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REGULAR MEETING – MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

February 23, 2015 

DRAFT 

 

Deputy Mayor Paul Shapiro called the regular meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building. 

 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Kegler, Kochenburger, Moran, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro, Wassmundt 

Excused: Marcellino, Paterson 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Ryan moved and Ms. Moran seconded to approve the minutes of the February 2, 

2015 special meeting as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Moran moved 

and Mr. Ryan seconded to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2015 special meeting 

as presented.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mr. Kochenburger and Ms. 

Wassmundt who abstained.  Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Kochenburger seconded to 

approve the minutes of the February 10, 2015 meeting as presented.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans 

Ric Hossack, Middle Turnpike, spoke in support of the ordinance change. 

Arthur Smith, Mulberry Road, spoke in support of the ordinance change. 

The hearing was closed at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Ryan seconded to move Item 6, Meeting with State 

Legislators re 2015 Legislative Session and Related Issues, directly after Opportunity for 

Public to Address the Council.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

IV. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

Charlie Naumec, Riverview Road, commented on the PILOT funding; spoke in support 

of the resident state troopers; questioned why the State is not liable for the cost it incurs 

for the Town and is not in support of students voting in local issues. 

Ric Hossack, Middle Turnpike, stated that the Town will not be able to afford the state 

troopers given the increase in the Governor’s proposed budget; questioned the value of 

shared services in the Town, asked for the resignation of the Finance Director, and 

expressed concern regarding the appraisal price of the piece of land under consideration 

for purchase as open space. 

Margaret Ferron, Gurleyville Road and General Chair of the Playground Committee, 

described the changes the Committee has made in response to Councilor’s suggestions 

and commented on the remarkable support the project has in the community. (Statement 

attached) 

Melissa Shippee, Mount Hope Road, is the mother of a disabled child and expressed her 

excitement for the playground.  Ms. Shippee noted the playground will enhance the 

community experience for all and urged Town Council support. 
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Brian Coleman, Centre Street, commented that the Town is addicted to State spending 

and stated that not all employees are honest. 

Arthur Smith, Mulberry Road, posed a number of questions in response to issues raised at 

the Special Finance Committee meeting on February 18, 2015. (Statement attached). 

Esther Soffer Roberts, Hanks Hill Road, spoke to the difficulty young families have 

meeting others in the community and stated that a playground in Storrs Center area will 

be a place for families to meet.  Ms. Soffer Roberts commented on the amount of funds 

already raised by the Committee and urged the Council to support the project by assisting 

with the fundraising. 

Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Ryan seconded to add discussion and possible action of the 

Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans to the agenda as item 9a. 

The motion passed with all in favor except Ms. Wassmundt, who voted against the 

motion. 

V. REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

In addition to his written report the Town Manager offered the following comments: 

 Councilor Wassmundt is a voting member of the Discovery Day Care Board of 

Directors 

 Mr. Hart objected to the comments and actions directed toward the Finance 

Director during public comment stating that the Director has done an admirable 

job guiding the Town through economic hard times, instituting a pay as you go 

capital improvement policy and increasing the fund balance, to name a few. 

 

VI. REPORTS AND COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mr. Ryan noted the passing of long time Mansfield Middle School Physical Education 

teacher John Granniss.  Mr. Ryan commented that Mr. Granniss was a wonderful guy. 

Ms. Wassmundt commented on the responsibilities of the Finance Department and the 

need for whistle blower protections in the Ethics Code. 

Ms. Moran stated that the role of a Town employee is to report any misconduct that 

comes to their attention and then work to correct the system so that it doesn’t happen 

again.  She added that employees are not culpable or accountable if they are not aware of 

the misconduct. 

Deputy Mayor Shapiro addressed the ad hominem remarks addressed to the Finance 

Director offering the following quote, “A man’s character is his fate.” 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

2. Storrs Center Update 

The Town Manager reported on a gas leak which occurred over the weekend near 

building VS-2.  There are no concerns about additional leaks. 

3. Community/Campus Relations 

The Town Manager announced a scoping notice regarding the improvements to  

South Campus.  The meeting will be held on March 11, 2015 in the Bishop Center.  

He also announced that consultants for the impact analysis study for the Next Gen 

project will be attending the next Town Council meeting.  Mr. Hart updated the 

Council on the financial and management problems at the Windham Regional Transit 

District.  Mr. Hart and Mr. Marcellino have recently joined the Board of Directors 

and have been working with other members and the DOT to address the funding 
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issues.  A public hearing regarding the unfunded UConn/Rte. 195 8:30 p.m. express 

line service will be held on February 24, 2105. 

 

4. Financial Statements Dated December 31, 2014 

Mr. Ryan, Chair of the Finance Committee, moved, effective February 23, 2015, to 

accept the Financial Statements dated December 31, 2014, as endorsed unanimously 

by the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Ryan reported that the Committee is keeping an eye on Health Insurance Fund 

and will be increasing premiums for the next fiscal year. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

5. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report FY 2013/14 

Mr. Ryan, Chair of the Finance Committee, moved, effective February 23, 2015, to 

accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and State and Federal Single 

Audit Reports for the year ended June 30, 2014, as endorsed unanimously by the 

Finance Committee. 

Members discussed the error, discovered and corrected by management, in the value 

of classification of construction in progress which had been previously capitalized.  

The motion passed with Kochenburger, Moran, Ryan and Shapiro in favor, Raymond 

in opposition and Kegler and Wassmundt abstaining. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

6. Meeting with State Legislators re 2015 Legislative Session and Related Issues 

Senator Mae Flexer, Representative Gregg Haddad and Representative Linda Orange 

discussed the Governor’s proposed budget and their efforts on the Appropriations 

Committee to make changes.  Council members and Representatives discussed the 

mechanics of the PILOT formula, the increase in the percentage of state trooper 

funding that is now the Town’s responsibility, the state of the economy of 

Connecticut, and the proposed addition of a tier for new hires within the MERS 

program.  Members thanked the Legislators for their work and expressed appreciation 

for their efforts on behalf of the public. 

 

7. Community Playground Update 

Parks and Recreation Director Curt Vincente and Parent and Early Childhood 

Coordinator Sara Anderson provided an update on the donations and the relocation of 

the playground to Town owned land. 

Members discussed the status of the donations, location, additional savings 

opportunities and possible funding sources for the project and agreed to add it to the 

next Town Council agenda.  Information on replacement and maintenance costs will 

be included as well as any savings which may result from moving the playground to 

the site directly behind the Community Center. 

 

8. Donation Agreement for Skate Park 

Mr. Ryan moved and Ms. Moran seconded to approve the following resolution: 

Resolved, that Matthew W. Hart, Town Manager of Mansfield be and hereby is 

authorized to execute on behalf of this municipal corporation an Agreement with the 
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Taylor Management Corporation acknowledging a charitable donation in support of 

the purchase of equipment for the Mansfield Skate Park. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

On behalf of the Council, Deputy Mayor Shapiro expressed gratitude to the Taylor 

Foundation for their strong commitment to the Town and to those who use the park. 

 

9. CT DEEP Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant for Meadowbrook 

LLC Property 

Open Space Committee Chair Jim Morrow and Natural Resources and Sustainability 

Coordinator Jennifer Kaufman were present to answer questions. 

Ms. Moran moved and Ms. Kochenburger seconded to approve the following 

resolutions 

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager of The Town of Mansfield is hereby authorized 

to submit an application for funding under the State of Connecticut’s Open Space and 

Watershed Land Acquisition Program to acquire permanent interest in land known as 

the Meadowbrook LLC property, pursuant to Section 7-131d to the Connecticut 

General Statutes.  

 

RESOLVED, that should the Town be awarded the Open Space and Watershed 

Acquisition Grant to acquire the Meadowbrook Lane, LLC property and the Town 

Council of the Town of Mansfield approves the acquisition after a public hearing, the 

Town Manager of the Town of Mansfield is hereby authorized to expend funds from 

the Open Space Fund.   

The motions passed unanimously. 

 

           9a.   Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans 

Ms. Moran moved and Ms. Raymond seconded to adopt the Property Tax Exemption   

for Disabled Veterans which will become effective 21 days following the publication 

of the amendments in a newspaper having circulation in the Town of Mansfield. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

IX. REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES  

Ms. Moran, Chair of the Personnel Committee, reported the Committee is awaiting a 

response from the Board of Education regarding the Ethics Code. 

 

Mr. Kochenburger, Chair of the Committee on Committees, reported the Committee 

reviewed the 2009 Town Council policy regarding Communicating Mansfield Positions. 

Hearing no objections from Council members, the Committee will reissue the policy. 

The Committee on Committees has asked the Sustainability Committee their opinion as 

to whether the proposed new Climate Change Committee should be a subcommittee of 

their members or a separate committee.  Mr. Kochenburger stated that after the 

Committee hears from the Sustainability Committee they will make a recommendation to 

the Council. 
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Mr. Kochenburger moved for approval of the following appointments as recommended at 

the February 13, 2015 meeting of the Committee on Committees: 

The appointment of Christopher Toomey and Jennifer Scanlon to Mansfield Advocates 

for Children for terms ending 6/30/2018. 

The reappointment of Nora Stevens and Saul Nesselroth to the Ethics Committee for 

terms ending 6/30/2017. 

The reappointment of Barry Burnham, Winston Hawkins and Keith Wilson to the 

Cemetery Committee for terms ending 7/1/2017. 

The recommendations passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Ryan, Chair of the Finance Committee, reported that Jeff Ziplow of Blum and 

Shapiro will be discussing his report at the March 9, 2015 meeting including the 

proposed fraud tip line and fraud assessment. 

 

X. DEPARTMENTAL AND COMMITTEE REQUESTS 

No comments offered. 

 

XI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

10. W. Bigl (02/17/15)  

11. B. Goldman/S. Goldman (02/17/15)  

12. B. Karnes (02/16/15)  

13. A. Smith (2/10/15)  

14. P. Wheeler (02/12/15)  

15. Community Children’s Center (02/10/15)  

16. Community Children’s Center (02/13/15)  

17. J. Carrington re: Financial Impact of Mansfield Designated as MS4 Tier 1  

18. M. Hart re: Response to Questions concerning Director of Information 

Technology Position  

19. R. Leclerc re Superintendent’s proposed budget  

20. Smoke-Free Parks: A Win-Win for Everyone 

  

XII. FUTURE AGENDAS 

The Community Playground will be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

Deputy Mayor Shapiro reiterated the confidentiality rules for executive sessions. 

Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Ryan seconded to move into executive session to discuss Sale 

or Purchase of Real Property, in accordance with CGS§1-200(6)(D) and to include Town 

Manager Matt Hart and Natural Resources and Sustainability Coordinator Jennifer 

Kaufman. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Sale or Purchase of Real Property, in accordance with CGS§1-200(6)(D) 

Present: Kegler, Kochenburger, Moran, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro, Wassmundt 

Also included: Town Manager Matt Hart and Natural Resources and Sustainability 

Coordinator Jennifer Kaufman. 
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XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

The Council reconvened in regular session.  Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Ryan seconded 

to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul M. Shapiro, Deputy Mayor                Mary Stanton, Town Clerk 


