Public Hearing Remarks by Mona Friedland
June 9, 2014

I am speaking to you today as a resident of the Town of Mansfield and
also as a member of the board of the Mansfield Downtown Partnership. I
have watched, with enthusiasm, the evolution of Storrs Center and want
it to be a welcoming and vibrant part of our town. In that vein, I feel it is
essential that the Town of Mansfield establish an ordinance that
prohibits smoking in the new Town Square.

It appears that the Town is considering a prohibition against smoking
in all town parks and outdoor recreation facilities, which I also support.
However, if this broader view of the issue becomes a barrier to its
passage, | would suggest that the Town establish a stand-alone
ordinance for the Town Square, which is a much more manageable
space to monitor. I feel this should be acted upon quickly so that a
smoke-free environment can be created which is welcoming to all.

In a letter to the Town Council dated March 27, 2014, I addressed the
viability of this ordinance for the protection of the health of our
residents. If young and old alike are to utilize the Town Square for fairs,
festivals, art shows, musical performances and more, I feel such an
ordinance is essential. We are all aware of the deleterious effects of
secondhand smoke, and the upper courts have prevailed on challenges
to these types of ordinances for outdoor public spaces.

Let us set a good example for other towns in the region, and protect the
health of our residents, by restricting smoking in the new Town Square.
Thank you.



NOTES:

1) From USA Today, Nov. 14,2012- “Smoking bans quickly and
dramatically cut the number of people hospitalized for heart
attacks, strokes and respiratory diseases such as asthma and
emphysema. “

2) From Web MD- “When you breathe in smoke that comes from the
end of a lit cigarette, cigar, or pipe (side-stream smoke) or that is
exhaled by a smoker (mainstream smoke), you're inhaling almost
the same amount of chemicals as the smoker breathes in. Tobacco
smoke contains more than 4,000 different chemical compounds,
more than 50 of which are known to cause cancer.

3) From Global Advisors Smokefree Policy Website- Outdoor
smoking is a public health hazard. Secondhand smoke (SHS)
exposure outdoors can harm nonsmokers, plus smoking materials
harm the environment. Concentrations of outdoor secondhand

- smoke can be as high as indoor concentrations, depending on
where the smoking is taking place and the amount of secondhand
smoke present.

Throughout the United States, hundreds of local governments
have enacted smoke-free air legislation for outdoor areas,
especially recreational facilities like parks, playgrounds, and
beaches, as well as school grounds and near buildings.

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) supports
smoke-free parks. On August 6, 2012, the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) launched the "Protecting Your
Children from Tobacco"” webpage, which provides
recommendations to parents on how to help children stay
tobacco-free. Included in the category "What your Community Can
Do to Help Prevent Youth Tobacco Use" is to "Ban smoking in
public places—such as workplaces, schools... and parks".

Outdoor smoke-free ordinances have been upheld in court. The US
District Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit, which represents Eastern
Missouri, upheld the lower court's dismissal of a lawsuit involving a
plaintiff who challenged a city ordinance in Clayton, which prohibits
outdoor smoking in city parks. Both court decisions supported the right
of municipalities to pass ordinances restricting smoking in outdoor
public places. (November 8, 2012 court decision)



Prohibitions:
G. Use or possession of explosives, firearms and/or fireworks.

Regarding the proposal lettered G, I request that the term firearms be
removed and an amended statement be added to state: “Firearms by
permit only.” If you prefer, you may drop this entirely since that is
already covered by Connecticut Statutes.

Regarding proposal lettered O.
O. Smoking and use of tobacco/nicotine products.
I preface this by stating that I am not a smoker. I quit in 1979.

Smoking is a legal activity and should not be the subject of arbitrary
prohibition by this or any other town council. Connecticut has its
roots in the tobacco industry and remains a major producer of the
leaf to this day. As a non smoker, I can appreciate the desire of
others to breathe air that is unpolluted by smoke but we are talking
about an outdoor area, well away from the requirements of anyone
else being forced to remain in one spot near a smoker. You are free
to move about and seek cleaner air just like you are free to move
away from an area where natural rotting vegetation is unpleasant to
smell.

It is an outrageous act of sheer bullying by this council to ban a legal
activity such as smoking. And what about the poor resident who has
decided to quit smoking and is using the nicotine patches, which you
are now ready to ban in town parks. The wording of your proposal
now forbids medical treatment to curb smoking while in a town
park.
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The matter of enforcement now rears its head. Someone sees a
smoker lighting a tobacco product at Mt Hope Park and does what?
Calls the police? With a 20 minute estimate response time to a -
murder in my home, what can we expect for response times for this
heinous crime? Who will police this? State police? Have you
bothered to ask them about that?

You are proposing a law that bans a legal substance and is
impossible to enforce. I hereby request that any member of this
council propose striking item O and replacing it as follows:

O. Smoking when group activities involving children in organized
sport of other organized activity is prohibited except in a smoking
area designated by the organization governing the activity.

Let’s put this on the people who have something at stake. People
don’t want smoking around their children, fine. Let them handle it.
Set up a downwind area where smokers can gather. Otherwise, if you
are out in the open at a park, move away from the objectionable
smell just like you would walk away from a skunk.

Common sense, my dear councillors. Please, if you have none, buy
some.



Presentation to Town Council

Over the past four (4) years, the Mansfield Commission on Aging has
been actively advocating for the installation of a seated bus shelter,and
bus stop at the westbound stop located on the North side of South
Eagleville Road, in front of the Community Center. This stop at one time
had no paved section and was very unstable under foot. Along with
others, we were successful in getting this bus stop paved so that
seniors with disabilities had a solid paved area to disembark onto.

We have on several occasions both in person and in a letter drafted by
the Commission, requested to have a seated bus shelter erected at the
West Bound Community Center stop. To date this has not occurred.

We believe that most of the westbound riders are either going to Glen
Ridge, Wrights Way, The Mansfield Senior Center, or Juniper Hill
Village. Most of these riders are elderly or have disabilities and would
benefit from a seated bus shelter at this bus stop.

| personally have seen an elderly person, with a walker, who was sitting
on the paved portion of the bus stop waiting for the West bound bus. |
am almost sure that he was not the first and would not be the last to do
this.

The Commission on Aging would strongly encourage the Town Council
to act upon this request to erect a seated bus shelter at the bus stop in
front of the Community Center as soon as possible.
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June 9, 2014

Dear Town Council,

During the May 27" council meeting, the majority party clearly preplanned
and orchestrated a motion to add a revote on the safe routes walkway
(Southeast School) to the agenda without consulting, notifying or involving
the minority party in anyway. The mayor said that there wasn’t time to do
so because it had to be done by Friday May 30". | say hog wash!
According to the Chronicle the town made a request for an extension
ahead of time. The minority council members were blindsided with an
agenda item that they had no knowledge of or time to prepare for. The
public (except for a few who were probably notified ahead of time) was also
intentionally left out of due process. This is a travesty to fair and
transparent government. We have hit a new low in how we govern in the
Town Mansfield. This is truly is a sad day for Mansfield, we have a one
party government like the few remaining communist nations of the world.

Now that we are in the business of doing redo’s | would like to request
some items be added to the future agendas of our council meetings.

Storrs Center: 5 stories instead of 4, | would like a redo on this and request
that one story be removed from all the buildings higher than 4 stories.

Storrs Center: A 3 million dollar loan from EDR to the town of Mansfield at
8% disguised as a tax abatement. | would like a redo on this and request

that this go to referendum to be voted by the tax payers as it should have

been.

We had Tax increase budget year 2013-2014 despite a referendum asking
for a zero increase. | want a redo with a zero tax increase as the voting
public requested.

Brian Coleman



