor, Town of Mansfield
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To:
From:
CC:
Date:
Re:

Town of Mansfield
Agenda Item Summary

Town Council
Matt Hart, Town Manager/14Pv·qI
Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager
February 25,2008
Meeting with State Legislators

Item #7

Subject Matter/Background
State Representative Denise Merrill and State Senator Donald Williams will attend
Monday night's meeting to review the upcoming legislative session with the Town
Council, and to address any related concerns that you may have. For your reference, I
have attached Mansfield's suggestions for the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities'
2008 Legislative Program.

At the meeting, I believe that it would be appropriate to emphasize the impact that the
University of Connecticut has upon our municipal services, and the importance of
maintaining state revenue for Mansfield.

Attachments
1) Town of Mansfield, Suggestions for CCM's 2008 State Legislative Program
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TOWN OF MANSFIELD
SUGGESTIONS FOR ceM'S 2008 STATE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

.Education
• Increase funding for the Education Cost Sharing Grant (ECS)
• Increase and separate funding for special education
• Increase the number of school readiness slots to eligible communities
• Assist local school districts in funding the implementation of universal pre-school
• Support adequate funding of the operating budgets for the state's public colleges and

universities
• Repeal or amend Section 25 of Public Act 07-249, which mandates that orders and

contracts for architectural and construction management services for school construction
projects be awarded to the lowest responsible qualified bidder. While well intentioned, this
legislation could significantly impair the quality of school construction projects around the
state. .

Environment
• Expand the bottle bill to include non-carbonated beverage containers and channel the new

unclaimed deposit revenues to fund recycling-related programs. Also, increase the deposit
revenue from 5 cents to 10 cents.

• Study and set-up a comprehensive construction and demolition debris recycling/reuse
infrastructure in Connecticut

Health Care Costs
• Support the work of CCM's ad hoc committee on municipal health care costs, which is

charged with developing a recommended position for CCM's Board of Directors

Health, Welfare and Social Services
• Establish a statewide kinship caregiver navigator system for CT to allow caregivers to better

obtain reliable information and referral to community resources
• Subsidize guardianship for grandparents and other relatives raising kin children
• Subsidize supportive housing for kinship care families; low interest loans for home

improvement
• Establish an interim study group; composed of CT State Departments/Agencies, to examine

the issues, the resources and propose a strategy for support kinship caregivers .
• Subsidize special educ~tion students who particip~te in municipal summer camp programs

Housing and Community Development
• Support programs that link rent subsidies, transitional housing and follow-up services to

prevent homelessness
• Increase the number of pilot programs for affordable assisted living residences
• Provide enabling legislation or other means to create incentives for developers to include

affordable housing as an element of residential development projects
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Municipal Labor Relations
• Amend municipal employee collective bargaining statutes to clarify the statutory definition of

"department head" for purposes of excluding such personnel from collective bargaining.
The definition of "department head" should include staff reporting directly to the chief 
executive officer and staff directly supervised by a board or commission.

Public Safety,· Homeland Security & Code Enforcement
• Enable the use of photo-radar for enforcement of traffic speeds on local roads, with the

infraction established as a parking-type fine of a specified amount that does not count as a
moving violation or a violation against one's license. (A few states do this successfully now.)

• Encourage the state to implement interoperable communications systems. The systems
should follow the guidance provided by the FCC, be consistent with the APCO 25 standard,
and function at the command and control, task (tactical), interdisciplinary and mutual aid
levels.

• Increase operating budget and provide capital funding for state's regional fire schools
• Provide funding to support interoperable communications, public notification systems and

regional public safety solutions (including dispatch, management, police, fire, EMS, public
works and public health)

• Require retail outlets to advertise prior to sale of storable swimming pools that the provisions
of the State Building Code apply to this type of pool (see attachments)

• Encourage enactment of proposed bill # 6079, "An- act authorizing municipalities to prohibit
sexual offenders from municipal recreational facilities"

• Pass enabling legislation or amend state building code to allow towns to provide incentives
to encourage developers to build to LEED or comparable sustainability guidelines

Taxes & Finance
• Continue to support local property tax relief, including a local earmark to the state sales tax

to help fund capital projects.

Transportation .._
• Revise statutes concerning truck prohibition on local streets so that non-delivery trucks can

be prohibited from local streets by the Legal Traffic Authority (LTA). Also allow weight
restrictions on local roads by the LTA.

• Require the DOT to provide technical assistance on Traffic Calming to municipalities
• Provide funding to implement phase II stormwater regulations in Connecticut municipalities
• Increase the total amount and funding percentages for the local bridge program (currently

maxed out at 33%)
• Require the DOT to study and revise construction inspection requirements for enhancement

and TEA-21 projects (they are currently inappropriately high)
• Enable municipalities to collect disturbed roadway excavation permit fees'that include

damages to roadways that were recently paved, surfaced or reconstructed
• Increased rural transit and commuter bus funding
ii Provide funding to municipalities for E;llderly and disabled transportation services
• Increase state funding to local dial..;a-ride programs
• Expand mass transportation systems such as rail and bus service. This would relieve

pressure on state and local roads and help spur development along existing transportation
corridors.

\\mansfieldserver\townhall\manager\_HartMW_\Legislative\2008CCM LegProgram.doc

-49-



PAGE
BREAI(

-50~-



Item #8

To:
From:
CC:

Date:
Re:

Town of Mansfield
Agenda Item Summary

Town Council
Matt Hart, Town Manager /A/,;j!
Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager; Gregory Padick, Director of
Planning; Curt Vincente, Director of Parks and Recreation; Jennifer Kaufman,
Parks Coordinator
February 25, 2008
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program-Schoolhouse Brook Park

Subject Matter/Background
Parks and Recreation staff have met with US Department of Agriculture's Natural
Resources Conservation Service (USDA NRCS) representatives to review the existing
park management plan for Schoolhouse Brook P·ark. USDA NRCS, in consultation with
staff, has prepared a plan for Schoolhouse Brook Park to become part of the Wildlife
Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP). WHIP is a voluntary program for landowners who
want to develop and improve wildHfe habitat on their land. Through WHIP, USDA's
NRCS provides both technical assistance and up to 75 percent cost-share assistance to
establish and improve fish and wildlife habitat. WHIP agreements between NRCS and
the participant generally last ten years from the date the agreement is signed. Currently
three other Town properties are part of the WHIP program: Old Spring Hill Field, Mt.
Hope Park and Eagleville Preserve. WHIP has been a valuable way for the Town to
receive funding for approved activities identified in the land management plans for these
properties.

Should the Town's Schoolhouse Brook Park rank high enough to be accepted into the
WHIP program, NRCS would provide a cost share for invasive plant removal along the
Schoolhouse Brook riparian corridor and east of Barrows Pond (approximately 29.2
acres) and restoration of the orchard field northeast of the parking area off of Clover Mill
Road. A map and a plan are attached. The Parks Advisory Committee, Open Space
Preservation Committee, and Conservation Commission have reviewed and support
this plan.

Financial Impact
If the plan developed by NRCSand the Town of Mansfield ranks high enough to be
accepted into the WHIP program, the Town of Mansfield would be awarded a contract
for $72,802.50 over ten years. This is a cost share program: 75% or $58;242 would be
funded by the federal government and 25% or $14,560.50 would need to funded by the
Town. The Town's 25% could be provided by using in-kind services.
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Recommendation
Forthe reasons listed above, staff recommends that the Town Council authorize the
Town Manager to sign the contracts allowing the Town to participate inthe WHIP
program, should the plan developed by NRCS be ranked high enough to be accepted.

Resolved, effective February 25, 2008, to authorize the Town Manager, Matthew W.
Hart to sign contracts and any amendments, rescissions and revisions thereto to enter
the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program for Schoolhouse Brook Park, should the Town's
application to the aforementioned program be accepted by the approval agency.

Attachments
1) Map of Schoolhouse Brook Park WHIP Area
2) Written Summary of Schoolhouse Brook Park WHIP Activities
3) Trail Map of Schoolhouse Brook Park
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WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENrlVES PROGRAM (WHIP)
Schoolhouse Brook Plan

Objectives:
1. Control invasive plants in the forested riparian corridor along Schoolhouse Brook and

its tributary from Barrows Pond (29.5 acres), and
2.. Manage as Early Successional habitat the remnant Apple orchard near the

Schoolhouse Brook parking area off Clover Mill Road (2.8 acres).

The riparian corridor is forested primarily with hardwood trees along with an understory
that includes light to heavy infestations of invasive plants. The most common invasive
is Japanese Barberry. (Thus the working map of the area, describes the invasive
control work as "barberry control", but in fact other invasives are present and will be
removed.)

Invasive plant controlin the riparian corridor will involve Initial Control during the first
year followed by four years of Follow-up Control. Follow-up control is needed to get
sprouts, plants initially missed, and seedlings that emerge from seeds buried in the
ground. The riparian corridor has been divided. into nine areas, referred to as "Fields 1
9". Initial control is planned for two fields per year beginning in 2008. All the cost
shared work in Fields 1-9 will be completed in the 9th year of the 1O-year contract. In
the 10th year of the contract, it is expected that any necessary follow-up control will be·
implemented withbut cost-share dollars.

The remnant Apple orchard ("Field 10"), north of the Clover Mill Road parking area, is
an open area bounded by a wall on south and Schoolhouse Brook on the northeast.
The first step will be to release the apple trees by pruning them and removing Asiatic
Bittersweet vines and overhanging limbs. In addition, initial control will be done on
invasives in the open part of the field. Subsequently, in odd-numbered years, the field
will be brush-hogged to keep its vegetation in an early-successional state. Brush
hogging should avoid coming within 15 feet of the stream.. In even-numbered years,
fallow-up control on invasive plants will be done (including Bittersweet in the Apple
trees).

Where chemicals are used for invasive plant control, it should be understood that "the
label is the law". This means that the chemical must be used as prescribed on its.
container and all safety precautions on the container must be observed. If herbicides
are used in an aquatic' situation (where your feet are getting wet as you apply the
herbicide), then a herbicide registered for aquatic use must be used. (Note that areas
mapped as wetlands based on their soil type may not necessarily be aquatic situations.)
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Mansfield Advisory Committee on Persons with

Disabilities

Regular Meeting - Tuesday January 29, 2008

2:30 PM - Conference Room C - Audrey P. Beck Building

V. Recording Attendance: K. Grunwald (staff), J. Sidney,

Jane Blanshard (guest), C. Colon-Semenza

VI. Approval of the Minutes for the Meeting, Apr. 24,

.2007 (last meeting): minutes of the last meeting were

reviewed but could not be approved due to the

absence of a quorum of members who attended.

VII. New Business (other added by majority vote)

c. "Other": Mansfield 2020: Strategic Planning
Initiative. Members discussed the strategic
planning initiative and the vision for people with
disabilities in the community..The feeling is that
residents need to be educated regarding the needs
of people with disabilities. Some vision points were
discussed, and K. Grunwald will draffa me·mo to be
sent to the strategic planning steering group.
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VIII.Old Business,

c. Membership status - potential name.s for·
membership were discussed. K. Grunwald will
contact those who have been identified. Members
were asked to suggest other names..

d. Update - accessibility issues- Community Center:
Curt Vincente and Bill Hammon were unable to
attend the meeting, but will be invited in· February.
J. Sidney stated that Curt has been very
responsive, but she would like to see a new lift
chair, and new signage regarding the accessible
changing rooms; possibly a notice in the
catalogue.

e. Update - library accessibility issues (JS): no new
information..

d. Report - use of accessible means at Town
Meeting: K. Grunwald reported that despite making·
transportation available to meetings residents have
not taken advantage of this.

e. Report - Mansfield sidewalk projects: K. Grunwald
had previously notified members regarding the
.status of proposed sidewalks.

IX. Adjournment: the meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Kevin Grunwald
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ARTS ADVISORY COMlVIITTEE
Meeting of Tuesday, 08 January 2008

Mansfield Community Center (MCC) Conference Room

MINUTES

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03p by Acting Chair Jay Ames. Members preseilt: Jay Ames, Kim Bova,
Joan Prugh, and Blanche Serban. Members absent: Anita Bacon, Leon Bailey, Scott Lehmann. Others present: Jay
O'Keefe (staff), Irmgard Rees, Ellen Marshall, Kris Plimpton.

2. The agenda was reordered to accommodate the artists present at the meeting, Ms. Rees, Ms. Marshall, and Ms:
Plimpton. They proposed a collective exhibition encompassing crochet objects, laced bead jewelry, and fused glass
creations. Ms. Rees asked for more specifics regarding the criteria for art display. Jay Ames explained that the
Committee follows an art policy that is currently in tlle process ofbeing reviewed by the Town Council. Jay Ames
and Jay O'Keefe summarized the exhibition application process at the Community Center and the particular factors
taken into account, such as the family-oriented setting, the priority of arts versus crafts, and the 3-month duration of
exhibitions.

Ms. Plimpton and Ms. Marshall showed the concrete pieces and photos of artwork that they proposed for
the exhibition. Even fuough some of the work incorporates already-made elements (such as beads), fue committee
agreed that the originality of the design and teclmique gives the pieces artistic value. In conclusion, Jay Ames said
that the committee encourages the artists to choose the most sculptural and 'original pieces for the show. Ms. Rees
expressed concerns about ilie policy requiring a review oiall the art pieces proposed for display. Jay Ames
explained the circumstances that led to the present art display policy. He also explained that photos or digital
images are acceptable ways to show the artwork to the committee. The three artists agreed for a collective show,
and they stated fuat fuey would contact the committee via e-mail, if needed. They would bring the artwork and
statements on January 15th

• The artists left the meeting.
Discussion ensued on concerns that fue bead jewelry would open fue door to craft exhibition. The

committee agreed that the January show would be acollective display wifu sculptural values, in which the beads are
only a component Also, ilie committee proposed to debate exhibition values in private. .

3. The minutes of the 04 December 08 meeting were approved as written.

4. Jay O'Keefe reminded the cOllIDlittee that the annual report is due, and showed copies of the last year report.
Jay Ames summarized what the cOl1IDlittee did in 2007: drafted an art display policy for the MCC and other
municipal venues, arranged for exhibitions at the MCC, explored new ways to connect wifu ilie community such as
creative writing workshop and possibly musical events, argued for an arts presence in the proposed Storrs Center
development. Jay O'Keefe volunteered to write the 2007 report. The next Town Council meeting is scheduled for
January 28th

, and Scott Lehmann plans to attend it as a representative of the AAC.

3. High School arts. Jay Ames has spoken with art teachers at E.O. Smiili, but he has no definitive commitment for
a shldent exhibition at the Community Center this spring. He provided Kim Bova with the names of two contacts in
the art department. Kim would call and inquire about putting togeilier an exhibit of ceramics and jewelry by
students for the display cases for the 15 Apr to 15 Jul exhibit period.

4. Non-visual arts at the MCC. Joan P. will contact Curbstone Press to see if it might be interested in organizing a
reading by its aufuors.

.5. In response to an inquiry from Leon Bailey, Cynthia van Zelm from the Downtown Partnership wrote that there
are no plans about art space at this time. The Partnership is aware that the community has an interest in such a
space. Cynthia suggested meeting again with the committee to continue the dialogue.

6. MCC art displays.
a. Faith Montaperto has applied to exhibit works in a variety of media - acrylics, oils, photographs, digital

art; she submitted 50 photos. Jay Ames tallced with Faith and encouraged her to put together a 20 piece
show with a common theme. He will let her know when the committee meets, in case she wants to present
the work chosen for display.

b. Judith Meyers informed Blanche that she has enough pieces for the lower space infue sitting area. She
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will prepare the pieces for a spring show.
c. Kim Bova will come to the Community Center on Tuesday, January 15th

, at 7 a.m., to help Laurie Smolin
remove her artwork.

d. Blanche Serban will ask Patty Vinsonhaler to remove the ceramic art from the glass cases before January
15th

,

Entry cases Sitting room Hallway
Exhibit Period

Double-sided Shelves Upper Lower Long (5) Short (2)
Fall Patty Vinsonlzaler Laurie Smolin

15 Oct - 15 Jan (ceramics) (waterco10rs)

Winter Inngard Rees, Kris Plimpton, Ellen Sarah Winter
15 Jan - 15 Apr Marshall (mixed media)

(fabric, bead, glass)
Spring E. 0.Smith ceramics & jewebJI? Judith Meyers

15 Apr-IS Jul (oils)

Summer Faith Montaperto
15 Jul- 15 Oct (various media)

Fall John Manfred?
15 Oct-IS Jan (photos)

7. Adjourned at 8:25p. Next meeting: Tuesday, 05 February, 7:00p.m.

Blanche Serban, Acting Secretary, 08 January 08
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Mansfield Commission on Aging Minutes

2:30 PM - Senior Center Tuesday, .Tanuary 22, 2008

PRESENT: K. Grunwald (staff), R. Gouldsb~ough, M. Thatcher, J. Kenny (staff), T.
Quinn (Chair), A. Holinko, S. Gordon, P. Hope (staff), 1. Quarto, c. Pellegrine,
REGRETS: W. Bigl . .

I. Call to Order: Chair T. Quinn called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. He asked if
members wanted to change the meeting time to the morning. J. Quarto moved that
the meeting be chapged to 10:00 AM on the second Monday of the month. This was
approved unanimously.

II. Appointment of Recording Secretary: K. Grunwald agreed to take minutes for the
meeting.

m. Acceptance ofMinutes of the December 10, 2007 meeting: The minutes of the
December 10 meeting were accepted as written.

N. Correspondence - Chair and Staff: P. Hope distributed copies of the report of the
Long Tenn Care Advisory Council. She gave an overview of the study and indicate~

that their findings are similar to the survey done by the COA. The study encourages
the State to provide easier access to services. C. Phillips added that baby boomers
(men) will be looking to continue to be employed.

V. New Business
-Robert Miller: Eastern Highlands HealthDistrict: not able to attend; will come

to the February meeting.
- Agency Funding Requests: K. Grunwald reported that this is the time of year for
this group t6 review applications for funding from non-profit agencies.
Applications will be sent to members who volunteered to review them and will be
discussed atthe next meeting. .
- "Other": T. Quinn mentioned the need for a job-matching service for seniors. P.

.Hope is meeting with a group called "Generations Connect" I and she will see if
they can provide this type of service. C. Pellegrine mentioned that there are some
listings for this in "At Your.Fingertips", although this needs to be updated. There
was discussion that the Social Service Dept. could serve as a matchmaker for
people needing services.

VI. Optional Reports on ServiceslNeeds of Town Aging Populations
A. Health Care Services

Wellness Center and Wellness Program - J. Kenny distributed copies of her
monthly report. 1. Quarto and A. Holinko asked questions about the clients that
she sees. M'any contacts are with family members.
Mansfield Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation - J. Kenny: no report.
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B. Social, Recreational and Educational
Senior Center - P. Hope distributed copies of her monthly report. She
noted that the town-wide issue of Sparks is going out next month; some
new classes are starting this month.
Senior Center Assoc. - John Brubacher (for Tom Rogers): not present, no

. report.
C. Housing

Assisted Living Advisory Committee: K. Grunwald gave a brief update on the
work of this committee. Wrights Way, Juniper Hill: R. Gouldsbrough
distributed copies of atransportation survey that he will be using for residents
of Juniper Hill. The survey does not include demographic information.

D. Related Town and Regional Organizations such as:
Advisory Committee on the Needs of Persons with Disabilities, Senior
Resources of Eastern CT: no reports.

VIT. Old Business
Long Range Plan for 2007- 2010: Action Plans - Small group discussion
.-Discussion of meeting time: changed to 10:00 AM.

VITI. Adjournment: adjourned at 3:25 PM. .

Next meeting: Monday, February 11, 2008 at 10:00 AM at the SeniorCenter.
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Town of Mansfield
CONSERVATION COMlVIISSION

Meeting of16 January 2008
Conference B, Beck Building

MINUTES

Members present: Robert Dahn, Quentin Kessel, Scott Lehmann, Sherry Roy (alt), John
Silander, Frank Trainor. JvIembers absent: Peter Drzewiecki, Rachel Rosen. Others present:
Denise Burchsted & Marianne Piche (Naubesatuck Watershed Council), Joan Stevenson,
Jennifer Kaufman (staff).

1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Quentin Kessel at 7:34p.

2. Public comment. Denise Burchsted infonned the Commission that the Naubesatuck
Watershed Council is planning a workshop to assess conservation needs, problems, and
opportunities in the watershed, with a focus on water resources, and to develop a coordinated
watershed conservation action plan based on this assessment. Individual town Plans of

.Conservation and Development may not adequately consider impacts on 'downsteam' towns,
and regulations adopted pursuant to them may not be adequate to achieve Plan goals. The'
Council hopes to have representatives from each watershed town attend, including Conservation
Commission members, town staff, and interested citizens, and would like a commitment from
this Commission to send at least one member. The Commission agreed that such a workshop
would be valuable and will try to commit at least one member.

3. The minutes ofthe 19 December 07 meeting were approved as written.

4. Joan Stevenson may be interested in joining the Commission. She has experience in real
estate and has laid out trails for hunting clubs and equestrians in the Hudson River Valley.

5. White Oak Condos community septic system repair. Jennifer Kaufman informed the
Commission that the community septic system at the White Oak Condos complex (off Mansfield
City Rd.) is failing and that the condominium association is requesting an easement in the
adjacent Dunhamtown Forest to install a new system. Apparently soils on the property of the
complex are not suitable for a leaching field, and the association lacks funds to install an
engineered system (the complex is classed as affordable housing). A 20 December 07 letter from
Ms. Kaufman to Charlotte Pyle at USDA NRCS, indicates that "the Town has tentatively agreed
to give this association a sanitary sewer easement on approximately 7.6 acres of the Town
owned Dunhamtown Forest to accommodate their septic system repair" and that "as part of this
septic repair, approximately 7.6 acres will need to be cleared of trees." The letter goes on to
request technical assistance in re-vegetating the area as "early successional habitat" (aka
grassland).

In discussion, Commission members expressed dismay at what appears to be an ill
advisedfait accompli. Dunharntown Forest was acquired as Town open space, and what is
essentially privatization of a portion of it, without any compensating open-space acquisition,
betrays a public trust and would set a very bad precedent. If it's OK for a private landowner to
use part of a town forest for a septic system, what objection can there be to permitting .other
private landowners to clear-cut a piece of town forest to pasture horses or to open up the view?
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Any proposal to privatize Town-owned open space should be referred to this Commission and
the Open Space Advisory COlmnittee for review; it seems to the Commission highly irregular
that the Town should have "tentatively agreed" to this scheme without first inviting comment
from the Commission, which by statute is responsible for "the development, conservation,
supervision and regulation of [the town's] natural resources" (Sec. 7-131a). It is unclear to the
Commission what alternatives to the proposal have been considered; an obvious one is Town
subsidy of an engineered system on the association's property, should the Townjudge (as it
apparently has) that preserving affordable housing stock is cmcial.

Lehmann agreed to draft a statement on the matter, to be e-mailed to Commission
members for review, before submission to the Town Council and PZC.

6. Old business.
a. Administrative Procedures. The updated Administrative Procedures for the

Commission have been submitted to the Town Manager for approval.
b. Recognition of Pioneering Commission members. Kessel distributed a list of

Conservation Commission members from the 60s, together with a Comprehensive Open Space
Plan dated 31 March 1965, observing that many of its goals have been achieved. He and
Kaufman will draft a proclamation honoring charter members of the Commission and their close
successors for their achievements, which would be read at a future TownCouncil meeting.

c. J.\tIonitorhlg Town open space and conservation easements. Kaufman reported that
many of the Town's open space dedications and conservation easements have yet to be mapped
and entered into the Assessor's GIS data base. Money for a part-time surveyor was cut from this
year's budget. Kaufman is developing a list of properties/easements that need mapping and
monitoring, which she will then prioritize for surveying, GIS mapping, posting, and notifying
neighbors about their existence and proper use. However, she has alot of other responsibilities.
Kessel suggested aiming to develop a corps of volunteers, preferably abutters, to keep an eye on
these properties.

d. Arthur's Pond. Kaufman circulated a letter from Richard Pellegrine to the PZC,
objecting to the common driveways proposed for the Arthur's Pond subdivision on the ground
that the Town will eventually be pressured into taking them over as Town roads and spending
money for improvements that the developer should have been responsible for.

8. Adjourned at 9:02p.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary
17 January 08
Approved: 20 Febmary 08
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Eastern Highlands Health District
Board of Directors Special Meeting

Coventry Town Hall- Annex
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Chairman E. Paterson called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

Present: R. Fletcher (Alternate Seated), E. Paterson, J. Stille, D. Cameron, P. Schur, M. Kurland, S.
Werbner, R. Skinner, M. Hart

Staff Present: R. Miller, M. Remy, J. Smith, L Hogarty (arrived at 5 p.m.), Dr. Dardick (arrived at
5:35 p.m.)

Absent: C. Anderson (Alternate), S. Chace (Alternate), L. Eldridge (Alternate), C. Johnson, A.
Teveris, T. Tully, J. Elsesser, Andover Rep. (Vacant), Coventry Rep. (Vacant)

Election of Officers (Chair, Vice Chair, Assistant Treasurer): A MOTION WCis made by D.
Cameron, seconded by S. Werbner to eled B. Paterson as Chair, J. Elsesser as Vice Chair and J.
Stille as Assistant Treasurer. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.

Approval of October 18, 2007 Minutes: A MOTION was made by J. Stille, seconded by S.
Werbner, to approve the minutes of the October 18, 2007 meeting as presented. The MOTION was
PASSED unanimously.

Public Comments: None

Old BUsiness: None

New Business

1. Proposed FY08/09 Budget & Fee. Schedule - Set Public Hearing Date:

R. Miller reported the Finance Committee recommends moving the proposed FY08/09 budget
forward as presented. Budget highlights include 6% increase in total spending for a total budget
of $791,310 to be funded by a 26.1% increase in the State Per Capita Grant and 85.1% increase
in the Member Town Contribution rate. Major factors impacting the FY08/09 proposed budget
include increases in salary and benefit costs of 4.4% and 9.4% respectively; 11.6% increase in
operational costs; and, 4% decrease in service fee revenues.

S. Werbner expressed concern regarding the disparity in benefits between health district staff and
Town of Tolland staff. A discussion ensued regarding the proposed increase in employee health
insurance premium cost share. By consensus , the· Director working with the Personnel
Committee is to task a personnel consultant with surveying member towns and other health
districts for comparison data.

A MOTION was made by M. Hart, seconded by J. Stille to set a public hearing date of Thursday,
January 17, 2008 at 4:30 p.m., Coventry Town Hall Annex,to hear the public's comments
regarding the Proposed Fiscal Year 2008/2009 EHHD operating budget and associated service
fee schedule. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.
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2. Quarterly Financial Report - Period Ending September 30, 2007: R. Miller presented
report.

3. Pandemic Influenza Response ·Plan:

Lucinda Hogarty, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, for EHHD was introduced by R. Miller to
field any questions.

EHHD received additional funding the last two years to focus on Pandemic Influenza Planning and
Response. EHHD conducted a drill last April in which we operationalized an alternate care facility
and have been actively engaged in a community wide campaign. EHHD has been training staff in
various issues so the health district can be properly prepared.

A discussion ensued regarding 1.) Authority to enforce controls to prevent disease spread, and
2.) Response Plal1 content to be posted to the website.

A MOTION was made by R. Skinner, seconded by M. Kurland to adopt the EHHD Pandemic
Influenza Response Plan as an attachment to the EHHD Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Plan, dated November 2007, subject to updates. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.

4. Public Health Preparedness Grant Contract FY07/08 - FY08/09:

R. Miller reported the contract has been signed and submitted for execution.

A MOTION was made by J. Stille, seconded by R. Skinner to ratify the Public Health
Preparedness Grant, Contract #2008-1073, as signed and submitted by the Director of Health to
the CT Dept. of Public Health. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.

5. Healthy Eating Active Living Grant Application:

R. Miller reported we are still waiting to hear on the award. The funding will improve our existing
collation of partners in the community to promote healthy behaviors in the community.

A MOTION was made by M. Hart, seconded by J. Stille to ratify the Healthy Eating Active Living
Grant Application -,. DPH RFP# 2008-0912, as signed and submitted by the Director of Health to
the CT Dept. of Public Health. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.

(E. Paterson left meeting at 5:25 p.m. J. Stille acted as Chair in her absence)

6. Women's Healthy Heart Grant Application:

R. Miller reported EHHD was awarded this grant($89,OOO) and it will allow EHHD to target women
55 and older in the early detection of cardiovascular disease. Funding will allow purchasing
exercise equipment for senior centers in the district (regional resources), creating campaign for
cardiovascular disease and provide additional health screenings at senior centers.

A MOTION was made by M. Hart, seconded by R. Skinner to ratify the Women's Healthy Heart
Program Grant Application - DPH RFT# 2008..;0914, as signed and submitted by the Director of
Health by the CT Dept. of Public Health. The MOTION was PASSED unanimously.
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7. Coventry Employee Weliness Contract for Services:

R. Miller reported EHHD will provide a limited scope of services for a short period of time as a
starting point for expanding our program into the Town of Coventry.

A MOTION was made by R. Fletcher, seconded by D..Cameron to authorize the Director to
execute the agreement titled, "Town of Coventry/EHHD Employee Wellness Service Agreement"
as presented to the Board of Directors on December 13, 2007. The MOTION was PASSED
unanimously.

Town Reports: None

Directors Report: No Discussion

Communications:

Coventry Middle School re: Chickenpox Outbreak: R. Miller reported no further easels reported
since 11/30107 breakout.

Adjournment: A MOTION was made by. D. Cameron, seconded by R. Skinner, to adjourn the Board
of Director's Meeting at 6 p.m. The MOTION PASSED unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Miller
Secretary
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M2nutes Mansfield Library Advisory Board Meeting

Jan 24, 2008

Present: E. BarShalom, L. Bailey, ex officio, S.Q. Clark, presiding, W.
Hare, R. Pollack, recording, C.Rees, E. Tinnel

Absent: E. Chibeau, H. Hand, B. Katz, J. Pao, D. Truman

The meeting was called to order 7:02 PM

MINUTES: Minutes of the Sept. 24, 2007 meeting were accepted.

COMMUNICATIONS: None.

LIBRARIAN REPORT:

A. Regarding the Budget. Proposal for FY 2009
1. Request for $8700 was included in the budget for wireless ~ccess. It

will cover the initial setup and annual fee. With this access patrons
will be able to bring their laptops to the Library and use it here.
The internet will be accessed with the library barcode. This access
will come through Bibliomation and will be shut down at night when
the library is closed.

2. A 19 hour substitute Librarian has -also been requested. The duties
will include answering reference questions and reader's advisory.
There has been a 20-30% increase in reference questions. It is also
hoped that a substitute position will temporarily help cover absences
due to sickness or vacations.

Old Business: None

New Business;
1. The meeting schedule for 2008 is as follows: April 22, Sept. 23 and

Dec. 2 and will begin at 6PM.
2. Parent's Complaint Re: Chloe Does Yale. The Advisory Committee

while sensitive to the parent's concern will abide by the library
policy of letting the Staff deterrn:inewherebooks are placed in the
collection.

The Meeting adjourned at 8 07 PM. The next meeting will be April 22, 2008 at 6PM.

Submitted by,

Rita Pollack, Recording Secretary
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APPROVED
Town of Mansfield

Open Space Preservation Committee
Minutes of the January 15, 2008 meeting

Members present: Evangeline Abbott, Ken Feathers, Quentin Kessel, Steve Lowrey, Jim
MOlTow, David Silsbee, Vicky Wetherell.

1. Meeting called to order at 7:34.

2. Minutes of the December 18, 2007 meeting were approved on a motion by
Feathers/Lowrey.

3. Opportunity for Public Comment: Tony Katula presented his request to purchase
a parcel ofland originally designated as parking access to Open Space.
Discussion followed.

4. Old Business: COlmnittee moved to go into executive session @ 8:00 (motion by
Lowrey/Kessel) to discuss policy in order to address aIJ.d prepare comments
related to ongoing considerations of particular properties. Out of executive
session @8:55.

5. Recommendations to Town Manager: TBD.

·6. New Business: White Oak Condos Septic Repair: Committee discussed options
for repair of compromised system. Dorwart Propeliy (additional agenda item):
COlmnittee considered a request for town purchase of a portion of a lot as Open
Space and detennined that the parcel did not merit this action.

7. Meeting adjourned at 9:25.

Respectfully submitted
Evangeline Abbott
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Members present:

Members absent:
Alternates present:
Alternates absent:
Staff present:

MINUTES

MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting, Monday, February 4,2008

, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
, R. Favretti (Chainnan), 1. Goodwin, R. Hall, K. Holt, P. Kochenburger, P. Plante,

B. Ryan, G. Zimmer
B. Gardner
M. Beal, B. Pociask
1. Lombard
G.Padick (Director of Planning)

Chairman Favretti called the meeting to order at 7:26 p.m. and appointed Alternate Beal to act in Gardner's
absence.

Minutes:
1/22/08- Holt MOVED, Hall seconded, to approve the 1/22/08 minutes as corrected. MOTION PASSED with
all in favor exc~pt Plante who disqualified himself.

Old Business:
1. Subdivision Application (Arthur's Pond) 7 Proposed lots off ofN. Eagleville and Separatist Roads. File

#1266 ' . ,

Hall disqualified himself. Padick bliefed the PZC on the procedure for proceeding with this application
after the rwA deniaL He noted that the PZC is an independent agency 'and has the authority to approve the
application if commissioners feel the yield plan is acceptable despite the IWA denial. Holt volunteei~ed to
draft a denial mption for the next meetIng.

2. Reguestfor Site Modification: Paideia Amphitheatre Project, File #1049-7
Zimmer and Pociask disqualified themselves. Favretti noted that the applicant is no't present but added that
a· set of elevations was distributed this evening. After extensive discussion the commission concluded that
the drawings presented' this evening are inadequate and that moreinfonnation is needed to proceed. It was
requested that staff communicate this to the applicant. '

Suzanne Bansal, 67 Willowbrook Road, expressed continued concern with the reorientation of the stage and
its possible change in acoustics, light pollution and the impact on the surrounding neighborh~od.
Zoe Leibowitz, 28 Willowbrook Road, would like to know the ramifications ofthereorientation and design
changes. Item was nnanimously tabled, awaitin,g more informatIon' from the applicant.

3. Request for Site/Use Modifications, 1029 Storrs'Rd. (Stix on' StonesLLC, applicant/Po Hammer, owner)
ffie#TI7 '
Item tabled, awaiting supplemental infonnation from the applicant.

4. Zoning Agent's Report .
Items were noted by the Director of Planning. Members noted the numerous vehicles seen at rental
properties at ,1546 StOTTS Road and 141 Gurleyville Road, and asked staff to investigate.

New Business:
1. Regulatory Review Committee proposed Tevisions to the Zoning Map and Zoning Regulations

File #90'7-30 ' , '\
Padick summarized the Regulatory Review COlmnittee's proposed revisions to the Zoning Map and Zoning
Regulations and responded to questions, COlmnents and concerns raised. Holt MOVED, Ryan seconded,
that the PZC schedule aPublic HeariJ;lg for 3/17/08 to receive comments on the 1/30/08 draft proposed
revisions to Mansfield's Zoning Map and Zoning Regulations, and to refer the draft revisions to the
WINCOG Regional Planning Commission, Town Attorney, Town Council, Zoning Board ofAppeals,
ConserVation Commission, Open Space Preservation Committee, AgriculruralCommittee, Eastern
Highlands Health District, Town Staff and property ownerswithin 500 feet of the project for review and
comment. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY":'70_



Reports of Officers and Committees:
Favretti noted a Regulatory Review Committee Meeting, February 20,2008 at 1:30 in Room B. He asked
commission members if they felt staff should continue to purchase the Planning Commissioners Joumal. The
consensus ofthe PZC was to renew the subscription.

Communications and Bills:
Items were noted.

Adjournment:
Favretti declared the meeting adjourned at 8: 18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine K. Holt, Secretary
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To:
From:
Date:

Re:

Town·CouncillPlarming & Zoning Co~is..sielIl

Curt Hirsch, Zoning Agent (-\R/~~
February 13, 2008 . ,.J\ D. .

lVlonthly Report ofZoning Enforcement Activity
For the month ofJanuary] 2008

Activity This Last Same month This fiscal Last fiscal

man th month last year year to date year to da te

.
Zoning Permits 6 9 9 120 117

iss ue d

C ertifica tes of 24 1 3 22 128 131
Complian ..ce issued

Site inspections 60 30 64 . 532 528 ..

c om plaints re ceived

from the Public 1 1 5 1 9 34

C am plain tsreq uiring ,.

in sp e ctio n 1 1 4 14 19

Potential/Actual

violations found 1 1 B 1 3 77
~

Enforcementletlers 15 13 16 ·196 73

Notices to issue I

ZBA forms . 1 1 1 1 0 9

Notices of Zoning

Violations issued 3 ·2 5 32 26

Zoning Citations

is 5ue d 2 3 3 21 14

Zoning pennits issued this month for single family homes == 0, multi-fm == 0
2007/08 fiscal year total: s-frn == 9, multi-fm == II
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Attendees:

Staff:

Regrets:

Mansfield YSB Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, JanualY 8, 2008
12 noon @YSB Con£. Rm. B

Ethel Mantzaris, Frank Perrotti, Jerry Marchon, Eileen
Griffin, Amber Hoyt

Kevin Grunwald, Pat Michalak, Kathy McNamara, Karen L.
Taylor

Mike Collins

Call to Order ,
Ethel Mantzaris, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11 :59PM

I. Approval of Minutes - MOTION by Frank Perrotti, seconded by Jerry
Marchon. Vote: Unanimous in favor of approving minutes as
submitted.

Kevin Grunwald, Director

• Kevin informed the board that he and Pat had met and discussed the
budget and handed out the proposed FY 09 budget forthe Youth
Services Bureau

• Kevin indicated to the board members that the training budget had
requested increase to $1400.00, and program supplies had a
requested increase to $2500.00 due to the additional programs the
Youth Services Bureau are now coordinating

• The board was informed that the Challenge Program thru EOSmith will
operate as it has in past years however, the Winter portion funds will
be utilized for a Transitional Program from Mansfield Middle School
and supporting activities .

• Kevin informed the board that he requested the vacant part-time
position be budgeted hourly for 10 months of each year for FY 09

• The board was informed that the overall budget for Youth Services was
increased by $15,000

• Kevin will keep the board apprised of any budget cuts or changes

Pat Michalak - YSB Coordinator Update

• Pat handed out to the board members a graph indicating funding
changes in the Youth Service Budget over the past several years
indicating a significant decrease in the budget and two information
sheets justifying the requests for both increasing line items in the
budget and the part-time position
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• Pat informed the board that the Holiday Giving Program was very
successful and many Mansfield families were able to have ·Chri.stmas
and the desire to see it succeed in the coming years

II. Old Business:
• Letter to the Town Manager - No response from the Town Manager
• Subcommittee - Kevin handed out a DRAFT Plan Outline for Youth

Services, a discussion ensued between the members. The subcommittee
members are Kevin Grunwald, Frank Perrotti and Mike Collins

III. New Business:

None

IV. Other:

None

Meeting adjourned at 12:25PM.

Respectfully submitted by:

Karen L. Taylor
Secretary
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MANSFIELD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES

JANUARY 9, 2008

Chairman Pellegrine called the meeting to brder at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber'of
the Audrey P. BeckMunicipal Building.

Present: Members - Fraenkel, Katz, Pellegrine, Singer-Bansal, Wright

Present: Alternates -: Clauson, Gotch

Absent: Alternate - Accorsi

WINDHAM WATER DEPARTMENT -7:00 PM

To hear COlmnents on the application ofWindham Water Department, 174 Storrs Rd, for
a Special Exception ofArt IX, Section C.2.b to construct a 35' x 40' equipment storage
garage addition, 15' from the side property line.

Mr. Paul Deveny, representing the Windham Water Department, clarified that they are
proposing to construct a 34' x 42 'equipment storage garage addition, 14' from the side
property line. They are looking to add 2additional bays to an existing 6 bay garage and
increase the height on the addition from 15' 8" to 22" 10". The location for the addition
was chosen to avoid a drop off of the limd and a 12" water main that runs through the
propeliy.

Neighbor, Mr. Roger Blanchette of 172 Storrs Road, stated that he has no objeCtions to
this proposal. His two concerns were that 6 pine trees that are rottingbe removed and
that the fence between his propeliy and the applicant's be replaced. He previously
discussed these concerns with Mr. Deveny, who has no obj~ctions and agrees to work
with him to choose fencing that is agreeable to everyone.

Fraenkel inquired as to whether or not there were pins on the property. Mr. Deveny was
uncertain ifthere were markers on the back side of the property.

A Neighborhood Opinion Sheet, showing no objections from one neighbor and certified
receipts for the remainder of the abutters were received.
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BUSINESS MEETING

Fraenkel made a motion to approve the application of Windham Water Department, 174
Stonos Rd, for a Special Exception of Art IX, Section C.2.b to construct a 34' x 42'
equipment storage garage addition, 14' fi.·om the side property line, as shown on
submitted plan, with condition a rear pin be identified and established.

All in favor: Fraenkel, Katz, Pellegrine, Singer-Bansal, Wlight

Reasons for approval:

Will not adversely affect character of neighborhood

No objections from neighbors

A hardship exists with the drop off of the land and water pipe

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 12, 2007

Wlight moved, seconded by Katz, to approve the minutes ofDecember 12, 2007 as
presented.

All in favor.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Julie Wlight
Secretary
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"We were looking at what other people had done,"

Callahan said, but there were not a lot of models to
reference. "It's funny. There's not too many."

Callahan said the progran}, which began. Jan. 1, .
focuses on recreation and ~cludes "typical day
camp aetivities."
. Through the course of the day, participants can run
around the gym, do arts and crafts, go outside, watch
a movie and play games, Callahan said.

He said the program nillS from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and is open to children from kindergarten ¢rough'
eighth-grade. Students only need to bring a lunch
and snack. . '

Callahan said parents can register in person at
.' .

A snowy day solution for parents

'. . . . Fran Funk
Carly Wh/trp, an !=aste.m Connecticut State University student, shovels slush from the driveway
of her WllIlmantlc residence Wednesday. White is from Willington.
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Officials said their focus, was
to sand the roads and keep \Vater~ "
ways ~ddrainage' basins clear of '
debris, allowing water to take, its~ -~.
couJ;seas qUicldyas possible. " ."

"Withrain liketha.~there'snoth~~,:

irig rei:ll1yyou cando," Coventry:
D.epartment of Public WorkS:"'
Director Tim Webb said. " ,.' -

He added the South Street
Extension was the only road in
town that had flooding issues~

but there was "spotty black ice
throughout the town." .

Windham's DPW Assistant
Superintendent Scott Clairmont

________saidtheWindham

area was seeing
similar condi
tions.

He did sayan
area of South

-------- Windham,
including

Machine Shop· Hill Road, had
flooding issues, but the rest of the
tpwn was relatively unaffected.

Mansfield DPW Director Lon. By ZACHARY JANOWSKI
Hultgren said' Mansfield, had Chronicle Staff Writer
approximately 10 roads that were MANSFIELD - The coriununity center has
affected in some marmer. .,··lalmch~q.' a neW ·'program to take advantage of the

.He said on some dirt roads, the very~,different readtions parents and their children
water cut, through the dirt and "l1ave>Y4en SChool is canceled.
formed puddles, while in other ' ~;.Th<progr!PTI, a .last-minute winter day camp for

'areas water pushed dirt, rocks and, .,~fu9.~nt~i:)J,l:SnOW days, is called "Yay, Snow Day!"
stones into the roadways.' , ,'r ..•• ~aft~r·:the ~e~di(:m. most kids have.

WillimanticPoli<;:e Lt ,RaY:r':/,;!\J:t!J# l:J!'i:qrinur0.ty center, students can fully enjoy
Evans said people should stltr:Y#leg,o;:l:y:6#?w'ithPl;lt worrying their parents.
drive witb. caution during nim;,:\;\};g'J?"HhR~IJ~~;::Mansfield's recreation coordinator
storms like the on~thatpassegoll., w~o'ciY~rs~es,:~,~X\iy,.sn9.w )Jay!.,"_~aidthe program
Wednesday. ...,..;..;..;,,~;~: ," '.' . " 'staited'aftA-,eurgiiig7ofparents. ."",, ,. ' .
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A lot of water, but little flooding

A snowy day solution for parents

. '. '. NM~

A new prograf!1 at the Mansfield Community Center is designed to give kids a safe place to be
when sc~oolls canceled because ofbad weather and mom and dad are at work. Eliot Brown,
7, and hIS brother, Jonas, 9, took advantage of the program last month. Coaching the boys in
their table football game is Rob Gagnon of Mansfield.

"DConn does have
never seeing the glas~

he said.
"Most ofthe time, thl

as a quarter full, or fur
empty."

Windha
announl
its Cupi(

(Continued from F
Although there's only

window far foiles to ill2

one's Valentine's Day
with the coveted Cup
comes 'a year of instant
and opporturiity.

For White, like Cupi(
her, daing right by others
anything new.

Cupids are chosen for tl
mindedness and other COl

oriented: deeds that rna
. stand out.

Among her contribution
works with the Windhm
Group, she directs a n
called "Growing Stronger;
taring/service program th1
with women who have Cal

their substance abuse prog
recently released from in(
tion.

She also initiated the frol
ture project,. wiuch now •
Willimantic area adorne
colorful frog sculptures.

Along with the faufal
morning, the newly ar
Cupid is given all the nel
Cupid-wear; including a 1

T-shirt and, of course, a be
arrow.

A set afbusiness cards m
all official and there are pIe
goodies to seal the deal.

Outgoing Cupid Ernie EI(
was sorry to give up the rol

were extreme cases.
He said the conditions over the next, few days

would allow for water levels to recede, especially
Qn+-.~_...I"'9' 1. _ •

Middle School, said he only has 45 minutes at most
to run around during school and, some days, he
doesn't even have physical education.

The 'snow-day program, he said, was almost like
an all day gym class with many activities to choose
from. .

"I don't really have a particular favorite. I just like
coming here," Tucker said.

On the snow day Jan. 15, the students built a large
snowman outside the community center. '

"We made a huge snowman," said.Julia MitchelI, a
third-grader at Vinton. .

Mitchell, who attends the program with her YOlmg
er brother James,. said they used huge branches for
the snowman's arms and little sticks for his hair.

"It was as big as my dad," said .Jonas Brown, a
Vinton fourth-gnider.

After spending some time in the gym, the group
moved to the teen center where the older boys con

. verged around two computers. Some younger kids
tried to play pool.

Liu, the Southeast first-grader, had a more specific
goal for his day. He took a large stack ofpaper and a
bucket of crayons. He said he needed them "to malce
a book"

While the rest of the group voted on a movie and
'began watching "Shrek 2," Liu began writing his
book, which he called "Monster."

(Continued from Page 1)
of "back-flow" flooding during heavy rain because
some drainage basins may get clogged, while some
areas just receive excessivp. w"tPT fl ..m

(Continued fr,om Page 1)
the community center, online, by mail or fax.
Registration costs $150, which ·includes three snow
days. Additional snow day's cost $50.

On Wecfuesday, 10 students, ranging from kinder
garten to seventh-grade, spent the day at the com
munity center as school was closed due to the snow
and [liin.

The group spent the first part of the morning in
gym where they were free to play catch, basketball
or do their own thing. Some of them took to rolling
hula-hoops across the floor. '

The kids were lmanimously happy to be there, say
ing they enjoyed the freedom.

"1 get to go anywhere and play," said Kemin Liu, Ii
fir~t-grader at Southeast School.

"It has way more room and you can do way'more
things,". echoed Dylan Corsini, a kiridergartner at
Mount Hope Montessori School. .

Andrew;Marsh, a University of Connecticut senior
studying economics, watched over the group yes-
terday. .

"We try to cater to them so they're happy and they
want to be here," Marsh said.

Marsh, one of four counselors' in the community
center's after-school program, said the snow-day pro
gram is like an extended after-schooi session.

Steven Tucker, a seventh-grader at Mansfield
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Every two years, voters elect those who they entrust
to nm their towns. They may have varying reasons
for their choices: party affiliation, personality, issl;les
- the mind of the American voter is far too complex
andvariedto attempt to analyze in this space.

, But one criterion for electing officials that they cer
tainly share is the belief that their views on issues will
be heard. Lately, several area agencies and boards seem
to be forgetting their mission as elected representatives
by and for the people. In some cases the wrongs were
righted either by the agencies themselves or the voters.
'. J'he latter was most,clear in Coventry where
residents,still angry over'being rebuffed by the
Republican-controlled planning and zoning conimis
sion and town council on a number of issues; exacted
their revenge in the November election ,by returning a
town council with a 5-2 DemocrFltic majority,just the
opposite of the previous council's party split. '

Chaplin selectmen's initial refusal to accept a peti
tion signed by 200 people (that's nearly 10 percent of
the town) seeking a District 11 study was arrogant and
unnecessary. Two selectmen called citizens' efforts to'
express their Opiniol1 "frivolous." The board quickly
reversed its decision but the fact that the first reflex by
two-thirds, of the board was to delay action on a legally
certified petition is a' disturbing sign and should be a
warning to. Chaplin residents' to keep a close watch on
their elected officials.
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In Mansfield, a pair,of issues has prompted some
citizens to question whether the wheels 'of democracy
are hlrning in their town.

In the first instance, the preponderant number of
'people speaking at public hearings and meetings on
proposed charter changes favored a referendum rather
than a town meeting to act on the annual budget each
May. While not ignoring the residents, the charter com
mission and the town council seemed more intent on
compromise - adopting a provision that allows resi
dents to petition' for budget referendum - but S9me
times compromise is not the best path to take. During
the"ku:1gta:depti:@u,process, some tewn;0ffieials aJ~eg€ld'~I~

that 'giviJ;lg residents a direct say,over the budget could
be dangerous as they are less informed than elected
officials. Even if that's true, the town is run on taxpay
ers'money. It will come as no surprise if residents, still
feeling spurned, get more than enough petition signa-:
tures to force a budget referendum'this year and in the
future. People who feel strongly about an issue usually
follow through if option,s, however. circuitous, are avail-
able. ' "

The status of a petition that never got to the
Mansfield town council has also led to complairits that
the agency is not interested in hearing from residents.
The issue was raised when a petition on the town's
rental inspection program was denied before it reached
the council because it fell three $ignatures short of the
required 200 certified names. The fact that the petition
was not accepted is not in dispute; the law is clear in
defining valid and invalid signfttures. '

But an attihlde by one or two council,members
questioning the sigllificance of the petition as well as
,th9se behind it is dangerously close to overstepping
the limits'ofpower. In general, Mansfield is one ofthe '
more enlightened towns in the region. To maintain this
reputation, perhaps more care can be used'when a sig
nificant number of residents have something important
on their miJids.

So a word of advice to all elected and appointed offi
cials: Voters have long memories. And they also have a
tool for revenge: the ballot box. '
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COVENTRY: CONTRACTOR JAILED UCONN: No FOOD TRAYS

$'pecialed
in Mansfield
,investigated
Par~nt$: Diabeticqaughter
was'discriminat~d' ag'ainst

By ZACHARY JANOWSKI
: ,Chronicle Staff Writer

.MANSFIELD :.:....::.. Federal education officials
aremvestigating 'a dis~rimination complaint about
the treatment of a diabetic. student at Dorothy C.
Goodwin School.
.According to school officials, investigators ii-om

the Qffice of Civil Rights, the dIvision of the U.S.
Department of Education thaqiandles complaints
of discrimination against special e\:iucation and
disabled students, visited' Goodwin earliei: this
month, , "

According to U.S. Department of Education
spokesman Jim Bradshaw, the Office of Civil
Rights received a complaint Aug. 28 "alleging
that the Mansfield district discriminates agamst
students with disabilities with respect to denial of
free appropriate public education - that is, special
education and related aids and services." .

In an e-mail, Bradshaw said the compla~t is
under investigation. .

Children with disabilities are protected from
discrimination in programs that receive federal
funding by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
00973. .

': At the board bf education meeting Thursday, Me~
';'gan 1tliekleidentified her daughter as the victim in

the complamt.. ..' .... . .
.Superintendent GordonSthllnmel anq Megan

ing, the blaze started on an enclosed
porch and was caused "by an electrical
short of some type."

The fire department was called to the
scene at approximately 10:50 a.m. and
the blaze was extinguished in about
a half an hour using a hydrant at the
end of the street, . "ccording to fire
officials. The fire may have started as
e\lflyas 10a.:m.:,fir~:;~fficials said.
.' By the. time fireflghters arrived, the
house' was alteadi "heavily. involved"
Wi~h flan1es;.:'!.o~in!0l!t81.th the front

smelled an electrical burning smell.
"I went upstairs and saw a table com

pletely in flames," she said.
According to. Andover Fire Chief

Shawn Covell, it is possible the fire
was caused by the electrical problems,
but it was too early for conclusions.
The blaze is still under investigation.
. ."The wind was a little bit of a factor,

gusting in through the windows, but
the guys did a good job of putting it
out quickly," he said..

According to a release from the
Anrln"T~T" l:'~ ....c. T"\c.............+-.- ......... -4- 4-l-.~,... -~-
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T;' FlafT}es, flare from the roof at 7 West St. Extension in Andoyer on Monday
lIng. FIrefIghters from Andover, Columbia, Bolton, Hebrpn and North Coventry
'Jnded to the fire. ABOVE: Firefighters work the scene. ' .
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She said she had repeated prob

lems with the individualized edu
cation programs (IEP) prepared
by school staff for her daugh
ter because each one included
errors.

"Jolm and I have refused and
rewritten the IEP 10 times since
May 2006," Joyce Crepeau said.
"I don't know if it is carelessness
on the part of the staff or utter
incompetence."

Joyce Crepeau said the staffrec
ommended last month a reduction
in her daughter's special education
time. She said the school could
only implemerit the amended IEP
if the parents agreed.

"We did not sign a waiver and
to date the school is breaking the'
law," she said.

Schimmel declined to respond
to Crepeau's conunents.

fi

algreens planr

passionate asshe said her daugh
ter was stopped at the door of a
bus and prevented from going
on a field trip because of her
diabetes.

She said her daughter didn't
understand "why' everyone is
mal.cing such a big deal. It's just
diabetes."

"It's gone this far," Mielde said.
."Something's breaking down
somewhere."

Immediately before Miekle
made her comments to the board,
parents Joyce and Jolm Crepeau
expressed concerns about the spe
cial .education services received
by their daughter to the board.

The Crepeaus' daughter also at
tends Goodwin.

Joyce Crepeau said she wanted
to speak'to the board to "shed
some light on the special educa
tionprocess in l'vIansfield."

in Man
is under investigation by federal
officials based in Boston.
,Mielde said staff at Ooodwin

violated her daughter's health
plan by sending her to the nurse's
office alone and not informing all
teachers of her condition.

She said her daughter went to
the nurse alone' after spending an
extended amount of time writ
ing an essay rather than stopping
when she began to feel faint.

Following the incident, Mielde
said she wanted to ensure school
officials made appropriate accom
modations for her daughter during
the Connecticut Mastery Tests,
which have prolonged sessions
and high expectations.

Mielde said she contacted an
attorney after she refused to ap
prove the plan for how her daugh
ter would take the CMTs.

Mielde became increasingly

cals'miffed 0

pecial
(Continued from Page 1)

Mielde both confirmed the inves
tigation, It included a visit to
Mansfield Feb. 1 by representa
tives from the office.

Schimmel said he could not
comment further on the case ,on
the advice of the district's special
education attorney. He said he is
awaiting a detailed opinion from
the attorney.

At the board meeting, Megan
Mielde said she has found fault
with her daughter's treatment at
Goodwin since she was diagnosed
with diabetes 16 months ago.

Two families brought complaints
to the board ofeducation last week
about the special education and'
medical services received by their
children at Goodwin School.

At the meeting, it came to light
the treatment of Megan Mielde's
daughter, a student at Goodwin,

L
(Continued from Page 1)

hope Arista Development, the firm proposing
the Walgreens, will also satisfy their demands.
Residents made plenty of them.

One simply yelled for the company to "go
away" at one point, but others came forward to
address the developer and the PZC after they
saw Arista Development's plans. '

Doug Benoit, Arista's Project Manager,
said Walgreens actually approached his firm
expressing interest in Coventry, specifically
the corner of Grant Hill Road and Route 44.

Later, Bill Lorigan, his architect, displayed
the layout of a typical Walgreens, eliciting
groans from the crowd.

The architect then showed a second layout,
followed by a third, saying the economic
development commission worked with Arista
to reach the third design.
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Item #12

ere's no barn like an old barn
By JAMES SEXTON . One of the chan~es to the landscape that grew out ofthe agricultural
Architectural Historian lIterature was the introduction in the century's middle decades of con-

'Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation nected barns. These structures tied all of the functions of a farmstead
Barns are disappearing from the ConneCticut landscape. In some - home, hearth, workplace and barn - into a series of linked build-

cases, it takes years for a barn to slowly decay. In others, a barn may ings. This is the "big house, little house, back house, barn"of.i:lUrsery
be standing one day and gone the next, razed to make way for new rhymes.. '
construction. With each barn that is lost another piece of the state's The way in which' barns were constructed also began to change in
rich agricultural history disappears. . . , this era, with a move toward more standardized 'practices 'in timber-

In a few places, concerned groups have begun to inventory existing framing. This standardized approach would ultimately give way to the
bams with the hope of at least documenting the buildings before they balloon framed buildings and the mail order barns of the early 20th
are gone. But in many parts of the state the sense o(]oss' is based on century.
anecdotal evidence. We simply don't know where the state's barns are, The last half of the 19th century also saw the introduction ofFederal
what they look like, and how they were used. We don't know what we funding to support agricultural colleges, thanks to the Morrill Act
are losing. of 1862. In Connecticut, this money fIrst went to Yale before being

To understand barns in Connecticut it is important to understand a settled upon the relatively new Storrs Agricultural College in 1893.
fundamental truth about them: barns are working. buildings; they are While this funding bolstered the scientific approach to farming it
the largest tool on a farm. Lilce, any tool, their shape and size reflects came as farming in Connecticut was waning.' . '
they way in which they are used. Just as the tip ota screwdriver will .- A~other change began occur-ring towards the end of the century.
t~ll what type of screw it is meant to be, used with, a barn's shape, While many farmers were striving for efficiency to compete with
sIze and attlibutes reflect the job it was' mtended to do. As farming farms in the middle of the country, a new type of farmstead appeared
practices in COllilecticut developed over time the types of barns that in Connecticut: the gentleman's farm. While fancy barns had been a
the state's farmers built also changed.' . , . ' hallmark of economic success since early in the history of the state,

Modern scholars call the earliest type offarm buildings still found in 'these barns were something new. Men who had made fortunes 'in
the state an "English Barn" or an eave-entry barn. Based on the grain, areas unrelated to farming began to acquire farms as symbols oftheir
warehouses of the English colonists' homeland, itis a simple building wealth. The barns on these properties were frequently designed by
witp. a rectangular plan, pitched roof; and a door or doors located on ' famous architects and were part of giant complexes that combined the

":' one or both of the long sides of the building. In the New World this llL"{,ury ofa weekend retreat 'with the grit ofa working farm Of course,
". ' tragitional building type was reorganized, according to architectural, the grit was kept out of sight and the farms were 'as likely to produce
: ~istprian John Michael Vlach, both for efficiency in use and economy , 'prize animals as saleable crops.
" mconstruction, into a. multipufposebuilding that hOlJsed animals" . By the end of th~ 19th century Connecticut's fann population was

· gr~ins and equipment.' This multi-purpose, l),se is reflected by ,the' decreasing. The land had been worked hard for more than two centU
,bmlding's construction in three distinct bays - one for each,use'. This' ries and modern transportatiol,1 made it harder and harder to compete

• type would dominate barn building in ,Connecticut through the first with the fanns of the Midwest. The state would enjoy a slight agricul-
qUalter of the 19th century.' . tural renaissance as ,the abandoned farms that had been traditi.onally

" As it was with so many things, the' 19th century was the era of Yankee would be resettled by immigrants from Eastern Europe but
, change for barns. Traditional approaches. to cop-structing and using even this rebirth would not last long.

" . these buildings changed dramatically in this e.ra. Beginning in' the These resettled farm families would continue striving to make
1830s Connecticut's fanners began to embrace a sinlple but important Connecticut's farms into wodeable propositions. Not only did they
change in the piarming oftheir barns, many new ones were constructed put in the long hours of their predecessors, but they undertook new
with the main door on the gil-ble end rather than under the eaves. This approaches to fmding economic success as well. They made chicken
change has two practical results. Rather' than shedding rain onto the raising into big business. They banded together in to cooperative orga-

· dooryard, this arrangement guided precipitation away from the barn's nizations to take advantage of the increased buying and bargaining
doors. It also meant that the barn could be enlarged much more easily, powers. And they began some of the state's first agri-toUrism, taking
simply be adding another bay to the length of the building. m summer guests to their farms., '
. The next decades would see the introduction of a basement under the Although many family farms would continue to operate as suppliers
bam to allow for the easy collection and storage of a winter's worth of for local population centers - providing city dwellers with eggs, mille
manure fro111 tlle animals sheltered within the building. and SOme vegetables - the middle of the twentieth century heralded

This iJ:novation, aided by the introduction of wmdows for light and the decline of Connecticut's' farms. Changes in the way American's
ventilation, would eventually be joined by the. introduction of space to ate,increasing property values, and the growth ofgiant agribusinesses
shelter more animals under the main floor of the barn. Additionally, meant that farmers had a difficult time making a living.
the middle decades of the 19th century saw the first use of ventilators As farms went out ofbusiness, many of their barns became unused.
or cupolas, now a hallmark of barns. Since the buildings were no longer needed, they were no longer main-
, The middle of the 19th century also brought a new product, tobacco. tamed. The result was demolition by neglect. Another threat to the
This cash crop led to the introduction of new farm buildings for the farms and barns of the state also appeared In the second half of the
processing' of the crop, most notably the ventilated tobacco barn or 20th century - development. Since the fanus could no longer gener-
shed. ate enough income through their produce, a new way of getting money
'. Driving many of the ilmovations of the, middle ~f the 19th century out of the land (often a farm family's largest asset) was sought. The

was the growtll of publications aiml;ld at making farmers nlor~ pro- result was-the process, which c;6ntiriues today, ofturnin~ farmland into
· ductive. (In Connec~i.cut, this move to greaterii'prQductiv.-itx, was,alsO"'i;!Ar¥:@,~?~rents that,haye. nO.BJ~C.~ ~of;~ ,P.~~· 'i"",:~,,,.,:;:;:s,

spurred, by competitlon from the western regions of the growing·:':";,;,·w;hile. the storys7e1.lls-\A~~J!I!a.~t>h,?r,e''!fe:,~ ~e,~/Q1;I.&~f'2.spotS. A sm~ll
, cnuniTy.) "r ~ \I' "r' ,i.~~, . 'f,)i~ ';' .. " '- ,.ci!;...nw:;gp~r: of:.-c.onnectiC\ltJflq:ns':eOl;twr)J~,.t0' elQst;fspme !have even built

While COlmecticut had fostered earlie,r agricultural authors and new ~arns in t,he recent'past. Some barns are being preserved through
· reformers like 18th century Killingworth resident Jared Eliot, the adaptive re-use. And WIth renewed awareness for theimporlant place
wave of agricultural periodicals that began in the 1820s had a greater of barns in Connecticut's past, further progress may be made in pre-
impact on the built environment:', _83_serving this physical reminder of our agricultural heritage.



Fran Funk photos
ABOVE: A Mansfield barn at sunrise. BELOW: The Jacobson
barn at the University of Connecticut. The town is one of sev
eral in the state participating in a survey of historic barns.

, , .
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sored by the Andove.r Bebre
.Marlborough Family Resour<
Center later this month.

The center will hold "Toil
Training 101" for parents Thill
day, Feb. 28,from 6:30 to 8 p;!
at 25 Pendleton Drive in Rebro:

Th" nrmrram gives advice to p

to dial 911 and Torres allegedly
smashed the phone preventing the
call from being completed.

According to police, he made
contact with the female and threat
ened to do bodily harm as welt

Police said Torres was sfopped
_. , 1__ 1.-~..:J. n~

9-!f)LJ/o if

LJC,Oon., group to .meefoverwells ~
,'SyZACHARY JANOWSKI" . :.. Th'i': ltiliversity 6tgamzed't11~ me'eting willi th~Hill

Chronicle Staff Writer Association, a neighborhood grolip made up of resi-
· STORRS~The University of Connecticut intends dents of Storrs Heights Road.
to drill one or two new wells at'its experimental agri~ Andrew McCabe, president of the Hill Association,
cillturefields and will host an information session said the university is hosting the meeting "just to
Thursday for an a.rea neighborhood association. '. :l11ake. us feel better about this, I guess." .

The meeting is ThUrsday at6 p.m. in the council . "The faculty have asked if they could have a well
, chambers at' the Audrey P. Beck Municipal Build- or two wells so that they will have more water," said

ing. University spokesman Karen Grava.
· It will include a presentation by university repre- . Grava said the' university grows turf,rhododen-
sentatives Tom Callahan, associate vice president for drons and new varieties of plants .on the agronomy
operations and adinlnistratiori, and GarY Robbins, a fields.' ' .
professor ofhydrogeology: ·Sl1esaid there is akeady one well at the fields.

'The university has struggled to manage its .water Grava said therelative location ofthe fields andthe
supply in recent years, including an incident two

. years ago when drought conditions killed fish in. Storrs Heights neighborhood prompted concern the
the Fenton River. lri 2007, the university spent the university wells mightaffeet residential wells.

fall semestl;lr with' mandatory' conservation mea- She said Robbins, the hydrogeology professor, will
Sufl'~S in place and drew. Water exclusively froql its . complete a study to detei:mine the impact the new
Willimantic' River wellfields. . . wells would have on those in the neighborhood;
Cons~J;Vation efforts,. such as substituting paper At the meeting, Grava said, Robbins wj.1l explair

plil:tes in dining halls, .allowed the university to use how he will conduct the study.' .
10 percent less water than the same period in 2006. Grava said she did not know whether the wells arl
· The university lifted the mandatory conservation needed because of increased water usage at the fieid
measures last month. . or if they Will make irrigation more convenient.

I News in brief

Cell phone Violation .
brings more 'charges

WILLIMANTIC - A routine
motor vehicle stop for usmg a cell

phone broug~t ch;rge_s ~!r;~Alf~'

)OKSWAP
'ompey Hollow Road, Ashford, sponsors
. p:m. All ages welcome. Swap up to six
1: 4,87-4420..

• _~_~ _ ............. 0..:.11.11 .1-"'1 ..... .a._".;;;.....a. _,Lu.u .£'<o,..Ui:Lt..J,

from 4 to 7 p.m. Menu includes baked
d potatp,.coleslaW"pessert and coffee.
, $6~50:'~hiidren ag~s:,6 to 12jtee:~ges

)DDRIVE
lm 11 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. in the Wilbur
1e University of Connecticut campus in
intment: (800) GIVE-LIFE.

Feb. 231

; INSTRUCTION
ary, 54 Warrenville Road, RO).lte 89,
rawing instruction from 2 to 3 p.m. for
ick Shugrue, art teacher. Topic: cartoon
1.

R.THDAY PARTY .
rial Library, 17 Main St., South Windham,
y" party, to honor Ruth Ridgeway, at i 1
ion: 423-5159;

t BLUES FEST 2008
8 takes placeat the Willimantic Elks Club,
c, starting at 7 p;m. Food, cash bar and
King Cake and the Kingpins. Admission:
sday Street .Fest. Tickets at the Willimantic
oop and the Mansfield General Store.

,visit www.thechronicle.com .
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the Chroni.cle, willimantic, Conn., Saturday, February 9, 2008 3.

UConn to study
Willim.antic, River

that minimize the negative effects
on stream flow.

"It will help us understand whe~

ther our well withdrawals on the.
Willimantic wellfield have an im-'
pact on the stream· flow during
low-flow conditions," Callahan
said.

The Fenton study advised the
university to stop pumping water
when flow fell below 6 cubic feet
per second.

Dry conditions last summer led
to voluntary conservation efforts
when, the university stopped'
pumping from the Fenton.

In September, university offi
cials instituted mandatory conser"
vation efforts. The university cut
its water consumption by using
paper products in the dining halls
and setting thennostats higher.

According to Callahan, a water
conservation competition between
donns resulted in a 50 percent
cut by the winning donn, Hanks
Hall.

The university is also pursuing
long-term conservation efforts.

Callahan said the university
.would consider adding a reclaimed
water facility to reuse water to
cool the cogeneration plant on
campus..

He said it would save 500,000
gallons per day out of a total
registered diversionof3.1million
gallons per day.

The capability to recycle water
to this extent will require three to
four years and $3 million to $4
million, according to Callahan.

AI Malpa.
lUg away
" gets a ride from his motherAnn
in Street recently. Both hail from

Shaun Allen, 23, of 201 E. Water
bury. Road, Naugatuck, was charged
with second degree breach of peace
Feb. 1. Bond: $500. Court: Feb. 19in
Rockville.

Daniel Dicicco, 19, of 163 Nagog
1 Hill Road, Acton, Mass., was charged
1 with driving under the influence and
I. misrepresentation of age to procure
1 alcohol Feb. 1. Bond: $1,000. Court:

Feb. 19 in Rockville.

Probe to center on water supply impacts
By ZACHARY JANOWSKI

Chronicle Staff Writer

STORRS - The University of
Connecticut will choose a third
party in the coming weeks to
complete a study of the inipact
its wells have on the Willimantic
River and the wildlife living in it.
. The Willimantic River study will
complement an existing study of
the Fenton River, mandated after
the university drained a section of
the river in 2005 that resulted in
massive fish kills.

Thomas Callahan, UConn asso
ciate vice president for opera
tions and administration, said the
university will select a contractor
to complete the study in the next
several weeks.

Callahan said the university re
ceivedsix responses to the request
for proposals issued in December
2007. He said the study will take
18 to 24 months to complete.

According to the request for pro
posals, the university expects the
study to cost less than $200,000.

Callahan said the Willimantic
River study· will guide "which
wells, what durations and at what
amounts" the university will use
and "help us understand our total
supply under the most stringent
conditions."

According to the request for
proposals issued by the university,
the study will determine:

• Streamflow needs of fish spe
cies in the Willimantic River.

• The effect of university well
withdrawals on flow.

• Models of well management

Item #14
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Sister Cities Association of Mansfield Oh·
30 North Diamond Street ' , 10Mansfield, Ohio 44902
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Mansfield, u.K.

Mansfield, OH
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Sister Cities Association of Mansfield,Ohio
30 North Diamond Street Mansfield, Ohio 44902

To .Mansfields.and'.SisterCities Assocfationsof'the: World'

Mansfield, OH

June200B is nearing:, the partyjsplannedca GREAT Celebration is ir/:the
making. - fhe,onlymissingingredient is'YOUOu[,Guests~' .

[ .

Tamura, Japan

Plan. NOW to. attendour Belay; BBvef-fo--be4orgotten CelebratiefkJ"une·2.1·
tbroughJu;ne.:28:,2QQ8:1£f ,Mansfield; OBlOi, ,uSA. Ybu:wiltbf:]: ineli:JdeeLilfl
,parries; ..trjp$!,,::dances~. banq:uetsi,parades·-·alJd'.evel1aquietmirruteorf:woL ,
AILoffhese'even,tssuPJ1€ut'tha'fJUfpose,·QfSisterCityc·rofJref!f.]'(ite·peace~and·
ulJdersfandftJg:.fhr,ougfTfheexcbange.:afe'ffuca:tibnal; chafifable;.andcuft'urat
activiNes andproj"ects.

·We ..areanticipating 150 visitars:;f.of these::eight·.day$.: - aJJ·we i3Je:missihgar&;
YOUiRrBsewatioFls!'·lty.ou'B're',pfan:ning' to aftericJ,.pBS$;this'invitafion fa:
DtbersAa,YQ:ur:'M'aJilsfield: orSfst.erCity ~tbfZ;Eli1.Qfe'th.B;·m€iEJffer.,I:f"you;CEJf1nQt

joirr.us.,(orthe·CelebfEifiolJ'r·en:coLlf.age'QtfJers:'tdlJifpresen:t:.

lllclud,edWifh :tbislnvjta:tiofJi are:;

- The GelebratiQIT Itinerary

- Tha-Gulli-Project ChEilfengec

- A Mansfield, Ohio' Sister City:AssQ'ciatfon Brochure:

- Apers011alnote fmm:ane:dfourHosts,

.. ~--~/
J(;; /ton . err, President"
Sf tareity AssociationofMansfield:r Ohio

Hoping· to meetyoui· person .during the Celebration:,-
.•'

Mansfield, u.K.
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Mansfield Ohio Sister City Celebration 2008
June21 thru June 28, 2008

Name:
---------------------~----------

Address:------------------------------
E-Mail Address: _

Cell#:Home Phone:------------------.-....;.----------
Number Attending: $300.00 per person (plus day 4 additional cost)

Amount of Check Enclosed: _

How do you plan to travel to Ohio? By car: By Air:__
Housing provided with Host Families

Please make checks payable to: Mansfield Ohio Sister City Celebration 2008
Mail to: Wanda Denman 3366 Muskie Dr. Mansfield, Oh 44903

Schedule of Events
Day 1: Event at Art Center (evening)

Day 2: Mansfield Heritage Celebration (at Fairgrounds) and "All That Jazz" (at OSU campus)

Day 3: Tours of Mansfield Companies, Shaw shank, Opening Banquet (at Holiday Inn)

Day: 4 Choice Of:
__Cedar Point Amusement Park: $50.00 (Additional cost)
__ Lake Erie Island Tour (lunchmc.): $50~00 (Additional cost)
__Golf Outing (lunch inc.): $75.00 (Additional cost) # of players participating
__Local Shopping:
Evening neighborhood parties

Day 5: Amish Country TourandDinner

Day 6: Columbus State House tour and lunch
Malabar Farm Dinner and Barn Dance

Day 7: Mansfield Bicentennial Festival Downtown and Richland Academy
Gala Concert and Afterglow (evening event)

Day 8: Bicentennial Parade
Kingwood Reception
Closing Banquet (evening)

Looking fonvard to seeing you.
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Check the Mansfield Sister City Web Site for Schedule of Events Details:
Sistercitiesofmansfieldohio.org



MANSFIELD, OHIO 2008 SISTER CITIES CELEBRATION
HOUSING PROFILE

June 21 thru June 28, 2008

lease use this form to type your information and send with Registration form to:
vanda Denman 3366 Muskie Dr. Mansfield, Ohio, 44903 (phonelFax 1-419-589-6892)
-mail address: wandadlcmgmail.com, Housing is provided with Host Families

arne:

.ddress:

[orne Telephone#

-mail address:

,ge:

Vill you have a vehicle:

Jlergies:

moking Preference: Non-smoking

,ny Special Needs:

?

CelI#

Occupation:

Smoking:

..:.'r.:::.av.:..:e::.:.I...;:;.P~la=n:.:;:,s...:::t.:::..o..;;,.:M.;:;;a::.:no:::;:s::;:fi~el~d~:_C=ar~: ..!!! ;:.;:A=iro.:..: _

lobbies, Interests:

hher
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Celebrate Mansfield Quilt Challenge

Mansfield, Ohio, USA., celebrates its Bicentennial June 21 through June 28, 2008. Visitors from sister
cities in the USA, England, Canada, and Japan will be part ofthe festivities.

Residents of Mansfield Sister Cities everywhere are invited to participate in a "Celebrate
Mansfield" Quilt Challenge by submitting a quilt that depicts a person, place, or thing peculiar to "your
Mansfield."

Quilts will be on display during the June 21 through 28 Celebration. They will be judged by a
three-judge panel. First, second, and third place awards as welIas a viewers' choice award will be
presented at the closing banquet June 28. Quilts will then be returned to senders or auctioned during the
closing banquet to benefit the Mansfield, Ohio, Sister City Youth Education Fund.
How to be a part of this exciting challenge:

1. Make a quilt 18 inches by 18 inches (46 em by 46 em) that expresses the theme "Celebrate Mansfield."

2. Your quilt may be pieced, appliqued or a combination of techniques. It may be an original design or it
may incorporate traditional quilt designs.

3'. Your quilt may be hand or machine quilted and must be aminimum of 3 layers, one ofwhich must be
batting. .

4. Your quilt must measure 18 inches by 18 inches (46 em by 46 em)

5. Your quilt must have a sleeve sewn to the top back for hanging. The sleeve opening must be 4 inches
wide and must be attached so that it will not show when the quilt is hanging.

6. The entry must haVe a cloth identification label sewn to the bottom right back corner of the quilt with
the same full name and address that appears on the official entry form. The label should also contain the
title of the quilt

7. Your entry must be received at the address below by May 1, 2008 to be included iri the show.

8. The entry must be accompanied by a signed copy ofthe official entry. Ifyou would like your quilt
returned to you at the end ofthe Celebration, please also include a $10.00 check in US funds with your
entry. Make the check payable to Mansfield, Ohio, Sister City. Ifthere is no $10.00 checkyour quilt will
be sold at a silent action held during the closing banquet June 23, 2008. Proceeds will be donated to the
Mansfield Sister City Youth Education Fund. The Challenge Quilt, entry form and checkmust aU be in
the same shipping carton. Mail entries to:

Quilt Challenge, 1105 Briarwood Road, Mansfield, Ohio 44907 USA

9. Ifyou would like notification of receipt of your entry, please also enclose a self-addressed stamped
postcard. .

Official Entry Form
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"Celebrate Mansfield" Quilt Challenge
(please Print)
Name----:--:----------------------Mailing Address _
CityIProvince ---'State__---'Zip_
Country _

Home Phone e-mail Address------

Describe Entry (For identification purposes)

Technique: Applique

Original

Pieced

Traditional

Mixed

Adapted

_____1would like to donate my quilt to the auction with proceeds to benefit Mansfield
Sister City Youth Education Fund.

____--'1 wou1<}~fquilt back. My check for $10.00 in US ~ds for rettIrnJ!1andling is
enclosed.

I, understand it is my responsibility to insure my
item with my own insurance agent. Although items are carefully packed and tracked, Mansfield
Sister City is not responsible for any damage or loss that may occur. There is no restriction for
photography of this piece. Entries may be included in event publicity and will be featured in a
CD which will be available for purchase for $10.00 at "/;he end of the show.
Signature Date _

Entries must be received by May 1, 2008 to be a part of the show.

Mail this form and quilt to:
Quilt Challenge, 1105 Briarwood Road, Mansfield, Ohio 44907 USA

Note: We encourage multiple entries to the Challenge from Mansfields everywhere. You may
copy this form andthe entry requitements, or request additional copies from Quilt Challenge,
1105 Briarwood Road, Mansfield, Ohio 44907 USA.
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Mansfields Around The Worlc

For more infonllation: Ron & Wanda Delill'lan
419-589-6892· walldadl@gmail.com

http://www.sistercitiesofmansfieldollio.org

Mansfield, Ohio is a beautiful city located in the
foothills of the Apalachiail Mountains, a place
which approximately 50,000 people call home.

~me join us in Mansfield, Ohio for
J

11S once in a lifetime celebration.

le city of Mansfield, Ohio will be
elebrating its 200th birthday in
008. An event like
1is comes along
nce in a lifetime.
ome and help us
elebrate. Many
vents and activities are in
1e process of being planned. Some
f these events include a heritage
elebration, parades, concerts, film
~stivals, afterglows & more.



- Possible breakfast with guest spealcers.
Visit Bicentem1ial Park - (plant trees).
Bicentem1ial parade - floats, vintage cars
for eacb contigent.

- Bicentennial Downtown Festival on the
square.

- Kingwood reception - walking tours,
historical figures on grounds, Ohio wines, .
food, dulcimers, show, bal1d in courtyard.

- Closing banquet at Mansfield Senior High
School witb dinner & music.

Day 9 - Sunday~ June 29th, 2008
- Guests depart for home :/:i.-om Mid Ohio
Educational Service Center. Bicentennial
Festival on the Square includes ecumenical
worship, family picnic, Ice cream social,
barbershop quartets, brass quintet, gospel
quartet, folk groups, various bands, Hands
around the Square.

- Film Festival held at the Renaissance Theatre.

- Music on the square.

Day 7 - Friday, June 27th, 2~08
- Downtown Mansfield - "Mansfields of the
World" sign dedication, walking tours of city
building, Richland Academy with program.

-lunch, libraly with time line,·museum,
calTousel, downtown square.

- Gala Concert with The Mansfield
Symphony, Chorus, Sylvia McNair
(Two time Grammy wim1er), Beth
Newdome (Nationally known
violinist) and other recognizable
guest perfonners. Music will
feature Patriotic to Pop with audience
participation. Afterglow in the ballroom.

- Malabar Fann - BBQ
dinner, barn dance, visit
from "Louis Bromfield",
tom of big bouse, bonfire,
stOli.es, hayrides.
Guests and bosts.

Day 5 - Wednesday, June 25th, 2008
- All day trip into Amish Counhy - full day
ofamazing expeliences by bus that includes
lunch and dinner. Possible sites - Graham DUll1
Gallely, Lehman's Hardware, Malyand Dulce's
Amish fann, Behalt Amish Mennonite Heritage
Center, Wendell August, The Farm at Walnut
Creek, dilmer at Der Dutchman.

Day 6 - Thursday, June 26th, 2008
- Columbus Ohio State House tour. Lunch in
Atrium with various guests.
Possible side trip to Ohio
Stadium.

---. - .
- Choice of Cedar Point Amusement Park
or Put-in-Bay (Lake Erie Island)
or Local events (golf outing)

- Evening neighborhoodparties.

lay 1 - Saturday, June 21st, t008
A1Tival & Registration at Mid Ohio Educational
ervice Center, 890 W. 4th St.

Bravo Mansfield! - Opening party
= the Art Center - music, major art
lOW, regional foods, cash bar,proc
lmarion, displays ofMansfield/Sister
:ity art.

.ay 2 - Sunday, June 22nd, 2008
Rejoice Mansfield! Ecmnenical worship time

1 grand stands· All Day - Heritage Celebration,
~chland County Fairgrounds, 3 stages, entire
ifunds, all buildings full,· Chautauqua, talent
how, major music, Civil War enactment, muzzle
)aders, vintage cars, memorabilia, mustache/
leard contest, quilt display, vilitage dress, bingo,
logging, square dancing, tap dancing, etc.

-And All That Jazz, OSU - Founder's
~udit01ium,Dr. Tom Croghan and Friends-,
leceptioll to follow.

-iday, Bune 20th, 2008
Friday Night Lights - Sports banquet at
:ansfield Senior High School commons.

All Star football game - Arlin Field,
hUillli band plays at halftime.

)ay 3 - Monday, June 23rd, 1008
-Visit local industries:
Jeneral Motors, Newman
lecbnology, Gonnan Rupp

- Refo1Ulatory with tours and
unch, introduction of guests,
novie Shawshank: Redemption

- Openillg Banquet - Holiday
ill1, introduction ofguests,
lag presentation & ceremony,
?un Center Chordsmen, Miss Ohio.
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DYes! IIwe would like to join the Sister Cities Association of Mansfield, OH.
Enclosed is my/our check for $ for membership(s) for 2006-07. Membership is $20/per person.

-9}-
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o .Cultunift~'oifain
d Nominating

D.Constitution

o Publicity 0 2008 Celebration

o Host/Hospitality

~:;ci7~~erit~~~~:f~~~~~
OFllndniis~g

OlIistory

o Social

Name: -:--_-:...... _

Phone:

Address: __----,-- _

Email:
Make checks payable to:
~idpl' ritipl;! A l;!l;!n,..i!Oltinll nf MmHfip]r1 nu Tn,..

i

.0 1would like to be a suppOlier. Amount enclosed $



1998 H~1HH England visits Ohio

2000* ~1HH Millennium Celebration

All Mansfields visit England
,.-----.---"

200i <HUH" Ohio visits Japan

2001=05 H Japanese Youth/Adults visit Ohio

2007 H ........ Ohio visits Japan

2004* Q"""~ All Mansfields visitMassachusetts

2006 H"~"" All Mansfields
visit Michigan

2008*"........ All Mansfields
visit Ohio

* International Celebration

Meetings are held on
the fourth Thursday

at 7 p.m. every month
except Nov. & Dec.

(3rd Thurs.)

For more information, call the Mayor's office at
A 10 r7r:r: or., r.

.. ' <. In 1961, our first Sister City was Dar-Es

Salaam, Tanzania (East Coast of Africa).

We became the first American city to

have an African Sister City.

The Sister City International was started by
President Eisenhower in

1956 (after World War II).

He wanted people of the

world to become friends

as a peace-keeping ini

tiative between nations.
Sister Cities focuses on ",",",.~--

good-will gestures, specifieal!}'

educational and cultural exchanges.

Mansfield City Council adopted legis

lation in March 1989. authorizing the

Sister City relationship with Mansfield, England.

Tamura (former!>, known as Funehiki).
Japan, became the third Sister City in'
October 2000.

Interacting With Other Mansfield

Cities Around The World

Traveling to other cities, states. & countries

Socializing ActivitiesI .

~rning About Other Cultures

Making New Friendships

Getting Involved in the Community

ur purpose is to

"Ornate international

lderstanding through

IItura!. educational

ld youth exchanges.



Item #16

TOWN OF MANSFIELD
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

Matthew W. Hart, Town Manager

February 22,2008

Ms. Cynthia van Zelm
Executive Director
Mansfield Downtown Partnership, Inc.
- Interoffice Mail -

Re: Storrs Center project; request for status report

Dear Cynthia:

AUDREY P. BECK BUILDING
FOUR SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD
MANSFIELD, CT 06268-2599
(860) 429-3336
Fax: (860) 429-6863

Thank you for the good work the Mansfield Downtown Partnership has done to bring Storrs
Center closer to fruition. The project remains a top priority for the Town, designed to provide
many benefits to the local community as well as to the region and the state. We are pleased with
the progress that has been made over the last few years, culminating in local zoning approvals
last smmner. With all the key project approvals in place, or under consideration, the focus shifts
to the Partnership's comprehensive review ofproject economics including an updated evaluation
of private and publi'c financing, commercial leasing, and a benefit analysis. After many years of
planning, it is significant that the project is moving forward into the construction phase, with the
detailed, economic analysis underway.

As you know, the Town Council recently has begun to consider financing options for the Dog
Lane 1 b~ilding. I believe that in order to proceed with the Dog Lane 1 building, the Town
Council would benefit from a fuller understanding of these details, including the Town's
expected role in financing the public components of the project, as well as the economic benefits
that will accrue to the Town. To assist the Council with its deliberations, I have infonned the
members that I intend to ask the Downtown Partnership, as the town's municipal development
agency for StOlTS Center, to provide a comprehensive update concerning the overall status ofthe
project.

I am therefore writing today to request a report from the Partnership to the Town Council
regarding the status of the Storrs Center project. In your report, please detail the project's
progress with respect to acquisition and site control, tenant relocation, permitting, tenanting,
financing, Infrastructure planning, construction schedule, and plans for financing the operations
and maintenance of the project's private and public components once construction is completed.

\\mansfieldserverltownhalllmanagerl_Admin Assistl_Hart Con·espon~eg'!f~ETTERS\MDP-StatusReport-Feb08-2.0.doc



Ideally, the Pminership's repOli will provide a current update of the projected economic impact
ofthe project.

In addition, I would like a breakdown 'of the public components of the project, particularly a
description of those elements of the proj ect that are expected to be owned, managed and
maintained by the Town ofMansfield. Related to this point, I request an update concerning
public funding and financing for the project, specifically for relocation activities? improvements
to Storrs Road, the Dog Lane 1 building, the parking facilities and any other component of the
project for which the developer is seeking public funding. Please detail the grant funding
received from state and federal sources for the various elements of the project, as well as any
anticipated shortfalls in funding. It would also be helpful for the Partnership to provide
recommendations as to how any funding gaps could potentially be addressed, including any local
financing options and recommended tenns and conditions for their release, for the Council's
consideration.

A written report prepared in collaboration with the developer, LeylandAlliance, LLC, and
presented to the Town Council in early April, would be most helpful.

I appreciate your assistance with tIns request and look forward to your report.

Sincerely,

;1~ ~.!U---
Matthew W. Hart
Town Manager

CC: Town Council
Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager
Jeffrey Smith, Director of Finance '
Gregory Padick, Director ofPlanning
Lon Hultgren, Director of Public Works

\\mansfieldserver\townhall\manager\_Admin Assist\_Hart Con·espon~efO&.!:TTERS\MDP-StatusReport-Feb08-2.0.doc



Timetb Take your
HRA

The Health Risk
Assessment tool is
updated and ready

for YOU!

Log on today to
receive your free,

confidential &
personal health

assessment

Find the HRA link:
www.ehhd.org/

be_well

Item #17

5. Think nutrient-rich rather than "good"
or "bad" foods. The majority of your
food choices should be packed with
vitamins, minerals, fiber and other nu
trients - and lower in calories.

6. Look at the big picture: No single food
or meal makes or breaks a healthful
diet. Your total diet is the most impor
tant focus for healthful eating.

7. prepare, handle and store food prop
erly to keep you and your family safe
.from fooo:-borne illness.

8. Don't fall prey to food myths and mis
information that may harm rather than
benefit your health.

9. Read food labels to get nutrition facts
that help you make smart food
choices quickly and easily.

10. Find the healthy fats When making
food choices. By choosing polyun
saturated or monmmsaturated fats,
you can keep your saturated fats,
.trans fats and cholesterol low.

takes up the flavor of whatever it is
mixed with (like unflavored gelatin; so
don~t eat it out of the carton!). To use
as a meat replacement I purchase extra
firm tofu and freeze before using;
then slice 01"' crumble. Always press '
out as much water as possible b~fore

using in any recipe. Tofu can usually be
found in the produce section of the
grocery store. Find a tasty recipe for
tofu on the back of the newsletter!

anslielhe

., March is National Nutrition Month®!
This year, the American DieteticAsso
ciation has chosen the theme, lilt's a
Matter of Fact" for their promotional
efforts. Here are the top'1 0 nutrition
facts they want you to know:

1. Eating rightdoesri't have to be compli- .
cated. Use Mypyramid.gov to develop
a personalized plan for lifelong health.

2. The best nutrition advice is based on
science. Before adopting any changes
to your diet, be sure the information is
based in scientific fact. '

3. Get your food and nutrition facts from
the expert: a registered dietitian. RDs
are uniquely qualified to translate the
science of nutrition into reliable advice
you can use every day.

4. Balancing physical activity and a
healthful diet is your best recipe for
managing weight and promoting over
all health and fitness.

Have you tried tofu lately? Tofu has
many nutrients that make it a healthy
addition to any diet. Tofu is soybean
curd, and can be used in many types of
dishes to replace meat or enhance the

. . .

nutrient content of the recipe. It is
great as a dessert; dip or spread; or
main dish. Try a tofu cheese cake,
tofu morning spread or grilled tofu
cutlets. It is important to remember
that tofu has no flavor of its own, ~nd
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~~~~i~g for some re~earch-based life habits to take up (or rein

Habits' th~;~~~%:~lcledf~ffom Web~D suggests thirteen key Healthy
e a I erence In your health and wellness:

1. Eat Breakfast Every Morning .
2. Add Fish and Omega-3 Fatty Acids to Your Diet
3. ~et Enough Sleep
4. Make SoCial Connections
5. Exercise for Better Health
6. Practice Good Dental Hygiene
7. Take Up a Hobby
8. Protect Your Skin
9. Snack the Healthy Way
10. Dr~nk Water and Eat Dairy
11. Dnnk Tea (caffeine -free & unsweetened)
12. Take a Daily Walk .'
13. Plan

The WebMD article ~pells out some pretty convincing arguments to
support these tIpS. Read the entire article at htt '11www

webmdhealth.com/nl/nlv.asPX?id=9bCJ6BUhLu=&s=fo807&P=8841

Or contact Be Well tor the article. _

1. In a small bowl, combine bread crumbs, 2tablespoons
Parmesan cheese, 1teaspoon Italian seasoning.

2. Slice tofu into 1/4 inch thick slices, and pressout water.
One at atime, press tofu slices into crumb mixture,
turning to coat all sides.

3. Spray a skillet with non-stick spray. Cook tofu slices until
.crisp on one side; turn, and brown on the other side..

4. Combin~ tomato sauce, garlic, and remaining Italian sea-
. soning. Place athin layer of sauce in an 8inchsquare

baking pan. Arrange tofu slices in the pan. Spoon re
mainingsauce over tofu. Tap with shredded mozza
rella and remaihing 3 tablespoons Parmesan.

5. Bake at 400 for 20 minutes

Serve with fresh garden salad, whole wheat pasta &steamed
broccoli

F~om allrecijJes.com

1/2 cup seasoned bread crumbs
1T Italian seasoning, divided
12-16 oz extra firm tofu

.1tsp minced garlic

4 Servings

5TParmesan cheese
8' oz can tomato sauce
4oz mozzarella cheese

Nutrition Facts per Serving:
Calories: 286 .
Total fat: 12 9
Saturated fat: 59
Cholesterol: 21 mg
Sodium: 844* mg
Fiber: 2 9 Tofu can be used as a meat substitute
Protein: 24 9 or to enhance the nutrient content of
Carbohydrate: 18 9 other recipes

*To reduce the sodium content, use low sodium tomato sauce
and plain bread crumbs with additional Italian seasoning

Active Lhfins Tip:
Moderate physical activity 10 minutes at a time,

three times a day provides health benefits.

IV 30 mi{1utes a day IV .

How can you slip your 30 minutes in?
, .

10 minutes in the morning, at lunch & afterwork?
15 minutes before work and 15 minutes after work?

YOU CAN DO IT! '
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Item #18

Member Survey Analysis

JanuaryIFebruary
2008

Compiled by Sharon Glasson
Member Services Coordinator
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Purpose: Member Surveys were distributed during "meet and greet" sessions with
Member Services Coordinator on three different occasions. Members were notified by
email, and through flyers and word ofmouth at the Community Center. The goal was to
determine general member opinions on several characteristics of the Mansfield
Community Center facility, staff and programs. Meet and Greets were at different times
of the day to capture different user groups. They were held on:

• Wednesday, January 30th 9:30-11 a.m.
• Monday, February 4th 6:30-8 p.m.
• Monday, February 11 th 6:30-8 a.m.

Research Methods: The survey (attached) asked how often the respondent typically
visits the Mansfield Community Center and what areas of the facility they enjoy using. A
rating syst~m (5=excellent. .. 1=poor) was used to determine member satisfaction
regarding twenty-tWo different areas or qualities ofthe facility, staff and programs.
There.were also blank spaces available for members to write what changes they would
like to see atthe Community Center as well as an area for general comments.

Results: A total of forty-eight members participated in the su~ey.

Gfthat number, center usage was indicated:
• 5 or more days per week: 18 respondents (38%)
• 2-4 days per week: 28 respondents (58%)
• One day per week or less: 0 respondents
• A few times per month: 1 respondent (2%)

The area(s) ofthe facility that they enjoyed using was reported as follows:
• Fitness Center: used by 32 respondents (67%)
• Lap Pool: used by 19 respondents (40%)
• Therapy Pool: used by 12 respondents (25%)
• Gymnasium: used by 15 respondents (31 %)
• Fitness Classes: used by 6 respondents (13%)
• Walking/Jogging Track: used by 20 respondents (42%)
• Family events: used by 6 respondents (n%)

The satisfaction rating averages were averaged among the respondents (attached).
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Please. take a few moments to complete this survey. Your input and comments will be very helpful as we
continue to work to improve the Community Center and make it even better.

How often do you visit the center?
o 5 or more days per week 0 2-4 days per week 0 once per week or less 0 .a few times per month

What do you enjoy most about the center (please check all that apply):
o Lap pool 0 Therapy Pool 0 Fitness Center 0 Gym 0 Fitness Classes 0 Track 0 Family Activities

What changes would you like to. see at the Community Center? _

How would you rate the following? (5= excellent, 4= above average, 3= average, 2= fair, 1= poor)

Rating Rating
GENERAL ---------- FITNESS ---------

Staff knowledge Fitness equipment orientations
Staff friendliness Fitness equipment quality
Staff helpfulness Quality of fitness classes
Center facilities Staff
Center cleanliness YOUTHIFAMILYPROGRAMS ----------
General programs Family Fun Events
Hours of operation Youth ActivitieslPrograms
Overall Management Teen Programs
Parking 'Tween Programs (grades 5-8)
Program registration Child Care

AQUATICS ----------
Swim lessons
Pool Schedule
Staff

General Comments: ~ _

Name: _

Address: -------------
Town: State: __ Zip: _
Email Address: .,..--_---:- _

o Yes, I am interested in participating in Member Focus Groups.
o I am not interested in participating in Member Focus Groups.
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Requested Changes:
• "None that I can think of You are velY responsive to suggestions we make at the

front desk. Pool temperature is pelfect!!"
• "The payment schedule: I think there should be another alternative to facilitate

payment monthly. "
• "lYIore parking. "
• "lYIore room between exercise machines; machines placed to be able to view the

court area. "
• "More elliptical machines"
• "More parking. lYIore cleaning oflocker room. Anotherpool!"
• "lYIore lap swimming night times for adults. "
• "Better weights. A wider range ofevening classes. "
• "Several years ago the bathroom/lockerfacilities were kept impeccably clean.

Now they are not kept nearly as clean Dirty floors, toilets, dispensers that are
empty or don't work. "

• "lYIore parking. Afew more stationary bikes. "
• "It's great the way it is. Keep up the good work. "
• "Longer hours on Sunday. Early hours on that day, but !ceep the 9pm closing

time. "
• "Better maintenance"
• "lYIore toddler activities, family events. "
• "lYIore childcare times, all day please. "
• "More parking, more structured learning in the day care. "
• "More equzpment neededfor back"
• "Gymnastics for smaller children"
• "More open pool times during 9-3. "
• "More activities for teens/pre-teens. "
• "Add a sauna. Coffee after noon. "
• "lYIore free weights ... but you don't have the room ... "
• "Goodfor me as is. Removejunkfood, use healthysnacks. "
• "Take out thejunkfood machines. Put in healthysnacks. "
• "Lappool at lap times for laps only. Do not allow people to take up a lane to

exercise when they could use the therapy pool. Do not schedule lYIaster's swim
class during busiest lap swim time. "
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General Comments:
• "A wonderfid community resource. "
• "I love the community center!"
• "I would like to see camp scholarships given by the Center. I understand it you

have to apply at Town social services. "
• ."] love it here! We are so fortunate it's here. I wish we had it when my kids were

little. "
• "I love cable on the elliptical. It makes me come at least three times as often as I

vvould without it. Greatjob keeping it clean! Keep it up! Don't slack!"
• "I have enjoyed working out here and always feel welcome. The friends I've

introduced keep coming so keep up the good work. "
• "Kids in the locker rooni often leave messes"
• "This place is the best thing to ever happen in lvIansfield since I came here in

1953. "
• "Love aqua kick wi Christina & fitness classes wiJodi. I love that members can

sign up for fitness classes first regardless ofwhether lvIansfield resident.
Problematic finding parking space when comingfor classes between.5-6:15.
VelY annoying when can'tfind space. I hate it when kids are running around
track when I'm trying to do laps after fitness classes - walking track is serious
business. I like waiting room with computers/couches. "

• "Love the facility! Would suggest hiring more professional stafffor the fitness
desk. I can't teliyou the number oftimes I've seen some ofthose kids talking
about other staffmembers behind their backs infront ofthe customers. There
was this one girl who spent more time talking on her cell in the ladies room than
actually staffing the desk. Is that what members 'fees are payingfor? "

• "I've been a memberfrom the beginning. It's been a great experience. "
• "Some disabled equipment was not repairedfor a month. I. am bothered by

fitness instructors on microphones whose voices carry outside the studio. Some
people on equipment chatter constantly (not your fault) I was very upset when the
center removed artfrom the wall because a member objected to it; ifart does not
provoke, why bother doing it?"

• "Love this place. Great place to work outfrom Oct. to June which is the time I
use it. "

• i'Please replace clipboards (one) by bikes and make sure each has a pen.· Please
consider "senior" center fee or fitness/pool fees reduced. "

• "Love Nicole for swim lesssons. Ifyou could ohly clone Lynda - LOVE HER. "
e "Therapy pool- cleaning often needed"
• "I don't like that there are kids classes offered on Sunday mornings.. We attend

church and have missed a good class because ofthat. I like·the TVs on the new
fitness equipment. Family programs are nice. "

• ''I'm 82, my wife 75. We only use the exercise equipment 3 days per·week. A
reduction in ourfees would be welcome. Fixed income. Not enough light in the
reading room on dark days. "

• "So happy that you offer all that you do. Parking is a real problem though,
especially with small children"
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• "I think the therapy pool need more clean comition(?). Sometimes the pool was
very dirty. "

• "It is hard to fit the needs ofeveryone. I think the lvICC has done a great job. "
• "A great plus for the town. Keep requesting the jim.ds you needfor afirst-class

operation. "
• "I miss the jJressure in the showers. Any hope ofgetting it back sometime?"
• "Good place, keep up the good work. ~'

• "Dust bunnies on the tJ;ack. Problem wi slippery floors in bathroom, have
watched many people almost fall. What to do?"

• "This is a wonderjitl facility. Thanks so much. "
• "Good use ofpersonal trainers. Like warm temp oftherapy pool. "
• "Excellent Center. "
• "It would be great to institute a sign out policy for pool sticks andping pong

paddles. A member must turn in an ID to get them, and they should be .charged
for damaged equipment. The pool sticks and ping pong paddles are ALWAYS in
horrible shape. "

• "See comment above on schedulingpool during busiest lap times needed by
general membership during AlvI and P}';[ "

-109-



PAGE
BREAK

-110-



(1995)

->

A~ildJii~f~/.·
.. ' .

;Products
&Services.

, "Produc~dby:
.Mansfield Agricuitural.CommiUee and

.MansfieldPail<s' '81· Recreation, Department
,'.:::;:/",,;\:.:.:,;. _t'_

( )=first year of operation

For ~orEdnf6rmati~n~~IlMilllsfield
'P~rks & Recreation' at429~3015 ~204
.or visit www. lT1ansfieldctorg .

Daily Bar (Mon.-Fri. 1U:::IU-j, !:iat. &: !:illll. lI.-j,
extended hours June-Aug.), plallts & flowers at
Floriculture greenhouse (Sept.-mid-June, MOII.-Thw:
12:30·4, Fri. 12:30-3), livestock (annual sales).
Visit bams 10-4daily.

Windover.Farm(1986)
Charles Bradley
Warrenville Rd. .,'
Wholesale heriiagebreed Livestock.

Thompson's Christmas Tree Farm .'
(1955) " ',.'

Maurice Thompson
308 Browns Rd.
Storrs, CT 06268
Christmas trees at the farm beginning the Saturday .
after Thanksgiving, Wed.- Fri. 12-4 alld weekends 9-4.

ThistleSpringsFarm (1960)
'Ed Hall
':Manfield Hollow Ext.
-Wh;olesa!e hay and,blfef

E.D. Smith High School
1235 Storrs Rd. 860-487-0528 or
Storrs, CT 06268 487-0877 x2315
Chrishn'as h'ees, honey, pumpkins, bedding plants
poinsettias, and Easter lilies at the school ftvm
Oct- June, Mon.- Fri. 8-3 plus selected weekends
on many products. Call/Dr more in/ormatioll.

. .Thonipsonand Sons, Inc. (1875) .
54 Middle Thmpike .. 860-429-9377
Mansfield Depot, CT 06251 fax860-429-9378
www.gmthompson.com .
Feed and needs/or animals, pet SIIpplies, bedding,
hay, stmw'/ertilize/; and lawn and garden needs.
MOII.-Fri. 8~5:30, Sat. 8-3. .

'.TarigiewoodFarm(1966)
Don & Joan DeBella
720 Warrenville Rd. 860-429-6868
Mansfield Center, CT 06250

. Far,mft'estl eggs, cord wood.. Call/oravailability.

860-942-7648

lmd the Bend Farm (1997)
ii, Charlie, Mark and David Galgnwski
Baxter Road 860-429-7094
TS, CT 06268.. . .
IpkillS, tomatoes, peppers,. green bea/ls,
:tnlbers, squash.

yLombard
Pleasant Valley Road 860-423-2429
sfield Center, CT 06250
wberries: ready picked and pick your OWII, call
'icking times. Farm standwith other seasonal
and vegetables open daily 8am to 6pm June to
mlber.· .

npkin PllUl'S Farm (1979)
Peters . 860-429-8449

wberries, June-mid July daily.
lpldns, Sept.-Oct. daily.
'for picking times and location.

lpies Farms (1994)
~ard Staples
7toes and other vegetables. Sold at Willimantic
mer's Market, July-Oct., Tues. p.m. and Sat. a.m
Cpvemry Farmer's Market. June-Oct., Sun. am.
-'-
-'-
-'-

.r~s Farmers Market Assoc.
tme for the fresh, stay for the fun"
lOis Pierce
Storrs Farmers' Market
. Box 85
TS,CT·06268. .

, maple syrup, bedding plants,
. . s, cheese,

. I
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Hey's Maple Syrup & Honey (1951)
lrge L. Bailey, Jr.
C::rime Hill Rd. 860-423-2136
as, CT 06268
pie syrup and honey sold at the farm and Storrs
mers Market. Vi#ts by appoilltllle!lt only.

eezy Acres Percherons (2000)
and Susan Cyr
j Bone Mill Rd. 860-429-8434
IITS, CT 06268
rjestic driving horses, wagon rides, weddings
1 special occasions, Call for appointn!ent. ,

'eezy Height~ Far~ ,(l!)O~)

II Palmer '
6 Crane Hill Rd. ' 860-450-1733
)ITS, CT 06268
lIit,and vegetables sold at thefarlnfl"Om .fllne -
:tpber,].O "6 daily. ' ' 'i

edar Ledge Tree Farm (1984)
m rind Mindy Cone
io-Goventry Rd. 860-423-5690
afi5ield Center, CT 06250
'zril;tmas trees, wreaths, garland, and boughs sold
the farm from ,the weekend after Thanksgiving

Itil Ch"istmas, Sat. and Sun. ,9-4. Also Mon. thru
-j. in Dec., 12:00-4:30, tagging with ,deposit. Carts
Id saws pl"Ovided. T,.actor ride. Christmas shop.
7tural stolle for walls, walks, patios and accellt
lulders. '

mdire Farm (1998)
lisa Santee and William Trietch
i South Bedlam Rd. 860-455-0739
[ansfield Center, CT 06250
grass based Jersey dairy bottling raw milk. Raw
ilk available at Willimantic Food Co-op.

Foxfire Stables, LLC (2007)
Elisa Santee and William Trietch
85 South Bedlam Rd. 860455-0739
Mansfield Center, CT 06250
An equine boarding facility featuring a 60x120
indoor riding arena and a 100x150 outdoor,arena.
'All stallsarelOx12 with mats ll"dhave Dutch i

,doors to individuall'llllollts.

i The Gardens @ Bassetts Bridge Farm
(ZOOS) ,
Jean and Wesley Bell
552 Basselts Bridge Rd.

"Mansfield Center, Cr 06250
'Display gardens, perennials, all/Illills, herbs,

:' veg~table.plants, cOl!tainers; tJ'ees, shl'llbs, grasses,
alld wetlalld plallts. May~Octobei; Friday, Saturday,
qlld Sltllday, 10-6, " ' , '

. ...

,"Hat Creek Fa~m (1995)
Brian and Julie Parrow
Browns Rd. 860-642-7191
Storrs, CT 06268

,.com Maze,Wagon rides, pumpkins and gourds at
farm weekends in September and October. Group
rates available year'round - please, call. Horse and
';nulch hay year roulld.

Hat Creek Nursery (1998)
Brian Parrow and Jim'Messier
Browns Rd. 860-642-7191
Storrs, CT 06268
26 varieties ofornamental and shade trees available
at thefarmiyear round by appointment. '

Hillside Farm (1991)
Tom Wells 860-429-9698
or
'513 Wormwood Hill Rd. ' 860-429-2874

" Mansfield Center, CT 06250
MIlich hay and feed hay at the fan" yearl"Ound.
,Who/';sale Milk. ' ,

Hockunum Industries Greenhouse
,(1982)
290 Middle Tpke. 860-429-6697

" ,'Mansfield Depot, CT 06251
ftllllllals"perellllials, herbs, vegetable plallts, hoilse
'plants, clltflowers. Mon.-Pri. 8-5, Sat.~ 81/n. 9-5.

,:nseAcres (1958)
, 'Oan Talmadge

1 iBoston TurnPike ,8(i0-4:Z9c2635
>W1JIington;, Ct ' 06279 ' ",' . : ' '-,
":Ci".istmtlS t;'ees'ills~asoll. '(Oli Route 44,1.8 miles

east ofthe junctioll ofRoutes 44 and 195) "

,Ledgecrest Garden Center (1947)
" Paul L. Hammer, Jr." '

680 ,Storrs Rd. '860-423-8279
, StOITS, CT 06268 .
,A!I/Illals, peremiiais, herbs, vegetable plallts, alld
sprillg flowering plants. March-Novetllbel; 9am-
5:30pm daily. " '

Mathews Farm (2004)
'Sharyn andiSl!!a Mathews
Blueberries sold at StOI7OS FOImelos Market. July
AI/g. Sat. pill.

Merrow Farm (2001)
Chris Kueffner
3 Merrow Rd. 860-805-3276
Storrs, CT 06268
Educatiollal com maze. 2006 Theme: Ct Trees alld
Forest. Weekends, 12-5, Sept. c Oct. or by appoint-

:meilt. '

"Mike's Stand (1972)
,Kenley Hill

"327 Daleville Rd.
Willington, CT 06279
Vegetables alldifrl/its sold at Storrs Fall,. Comers
:Stalld, Slimmer alld Fall, 8-7 daily. We want to blly
"from local growers. '

,Mt, Hope Farm (1997)
,Charles Harakaly, Jr. '

" 138 'MountHope Rd. 860-429-2831
, -Mansfield Center, CT 06250
, Self help seaspllal, orgallic vegetables.

Phenix Farm (1985)
Gregory and Ernine Cichowski
53 Old Turnpike Road ' 860-429-8269
,Storrs, CT 06268
Maple symp at the SIIgar'House. Available ill April
ulltil supply is exhausted. Pottery stl/dio by chalice.

Pleasant Valley Game Farm (2001)
Paul & Joe Randazzo
223 Pleasant Valley Rd. 860-450-0235
Mansfield Center, CT 06250
Gal1lebirds, rabbits, goats, calves. On farm sales.



Item #20

269 Clover JYIill Road
Mansfield, CT 06268

February 11, 2008

Curt Vincente, Director
Recreation Dept.
Town of Mansfield
10 S. Eagleville Road
Mansfield, CT 06268

Dear Curt,

I just wanted you to know how much we appreciated all the help and courtesies' given to us before,
during and after, Primary day. With your cooperation we were able to resolve many issues and meet
the sometimes restrictive demands of the law.. Although many of your staff who helped, or just
offered help, were nameless to me, the enthusiasm of Paul, Brian and Ariel to "fetch and tote" and
everything else was greatly appreciated.

I believe there are still some issues regarding the use of the Community Center as a polling place
remain and I look forward to working together with you to resolve them.

Once again, thank you for the assistance ofyou and your staff in our use of the Community Center.

Sincerely,

~r·'pd./~
Lato PclIegnne 0

Cc: Town Manager .
. Town Council~
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Item #21

APPLICATION REFERRAL

Mansfield Planning & Zoning Commission

.'>f V
TO.: __~ Public Works Dep't:, c/o Ass't. Town Eng'r. Recreation Advisory'Committee

7 Health Officer 7' Open Space Preservation Committee
Design Reviewpanel~,Parks Adviso:;, Committee

__. /_. Committee on Needs ofPersons w/Disabilities (2:; Town CouncIl
_---=-v_ Fire Marshal ;:::::"---0 Conservation Commission
___ Traffic Authority / Agricultural Committee

../ -z.:,.....::J A Cf",,-r \/ ZONI ""I: 0= .oJ(' ;] f i~'j) j) 004-LS'

• 0 • 0 o' -PitJP;;5~~Q.. ,w's•..,-...s -to °-tk k,01;~ vV\<P

The Plannmg and Zonmg CommIssIon has re&81V@a a c~J... 7..,~~~:> ·"'<';;,Svl.:.~"'-r
7[-1\\";7/..(1 ~LS""""S ,~'

consider the applicatien at a Public Hearing/FegHttrr meeting on '3/17/ V<g . Please review the application.

and reply with your comments to the Planning Office befor~ , 0 :3~I !~ ~ 0 S 1- ,: F~r!f.0re inf9rmatio~" "

please contact the Planning Office, 429~3330. >f: "~r IJ1"":d,,,/ I ~')-H~-' ~(U!.e h~ "rifl . 'it} I c:tf

.' - +-;( ('
\@~iUo('.(,X, ':7C'"t'!.J"C 1"'- L ;"PSt' 0 f' ',"'. ?~"I { ~ VVI

'-9c:" Co .... '5 .c.f62 rr'fl.
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January 30, 2008 Draft

Proposed Revisions to Mansfield's Zoning Map and Zoning Regulations

(New provisions are underlined or otherwise indicated)
(Deletions are bracketed or otherwise indicated)
(Explanatory Notes are provided to assist with an understanding of the proposed revisions. These notes are not'
part ofthe proposed zoning revisions.)

A. Proposed Zoning Map revisions (depicted on attached map):

1. Rezone all existing areas zoned Professional Office-3 (PO-3) to a new Pleasant Valley
Residence/Agriculture (PVRA) zone classification;

2. Rezone all existing areas east ofMansfield Avenue that are zoned Industrial Park (IP) to a new Pleasant
Valley Commercial/Agriculture (PVCA) zone classification; ,

3. Rezone all areas west ofMansfield Avenue that are zoned Industrial Park (IP) to a Rural Agricultural
Re~idence-90, (RAR-90) zone classification. '

Explanatory Note: These zone changes are designed to preserve significant areas ofprime agricultural
land; to protect important natural and scenic resources, to address potential health, safety and
neighborhood compatibility issues and to address goals, objectives and recommendiztions contained in
Mansfield's Plan ofConservation and Development. .

B. Proposed Zoning Regulations revisions:

1. Revise Article II, Section A as follows:
a. Delete from the current listing ofzones:

1. .PO-2 (Professional Office 2 zone)
2. PO-3 (professional Office 3 zone)
3.. IP (Industrial Park zone)

b. Add to the current listing of zones:
1. PVRA (pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture zone)
2. PVCA (Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture zone)

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated with and tied to the proposedZoning lYIap revisions
listed in Item A above, and the fact that there is no existing Professional Office 2 zones.

2. Revise Article II, Section B as follows:
a. Delete IP Industrial Park from the current listing of "Design Development" Districts;
b. DeletePO-2 and PO-3 :from the current listing of "Design Development" Districts and revise the

reference Professional Office 1 through 3 to read Professional Office 1;
c. Add PVRA-Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture and PVCA Pleasant Valley

Commercial/Agriculture zones.

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated with and tied to the proposed Zoning Map revisions
listed in A above and the fact that there is no existing Professional Office 2 zones.

3. Revise Article III by deleting in its entirety Subsection A and by re-lettering remaining subsections as A
through L
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Explanat01Y Note: This revision would eliminate regulations imposing a temporary and limited
moratoriumfor certain zone changes in the area south ofPleasant Valley Road west ofMansfield City
Road. This moratorium has expired.

4. Revise Article III by revising subsection L to read as follows: (currently subsection M)

[M] Notification of pA1indham VVater '."/erks} Water Company and Connecticut
Department of Public ~ealth

When an applicant files with the Planning and Zoning Commission or Zoning Board ofAppeals an
application, petition, request or plan concerning any project on any site ["vhich] that is within [the
watershed of the Windham Water 'Norks or other "vater company, as defined in, Section 25 32a of the
General Statutes,] the aquifer protection area delineated pursuant to section 22a-354c or the watershed
of a water company, the applicant shall provide written notice of the application, petition, requestor
plan to the [\Vindham '''Vater 'Norks or other] water company and the Commissioner ofPublic Health in
a fonnat prescribed by the Commissioner (provided such water company or said Commissioner has filed
a map showing the boundaries of the watershed on the Mansfield Land Records and with fuePlanning
and Zoning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals or the aquifer protection area has been delineated
in accordance with section 22a-354c, as the case may be). Such notice shall be made by certified mail,
return receipt requested, and shall be mailed [v/ithin] not later than seven days [eij after the date of the
application. [The \Vindham 'Vater \l,Torks or other] ~uchwater company and the Commissioner of
Public Health may, through a representative, appear and be heard at any hearing on any such
application, petition, request or plan.

Explanatory Note: This notification revision is mandated by Public Act 06-53 and a revision ofSection
8-3: ofthe Connecticut General Statutes.

5. Revise Article V, Section A.5. to add a new subsection'; and to fe-letter the existing subsection; as i.
The new subsection j shall read asfollows:

J. Unless specifically waived by the Commission due to site and environmental constraints or adverse
impacts to stonewalls, existing specimen trees or other natural or manmade features, all new wired
utility lines (telephone, electric, cable, etc.) shall be installed undergroundwithin suitable conduits.
For significant land use projects, the Commission also may require existing overhead utility lines to
be replaced with underground lines.

Explanatory Note: This revision will document the Commissions existing policy regarding underground
utility construction. It would apply to all site plan and Special Permit applications. A similar provision
already exists in the Subdivision Regulations. Underground utilities promote public safety, site
aesthetics and property values.

6. Revise Article VII, subsections A.2. and AA as follows:

a. Delete "Industrial Park" in line 3 of subsection A.2.c

b. Delete "Industrial Park" in lines 1 and 6 of subsection AA

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed Zoning Map revisions listed
inA above.

7. Delete Article VII, subsection T, "Uses Permitted in the Professional Office J zone" in its entirety, add a
new Article VII, Subsection K "Uses Permitted in the Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture Zone"
(land south of Pleasant Valley Road and west 'of Mansfield City Road),re-Ietter/re-number remaining,
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subsections of Article VII, and, as necessary, revise zoning cross-references to subsections of Article
VII.

The new Article VII, Subsection K shall read as follows:

K.. Uses Permitted in the PVRA (Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture Zone (L~md south of
Pleasant Valley Road and west of Mansfield City Road)

1. Intent
The PVRA has been established with special provisions for a distinct area ofMansfield located
south ofPleasant Valley Road and west of Mansfield City Road. This area has been zoned for
decades for industrial, commercial and residential use, but has remained primarily agricultural.
The area is no longer considered appropriate for industrial and non-agricultural commercial use
due to special agricultural, floodplain, wetland, and aquifer characteristics that warrant protection
and preservation, site visibility and scenic character, neighboring agricultural and residential uses·
and other Plan of Conservation and Development goals, objectives and recommendations. Due
primarily to the fact that this area is one of a very limited number in Mansfield that have access
to public sewer and water systems, medium to.high density multi-family housing is considered
an appropriate use for portions of this district, but only if designed, constructed, and utilized in a
manner compatible with other Plan of Conservation and Development recommendations and
neighborhood land uses. Accordingly, the PVRA zone is subject to specicil provisions designed
to preserve significant areas ofprime agricultural land, to protect important natural and scenic
resources, to provide for affordable housing, and to address other important regulatory
objectives. .

2. General
The uses listed below in Sections K3 and K4 and associated site improvements are permitted in

. the PVRA zone, provided: I

a. Any special requirements associated with a particular use are met;
.b. Except as noted below, all uses permitted in the PVRA zone shall be served by adequate

public sewer and water supply systems. On a case-by-case basis the Plaiming and Zoning
Commission shall have the right to authorize the use of onsite sanitary waste disposal and/or
watersupply systems for permitted agricultural uses provided iUs documented to the
Commission's satisfaction that there is a low risk of aquifer contamination or other health,
safety or environmental problems.

c. Applicable provisions of Article X, Section A (Design Development Districts) and Article
VI, Sections A and B (Performance Standards) are met: and

d. With the exception ofthose uses included in K.4 below, special permit approval is obtained
in accordance with the provisions of Article V, Section B for any ofthe activities delineated
in Article VII, Section A.2.

Article VII, Sections A.3., A.4 and A.S also include or reference provisions authorizing the
Zoning Agent to approve certain changes in the use of existing structures or lots and authorizing
the PZC Chairman and Zoning Agent to approve minOT nlOdifications of existing or approved
site improvements.

3. Categories ofPermitted Uses in the Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture Zone Requiring
Special Permit Approval as per the Provisions of Article V,Section B. and Applicable Provisions
ofArticle X. Section A.
a. Two family and multi-family dwellings in accordance with the standards contained in Article

X, Section A.

F:\P&ZUessie SheaJREGULATORY REVlSION COMM\DRAFT REVISIONS\J18,iUARY 30 2008 DRAFT.doc



b.Single Family dwellings, provided the dwellings are directly associated with a multi-family
housing development and specifically authorized by the Commission due to specialized
situations where site characteristics limit the ability to appropriately locate two-family or
multi-family dwellings. All applicable provisions ofArticle X, Section A shall be met.

c. Pennanent retail sales outlets for agricultural and horticultural products, provided all the
standards are required of Article VII, Section G. 13 are met;

d. Other commercial agricultural operations (any agricultural or horticultural use that is not
authorized by other provisions of these Regulations), provided special permit approval is
obtained in accordance with Article V, Section B; , ,

e. State-licensed group day care homes or State-licensed child day care centers as defined by
the State Statutes. State-licensed family day care .homes are specifically authorized in Article
VII, Section D;

f. Accessory commercial uses, such as alaundry or recreationalfacility, conducted primarily
for the convenience of residents of an approved residential project, provided the use is
located within a building.

4. Uses Which May be Authorized in the Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture Zone by the
Zoning Agent:
a. Agricultural and horticultural uses such as the keeping of farm animals, field crops, orchards,

greenhouses, accessory buildings, etc., provided the provisions ofArtic}e VII, Sections G.13
through G.15 are met; .,

b. Dwelling units for property owners, managers, caretakers, or security personnel associated
with a: pennitted agricultural use provided all residential structures are located on the same
lot as the agricultural use. '

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed zoning map revisions listed.
in item A above. This section proposes new permitted use provisions consistent with the intent
provisions for the PVRA zone. ' '

8. Delete Article VII, subsection U, "Uses Perinitted in the Industrial Park Zone" in its entirety, add a new
Article VII, Subsection U ''Uses Pennitted in the Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture Zone" (land
south ofPleasant Valley Road and east ofMansfield Avenue) and, as necessary, revise zoning cross
references to subsections of Article VII.

The new Article VII, Subsection U shall read as follows:

U. Uses Permitted in the PVCA (Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture Zone,CLand south of
Pleasant Valley Road and east of M~nsfieldAvenue)

1. Intent ,
The PVCA zone has been established with special provisions for a distinct area ofMansfield
located south ofPleasant Valley Road, east of Mansfield Avenue. This area has been zoned for
decades for intensive industrial and commercial use, but it has remained primarily agricultural.
This 'a;rea is no longer considered appropriate for intensive industrial and commercial use due to
'access iimitations, special agricultural; floodplain, wetland, and aquifer characteristics that
warrant protection and preservation, site visibility and scenic character, neighboring agricultural
and residential uses and other Plan of Conservation and Development goals, objectives and
recommendations. Due primarily to the fact that tiris area is one of a very limited number in
Mansfield that have access to public sewer and water systems, some lower intensity industrial
and commercial uses as well as age restricted housing uses are considered appropriate for
portions of tllls distIict, but only if designed, constructed, and utilized in a manner compatible
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with Plan of Conservation and Development recommendations and neighboring land uSeS.
Accordingly, the PVCA zone is subject to special provisions designed to preserve significant
areas ofprime agricultural land, to protect important natural and scenic resources, and to address
other important regulatory objectives.

2. General
The uses listed below in Sections K3 and K4 and associated site improvements are permitted in
the PVCA zone, provided:
a. Any special requirements associated with a partjcular use are met;
b. Except as noted below, all uses permitted in the PVCA zone shall be served by adequate

public sewer and water supply systems; On acase-by-case basis the Planning and Zoning
Commission shall have the right to authorize the use of onsite sanitary waste disposal and/or

. water supply systems for permitted agricultural uses provided it is documented to the
Commission's satisfaction that there is a low risk of aquifer contamination or other health,
safety or enviromnental problems.

c. Applicableprovisions ofArticle X, Section A (Design Development Districts) and Article
VI, Sections A and B (performance Standards) are met: and

d. With the exception ofthose uses included in K.4 below, special permit approval is obtained
in accordance with the provisions ofArticle V, Section B for any of the activities delineated

, in Article VII, Section A.2.

Article VII, Sections A.3., A.4 and A.S also include or reference provisions authorizing the
. Zoning Agent to approve certain changes in the use of existing structures or lots and authorizing

.. the PZC Chairman and Zoning Agent to approve minor modifi~ationsof existing or approved
site improvements. All changes in use in the PVCD zone require Planning and Zoning

., Commission approval in accordance with the provisions ofArticle VII, Section A.4.
or; .

4.•· Categories of Permitted Uses in the Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture Zone Requiring
. Special Permit Approval as per the Provisions ofArticle V, Section B. and Applicable Provisions
of Article X. Section A.

a. Research and development laboratories and related facilities and the production, processing,
assembly and. distribution of prototype or specialized products which require a high degree of
scientific input and on site technical supervision. Specialized products that may be
authorized include but shall not be limited to the following: precision mechanical and
electronic equipment; business machines; computer components; optical products; medical,
dental and scientific supplies and apparatus; and precision instruments;

All genetic or bio-engineering research or development activities and the creation of
biogenetic products are limited to those pennitted in bio-safety levelland 2 (BL-l and BL
2) laboratories as per the current"Guidelines" of the National Institutes of Health regarding
research involving recombinant DNA molecules. The keeping and utilization of small
animals for scientific purposes is authorized, provided the animals are kept in an enclosed
portion ofa building located on the subject lotar in areas specifically approved by the
Pl~nning and ZoniJiKCommission;

b. Commercial printing and reproduction services and other industrial production, processing,
assembly and/or distribution ofproducts, provided the nature, size and intensity of the
proposed use is a low volume traffic generator and is .consistent with and complementary to
the other pennitted uses in this zone. Industrial uses generally categorized as "Heavy
Industry" are·not considered appropriate uses in the RD/LI Zone.
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c. Contractors garages and storage yards, public utility garages and similar facilities;

d. Business and Professional Offices;

e. Commercial recreation facilities,sllch as tennis clubs and physical fitness centers;

f. Veterinary hospitals and commercial kennels boarding or breeding two or more animals
provided potential noise impacts are addressed in association with the required Special
Permit application;

g. Automotive service garages, excluding auto salva~e operations;

h. Age Restricted Housing in accordance with the standards contained in Article VII, Section
R., and Article X, Section A.S.;

1. Permanent retail sales outlets for agricultural and horticultural products, provided all the
standards and requirements of Article VII, Section G. 13 are met;

J. Other commercial agricultural operations (any agricultural or horticultural use that is not
authorized by other provisions of these Regulations).

4. Uses WhichMay be Authorized in the Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture Zone by the
Zoning Agent:
a. Agricultural and horticultural uses such as the keeping of farm animals, :field crops, orchards,

greenhouses, accessory buildings, etc., provided the proVisions of Article VII, Sections G.l3
through G.l5 aremet;

b. Dwelling units for property owners, managers, caretakers, or security personnel associated
with a permitted agricultural use provided all residential structures are located on the same
lot as the agricultural use.

c. Accessory cafeterias or retail shops conducted primarily for the convenience of employees,
provided the use in located within a building and there are no advertising or exterior displays..

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed zoning map revisions listed
in item A above. This section proposes new permitted use provisions consistent with' the intent
provisions for the PVCA zone.

9. Revise Article VIII, Section A, Schedule of Dimensional Requirements, as follows:
a. Delete from the Schedule the existing row for the IP zone and delete the references to PO-2 and

PO-3.
b. Add to the Schedule a new row for the PVRA and PVCA zones and insert "Building" in the heading

of the maximum coverage column. The revised rows shall read as follows:

ZONE MINIMUM LOT MINIMUM LOT MIN. FRONT SETBACK MIN. SIDE SETBACK MIN. REAR SETBACK MAXIMUM MAXIMUM BUILDING

AREA/ACRES FRONTAGE/FT LINE (IN FEET) LINE (IN FEET) .LINE (IN FEET) HEIGHT GROUND

See Notes See Notes See Notes See Notes See Note See Note COVERAGE

(3) (4) (1-8) i (4)(6)(7)(13)(16) (4)(8)(9)(15)(16) (17) 1(4)(10)(11 )(15)(16) (17) (4)(15)(16) (17) (14)

PVRA
PVCA

see
note 1 25 ACRES ?OO 100 30 50 40 25%

c. Revise existing foot note 13 on the Schedule of Dimensional Requirements to read as follows:
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13. Lot frontage requirements for business and [industrial]residential uses within specified [business
and industrial] zones may be waived by the Planning and Zoning Commission for private roads,
provided special permit approval is obtained (see Article VIII, Section B.3.d)

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed zoning map revisions listed
in item A above. The proposed 25 acre minimum lot size proposal is desig-fled to help ensure that Plan
ofConservation and Development recommendations, particularly those tied to agricultural land
preservation, are nat undermined by smaller, uncoordinated developments. Existing regulations would
allow larger projects to be built in smaller phases..

10. Revise Article VIII, subsection B.3.a, B.3.b, B.3.c, and the first paragraph ofB.3.d to read as follows:

- 3. [Business and Industrial Exceptions/]Special Dimensional Requirements

a. Setback from Residential Zones - In the [IP and] RD/LI zone[s], a minimum setback of 150
feet is required between all new industrial or research buildings and residential zone
boundary lines. This setback may be reduced by the Commission due to physical
characteristics, the nature ofproposed landscape and buffer plans or the character of existing
land uses.

b. Lot Coverage - Except as noted below, the total ground area coverage ofbundings and
. parking areas in the [IP and] RD/LI Zone[s] shall not exceed 50 percent of the tota1.1ot area.

Provided all other requirements of these Regulations are met, this coverage limit can be
increased to 75 percent for projects directly associated with a program that permanently
preserves large tracts of open space or agricultural land.

c. Gate Houses/Security Structures - In the [IP and] RD/LIZones, the Commission may
reduce or waive front or side line setbacks for gatehouses and security structures other than
residences.

d. Lots on Private Roads - Provided the standards noted below are met and provided special
permit approval is obtained in accordance with Article V, Section B, the Commission may
allow lots to be created offofprivate roads [for business and industrial uses] in the following
zones: B; PB-l, PB-2, PB-3, PB-4, PB-5, 'NB-1, NB-2, PO-I, [PO-2, PO-3,] I, [IP] PVCA
and RD/LI. This regulation allows, under specific standards, lots to be created without
frontage on a Town or State road.

(Note: Subsections 3.d.1 .through 6 shall remain in effect.)

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

11. Revise Article VIII, subsection C.l and 2 to read as follows:

C. Floor Area Requirements
1. Residential

All buildings and structures used as residences shall meet the following minimum livable floor
area requirements:

a. Single-Famlly Dwellings-800 square feet

b. Two-family Dwellings-800 square feet per dwelling unit

c. See specific provisions for DMR, ARH, PVRA, and PRD zones and for multi-family
housing, conversions and efficiency units allowed in other zones.
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2. Business

In all Business, Industrial and Institutional (PB-l through 5, NB-l and 2, B, PO-l [through 3,
IP], RD/LI and 1). zones, each new building shall have a minimum of 500 square feet of floor.
area on the ground level.

ExplanatOlY Note: These revisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

12. Revise Article X, Section A.1 as follows:
a. Delete PO-2- Professional Office-2, PO-3- Professional Office-3, and IP-Industrial Park from the

listing of Design Development Districts.

b. AddPVRA-Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture Zone and PVCA-Pleasant Valley
Commercial/Agriculture Zone to the listing of Design Development Districts.·

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

13. Revise Article X., Section A.2.c to delete in line 10 "Industrial park or" and to change "an" to "a".
Explanatory Note:· Theserevisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above..

14. Revise Article X, Section AA.b to add the following sentences to the end of the second paragraph of this
.subsection:
"A concerted effort shall be made to minimize impervious surfaces and potential stormwater impacts.
Stotmwater management guidelines and best management practices prepared by State and Federal
agencies shall be implemented wherever appropriate, as determined by the Planning and Zoning
Coinmission."

Explanatory Note: These revisions are designed to implement Plan· ofConservation and Development
recommendations regarding storm water managementfor all projects within a design "development
district ";

15. Revise Article X, Section AA.e to delete in line 12 "IF and" and to change "zones" to "zone".
Explanatory Note: These revision~ are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

16. Revise Article X, Section AA.h to deletei:riline 3 "IF or"
Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

17. Revise Article X, Section AA to add a new subsection j to read as follows:

j. Pedestrian/Public Transit Improvements

All developments shall provide appropriate pedestrian and public transit improvements, as
determined by the Co:rn:rnission. The degree of improvements shall be tied to the size and nature of
the development. Trail and sidewalk, bikeway improvements, bicycle racks, bicycle lockers, bus
stops with shelters, and other amenities that promote public transportation and pedestrian and bicycle
traffic may be required.

ExplanatOlY Note: This addition is designed to help implement Plan ofConservation and Development
goals, objectives and recommendations to reduce the needfor vehicular traffic and enhance pedestrian
and bicycle traffic and public transportation opportunities, in all design development districts.
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18. Revise Article X. Section A.5.b (Special Provisions for the Age-Restricted Housing ((ARH)) Zone) to
read as follows:

b~ Density Requirements

The proposed ARH site shall contain [at least 10,000 square feet for each single-family dwelling, at
least 20,000 squarefeetforeac~ two-family dwelling (llld] at least 5,000 square feet of area
exclusive atwater coiIrses, waterbodies, inland wetland soils and slopes of fifteen (15) percent or
more for each proposed dwelling unit [in multi-family residences]. .

Explanatory Note: This revision is designed to implement Plan ofConservation and Development
. goals, objectives and recommendations associated with establishing appropriate residential densities

based on site characteristics and not the nature ofthe dwelling unit.

19. Revise Article X. Section A.5.e, A.6.fand A.7.e.2. (Special Provisions for the Age-Restricted Housing
(ARB), Design Multiple Residence (DMR) and Planned Residence District ((PRD)) Zones) to read as
follows: . . .

D'istance Between Structures

Except as noted below, the distance between any two structures shall be no less than the average
height ofboth, but in no case, less than [30]fifty (50) feet. The Coinmission may vary this spacing
requirement when it determines that such variations will enhance the design of the project without
[detrimentally] significantly affecting either emergency or solar access.

Explanatory Note: This revision updates existing provisions and is designed to enhance emergency and
solar access in higher density residentialprojects.

. .

20. Revise Article X. Section ASh, A.6.i and A.7.eA (Special Provisions for the Age-Restricted Housing
(ARB), Design Multiple Residence (CDMR)) and Planned Residence ((PDR)) Zones) to read as follows:

Courtyards

[Unless specific designs acceptable to the Mansfield Fire Marshal are approved by the Commission,
courts enclosed on all sides shall not be permitted and no open court shall in the least dimension be
less than 40 feet.]

Except as noted below, courts enclosed on all sides shall not be permitted and no open court shall
have a length or width less than fifty (50) feet. The Commission may Vary these requirements when
it determines that such variations will enhance the design of the project without significantly
affecting either emergency or solar access. .

Explanatory Note: This revision updates existingprovisions and is designed to enhance emergency and
solar access in higher density residentialprojects.

21. Revise Article X. Sections A.5.gand A.6.h (Special Provisions for the Age Restricted Housing and
Design Multiple Residence Zones) to read as follows: .

Open SpacelRecreational Facilities

[All multi-family developments shall provide suitable open space and recreation facilities for adults and
children. At least 600 square feet of open space and/or recreational area sha:Il be required for each

. -1?~-
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dwelling unit in the proposed development. Detailed plans and specifications for open space and
recreational improvements shall be required with all applications in an ARB zone. Wherever possible,
any appropriate active recreational facilities shall be screened from residences, driveways, streets and
parking areas.]

All residential developments shall provide appropriate open space and recreation facilities as determined
by the Commission. Atleast 600 or more square feet of open space and/or recreational area shall be
required for each dwelling unit in the proposed development. The appropriateness ofthe proposed open
space and the degree of required improvement shall be tied to the size and nature ofthe development.
For example, for projects with fifty (50) or more dwelling units, swimming pools, club houses, multi-use
ball fields, tennis courts, and/or playgrounds may be required by the Commission. For smaller projects,
trails, garden areas, and multi-use lawn areas may be considered adequate to meet this requirement.
Detailed plans and specifications for proposed or required open space and recreational improvements
shall be shown on project plans. Whenever possible and appropriate, active recreational facilities shall
be screened from residences, driveways, streets, and parking areas.

Explanatorv Note: This revision updates existing provisions and is designed to provide more direction
regarding open space and recreational requirements to prospective developers ofhigher density
residential projects. --

22. Revise existing Article X, Section A.6.b (Special Provisions for the Design Multiple Residence Zone) to
read as follows:

b. Density Requirements

The proposed DMR site shall contain [at least 20,000 square feet for each single-family dwelling, at
least 40;000 ~quare feet for each two-family dwelling and] at least 5,000 square feet of area;
exclusive ofwatercourses, waterbodies, inland wetland soils and slopes of fifteen (15) percent or
more for each proposed dwelling unit [in multi-family residences].

Explanatorv Note: This revision is designed to implement Plan ofConservation and Development
goals, objectives and recommendations associated with establishing appropriate residen,tial densities
based on site characteristics and not the nature ofthe dwellirigunit.

23. Revise existing Article X, Section A.6. (Special Provisions for the Design Multiple Residence Zone) to
add a new subsection j. to read as follows: .

j. Housing Unit Mix Requirements

In addition to addressing the design standards ofArticle X, Section S, all residential development
subjectto this provision are encouraged to provide for a mix ofhousing types, sizes, and designs.
Although, two-family, multi-family and a limited number of single family dwellings maybe
authorized within any development or sub-phase thereof due to Mansfield's limited availability of
public sewer and water service, no more than twenty (20)percent of the units shall be in two-family
and single family dwellings. Row houses or townhouses with more than two dwelling units per
structure shall be considered multi-family dwellings. In addition, no more than twenty-five (25)
percent of the dwelling units shall exceed 2,400 square feet oflivable floor area.

Explanatory Note: This revision is designed to promote Plan ofConservation and Development goals,
objecti~es and recommendations associated with establishing appropriate residential densities and an
appropriate mix ofunit types and sizes.
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24. Revise existing Article X, Section A.6. (Special Provisions for the Design Multiple Residence Zone) to
add a new subsection k. to read as follows:

k. Affordable Housing Requirements

Pursuant to the authority provided by Section 8-2i; of the Connecticut General Statutes, a minimum
of twenty (20)perceritof all dwelling units in aiesidentiar development (or phase thereof) that is
subject to this provision shall be designed, constructed, and marketed for occupancy by low and
moderate income persons. .

To address this requirement, a minimum of twenty (20) percent of the dwelling units in a residential
development, or sub-phase thereof, shall not exceed the following maximum square footage per
dwelling unit requirements:

• Two~family or multi-family units with one bedroom-800 square feet oniy-able floor area
• . Two-family or multi-family units with two bedrooms-I,200 square feet of livable floor area
• Two-family or multi-family units with three or more bedrooms-I,400 square feet of livable floor

area
• Single family dwelling unit with one or two bedrooms- 1,200 square feet of livable floor area
• Single family dwelling umt with three or more bedrooms- 1,400 square feet of livable floor area

In,· addition to meeting these maximum square footage requirements, applicants shall provide specific
information about the location, design and character ofproposed affordable units and shall document
the actions that will be taken to promote and retain occupancy by low and moderate income persons.
Applicants are encouraged to work with Mansfield's Housing Authority, the State Department of
Economic and Community Developmentand other agencies that promote affordable housing
opportunities, and incOIporate deed restrictions, resale, lease, or rental contracts, and/or other
rri~asures to promote this affordable housing objective.

Explanatory Note: This revision is designed to promote Plan ofConservation and Development goals,
objectives and recommendations associated with promoting affordable· housingfor low and moderate
income persons. The revision is designed to minimize enforcement issties. All unit size provisions are
based on existing developments in Mansfield.

25. Revise existing Article X, Section A.8 (to be re-Iettered to AIO) to delete "Industrial Park (IP) and" in
the title line of this subsection and to deletereferences to "IP or" in line 1 of subsection 8a and 8c.

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to proposed zoning map revisions listed in
item A above.

26. Add a new Article X, Section A.8 to read as follows:
8. Special Provisions for the Pleasant Valley Residence/Agriculture (PVRA) zone

a. Water and Sewer Facilities

Except as noted below, all proposed developments in the PVRA zone must be served by public
water and sewer facilities or must be readily connected to such services. "Readily connected" is
defined as that point in time when contracts hav~ been let for c<?nstruction ofpublic sewer and
water facilities requested for connection.. A Certificate of Compliance shall not be issued until
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the site is connected to public water and sewer facilities. Article VII Section K.2.b. authorizes
the commission to waive this requirement.

b. Agricultural Land Preservation Requirements

Pursuant to the Plan of Conservation and Development recommendations, the Commission shall
have the authority to require up to fifty (50) percent of the prime agricultural acreage on a
subject residential development to be permanently preserved for agricultural use. As utilized in
this provision, prime agricultural acreage shall be those areas that-have been cultivated or
otherwise used for agricultural purposes and/or those areas with soils that are classified as "prime
agricultural" by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The location of the agricultural
acreage to be preserved shall be determined by the Commission and may be on other land within
the PVRA under the control of the applicant. With the assistance of Mansfield's Agricultural
Committee, the following area has been designated as a priority agricultural preservation area
within the PVRA zone:

• Land immediately south ofPleasant Valley Road approximately 750 feet west ofMansfield
City Road and immediately east of a signi.ficantcurve in Pleasant Valley Road.

To ensure the permanent preservation of designated agricultural land, conservation easements,
approved by the Commission, shall be filed on the Land Records.. In addition, the Commission
shall have the authority to require the agricultural 1arid to be transferred in title to the Town of
Mansfield or an acceptable organization dedicated to agricultural preservation. Agricultural
easement areas shall be monumented with iron pins and Town Conservations easement markers
shilll be placed every 5.0 to 100 feet around the perimeter boundary of the easement area. The
Town Markers shall be placed on trees, fences, four (4) inch cedar posts or other structures
acceptable to the Commission.

c. Compliance with provisions for the Design Multiple R~sidence Zone (See ArticleX. Section
A.6)
All proposed developments in the PVRA zone shall comply with the density, building height,
floor area, distance between structures, parking, open space/recreational facilities, courtyards,
housing units mix and affordable housing provisions for the Design Multiple Residence Zone

. (see Aliicle X. Section A.6.).

d. Student Housing Restrictions

Housing designed primarily for student occupancy shall not be authorized in this district due to
potential neighborhood compatibility issues.

e. Age Restricted Housing

Dut'? to the proximity of commercial and health care services in southern Mansfield and the
adjacent Town ofWindham and due to the physical characteristics of the Pleasant Valley
Residence Agriculture Zone, the Commission encourages Age Restricted Housing developments
within this district. For age restricted developments the special densityand floor area provisions
for the Age Restricted Housing Zone shall apply (see Article S. Section ASb. arid i.).

Explanatorv Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed zoning map revisions
listed in A above. This section proposes new provisions consistent with the intent for the PVRA zone
as described in item 7 (proposed Article VII, Subsection K).
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27. Add a new Article X, Section A.9 to read as follows:

8. Special Provisions for the Pleasant Valley Commercial/Agriculture (PVCA) zone

a. Water and Sewer Facilities

Except as noted below, all proposed developments in the PVCA zone must be served by public
water and sewer facilities or must be readily connected to such services. "Readily connected" is
defined as that point in time when contracts have been let for construction ofpublic sewer and
water facilities requested for connection. A Certificate of Compliance shall not be issued until
the site is connected to public water and sewer facilities. Article VII Section K.2.b. authorizes
thecOIl1mission to waive this requirement.

b. Building Height Requirements

No building shall exceed three stories or a height of 40 feet.

c. Distance Between Structures

Except as noted below, the distance between any two structures shall be no less than the average
height ofboth, but in no case less than 50 feet. The Commission may vary this spacing
requirement when it determines that such variations will enhance the design ofthe project
without significantly affecting either emergency or solar access.

d:'rCourtyards
)Except as noted below, courts enclosed on all sides shall not be permitted andno open court shall
"have a length or width less than fifty (50) feet. The Commission may vary these requirements

when it determines that such variations will enhance the design of the project without
significantly affecting either emergency or solar access.

e. 'Parking,

Required parking spaces, shall not be allowed on any street or internal roadway and shall be set
back a minimum of 10 feet from principal buildings. All spaces shall comply with the parking
provisions of Article X, Section D and other dimensional requirements of these Regulations.

f. Agricultural Land Preservation Requirements

Pursuant to the Plan ofConservation and Development recommendations, the Commission shall
have the authority to require up to fifty (50) percent of the prime agricultural acreage on a
subject residential development to be permanently preserved for agricultural use. As utilized in
this provision, prime agricultural acreage shall be those areas that have been cultivated or '
otherwise used for agriculturaI purposes and/or those areas with soils that are classified as "prime
agricultural" by the ,Natural Resources Conservation Service. The location of the agricultural
acreage to be preserved shall be determined by the Commission and may be on other land within
the PVDDunder the control of the applicant. With the assistance ofMansfield's Agricultural
Committee, 'the followingarea has been designated as a priority agricultural preservation area
within the PVCA Zone are ~s follows:'

• Land immediately south of Pleasant Valley Road approximately 1,500 feet west ofMansfield
City Road and immediately west of a significant curve in Pleasant Valley Road (former
strawberry field area).

To ensure the p~rmanentpreservation of designated agricultural land, conservation easements, '
approved by the Commission, shall be filed on the Land Records. In addition, the Commission

F:\P&Z\)essie Shea_\REGULATORY REVISION COMM\DRAFT REVJSJONs\l~~UARY 30 2008 DRAFT.doc



shall have the authority to require the agricultural land to be transferred in title to the Town of
Mansfield or an acceptable organization dedicatedto agricultural preservation. Agricultural
easement areas shall be :tn~numentedwith iron pins a~d Town Conservations easement markers
shall be placed. every 50 to 100 feet around the perimeter boundary of the easement area. The
Town Markers shall be placed on trees, fences, four (4) inch cedar posts or other structures
acceptable to the Commission.

g. Buffer from Agricultural Land

Unless specifically waived by the Commission due to site and project characteristics and the
nature of the proposed use all new structures ~hall be set back a minimum ofone hundred (100)
feet from designated agricultural preservation areas and/or existing agricultural uses.

Explanatory Note: These revisions are associated and tied to the proposed zoning map revisions listed
in A above. This section proposes new provisions c.onsistent with.theintentfor the PVCA zone as
described in item 8 (proposed Article VII Subsection U). .

. -110-
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Pleasant Valley Road Area Land Use/Zoning Analysis
(Prepared by R. Favretti and G. Padick)

July 2,.2007

Pursuant to Planning and Zoning Commission discussions during the spring of2007, the Pleasant Valley Road
area, west ofMansfield City Road and bordering Mansfield Avenue, was reanalyzed with respect to:

• . Site and neighborhood characteristics
• Existing and potential zone classifications and associated regulations
• Priority agricultural/open space areas for potential Town acquisition and/or preservation through land use

regulations
• Plan of Conservation and Development goals, objectives and recommendations
• Potential impacts on Town services
• Potential impacts on neighboring land uses

A site/area analysis map was prepared and will be available forreview by Commission members and other
interested persons. The following land use information and recommendations have been prepared for further
consideration:

OVERALL LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS

• The entire area, which is about 165 acres in size, is relatively-flat and within a designated stratified drift
aquifer area. Significant porbons of the area (about 25%) contain inland wetland soils and watercourses
including a segment of Conantville Brook which is a designated flood hazard area.

• Non-wetland portions ofthe area, (about 125 acres) have soils that are considered prime agricultural soils.
Actively tilled areas exist west ofMansfield City Road and south ofPleasant Valley Road to the east of
Conantville Brook and to the west ofMansfield Avehue. Areas east ofMansfield Avenue and west of
Conantville Brook are of an open field character and periodically mowed. Two single-family homes and.
two large poultry houses (previously used agriculturally) exist in this area. An additional single-family .
home exists on the west side ofMansfield Avenue and a single-family home with a commercially used
outbuilding exists at the corner of Mansfield City Road and Pleasant VaJley Road.

• The entire area is within a designated potential public water and sewer service area. Existing sewer and
water lines exist on Mansfield City Road and a sewer force main exists between Route 6 and this area.
Existing land uses in Windham along Mansfield Avenue are served by public sewer and water. Except for
the sewer forcemain, the capacity of other existing utility lines is uncertain. To serve the subject area
significant alterations of existing lines may be necessary. . .

• Based on Plan of Conservation and Development mapping, there are no significant historic structures or
sites in the area.

• The subject area is not served by existing or planned public transit services.
• Pleasant Valley Road has limited width and numerous curves~ Mansfield City Road, particularly north of

Independence Drive (Freedom Green) is of similar character. There are no current plans to widen Of alter
these roads. Mansfield Avenue was widened and upgraded in the 1990's.

• All roadways in the subject area are actively used by pedestrians and bicyclists. Pleasant Valley Road and
Mansfield City Road are Mansfield designated bicycle routes.

• Significant portions of the area have noteworthy scenic character. In particular, areas abutting Pleasant
Valley Road are within a significant viewshed area which extends south of Stearns Road and west of
Mansfield City Road. -131-



SUB-DISTRICT LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS

Based on existing land uses and site/neighborhood characteristics, the overall review area, can be considered as
four distinct sub-districts. The following land use considerations are organized by sub-district.

1. Land immediately west of Mansfield City Road; currently zoned PO-3; about 45 acres in size.

• Large wetland system (25 +/- acres) distinctly separates Mansfield City Road frontage from Pleasant
Valley Road frontage.

• Existing tilled agricultural 1andalong MansfIeld City Road (10 +/- acres) abuts existing multi-family
housing (Freedom Green) and ECSU ball fields. This area is adjacent to existing public sewer and water
services. This area is not proximate to other agricultural areas.

• An existing house and commercially used barn on a 2 acre lot at the corner of Mansfield City Road and
Pleasant Valley Road are non-conforming with respect to existing zoning.

• Existing tilled agriculturallancl south ofPieasant Valley Road (5 +/- acres) abuts other existing
agricultural land. This area is not adjacentto existing water and sewer lines.

2. Land south of Pleasant Valley Road, east of Conantville Brook; currently zoned IP; about 40 acres in
size.

• This area is bordered by wetlands to the east, south and west which provide '!- significantbuffer or
separation from existing and potential residential or commercial uses.

• Existing tilled agricultural land south ofPleasant Valley Road (15 +/- acres) abut e~isting agricultural
land to the north and northeast. This area does not abut existing residences and has significant scenic
value.

• 1934 aerial maps indicate that portions of the forested areas to the south of the tilled agricultural land
(20 +/- acres) were historically used for active agricultural purposes.

• This area is not adjacent to existing sewer and water lines.

3. Land south of Pleasant Valley Road, east of Mansfield Avenue and west ofConantville Brook;
currently zoned IP; about 60 acres insize.· .

• Northern portions of this district contain two existing houses and are proximate to areas with existing
low density residential and existing agricultural uses. Undeveloped areas are of an open field character
that has scenic value.

• Central portions of this district contains two large poultry houses no longer in agricultural use.
Undeveloped areas are of an open field character and, in general this area is less visible from adjacent
streets and is more distant from existing residential and active agricultural areas. This area is adjacent to
the existing sewer force main and proximate to potential extensions of public water and sewer along
Mansfield Avenue.

CI Southern and eastern portions of this area have extensive wetlands.

4. Land south of Pleasant Valley Road, west of Mansfield Avenue; zoned IP; about 20 ·acres in size.

• Northern portions of this district contain tilled agricultural land (9+/- acres) and are adjacentto other
agricultural land and low density residential uses. This area is not adjacent to existing sewer and water
lines.

• Southern portions of this district contain an existing single family home on a 1 acre lot and extensive
wetlands.

-132-



RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations have been prepared based on the land use considerations noted in this report
and further consideration of potential land use impacts on Town services, potential impacts on neighboring
property owners and the goals, objectives and recommendations contained in Mansfield's Plan of Conservation
and Development. If zoning related recommendations are considered appropriate by the Planning and Zoning
Commission, the Regulatory Review Committee should be asked to work with staff to prepare draft revisions to
the Mansfield Zoning Map and Zoning Regulations.

1. Rezone existing PO-3 zone to a new multi-family housing/agricultural and open space preservation
classification that incorporates provisions similar to the previously proposed Pleasant Valley Design
District.

Rationale: Areas along Mansfield City Road are most'appropriate for multi-family residential uses due to '
the nature of abutting uses and the proximity ofpublic sewer and water service. Areas along Pleasant
Valley Road are most appropriate for agricultural preservation.

2. Town ownership or purchase of development rights should be considered for existing agricultural areas,
immediately south ofPleasant Valley Road, particularly the areas east ofConantville Brook.

Rationale: This area is consid~red the highest priority area for potential agricultural preservation based on
existing agricultural use, scenic ~haracterand separation from existing, or potential resjdential or commercial
uses. Ifnot purchased by the Town these areas should be the highest priorities for protection/preservation
through new regulatory provisions.

3. Rezone existing IP area east of Mansfield Avenue to a new non-retail commercial zone classification with
regulatory provisions designed to cluster commercial uses in the central ,and south western quadrant ofthis
area in the vicinity of the existing coops. Similar to the previously proposed Pleasant Valley Special Design
District, regulations should require signification portions of agricultural land to be preserved with the
highest priority to be given to existing tilled land south of Pleasant Valley Road and other areas south of
Pleasant Valley Road ad;acent to existing low density residential uses. Permitted uses, authorized by
Special Permit, should be oriented toward office and research uses and should not allow high traffic
generating uses. Consideration should be given to allowing automotive service uses and'contractor storage
uses which are not allowed in other Mansfield zones.

Rationale: This recommendation is based on the proximity of an existing sewer line, the lack of similar
non-retail oriented commercial zones in Mansfield and the ability of this area to be buffered and screened
from existing residential' and agricultural land uses. It is noted that the Plan of Conservation and
Development includes other potential locations for higher density housing including the Storrs Downtown
area and mixed use areas in the StoITs/Conantville Road area and in the Four Comers area that are served by
public transit and within existing or potential public sewer and water service areas.

4. Rezone existing IP area west of Mansfield Avenue to RAR-90.

Rationale: This area abuts existing agricultural land and low density residential uses and it is not adjacent
to existing public sewer and water services. Existing RAR-90 zoning would authorize the PZC to requiTe
clustering onlacre lots and preservation of a portion of the existing tilled agricultural land.
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Pleasant Valley Road Area Land Use/Zoning Analysis
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pursuant to Plamiing and Zoning Commission discus§ions during the spring of2007, the Pleasant Valley Road
area, west ofMansfield City Road and bordering Mansfield Avenue, ~asreanalyz.edwith respect to:

,. Site and neighborhood characteristics
• Existing and potential zone classifications and associated regulations .
• Priority agricultural/open space areas for potential Town acquisition and/or preservation through land use

regulations
• Plan of Conservation and Development·goals,.obj ectives and recommendations
• Potential impacts on Town services
• Potential impacts on neighboring land uSes .

A site/area analysis map was prepared and will be available for review by Gornmi~sionme~bers and other
interested persons. The following land use information and recommendations have been prepared for further
consideration: ..

OVERALL LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS

• The entire area, which is about 165 acres in size,· is relatively flat and witlrin a designated stratified drift
aquifer area. Significant portions of the area (about 25%) contain inland wetland soils and watercourses
including a segment of Conantville Brook which is a designated flood hazard area.'

.' Non-wetland portions of the area, (about 125 acres) have soils that are considered prime agricultural soils.
Actively tilled areas exist west ofMans£ield City Road and south ofPleasant Valley Road to the east of
Conantville Brook and to the west ofMansfield Avenue. Areas east ofMansfield Avenue and west of
Conantville Brook are of an open field character and periodically mowed~ Two single-family homes and
two large poultry houses (previously used agriculturally) exist in this area. An additional single-family
home exists on the west side ofMansfield Avenue and a single-family home with a cOIlllllercially used
outbuilding exists at the comer ofMansfield City Road and Pleasant Valley Road.

,. The entire area is within a designated potential public water and sewer service area. Existing sewer and
water lines exist on Mansfield City Road and a sewer force main exists between Route 6 and this area.
Existing land uses in Windham along Mansfield Avenue are served by public sewer and water. Except for
the sewer force main, the capacity of other existing utility lines is uncertain. To serve the subject area
significant alterations of existing lines may be necessary.

• Based on Plan of Conservation and Development mapping, there arena significant hlstoric structures or
sites in the area.

• The',sllbjectarea is not served by existing or p.lanned public transit services.
• Pleasant Valley Road has limited width and numerous curves. 'Mansfield City Road, particularly north of

Independence Drive (Freedom Green) is of similar character. There are no current plans to widen or alter
these roads. Mansfield Avenue was widened and upgraded in the 1990's.

;; All roadways in the subject area are actively used by pedestrians and bicyclists. Pleasant Valley Road and
Mansfield City Road are Mansfield designated bicycle routes.

• Significant portions of the area have notewort):ly .;;ceniccharacter. In particular, areas abutting Pleasant
Valley Road are withiTI a significant viewshedarea which extends south of-Steams Road and we~t of

Mansfield City Road.



SUB-DISTRICT LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS

Based on existing land uses and site/neighborhood characteristics, the overall review area, can be considered as
four distinct sub-districts. The following land use considerations are organized by sub-district

1. Land immediately west of Mansfield City Road; currently zoned PO-3; about 45 acres in size.

• Large wetland system (25 +/- acres) distinctly separates Mansfield City Road frontage from Pleasant
V8.lley Road frontage.

• Existing tilled agncultoralland along Mansfield City Road (10 +/- acres) abuts existing multi-family
housing (Freedom Green) and ECSU ball fields. Tills area isadjacentto existing public sewer and water
services. Tills area is not propmate to other agricultural areas.

• An existing house and commercially used barn on a 2 acre lot at the corner ofMansfield City Road and
Pleasant Valley Road are non-confornring with respect to existing zoning.

• Existing tilled agricultural land south ofPle~santValley Road (5 +/- acres) abuts other existing
agricultural land. This area is not adjacent to existing water and Sewer lines.

2. Land south of Pleasant Valley Road, east of Conantville Brook; currently zoned IP; about 40 acres in
, ,

size.

• This area is bordered by wetlands to the east, south and west which provide a significant buffer or
separation from exlsting and potential resideptial or commercial uses. .

• Existing tilled agricultural land south of Pleasant Valley Road (15 +/- ac!es) abut existing agricultural
land to the north and northeast. ,This area does 'not abut existing residences and has significant sc(::nic
value.

• '1934 aerial maps indicate that portions of the forested areas to the south ofthe tilled agricultural land
(20+/- acres) were historically used for active agricultural purpos~s. , .

• This area is not adjacent to existing sewer, and water lines.

3. Land south' of Pleasant Valley Road, east of Mansfield Avenue and west of Conantville Brook;
currently zoned IF; about 60 acres in size.' ., .. ' .

• Northern portions of this district contain two existing houses and are proximate to areas with existing
low density residential and existing agricultural uses. Undeveloped areas are of an open field character
that has scenic value. "

• Central portions ofthis district contains two large poultry houses no longer in agricultural use.
Undeveloped areas are of an open field character and, in general this area is less visible from adjacent'
streets and is more distant from existing residential and active agricultural areas. ,This area is adjacent to
the existing sewer force main and proximate to potential extensions ofpublic water and sewer along
Mansfield Avenue.

• Southern and eastern portions of this area have extensive wetlands.

4. Land south of Pleasant Valley Road, west of Mansfield Avenue; zoned IP; about20acres in size.

• Northern portions of this district contain tilled agricultural land (9+1- acres) and are adjacent to other
agricultural land and low d~~sity residential uses. This area.is not adjacent to existing sewer and water'

lines.
.. Southern portions of this district contain an existing single family home on a 1 acre lot and extensive

wetlands.
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~ECOMMENDATIONS

'he following recommendations have been prepared based on the land use considerations ~oted in this report
nd further consideration of potential land use impacts on Town services, potential impacts on neighboring
roperty owners and the goals, objectives and recommendations contained in Mansfield's Plan of Conservation
nd Development. Ifzoning related recommendations are considered appropriate by the Planning and Zoning
:ommission, the Regulatory Review Committee should be asked to work with staff to prepare draft revisions to
he Mansfield Zoning Map and Zoning Regulations. ...

Rezone existing PO-3 zone to a new multi-family housing/agricultural arid open space preservation
classification that incorporates. provisions similar to the previously proposed Ple.asant VaUeyDesign .
District. . .

Rationale: Areas along Mansfield City Road are most appropriate for multi-family residential uses due to
the natUre of abutting uses and the proximity ofpublic sewer and water service. Areas along Pleasant
Valley Road are most appropriate for agricultural· preservation. .

~. Townownersmp or purchase of development rights should be considered for existing agricultural areas
immediately south ofPleasant Valley Road, particularly the areas east of Conantville Brook.

Rationale: This area is considered the highest priority area for potential'agiiculnrral preservation based on
existing agricultural use, scenic character and separation from existing or potential residential or commercial
:uses. Ifnotpurchased by the Town these areas should be the highest priorities for.protection/preservation .
through new regulatory provisions.

3. Rezone existing IF area east ofMansfield Avenue to a new non-retail commercial zone classification with
regulatory provisions designed to cluster commercial uses in the central and south western quadrant ofthis ..
area in the vicinitY ofthe existing coops. Similar to: the previously proposed Pleasant Valley Special Design
Distritt, regulations should require signification portions .of agricultural land to be preserved with the
hlghest priority to be given to existing tilled land south ofPleasant Valley Road and other areas south of
Pleasant Valley Road adjacent to existinglow density residential uses. Permitted uses, authorized by
Special Permit, should be oriented toward office and research uses and should not allow high traffic

.. generating uses. Consideration should be given to allowing automotive service uses and contractor storage
uses which aTe notallowed in other Mansfield zones.

.Rationale: This recommendation is based on the proximity of an existing sewer line, the lack of similar
non-retail oriented co~ercial zones in Mansfield and the ability ofthis area to be buffered and screened·
from existing residential and agricultu~alland uses. It is noted that the Plan of Conservation and
Development includes other potential locations for higher density housing including the Storrs Downtown
area and mixed use areas in the Storrs/Conantville Road area and in the Four Comers area that are served by
public transit and within existing or potential public sewer and water service areas.

4. Rezone existing IP area west ofMansfield Avenue to RAR-90.

Rationale: This area abuts existing agriculhlraJ land and low density residential uses and it is not adjacent
to existing public sewer and water services. Existing RAR-90 zoning would .authorize the PZC to require
clustering on 1 acre lots and preservation of a portion of the existing tilled agriculmralland.
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TOWN OF MANSFIELD

PROPOSED BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR

BY TOWN COUNCIL

200812009

Item #22

DATE SUBJECT LOCATION

Feb. 19 (Tues.) Financial Overview Manstield Public Library
6:00 PM Program Room

Mar. 24 (Mon.) Budget Presented to Town Council Council Chambers 1$
6:00 PM Issues and Options

General Government

Mar. 26 (Wed.) Town-Wide Council Chambers
6:00 PM Public Safely

Revenues

Operating Transfers Out
Debt Service

Intemal Service Funds

Mar. 31 (Mon.) Public Works Council Chambers
6:00 PM Solid Waste

Capital Projects

CNR

Town Aid

Apr. 2 (Wed.) Manstield Board of Education Council Chambers
6:00PM Daycare

Apr. 7 (Mon.) Public Information Session Mansfield Comm Ctr
7:00 PM Arts and Crafts Room

Apr. 16 (Wed) Library Location TBD
6:00PM Area Agency Contributions

Community Development

Recreation

Apr. 17 (Thurs.) Public Heating Council Chambers
6:00 PM Health and Social Services

Community Services

Apr. it (Mon.) Adoption of Budget and Manstield COlllm Ctr
6:00 PM Recommended Appropriations Arts and Crafts Room

Apr. 23 (Wed.) Adoption of Budget and Council Chambers
6:00 PM Recommended Approptiations

. (if necessary)

May I (Thurs.) Public Information Session Council Chambers
7:00 PM

May 5 (Mon.) Region #19 Annual District Meetin[ E.O. Smith High School

7:30 PM Media Center

May 6 (Tues.) Town Meeting Manslield Middle School

8:00 PM

May 6 (Tues.) Region #19 Budget Referendum
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Item #23

TOWN OF'MANSFIELD,CONNECTICUT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Developmentof a Residential Facility for Independent and Assisted Living for Seniors

SUBMISSIONDEADLINE: March 28, 2008

SUBMISSION CONTACT AND ADDRESS:
Mr. Kevin Grunwald

Director of So,cial SerVices
Town of Mansfield

4 South Eagleville Road
Mansfield, Connecticut 06268;.2599

, (860) 429.:.3314
grunwaldk@'mansfieldc1:org

, ,

Proposals will be' accepted in print and/o,relectronic format.

I. Purpose " ','
The Town of Mansfield is seeking written proposals from experienced developers,
organizations, orteall1S of such'organizations, who have demonstrated interest through a
process of a Request for Qualifications in developing and operating a "stand-alone""
Independent/Assisted Living facility for ,seniors. For purposes of this project, the developer
should use the term "assisted living" to'encompass services as defined by the State of CT,
'Department of Public Health.

It Background
The Town of Mansfield, Connecticut has a population of approximately 25,000 and is located,
in the northeastern comer of the state, approximately 25 miles east of Hartford. The town
operates LInder the provisions, of its Charter and the General Statutes ofthe State of
Connecticut. Since 1970; when the town established thecouncil/manager form of ,
government, the legislative power of the town has been vestedin 'a nine'-member Town,
Council, elected at large for terms ,of two years, ,and the annual town meeting. The Mayor is
elected ,by majority vote'ofthe" Gouncil. TherTown Council'also appoints the Town Man'ager, '
who serves as the chief executive officer ofthe town.

, '

. ~;

.~.

Home to the, University of Connecticut (UConn), Mansfieh;toffers all the cultural attractions of a
majoruniversity within a rural setting. With over 5,000 emplOyees, many ofwhom are
residents of Mansfield, UConn is a major employer for the town and the region.
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Mansfield is a community that experiences slow,· but stable residential growth. The town's
commercial and industrial sectors are limited. However, in partnership with th~ university, local
business and its residents, the town has establish~d a non-profit corporation (the Mansfield
Downtown Partnership, Inc.) that is charged with facilitating the development of a $220 million
project to construct a mixed-use village center that will offer many additional amenities to the
community. .

Mansfield is an attractive place for senior and older adults to reside, and the town has a strong
interest in encouraging senior tesidential options and opportunities beyond what the '
community currently has to offer.

III. Current Status of the Project
, ,

In 2005 the Town of Mansfield contracted with Brecht 'Associates, inc. to co~duct a market
stUdy to evaluate the potential for developing various types of senior housing communities in
the Town. That study indicated that based on qualitative interviews, site analysis, and results
of the demand analyses for active adult, independent and assisted living, the conditions are
favorable for the development of such projects~ This stUdy should be referenced in your
proposal.

On February 12 of 2007 the Mansfield Town Council passed a resolution in which they
indicated their interest in recruiting and selecting a qualified developer to construct and,
operate anindependentlassisted living facility wi~hin the Town of Mansfield. The resolution
provided for the formation of an advisory committee to release an RFQ, develop a "short list" of
developers, develop and release an RFP, anc;l to refer aqualified developer to the Town·
Council who will select a preferred developer for the project. This advisory committee has
been meeting regularly since March of 2007, and has done an extensive review of national
and regional developers of senior residences. At this time the committee,has identified a
"short list" of developers, and is releasing this RFP to thQse developers that have .
demOnstrated both an interest in this project and an operating philosophy that is consistent.
with that of the committee. . .' , '

The Town will assist the preferred developer in identifying and acquiring an appropriate site for
the project. Preliminary work has already taken place regarding 'identification of landwith
access to university sewer and water. At this point, the town sees itself only as a potential
facilitator, and not a developer, of an Independentl~ssisted living project in Mansfield.

IV. Selection of the Successful Proposer
, ,

This Request for Proposal seeks to identify a firm capable of working with the Town of
Mansfield to assess our projectfeasibility and toassuine full responsibilitY for planning,
developing, marketing and managing the Project. The Town is interested in partnering with a
developer who is innovative, will ,maximize coordination with the University of Connecticut and
develop a facility that meets the needs of residentsin the area. If desired, respondents may
include other firms undertaking any component of the services on a jointventure basis.
However, such other finns should be Gle~rly identified, including experience and credentials,
and the allocation of,duties and responsibilities among the participants in any such joint
venture should be clearly indicated.
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The Town Council shall be so.lely responsible for selecting the successful respondent. Criteria
for selection will incluge the following, among other factors: . .

a)
b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

The responsiveness of the proposal (see components of Section V.);
The demonstrated knowledge; experience and ability of the respondent to
finance the project and provide the servic~s required; .
The experience and track record of the re'spondent in providing similar services
for similar projects;. . '. .
The experience and track record of the specific individuals identified in the
proposal as being primarily responsible for the delivery of services for the
Project;·· .
The demonstrated commitment of the respondent to work Closely with key
stakeholders including elected officials, the Advisory Committee,
representatives of the University of Connecticut and th~ staff of the Town of
Mansfield;' . . . .
The strength of references from similar sponsoring organizations for which the
respondent (inclUding the individuals identified a~ provided in d) above) has
provided similar services; and
The 'priority and commitment to the success of the Project given'by the. .
respondent, as evidenced by its responses to this Request for Proposal, and by
personal interviews; . .
The overall merits. of the proposal relative to the ne~ds of the community.

It is expected that one or more firms responding to this Request for Proposal will be invited to
meet with representatives of the Advisory'Committee, the Town Gounci.' and staff of the Town
of Mansfield.

V. Proposed Project Concept

Please use this section of the proposal to describe in detail the project that you would propose.
to build in Mansfield. Be as specific as.possible, and please b~sure to address the following
issues: ,.,c.· '. -'". .

• An overview of the project.
• Your overall philosophy and approach to senior residence development and

management.
• Your experience in working with municipalities.
• Site selection, facility design, and utilityneeds for this specific project.
• Experience with "green building" approaches and plans for energy conservation

methods and overall design focused on environmental sustainability.
• How the project would be financed.
• Key components of your approach to the process of developing this :project.
• Findings of any market feasibility studies tAat you,have condu9ted, including

demographic research, competitive analysis, and any comments regarding the'findirlgs
of the Brecht report.. .....

I!l The unique needs of a senior 'residef)ce in this town, as you understand them.
• . Anticipated services to be offered to residents,and a proposed pricing structure.
•. .Proposed staffing model for this facility.

-141-
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• Alliances' or partnerships that you would,propose with exis~ing providers in the area,
including skilled nursing facilities, physicians, the Mansfield Senior Center and the
Mansfield Community Center.

• A plan to provide a continuum of care for residents who would require ahigher level of
care than the servic~s available'through the facility.

• 'A plan to develop relationships with the University of Connecticut, incluqing utilizing this
facility as a site for practicunis anq internships for students. How would you assist the
residents iii accessing the educational and cultural offerings of the university?

• The role of a local advisory committee relative to this facility.

VI. Experience
Please respond, as appropriate, to the following items in your proposal:

A., Expertise/Management
1 ~ Provide the name,' address, phone and fax numbers, and email address of the principal

clientcontact(s) at your firm, as well as a brief resume of the contact(s) including years
of service with your firm. '

2. Provide a brief summary of your firm's experience in th~senior residential services,
industry and any other information thatwould assist the Town in evaluating the

'expertise of your organization and its ability to deliver the services described in this
RFP.

3. Provide a list of recently completed assignments andyour current retirement
community and active adult community clients, as well as related contact information.

4. What experience do you have in establishing and managing the architectural,
construction, engineering and design of similar projects?

5. What is your experience in provjdi~g ,management services? Please provide references
for all facilities that you are currently managing. ,

6. What is your experience in completing yourprojects within the costs outlined in the
construction contract? '_

7. What experience do you have in, developing c;lnoverall program for the design and
engineering, of a community from information derived from the planning process?

-'Givenwhat you know about this community, what are some key elements that you
wouldwarit to integrate into your planning for this facility? "

8. Please prOvide information ,on key staff with particUlar focus on financjng,
management, construction costs, design and resident programs.

9. What staff training programs do you provide?, How do you handle the initial staff
training?' ,"

10. What are the rates of staff turnover at facilities thatyou currently operate?
11. What professional licenses does your management staff maintain?

B.Rnandng , ,
1. What experience do you have with'various financing methods?
2. Have any ofyour projects gone into default on debt? .Please explain.
S. What are your company's measures of financial stability/growth? '
4. Please provide a copy of your company's most recent audited financial report.

C. Marketing
1. Give examples of similar project and the time taken to reach marketing objectives.
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2. Plea$e outline yourmarketingprogram:' How wouldyou customize this for a project
located in' a university community?

3. Describe your role in developing collateral material, advertising, etc.
4. Describe your services for training marketing personnel. '
5. Identify the roles you assum~ in establishing a marketing office.
6. Please identify any unique and sophisticated programs cmd/or software that you utilize

in your marketing programs.

VII. Other
, "

Please include any additional information thatyou believ~ would be of value in the ~ssessment

ofyour firm's capabilities.

Summary ,
The developer should submit a letter of interest responding to the items enumerated in the
Scope of Proposal to Mr. Kevin Grunwi;lld, Director of Social Services, not later than 12:00
p.m. on Friday, March 28,2008 (see address and contact information on,page 1).

The town will evaluate responding 'firms based on technical competence, the 'capacity to
perform the work within a reasonable time, past record of performance and demonstrated'
knowledge. The selected firm must be able to meet all town, state and federal affirmative
action and equal employment opportunity practices and guidelines.

The town does not expressly state or imply any obligation or intent to reimburse responding
firms for any expenses incurred in preparing sUbmissi~ns in response to this request. The
town reserves the right to reject any or all submissions, to select a firm in a manner that is
advantageoLis to the town and to waive all formalities in the bidding.

The Town of Mansfield is proud to be an equal employment opportunity employer.

Please address any questions related to this RFP to Kevin Grunwald ,at (860)449-3314 or via
email at grunwaldk@mansfieldct.org. ' ,
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Item #24

TOWN OF MANSFIELD
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Wuuderley Stauder, Chair

February 7, 2008

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary
The Honorable Andrew 1. McDonald, State Senate, Co-chair
The Honorable Michael P. Lawlor, State Representatiye, Co~chair

Joint Standing Committee on Public Safety and Security
The Honorable Eileen M. Daily, State, Senate, Co-chair
The Honorable Stephen D. Dargan, State Representative, Co-chair

Re: Annual Report for 2007

Dear Co-chair and Committee members:

AUDREY P. BECK BUILDING
FOUR SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD
MANSFIELD, CT 06268-2599
(860) 429-3336
Fax: (860) 429-6863

In accordance with Section 18-81h ofthe Connecticut General Statues, the Public Safety Committee
of the Town of Mansfield hereby submits its report due for 2007.

As set out within the statute, the mission of Mansfield's Public Safety Committee is to review safety
and security concerns related to our local correctional facility, the Donald T. Bergin Correctional
Institution. The membership'of our Public Safety Committee is comprised of Warden Eileen
Higgins of Bergin CI,as well as eleven citizen representatives appointed by the Mayor of the Town
of Mansfield. Our committee meets on a quarterly basis during the months of January, April, July
and October.

The current capacity of Bergin CI is 962 inmates, and the population has consistently remained
close to that level over the past few years. However, for much of 2007 we retained an overflow
population that pushed the overall capacity to 1,090.

2007 accomplishments of the Committee included:
• Notified citizens that the emergency notification phone system would be tested;
• Approved fence-design and installation of additional razorwire around the perimeter of

the facility; presented proposal to Town'Council, whom endorsed the design and
installation proposal;

• Toured the DBCI facility twice; observed programming and interacted with staff and
inmates;

• Maintained a good working relationship between the community and DBCI; the
Committee appreciates and supports the outreach program; .

• Streamlined meetings by having 'Public Safety Committee absorb agenda topics
previously conducted during CorrectiOlial Facility Liaison Committe~meetings;

C:\Documcnts and Scttings\capriolame.!vlANSFIELD\Local Settings\Ttiln14!iry Internet Filcs\OLK23\AnnuaIReport-2007.doc



• and no escapes occurred from DBCr.

For the coming year, the committee plans to focus on monitoring the overflow imnate population,
with regard to its impact upon the community and Bergin CI. Also, we do have afunctional
community notification system in place, but it may be time to look at upgrading that system to a
newer technology, such as reverse 911. .

Another concern that we face every year is the Department of Correction's continued ability to
maintain an appropriate level of staff, including educational personnel, at BerginCr. Warden
Higgins and her staff are very careful to adhere to the appropriate admission criteria. The
educational programming at Bergin CI is ofgood quality, and it is important to our COlllillittee to
maintain this level of programming to encourage restorative justice and to facilitate the
development of skills necessary to deter recidivism.

2008 initiatives will include:
• Touring the DBCI facility;
• Re-testing the emergency notification phone system;
• Drafting an interest aliicle for town residents, to be published in the "Mansfield Record

Online";
• and introducing new DBCI command staff to the PubliG Safety Committee.

In closing, I wish to emphasize that the Department of Con-ection and the Town of Mansfield enjoy
a productive working relationship. Bergin CI has often demonstrated its willingness to be a "good
neighbor," and has frequently donated the services of a community outreach work detail to assist
with tasks such as roadside clean up. We do our best to work colla.boratively to address issues of
concern and to continue Bergin CI's reputation as a pre-release model for the State of Comlecticut.

Please contact Ms. Maria Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager, at (860) 429-3336 with any
questions or concerns regarding this repmi.

Sincerely,

W~S:r~
Wunderley Stauder
Chair

CC: 'Matthew W. Hart, Town Manager
Ms..Maria·Capriola, Assistant to Town Manager
Mansfield Public Safety Committee
Mansfield.Town CoUncil .
State Senator Donald E. Williams
State Representative Denise W. Merrill
Commissioner Theresa C. Lantz, Department of Correction
Deputy Cmllinissioner Brian K. MurphY,Department ofCorrection
Warden Eileen Higgins, Donald T. Bergin Correctional Institute
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Item #25

'~P~ease take th~.tim~ to review 'OUI upcomi~geve~ts for'
. " the new year ahead of lU;',

,. ,February Wedn'esday, Rebrl.lary 6 - BWP @Swift Water Artisans.
-, 2008 :. Wednesday., February 20 ~'AnnuaLBoa~dMeeting @Ec;i.stern CT State

UciversitY's Student Center·'" -'., '

Wednesday, 'February 27 ~ BWP hosted 'by Hebro~ Busine~s Pto£essio~al
,, \. Association @'Hebron Trav'el . ~. ," ~ \' "

:=======~

( ...,

'. March'
2008.. .-

. .April .
2008

,.

May
.,2,008 :

1-

·June

,
20Q8

September I

'2008
I •

November
.' 2008

Saturday & SUJ.].day, March 1-2 -:. ,Home &. Business Expo
Wedn~~day,'March26 ~ BWP @V\!irelessZone. 6f.Windha~

Thursday, April 17 - General Cable Legislative P~aI).t Tour @8AM -

,I ~-,

- Tuesday" May 13 - Blls~ess ~vyards'(Location T~D) - ..
\~h2qnesday, J.\1ay 14 ,:,,'ByVP@ VVindJ-..ain,Are:a Arts Collaborative c

Saturday, M'ay 17 - RiverFest" '.

Wednesday, Jime i 1·-:- 'BWP @Windham Cominunity Membrial Hospital
. . ,'" . . ,--

Wed~J.e.sday, September 10. - 20u<AimualGoif Tournament
Sunday, September28 - Antique~C~r & Motorty~le Sho'w'
. -," \ . .

r.· . _..

Friday" November 7 -4th Apnwil Beer,& Wine Tasting .

'.

\ '

"

Pleisecontactthe Chamber at 42~-6389 for any information :J;egarding the~e

events or visit our website @www.-wmdhamcharilbet.com .

THE -CHAMBER OF Co.MMERCE" INC:
, I

W I· 'N' 'D H A 'M
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	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	1.	Communications Advisory Committee (Item #8, 01-14-08 Agenda)
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