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REGULAR MEETING — MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
March 23, 2015
DRAFT

Elizabeth Paterson called the regular meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at

7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building.
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ROLL CALL
Present: Kegler, Kochenburger, Marcellino, Moran, Paterson, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro,
Wassmundt ' :

~ APPROVAL OF MINUTES | :

Mr. Ryan moved and Mr. Shapiro seconded to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2015
regular meeting, as amended. The motion passed unanimously. Mr. Ryan moved and Mr.
Shapiro seconded to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2015 special meeting as

presented. The motion passed unanimously.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

Alan Marcus, Homestead Drive, commented that the budget increase requested by the
Board of Education is not enough to make up for the years of zero increases. Mr. Marcus
described the current education facilities as embarrassing and noted the importance of
class size. : ,

Tracy Rittenhouse, Little Lane resident and member of the Goodwin PTO Executive

‘Board, urged support for the proposed 4% increase in the education budget and asked

those in the audience who agree to stand up. (Statement attached)

Robert Passmore, Middle Turnpike resident and great grandson of Edwin O. Smith,
expressed his appreciation for the support his blended family has recéived from the
schools. He stated that it is time fo invest in education. '

Tom Levine, Thomas Drive, thanked the Council and the Board of Education for all their

work and remarked that even with a 4% increase two curriculum consultant positions are
scheduled to be eliminated. Mr. Levine stated that we owe it to our children to support

- education. :
- Lyndzy Passmore, Middle Turnpike resident and a 7% grade student, stressed the

importance of art and music to overall 1Q development and increased graduation rates.
Jane Knox, Birch Road resident and Chair of the Solid Waste Advisory Board, asked the
Council to support the Near Zero Waste Resolution. Ms. Knox noted this approach seeks
to minimize waste, reduce consumption, maximize recycling and ensure the products ate
designed to be reused, repaired, recycled or composted.

Tutita Casa, Maple Road, commented that the budget is too low and that there will be an
impact on the entire community if the language arts and math curriculum consultant
position are eliminated. Ms. Casa stated that the cost of retaining those positions would,
for the average household, be thirty dollars per year.

_Sophia de Mendoza asked that the budget not be reduced so her teacher will still have

time to work with her. Her mother, Veronica Barcelona, Meadowood Road, spoke in -
support of the budget noting the excellent teachers and small class size both of which are
important. :

March 23, 2015



Doug Casa, Maple Road, thanked the Council and Board of Education for their work.
Mr. Casa commented that a number of years ago people came to his home begging him
not to vote for the Community Center. The referendum barely passed but now the facility
is an important part of the community, showing that sometimes it is important to invest in
the future. Mr. Casa stated that now is not the time to cut the curriculum consultants.
David Vaughan, Warrenville Road, spoke in support of increasing the educauon budget
and encouraged the Council to reinstate the two positions.

Tim Dollars, asked the Council not to change any policy that might restrict speech, noting
that passion about an issue is important.

Rochelle Marcus, Homestead Drive, read a letter from Donna Koropatkin a 7® grade
Language Arts and Literature teacher at the Mansfield Middle School. (Statement
attached).

Brian Coleman, Centre Street, expressed skepticism that there have been threats made
against department heads and stated that when there is a bad apple it is okay to shake the
tree. Mr. Coleman commented that civility is important and referred to an October 25,
2014 letter sent to Town Manager Matt Hart. (letter and drawing attached) ‘

Anne Perkins, Storrs Road resident and Mansfield Middle School teacher, spoke in
support of the budget noting that the Town benefits when all students are invested in their
schools.

Peter Millman, Dog Lane, no longer has children in the school system but doesn’t see
why today’s children don’t deserve an educational experience similar to the one his
children received. Mr. Mxliman stated that there are many people in Town who will
support the increase.

Bob Olson, Meadowbrook Lane, commented that he is happy with the education in Town
and, as a teacher, he has seen the effect of layoifs.

Christina McNaboe, Derek Drive, thanked the Town Council and Board of Education for
their support and stated that she would like to see the schools continue to be excellent.
Ms. McNaboe supports the growth in Town schools.

Ray Haddad, Conantville Road, would like to see any increased support for the schools
accomplished by reducing expenses elsewhere and suggested that employees need to
learn to handle upset people. Mr. Haddad also suggested that the Town Manager should
not sit at the table with Councilors. (Statement attached)

Ric Hossack, Middle Turnpike, stated that he is not in favor of the proposed 4% increase
in the education budget and that the school system is fine. Mr. Hossack questioned who
is responsible for repairs to Hunting Lodge Road as a result of UConn’s work on the
water pipes and asked for the cost of the consultant for the Four Comers Project.

David Freudmann, Eastwood Road, reported that the Town is in the upper quintile of cost
per student and faulted the lack of 5pendmg priorities in the school for larger class sizes.
M. Freudmann stated that outcomes in schools are not related to cost but to socio
economic factors. He also expressed disappointment in the letter from department heads.
~ Stacy Boothroyd, Candide Lane, moved back to Town to raise her children because of the
schools. Ms. Boothroyd, a high school literature teacher, stated that class size does
matter and that it is important for a teacher to have the time to connect with students. She
is in support of the budget increase. - :
Bonita Miller, Gurleyville Road, moved to Town for the schools after extensive research
and spoke in favor of going over the proposed 4% increase for the education budget.
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Art Smith, Mulberry Road, questioned the possible effect of the reclassification of an
asset on the bond rating. (Statement attached and supplementary materials will be added
as a communication to the April 13, 2015 packet) :
Julie Hodgson, Wormwood Hill Road resident and a Mansfield teacher, stated that as a
taxpayer she is concerned about property values and asked the Council to make this a
vital town by investing in the schools so that residents will stay in Mansfield.

Jon Hand, Bundy Lane resident and Mansfield teacher, expressed concerns about next
year when class sizes are expected to increase and there will be no place to put the
additional students. '

REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER _
In addition to his written report the Town Manager offered the following comments!

o The Town Manager was a guest speaker at the Hartford Business Journal
Municipal Collaboration Summit where he discussed the Town’s shared services
program. : : _

o UConn will complete the repairs on Hunting Lodge Road as soon as weather
permits. : |

o The cost of the contract with Milone and MacBroom, Inc. for the Four Corners
Project will be provided at the next Council meeting,. .

o The misclassification of assets mentioned during public comment was noticed and
corrected by staff and will not impact the Town’s bond rating in any way.

‘REPORTS AND COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

‘Mayor Paterson spoke to the General Assembly’s Appropriation Committee regarding the

PILOT program and the proposed changes to the state trooper progran. The Mayor will
also be attending the DEEP water diversion public hearing at which time she will restate
the Council’s support for the project. :

Mr. Ryan congratulated the E.O.Smith hockey team on winning the Division 3 State
Championship. Mr. Ryan also noted the passing of longtime resident Joanne V. Nolan,
calling her a wonderful person who was very active in the commumnity

Ms. Moran reported that she filled in for the Mayor at a gathering of female local elected
officials where they discussed getting more women involved in municipal government.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Storrs Center Update
The Town Manager presented an update on projects as detailed in the Town
Manager’s Report. '

2. Community Water and Wastewater Issues
The Mayor will present the January 2015 Town Council letter of approval at the
DEEP public hearing on the water diversion project. The Town Manager and UConn
staff will begin negotiations on a new sewer service agreement. Infrastructure '
responsibilities will be discussed as part of any agreement.

3. UCONN landfill, Long-term Monitoring Report
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The report is informational with no concerns or need for action recommended.
Members asked that some of the tables which were not enclosed be posted on line or
included in the next packet. Testing protocol for water samples will be provided.

4. Draft: Mansfield Tomorrow Plan of Conservation and Development
Mr. Marcellino moved and Mr.-Shapiro seconded to postpone this item and that a
special meeting be called to discuss the Mansfield Tomorrow Plan of Conservation
and Development prior to the April 6, 2015 Planning and Zomng Commission
deadline.
The motion passed with all in favor except Mr. Ryan who was absent from the room.

VII. NEW BUSINESS
‘5. Council-Staff Relations A
Members discussed the letter the Town Manager received from department heads and
reviewed a number of possible actions to address the concerns and help ensure a
~ productive working relationship. Concerns regarding minority party rights; first
amendment adherence; the hostile environment sometimes evident at meetings; the
rights of Councilors to request information; and respect for all were discussed.

Mr. Kochenburger moved and Mr. Shapiro seconded to request that the Town
Manager research and provide the names of several potential facilitators who could
conduct a session for Town Council members on maintaining order and general
decorum.

The meotion passed with all in favor except Ms Wassmundt who voted against the
motion.

Ms. Wassmundt moved and Ms. Raymond seconded to request that the appropriate
police department interact with department heads to ascertain whether the employees
are feeling threatened and are worried about personal safety.

Councilors discussed the need for a police investigation, the definition of the term
“threatened,” and the treatment of staff. During the discussion Ms. Wassmundt raised
a point of order noting the discussion should be limited to the subject matter of the
motion under consideration, Council/staff relations. Mayor Paterson upheld the point
of order. ' '

Mr. Shapiro moved to amend the motion by removing the reference to the police and
substituting the town attorney as the reviewing entify.

The amendment passed unanimously.

The motion as amended passed unanimously.

Discussion regarding possible changes to the Rule:s of Procedures and the best way to
review any changes ensued.

Ms. Moran moved and Ms. Raymond seconded to table the rest of the dzscussmn to a.

future date.
The motion passed unanimously.
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10.

11.

12.

. Near Zero Waste Resolution

Department of Parks and Recreation Update _

M. Moran moved and Mr. Kegler seconded to table the Department of Parks and
Recreation update to a foture meeting. ‘

The motion passed unanimously

Mr. Ryan moved and Mx. Kochenburger seconded, effective March 23, 2015, to
anthorize the Mayor to issue the attached Near Zero Waste Resolution. Said

resolution shall be entered in the index of Policy Resolutions of the Mansfield Town
Council. (Policy attached)

Motion passed unanimously.

Armendment to Sustainability Committee Charge
Mr. Kochenburger, Committee on Committees Chair, moved to approve the
following resolution: :

' Resolved, to amend the resolution establishing the Sustainability Comumitiee, initially

approved on January 12, 2009 and most recently amended July 14, 2014.
Motion to approve passed unanimously.

Application to Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program

Mr. Ryan moved and Ms. Moran seconded, effective March 23, 2015, to endorse the
Town’s local match of $60,000 for the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality
Improvement Program grant for the Route 275 Walkway Connector, if the Town’s
grant application is approved. ' ‘
Motion passed unanimously.

Historic Documents Preservation Grant _

Ms. Moran moved and Ms. Raymond seconded to approve the following:

Resolved: That Matthew W. Hart, Mansfield Town Manager, is empowered to
execute and deliver in the name and on behalf of this municipality a contract with the
Connecticut State Library for a Historic Documents Preservation Grant.

Motion to approve passed unanimously.

Resident State Trooper Program ‘

The Mayor suggested an ad boc committee of the Council be formed to begin to look
at other proposals for police coverage for the Town. Under the Govemor’s proposed
budget the Town’s cost would increase by $500,000.

Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Kegler seconded to form an ad hoc committee {o study the
state trooper program and that members who served on the original Police Study
Committee be asked to consider joining the commitiee.

The motion passed unanimously. Mayor Paterson and Councilors Kegler and Moran
agreed to serve on the committee.

Memorial Day Ceremonial Presentation Planning Subcommittee

Mr. Kochenburger will Chair the Subcommittee and Councilors Ryan and Kegler will
join him in planning the presentation.
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REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES :

Mr. Ryan, Chair of the Finance Committee, asked members to read the communications
regarding the capital assets management comment in which the auditors have reiterated
that this is not a material misstatement and has no effect on the Town’s fiscal position.
M. Riyan also reported that at the Committee meeting Mr. lelow of Blum and Shapiro
recommended keeping the shared services model.

Mr. Kochenburger, Chair of the Committee on Comunittees moved the recomiendation
of Noaris N. Burgos to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee for a term ending
September 1, 2018.

The motion passedlunanimeusly.

DEPARTMENTAL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

No comments offered.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

13. Community Playground Petition & Letters

14. S. Cowan (03/12/15)

15. B. Pauley/J. DeLapp (03/17/ 15)

16. Ristau (03/14/15)

17. E. Shoreman-Ouimet (03/19/15 1

18. E. Paterson re: Taylor Management Corporation 1

19. E. Paterson/J. Goodwin re: Proposed South Campus Development

20. M. Hart Testimony Regarding Senate Bill No. 1, An Act Concérning Tax Fairness
and Economic Development

21. C. Trahan re: Capital Assets Management Comment

22. Bastern CT Workforce Investment Board re: Jobs Report

23. The Mansfield Minute — March 2015

. FUTURE AGENDAS
No items added.

ADIQURNMENT
Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Shapiro seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:44 p.m.
The motion passed vnanimously.

Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor | Mary Stanton, Town Clerk
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STATEMENT TO TOWN COUNCIL ON MONDAY MARCH 23, 2015

My name is Tracy Rittenhouse. | am a Mansfield resident {@ 18 Little Lane). I'm here with my two kids, my
preschooler Leland, an my 1% grader at Goodwin Aubrey, and my wonderful husband Chad. |also serve on the
executive board of the Goodwin PTO.

| carne here tonight fo tell you that | think it is vitally important to the health and vigor of our community that
Town of Mansfield supports our schools. As parents of young kids, my husband and 1 spend our time escorting
kids to gymnastics, swimming classes at Community Center, and B-Day parties. Every night we cook and eat
dinner as a family, run many laps around our house playing “¥'m going to catch you, you better run”, and we
read bedtime stories at 8pm. We rarely, if ever, make it to out to public meetings like this one tonight.

But we are here tonight, because you, Town Council, are going to be considering important budget items. We
are here tonight to remind you that we are active members of this community. We are here tonight to remind
you that what we vajue most in this community is the PUBLIC SCHOOLS. We choose to live in the Town of
Mansfield because of this town has a reputation for well supported public schools. And we expect that
Mansfield will continue to live up to this reputation.

| am confident that we are not the only family who wants this. There are many families in Mansfield who feel
the way we do. | would like to ask that all people here tonight, who are part of the Goodwin family, please
stand.

If you support the following statements, please give a loud (but short) round of applause!

e We love Goodwin!

» We love our Teachers! And also the Administrators and Staff at our school!

e We love the well-rounded education that our children get in Mansfield public schools! This includes art,
~music, language, PE, robotics, computers, gardening, and the Suzuki music program.

» We want children in classrooms with smal! class sizes so that teachers have the time to create rich

assignments and to provide meaningful, individualized feedback.

o FIVE years of zero to near-zero increases is NOT ENOUGH FUNDS to support our schools.

» We support the BOE proposed 4% increase for the 2015-2016 budget. '

s We want you, Town Council, to support our schools, by supperting this budget increase.

We understand that budget decisions are difficult decisions. But we must let qur joint values be the basis for
these decisions. Mansfield is a community that has historically valued education and demonstrated that commit
to education by allocating financial resources to the public schools. That commitment has waned over the last
few years due to difficult financial times. But now is the time to re-establish Mansfield as THE town in €T for
raising happy, healthy, educated children. | am here tonight to ask you remember my family, to remember the
families who joined me here tonight, and to remember that Mansfield is a town that values education. Please
support the must needed budget increase for our schoolst Thank you.

o



03/23/15
Introduction:

Donna Koropatkin
7™ grade Language Arts and Literature teacher at MMS School
Residence: Marlborough, CT

"If you think education is expénsive, try ignorance.”
Derek Bok, president of Harvard, 1971-1990,

Dear Members of the Town Council,

While it pains me that I am not able to be present there tonight, 1 would like to respectfully
submit this letter publically via a colleague. I want to thank each of you for this opportunity to
speak about the budget and its impact on Mansfield’s education system.

The Mansfield BOE worked hard to find means to support Mansfield’s school system. As a 20-
year veteran teacher, I’m asking you to support the budget as proposed, though I would like to
express a concern that still lingers about one aspect of this proposed budget. From my
professional experience, I believe that the main challenge we in education face today is the need
for adequate funding to ensure optimally smaller class sizes. Every teacher understands that the
‘burden of appropriate and stellar instruction falls on him/her whether with large or small classes,
but we also know, more importantly, that in larger classes of 25-29 students there is also a
burden and huge LOSS imparted on each child in that classroom.

Currently in 7% grade, we face classrooms with up to 25-29 students in them. There is no other
way to say it: more students per class equals less feacher time per student; whether it be having
time to give individualized feedback on written work, time for individualized conferencing with
each student, time for parent contacts to seek insight or to share successes, or time to know each
student on a personal level. All of these issues and more are critical to student success.

The truth is, policy can keep increasing the number of desks and students in a classroom, but
there is nothing policy can do to increase the feacher time during that class period to adequately
individualize instruction and assess student progress besides limiting the number of students per
class. Teacher time is a limited resource, and the lack of it is a burden that falls squarely and
unfairly on the students.

“[Research has] found that the learning gains students made in classes of 13 to 17 students
persisted long after the students moved back into average-size classes. Follow-up studies
through the years have found the students who had been in small classes in their early years
had better academic and personal outcomes throughout their school years and beyond. [1]”
Please do not short-change our students’ educational experience. It is unfair to them and speaks
volumes about us as a community. As Nelson Mandela said, “There can be no keener
revelation of a society's soul than the way in which it treats its children.” The way we fund or

e




don’t fund education is one measureable means of how we treat our children. Please make the
necessary funds available for smaller class sizes.

Further, “Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs” indicates that students must feel physically and
emotionally safe in order to learn. We serve as surrogate parents each day; and among other
things, we protect, educate, nurture, and work to foster a love of learning within each child.
That requires knowing each student, which takes teacher time, and in smaller classes, each
student receives more feacher time. Give us smaller classes so we can get to know them as the
remarkable, interesting, curious young people they are!

There are so many rewards to teaching as the result of feacher time, and some of the best come
after the teaching moment; like when I receive an email from a former student who writes that
she just wants to know how I’'m doing. Iknow she really wants to share her academic success
with me because she knew I always believed in her. Or maybe it is when a former student visits
me on college break to proudly share how something I taught him in 7™ grade helped him in
college. And of course, there are those times when students accidentally and sometimes
intentionally call me, “Mom.” That’s when I know I have made an impact ~ because they knew
I really understood and believed in them, and so they trusted me. In trust we learn! Finally, one
of my most stunning moments came with a young man’s visit the week he was going into the
Marines. With his family behind him, he handed me his African drum and told me he wanted
me to have it. I had taught his LA class African drumming to teach fluency and rhythm of
language and writing. I paused and told him I could not take his drum but that [ would keep it
safe until his own safe return to retrieve it. He agreed. He came last week for his drum. In sum,
these moments are the result of feacher time, or as 1 say, MAGIC TIME! As Carl Jung points
out, “One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with gratitude to those who
touched our human feelings. The curriculum is so much necessary raw material, but warmth is
the vital element for the growing plant and for the soul of the child.”

Mansfield has always had a reputation of high achievement and being ahead of the curve. I, as
" most teachers in the district, came to this district to participate in and facilitate this educational
philosophy of excellence. Therefore, I ask you to please fund Mansfield’s educational system
with learning and warmth in mind. '

With much respect for your time, effort, and continued commitment to the education of the
children of Mansfield,

o

Donna Koropatkin

] “Class Size.” Educationweek.com. Web. 10 Feb. 2015.






Brian Coleman

26 Centre ST
Mansfield Center CT
October 25, 2014

Matthew Hart/Town Council

Town Manager

Audrey P Beck Municipal Building

4 South Eagleville Road, Storrs, CT 06268

Dear Mr. Hart, Town Council Members et al, -

Please regard this as my written and formal complaint in regards to Deputy Mayor Paul
Shapiro’s behavior during the October 14, 2014 Town Council Meeting. Mr. Shapiro’s
comments during the rental certification zone expansion discussion were intentionally
directed at me. He referred to me as being disingenuous on my August 25th public
comments and the articles I sited. I provide links, dates or the entire article as well as a
written stafement with my public comments. My opinion on the rental ordinances in
Mansfield and how they affect our Constitutional rights is just that, an opinion. My
interpretation of the articles surely can differ from that of Shapiro’s but in no way am I
being deceitful, dishonest or untruthful. This was a deliberate attempt to defame my
character and undermine my credibility. I also provided a link of a USA Today article on
the opinion of the ACLU on rental inspections in Hampton Va. Mr. Shapiro atiempted to
discredit them by bringing up totally unrelated topic, abortion. In attempt to further
discredit me and the ACLU he went on a rant on how the ACLU was wrong to have no
restrictions on a woman’s right to choose. I am not sure what this has to do with rental
inspections other than another attempt to discredit me. and the material 1 submit. M.
Shapiro violated the council rules of procedure (rule 5) decorum when he attacked my
character and credibility with his accusations of me being dishonest, and insinuations of
the ACLU being unworthy based on an unrelated topic. I expect an apology at the next
council meeting on October 27, 2014 from Mr. Shapiro

Sincerely,

Brian Coleman

Mansfield Citizen

-1 ] -



Ray Haddad
129 Conantville Road
Maunsfield Center, CT 06250

Mansfield Town Council
Audrey P Beck Municipal Building
4 South Eagleville Road, Storrs, CT 06268

Dear Madam Mayor, Councillors and Mansfield Department Heads,

In response to a memorandum forwarded to the Town Manager regarding the issues

presented by the department heads, I offer these comments.

These individuals and department heads need to be reminded that they serve the people
of Mansfield. While admitting to this and to the need to be responsive to.the needs and
desires of the people they serve, they offér a sense of only wishing to face agreement,
never dissent or disagreement. Stating that they fear for their lives is an exaggeration.
that is ludicrous. If they are not up to the job they are required to do, they do have the
same option that any other worker does. They are free to leave the employ of the to;wn of

Mansfield and of the people who they serve and who pay their salary.

If they truly fear for their lives, then perhaps there is a reason for that fear which they
need to examine. As an example, for the past 17 years, there had not been any attention
paid to the school board of finance here in Mansfield. As a result of that, a fraud and
theft of embarrassing proportions occurred under the maﬁagement of these very people.
This incident, unfortunately, casts a globm across all of Mansfield and the management

of Mansfield. How many other places will this kind of fraud and abuse be found? Can
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they seriously wonder why their actions are falling under increased scrutiny? Can they
really be serious in demanding that they do not fall under such scrutiny? I suggestto -
them that they begin now to rapidly expose any and all fraud and abuse on their own
before it is found and they become the blame for it. After all, being the finger pointing
individual is protected by law while being complicit by ignoring it is not. Yes, indeed,
the State Police might be needed so, please, do invite them to attend council meetings.
When the next case of fraud and abuse is revealed, it will save a preat deal of time. The
department heads need to be reminded that as whistle blowers they _may face rewards
rather than penalties. The time to decide is now. It will be too late the next time fraud is

discovered and it is revealed that they did nothing to stop it or report it.

Rather than live or exist in fear of their sometimes unhappy customers, they should look
at those moments as an opportunity to become a part of a much larger solution rather

than bemoan their situation as being untenable.

Cordially,

Ray Haddad

-1 3._.



Arxrthur A. Smith
74 Mulberry Road
Mansfield, CT 66250
Mansfield Town Council '

March 23, 2015
Dear Town Counctl Members:

1 attended the Finance Committee held earlier this evening and have several questions
about new accounting controls that have been suggested to remedy accounting practices
now in place.

(1) In the March 9“' packet there was included 21989 contract between the Town of
Mansfield and the University of Connecticut. The contract was for a 5 year term with
renewals on a year to year basis thereafter. Since 1994, how many renewals have
occurred, where are those renewed contracts? If the contract was terminated, under what
subsequent contract did the Town of Mansfield expand its obligation to maintain an
enlarged pump station? If such expanded service was provided outside of a Town
Council motion or confractual obligation, will new accounting controls address
unilateral actions by Town Administration that obligate the Town to increased
expenditures?

(2) Inthe February 10th town Council packet, the BIumShapno accounting audit notes
that the “town” reclassified a sizable value of construction in process that had been

" capitalized in prior years, for how many years did this accounting mistake occur? Did it
have an impact on the Town’s Bond Rating, by showing more assets then the Town in
fact had, and improving our Fund Balance? If the Town had bonded out during a period
of falsely inflated assets, would the town be subject to sanctions under the Security
Exchange Commission (“SEC”)? (Seg, SEC v. City of Harrisburg , for Fraudulent Public
Statements, attached). Is there any risk now for representations made over that 3 year
period? What accounting controls are now in practice to avoid this type of SEC violation?
[Capitalization is defined as “an accounting method used to delay the recognition of
expenses by recording the expense as long-term assets]

(3) Under what authority, can the Town Manger deny Town Councilors’ requested
information?

Thank you,

—] G




Town of Mangfield _ .
A Resolution Declaring Mansﬁeld i Near Zero Wasi‘g Communily

WHEREAS, Chapter 161, Article 5 of the Mansfield Solid Waste Ordinances empowers
the Mansfield Resource Recycling Authority to improve waste reduction, reuse and
recycling in the Town and assist with'the development and implementation of town
wide tesource conservation and sustainability programs; and - '

WHEREAS, the Town of Mansfield has positioned itself as an environmental leader
among Connecticut communities, by offering a broad array of recycling and reuse
options in the community including a swap shop, a regional repair café, on-site school
composting, textile, paini, fluorescent bulb and electronics recycling at the transfer
station, offering the Celebrate Mansfield Festival as a lbW waste event, cormunitting to
energy efficiency and renewable energy by participating in the Neighbor to Neighbor
Energy Challenge and Solarize Mansfield, and pledging to be a Clean Energy '
Community; and ' ' -

WHEREAS, the Town of Mansfield is committed fo protecting and enhancing
envirorumental quality in the community now and for future generations; and

WHEREAS, by increasing reuse and recycling, the Town of Mansfield can keep
* valuable materials circulating in the local economy, spurring economic growth; and

WHEREAS the Zero Waste philosophy accepts that the earth’s ability to support life is
finite and that natural resources must be used in the most efficient and sustainable way
possible; and

WHEREAS, the guiding principles of Zero Waste are: managing resources instead of
waste, conserving natural resources through waste prevention and recycling, turming
discarded resources into jobs and new products instead of frash, promoting products
and mmaterials that are durable and recyclable, and discouraging products arid materials
that can only become trash after their use; and
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WHHRE‘AS, an estimated 3,300 tons of waste is generated in the Town of Mansfield
each year by residents, businesses, and institutions, and approximately 75% of this
amount is sent to incineration; and ‘

WHEREAS, Town residents have reached an overall recycling rate of 33 percent, more
can be done, especially in removing valuable materials from the waste stream and
"closing the loop” by purchasing products made with recycled content; and

WHEREAS, the placement of recyclable materials in waste disposal facilities, such as
incinerators and landfills, wastes natural resources, wrongly transfers liabilities to
future generations, and has the potential to cause damage to human health; and

WHEREAS, avoiding the creation of waste or discards in the first place is the most
economically efficient and environunentally sustainable resource management strategy;
and

WHEREAS, waste prevention, reuse, recycling, and composting are material
management options that conserve resources while reducing environmental impacts;
and '

WHEREAS, with the appropriate economic incentives, manufacturers can and will
produce and businesses will sell products that are durable and repairable and that can
be safely recycled back into the marketplace or nature; and

WHEREAS, increasingly, U.S. and international governments and organizations are
adopting the policy that the financial responsibility of collecting, recycling, and
disposing of rnaterials belongs with producers; and

WHEREAS, government is ultimately responsible for leading by example and
establishing criteria needed to eliminate waste, and for creating the economic and
regulatory environment in which to achieve it.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Mansfield,
Connecticut: The Town Council hereby declares the Town of Mansfield a Near Zero
‘Waste Community. A Near Zero Waste Comimunity can be achieved through action
plans and measures that significantly reduce waste and pollution. These measures will
include encouragement of residents, businesses and agencies to judiciously use, reuse,
‘and recycle materials, and motivation of businesses to manufacture and market less
toxic and more durable, repairable, reusable, recycled, and recyclable products. The
Town hereby establishes an intermediate goal of reducing its residential waste stream
and meeting the State’s Solid Waste Management Plan goal of 58% by 2024. Be it further
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resolved that Mansfield will support initiatives at the state level that move Connecticut
closer to 80% diversion by 2030. '

This resolution shall become effective upon adoptlon

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the Town of Mansfield to
be affixed on this 23vd day of March in the year 2015.

Elizabeth C. Paterson |
Mayor, Town of Mansfield
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SPECIAL MEETING ~ MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
March 30, 2015
DRAFT
Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the special meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at
6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building.

L ROLL CALL

Present: Marcellino, Moran, Paterson, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro, Wassmundt
Excused: Kegler, Kochenburger

staff Present: Director of Finance Cherie Trahan, Town Manager Matthew Hart

1. Staff Reports/Communications

Town Manager Matt Hart presented an overview of the Manager’s 2015/2016 Budget.

Flag — Addition of a fulltime accountant in the Finance Department

Flag - Contribution to fund balance for FY 2015/16

Flag ~ Health insurance costs and options

Flag - How much of the decrease in the average residential tax bill is due to the revaluation and
how much is due to the switch of the tax burden from residential properties to commercial
properties.

Request for Information — Dates for any additional public hearings scheduled for the Region 19
budget

2. Budget Review

s Budget Message :
Flag — Addition of a fulltime firefighter and the impact on staffing and the ability to
reduce overtime costs
Request for Information — Presentation by the Town’s Health Insurance Broker and the
Wellness Coordinator on the current program and future options

e Budget in Brief

e (uide to the Budget

e Revenue Summaries

e Bxpenditures Summaries

3. Discussion of Proposed Budget/Council Questions
Council members were asked to forward any questions to the Town Manager or Director of
Finance in advance of the next meeting, if possible.

iI. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Ryan moved and Ms. Moran seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.
The motion passed unanimously.

Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor Mary Stanton, Town Clerk

March 30, 2015
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 SPECIAL MEETING — MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
. April 1, 2015 '
, DRAFT S
Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the special meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at
6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building.

1. ROLL CALL : : .
Present: Kegler, Marcellino (7:05 p.m.), Paterson, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro, Wassmundt

' Excused: Kochenburger, Moran - | ‘ ' c
Staff Present: Town Manager Matthew Hart, Director of Finance Cherie Trahan, Director of
Human Services Pat Schneider, Director of Facilities Management Allen Corson, Deputy Fire -
Marshal and Emergency Management Director Fran Raiole, and Fire Chief Dave Dagon -

1. Staff Reports/Communications , _

The Town Manager reviewed the handouts which included a number of replacement pages for
the budget document; organizational charts including FTEs and funding sources; and agendas for
the April 7, 2015 Budget Workshop. Mzr. Hart also announced that the first Public Information
Session will be held in the Council Chamber beginning at 7:00 p.m. on April 2, 2015.

2. Budget Review
» . General Government o : :

The Town Manager, Town Clerk, Director of Finance and Director of Facilities
Management reviewed the budgets under their control and addressed Council questions.
Request for Information — Provide an accounting of the cost of consultants who provide
services to the Town. ‘ ' :
Request for Information - As budgets are reviewed the Town Manager will identify any
goals listed in the FY2015/16 budget narratives which are not funded.

Request for Information — Provide the total amount of current outstanding delinquent
taxes. , '

e Public Safety ' ¥ .
The Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Marshal/Emergency Management Director reviewed
their budgets. Chief Dagon presented information on proposed staffing additions and
provided an analysis of how this change would affect the department. The Town
Manager reviewed the police services and animal control budgets.

Request for Information — Provide information regarding how workman’s compensation
_is assigned whén a volunteer fireperson is injured while working as a volunteer.
¢  Human Services ' _
~ The Human Service Director reviewed the budgets of three entities which make up her
" department and described some of the accomplishments and goals of each.

3. Discussion of Proposed Budget/Council Questions

Council members discussed the Storrs Center Reserve Account and the proposed tax warrant
computation. The Director of Finance will revise page 68 of the FY 201 5/16 Proposed Budget to
clarify the provided information. , . ' :

II. ADJOURNMENT

 April1,2015
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Mr. Shapiro moved and Mr. Ma:rcellmo seconded to adj ourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.
The motion passed unanimously. -

~ Elizabeth C Paterson, Mayor ' Mary Stanton, Town Clerk

April 1, 2015
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SPECIAL MEETING — MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
April 7, 2015°
DRAFT -
Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the special meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at
6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building.

L ROLL CALL o

Present: Kegler, Marcellino, Moran, Paterson, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro, Wassmundt

Excused: Kochenburger .

Staff Present: Town Manager Matthew Hart, Director of Public Works John Carrington, Public
Works Operation Manager Brian Lavoie, Assistant Town Engineer Derek Dilaj, Director of
Planning and Development Linda Painter, Director of Building and Housing Mike Ninteau, and
Library Director Leslie McDonough ' : '

1. Staff Reports/Communications o
The Town Manager announced that information on questions raised by Councilors will be
distributed and discussed at the April 8, 2013 meeting.

2. Budget Review :

e Public Works ' : '
The Director of Public Works reviewed the accomplishments, goals, and budgets of the
entities which make up the department. : :
Request for Information - Verify if the workers listed as past of the Storrs Center Reserve
are paid from the General Fund and explain the connection of the FTE’s on the '
organizational chart to the Storrs Center Reserve Fund

» Community Development - -
The Library Director, Director of Planning and Development and Director of Building
and Housing reviewed their budgets.

3. Discussion of Proposed Budget/Council Questions

Flag — Further discussion of the tax warrant and levy for the Town expenditures (pgs. 68 and 39)

Request for Information — Does the taxable grand list number include all taxable items and by

what accounting procedure was the abatement deducted in previous years? The Town Manager

will provide the tax fixing agreement with Storrs Center

Request for Information - Describe where the petty cash fund is listed in the budget.

Request for Information - Define “direct cost to Storrs Center” (pg. 2).

Request for Information - Define “assigned fund balance and unassigned fimd balance” (pg.11).

Request for Information - Define “direct cost should be fixed” (pgs. 17 and 18).

Request for Information - Define “taxes and related items” (pgs. 33 and 42).

~ The Mayor will review the end of the April 1, 2015 special meeting to determine the sequence of
events leading to the first motion to adjourn. ' ' '

The Mayor reminded Council members to identify themselves when speaking at public forums.

1. ADJOURNMENT : :
M. Shapiro moved and Ms. Moran seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
The motion passed unanimously.

" April 7,2015
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Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor Mary Stanton, Town Clerk

April 7, 2015
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SPECIAL MEETING ~ MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
4 April 8, 2015
DRAFT
Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the special meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at
6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building.

I. ROLL CALL ‘

Present: Kegler, Kochenburger, Marcellino, Moran, Paterson, Raymond, Ryan, Shapiro,
Wassmundt

Staff Present: Town Manager Matthew Hart, Director of Finance Cherie Trahan, Director of
Public Works John Carrington, Fire Chief Dave Dagon, Director of Parks and Recreation Curt
Vincente, Director of Facilities Management Allen Corson, and Director of Information
Technology Jamie Russell

Board of Education Members Present: Randy Walikonis (Chair), Susannah Everett, John
Fratiello, Martha Kelly, Katherine Pauthus, Jay Rueckl, Acting Superintendent Dr. Richard
Kisiel, and Director of Special Education Dr. Rachel Leclerc '

M. Shapiro moved and Mr. Ryan seconded to move the first bullet point, Board of Education,
under ltem 2, Budget Review, as the next item of business.

The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Moran moved and Mr. Shapiro seconded to move the remaining bullet points under Item 2,
Budget Review, ahead of Item 1, Staff Reports/Communications.

Motion passed unanimously.

1. Staff Reports/Communications
The Director of Finance distributed replacement pages for the budget manual, provided
requested information and addressed questions raised by Councilors during recent meetings.
Request for Information — Provide information on amounts paid to individual consultants.
The Town Manager noted that the public hearing on the budget will take place at the Council’s
April 13, 2015 meeting.

2. Budget Review
s Board of Education
The Board of Bducation Chair presented an overview of the proposed budget and
commented on significant events within the proposal.

' Request for Information — The IT Director will provide a spreadsheet showing how the
allocated capital funds of $200,000 per year have been spent and plans for future
expenditures.

Request for Information - Staff will provide information on the cost per student amounts
spent by other Connecticut towns as well as information on the projected percent
_ increases and mill rates of those towns.

s  Town Wide _
The Town Manager and Director of Finance reviewed the town wide expenditures
including employee benefits; liability, automobile and property insurance; and
contingency.

o Operating Transfers

April 8, 2015
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The Director of Finance presented information on the General Fund contrlbutlon to other
Town Funds.

e (Capital Improvement Program

Staff reviewed the FY 2015/16 Capital Budget summary as well as the proposed five year
program.

3. Discussion of Proposed Budget/Council Questions
Councilors discussed the accounting of employees shared by more than one cost center and the
benefits of consolidating the organizational chart, the total payroll and benefits in one section
of the budget manual. Ms. Trahan commented that her department has been 100kmg at ways
to simplify this information in future budgets. .

1. ADIOURNMENT

Mr. Shapiro moved and Ms. Raymond seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.
The motion passed unanimously.

Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor Mary Stanton, Town Clerk

April 8,2015
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Hem it
PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF MANSFIELD
April 13,2015
FY 2015/16 Budget

The Mansfield Town Council will hold a public hearing at 7:30 PM at their regular
meeting on April 13, 2015 in the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Building to
solicit comments regarding the proposed FY 2015/16 Budget.

At this hearing persons may address the Town Council and written communications may
be received. Copies of said budget and accompanying materials are on file and available
at the Town Clerk’s office: 4 South Eaglevilie Road, Mansfield and are posted on the
Town’s website (mansfieldct.gov). :

Dated at Mansfield Connecticut this 31st day of March 2015.

Mary Stanton, Town Clerk
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Town of Mansfield
Agenda lfem Summary

To: Town Councit
From: Matt Hart, Town Manager,ﬁ&/ﬁ/
CC: Maria Capriola, Assistant Town Manager; Curt Vincente, Director of

Parks and Recreation
Date: April 13, 2015
Re: Department of Parks and Recreation Update

Subject Matter/Background
At Monday’'s meeting, Curt Vincente, Director of Parks and Recreation, will

provide a short update on the activities of the Parks and Recreation Department.

2 -

Ttem #2
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Town of Mansfield
Agenda liem Summary

To: Town Council
From:  Matt Hart, Town Manager/%ﬁ///
CcC: Maria Capriola, Assistant Town Manager; Leslie McDonough, Director

of Library Services
Date: April 13, 2015
Re: Mansfield Public Library Update

Subject Matter/Background
At Monday’s meeting, Leslie McDonough, Director of Library Services, will
provide a short update on the activities of the Mansfield Public Library.

PG

Item #3



.._.30._.




Town of Mansfield
‘ Agenda [tem Summary
To: Town Council

From: Matt Hart, Town Manager /W@H

CC: Maria Capriola, Assistant Town Manager
Date: April 13, 2015

Re: Proclamation in Honor of Earth Day

Subject Matter/Background

The commemoration of Earth Day is designed to inspire awareness and
appreciation for the Earth's environment. Earth Day was founded by U.S.
Senator Gaylord Nelson (D-Wisconsin) in 1970 as part of an environmental
teach-in and is celebrated in many couniries every year.

As a municipal government, the Town of Mansfield promotes environmental
sustainability, energy conservation and the use of clean energy. Passage of the
attached proclamation would emphasize our continued focal effort to recognize
Earth Day. (Please see the April 2015 edition of the Mansfield Minute for more
detail.)

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Council authorize Mayor Paterson to issue the
attached proclamation.

If the Town Council concurs with this recommendation, the following motion is in
order: '

Move, to authorize the Mayor fo issue the attached Proclamation in Honor of
Earth Day 2015, ‘

Attachmenis
1) Proclamation in Honor of Earth Day 2015

.....3‘3....
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Town of Mansfield _
Proclamation in Honor of Earth Day 2015

WHEREAS, the global community now faces extraordinary challenges, such as global
health issues, food and water shortages, and economic struggles; and

WHEREAS, all people, fegardless of race, gender, income, or geography, have a moral
right to a healthy, sustainable environment with economic growth; and

WHEREAS, it is understood that the citizens of the global community must step
forward and take action to creafe a green economy to combat the aforementioned global
challenges; and

WHEREAS, a green economy can be achieved on the individual level through
educational efforts, public policy, and consumer activism campaigns; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to broaden and diversify this global movement to achieve
maximum success; and

FURTHERMORE, let it be known that the Town of Mansfield, Connecticut hereby
encourages its residents, businesses and institutions to use EARTH DAY to celebrate
the Earth and commit to building a sustainable and green economy;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Mansfield, Connecticut, does
hereby pledge this Earth Day, April 22, 2015, to support green economy initiatives in
Mansfield and to encourage others to undertake similar actions.

Elizabeth C. Paterson
Mayor, Town of Mansfield
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ltem #5

pefition to Stop the Algbnquin Pipeline Expansion

Mansfield Town Council:

-

whereas global warming is damaging the health and well-being of people throughout the world and will do much

 more damage in the future if the burning of fossil tuels is not stopped,

Whereas natural gas is a greenhouse gas that conhributes to global warming and traps 34 fimes more heat than
carbon dioxide,

Whereas natural gas leakage from natural gas production and transmission are 25% to 33% of all emissions of
natural gas info the air which is equivalent to releasing 50 million tons of carbon dioxide info the air every year,
Whereas the burning of natural gas produces carbon dioxide that remains for 300 to 1000 years in the air,
Whereas the AIM and Access Northeast expansions of the Algonguin Pipeline will increase the amount of natural
gas transmitted through Connecticut,

‘Whereas the expansion of the Pipeline will increase the production of natural gas from hydraulic fracking in

Pennsylvania,
Whereas o recent scientific study shows that expanding natural gas production could increase carbon dioxide

!
emissions by 11% by 2050, s
Whereas climate scientists are in agreement that the temperature increase since the year 2000 cannot exceed two !

degrees Fahrenheit without catastrophic damage to our planet,
Whereas a scientific study shows that 50% of all nafural gas reserves need to be unused from 2010 to 20;2'50 to
avoid exceeding two degrees Fahrenheit,

We the underéigned ask the Town of Mansfield to pass a resclution calling upon our state legisiators to oppose the
expansion of the Algonguin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
Station af 530 Tower Hill Road. :

A TOWN CLERK/
TOWN OF MANSHELD




Petition to Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion

Mansfield Town Council:
We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield to pass « resolution calling upon our state legislators to oppose the

expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
Station af 530 Tower Hill Road. '
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Pefition to Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion

Mansfield Town Council: -
We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield fo pass a resolution calling upon our state legislators to oppose the

expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
stafion at 530 Tower Hill Road.
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Petition to Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion

Mansfield Town Council:

We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield to pass a resolution calling upon our state legislators to oppose the
expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
Station at 530 Tower Hill Road.
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Petition to Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion

Mansfield Town Council:

@

@

Whereas global warming is damaging the health and well-being of people throughout the world and will do much
more damage in the future if the buming of fossil fuels is not stopped,

Whereas natural gas is a greenhouse gas that contributes fo global warming and traps 34 fimes more heat than
carbon dioxide, '

Whereas natural gas leakage from natural gas production and fransmission are 25% to 33% of aif emissions of
natural gas into the air which is equivalent fo releasing 50 million tons of carbon dioxide into the air every year,
Whereas the burning of natural gas produces carbon dioxide that remains for 300 fo 1000 yedrs in the air, -
Whereas the AlM and Access Northeast expansions of the Algonquin Pipeline will increase the amount of natural
gaos fransmitted through Connecticut, _

Whereas the expansion of the Pipeline will increase the production of natural gas from hydraulic fracking in
Pennsyivanics, '

Whereas a recent scientific study shows that exponding natural gas production could increase carbon dioxide
emissions by 11% by 2050,

Whereas climdate scientists are in agreernent that the. i'empercture increase since fhe year 2000 cannot exceed two
degrees Fahrenheit without catastrophic damageto ourplanet,

Whereas o scientific study shows that 50% of all natural gas reserves need to be unused from 2010 fo 20250 to
avoid exceeding two degrees Fahrenheit, T

We the undersignead ask the Town of Mansfield to pass o reséiuﬁoi}tlc:czmng upen our state legislators to oppose the

expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
Station at 530 Tower Hill Road. '

TOWN CLEFI

é{&w ,

TOWN OF MANS!
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Mansfield Town Council:

Pefition to $top the Aigonquin Pipeline Expansion

We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield fo pass a resolution calling upon our state legisiators to oppose the
expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor

Station ot 530 Tower Hill Road.
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Mansfield Town Council;

Petition fo Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion

We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield fo pass a resolution calling upon our state legislators to oppose the
expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfieid including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor

Station af 530 Tower Hiil‘ Road.
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Petition fo Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion
Mansfield Town Council:

We the undersigned ask the Town of Mansfield fo pass a resolution calling upon our state legisiators to oppose the

expansion of the Algonquin Pipeline through Mansfield including increasing the capacity of the Chaplin Compressor
Station at 530 Tower Hill Road.
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Fact Sheet on Natural Gas Transmission Pipelines

1. What is natural gas?

Natural gas is primarily methane (chermcal formula CHy). Methane is a greenhouse gas with an
average lifetime of a molecule in the air of 12 years. It is destroyed in the air by a chain of
chemical reactions that usually result in carbon dioxide being created. Methane, pound for
pound, traps 34 times more heat than carbon dioxide. (Technically this is called the global
warming potential, GWP, which accounts for the heat trapping for 100 years compared to the
GWP of carbon dioxide taken as 1. If the GWP is taken over 20 years, the GWP becomes 86

which is a number sometimes quoted. However 100 years is the standard time for computing
GWP).

2. Why is natural gas called “clean energy”?

Natural gas is touted as clean energy. It does produce 50% less carbon dioxide per unit of
energy produced than coal. However since it is a greenhouse gas in its own right, any leakage of
raw, unbumed methane reduces its benefit over coal. Estimates of methane leakage from natural
gas production and transmission are 25% to 33% of all methane emissions in the United States.?
This is equivalent to releasing about 50 million tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.”

a. “Methane Emissions from Modern Natural Gas Development,” PSE Healthy Energy Science
Summary, March 2014, psehealthyenergy.org.

b. “America Pays for Gas Leaks, Natural Gas Pipeline Leaks Cost Consumers Billions,” Senator
Edward Markey and House of Representatives Natural Resources Staff, August 1, 2013,
http://www.markey.senate.gov/documents/markey_lost gas report.pdf.

3. Why are gas pipeline expansions being proposed?

- The natural gas industry is rapidly increasing the capacity of gas transmission lines in the United
States.” One of the reasons is to increase the supply of natural gas from hydraulic fracked wells
in Pennsylvania.®* “The Interstate Natural Gas Association of America has estimated that from
2011 to 2033 the industry must build nearly 15,000 miles of subsidiary lines — each year. P a
hitp://ewrww.northeastgas.org/pipeline_expansion.php.

b. Marcia Gréenberg, The Washington Post, October 17, 2014.

4. What will happen if more natural gas is transmitted and used?

Natural gas has been proposed as a bridge fuel meaning that replacing coal-fired power plants
with gas-fired power plants would lower greenhouse gas emissions. This would make sense if
the leakage of methane was drastically reduced. However, the gas industry has had litile
incentive to do anything. The expansion of natural gas that is taking place will make emissions
much worse. A recent study has shown that expanding natural gas productlon could increase
carbon dioxide emissions by 11% by 2050.”
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a. H. McJeon et al, “Limited impact on decadal scale climate change from increased use of
natural gas,” Nature 514, 482 (2014),
hitp://www.nature.com/articles/nature13837.epdf?referrer_access token=M12wol6gbFsA2 mby
-2xz9R gNOjAj Wel9inR3ZoTvOMPa9R-hb8OnGG%0a0-

IVuwCEcD21Tjfca5418hpMJIZmaa bhewdDar9F NdOvAIleUu_UiHB.’ZeDLVmJolquBt.

5. Why should we cppose the expansion of natural gas pipelines through Connecticut?

A. Gas transmission lines are used to transport natural gas large distances. The gas is pressurized
between 200 to 1500 psi (15 to 100 times atmospheric pressure) to reduce its volume. The
largest transmission line in Connecticut is' the Algonquin Pipeline that goes through the middle
of Connecticut including going through Coventry, Mansfield, and Chaplin as shown below. To
keep the gas at high pressure, it must be pressurized again after 40 to 100 miles of travel.

P ST Pttty N - SRl

iy

"f“here a;e éeveralqﬁmpressor stations in Connecticut for this purpose. One compressor station is
in Cromwell, one in Oxford, and one is located on the Mansfield —Chaplin line at 539 Tower Hill
Rd. To measure gas flow, there are 13 metering and regulation stations in Connecticut, Every
five to twelve miles along the pipeline, there are valves in case part of the pipeline has to be
isolated.

B. Spectra Energy which owns the Algonquin Pipeline has proposed three expansions projects.
The most immediate one that is furthest along the Federal approval process, slated to start in
2015, is named the Algonquin Incremental Market (AIM) expansion. A second expansion
project, which has just begun the approval process, is called Atlantic Bridge. Access Northeast is
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a third project announced by Spectra Energy that will collaborate with Northeast Utilities and is
supposed to complement Spectra Energy’s previously announced AIM and Atlantic Bridge
projects. The details of the Access Northeast expansion have not been specified, but it is
proposed to start in 2018 and may involve electric generation at power stations. “Access
Northeast would add one billion cubic feet of natural gas capacity to the New England gas
transmission system.”™

a. Luther Turmelle, “Northeast Utilities part of $3 billion plan to expand natural gas pipeline in
Connecticut, New England,” New Haven Register, September 16, 2014

'C. The AIM project in Connecticut will replace 13.5 miles of six-inch diameter pipe in Lebanon,
CT with 16-inch diameter pipe and 13.5 miles of 26-inch diameter pipe in Danbury, CT with 42-
inch diameter pipe. The operating pressure would increase to 850 psi for the 42-inch pipe from
674 psi for the 26-inch pipe. The project also includes new 3.3 miles of 12-inch diameter pipe in
Montville, CT and 36-inch diameter pipe in Cromwell and Rocky Hill, CT. The Cromwell
Compressor Station will have its capacity increased by 15,900 horsepower, and the Chaplin
Station’s capacity will increase by 7,700 horsepower. Modifications will also be made to 13
existing metering stations (West Danbury, Southbury, Waterbury, North Haven, Guilford,
Farmington, Glastonbury, Middletown, Salem, Montville, Willimantic, Pomfret and Putnam,
CT), and construction of one new metering station in Oakland Heights (Norwich). Every M & R
station will have major modifications and several will be completely re-built, Glastonbury and
two others.” The purpose of ATM is to increase the amount of natural gas that can be
transported through Connecticut.

a.http://www.nae.usace.army. mﬂ/Ml.ssmns/Regulatory/Pubthotmes/tabzd/ 11771/ Article/49406
8/nae-2013-01233 aspx.

6. What do scientists say about the burning of fessil fuels including natural gas?

A recent paper (C. McGlade and P. Ekins, “The geographical distribution of fossil fuels unused
when limiting global warming to 2°C,” Nature 517, 187-190 (2015)) states “that to have a 50 per
cent chance of limiting warming below 2°C throughout the twenty-first century, cumulative
carbon emissions between 2011 and 2050, need to be limited to about 1,100 gigatonnes of
carbon dioxide (Gt CO,).” A gigatonne is the same as a billion tons. Most scientists have agreed
that limiting warming to 2°C is the maximum that our civilization could stand without major
damage to health, food and water supplies, the survival of many species, and livable habitats.
The results of the paper “suggest that, globally, a third of oil reserves, half of gas reserves and 80
per cent of coal reserves should remain unused from 2010 to 2050 in order to meet the target of
2°C.” Since the world is currently producing emissions of over 30 Gt CO; per year, we
need to reduce fossil fuel use not increase it.

7. Why should we oppose new gas compressors?

The new compressors that come with the ATM expansion will increase greenhouse gases.
Compressors are the cause of most leakages of methane into the air from natural gas production.
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About 57% of the leaked methane comes from the compressors used in transmission pipelines.?
Since natural gas production is responsible for about 25% of all methane emissions, compressors
are an important source of methane emissions.

a. Report for Oil and Gas Sector Compressors, U S EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and
Standards, April 2014. |

8. Who will pay for the pipeline expansions?

The original plan to pay for the expansion of the gas transmission pipelines through New
England was to have the electricity ratepayers finance it through a Federal tariff on their
electricity bills. The New England states have a committee to coordinate energy requirements,
the New England Committee on Energy (NESCOE). This committee requested from the Federal
Energy Regulatory Committee, “The New England States preliminarily agree, through
NESCOE, that recovery of the net cost of any such procurement of firm pipeline capacity be
collected through the Regional Network Services rate shared appropriately among the New
England States.... NESCOE requests that all possible efforts be made to secure approval of the
tariff as expeditiously as possible and with the objective of allowing commitments to be made
that would permit the new pipeline capacity to be available no later than the winter of 2017/18.
However Governor Deval Patrick of Massachusetts withdrew is support for this plan. The
method of payment for the pipeline expansions is now undecided.”

a. Memo from New England States Committee on Energy, “Request for ISO-NE technical
support and assistance with tariff filings related to electric and natural gas infrastructure in New
England,” January 21, 2014, signed by representatives of the governors all the New England
states including Katie S. Dykes, Deputy Commlssmner of Energy, Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection.

b. http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/blog/mass_roundup/2014/08/gov-patrick- backs -away-
from- remonal effort-to.html?page=all.
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Mary L. Stanton

Item #6€
From: Jennifer Beck <outofthebox3@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 4:.05 PM
To: Town Clerk
Subject: . In support of approving the education budget increase

To the Members of the Town Council:

We write to urge you to approve the 4% budget increase proposed by the Board of
Education to maintain the quality of Mansfield's public schools.

Our family moved to Mansfield in 2012 specifically for the guality of education we knew our
children would receive at the primary level. Knowing that our children would have quality
art classes, access to enrichment programs, twice weekly music classes, daily Spanish, and
a Suzuki program drew us here, when we could have moved to any neighboring town. We
were willing to pay more to live in Mansfield for this reason.

While test scores alone would not have led us to prioritize Mansfield, its dedication to

- holistic education certainly did. We are thrilled that our children are not simply being

drilled with math and reading exercises but invited to think independently and

creatively. Thanks to the Spanish program, they gain an understanding of the world
outside Mansfield and the U.S. while at the same time gammg valuable language skills

useable right here in our community.

These facets of their education are invaluable and such a wise investment in the

future. They also state the vision and courage of Mansfield's leadership in recognizing that
education is not simply a means to an end {test scores, employment) but the support of
individuals ready to participate actively in the problem solving and flexible thinking needed
for a functional and productive democracy.

Please keep Mansfield's children moving forward by approving the educational budget
increase. It's worth every penny.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Beck and Stephen Ferruci

72 Beech Mountain Rd.
Mansfield Center, CT 06250

Please maintain the quality of our schools by supporting the proposed budget increase.
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Sara-Ann Bourque

[tern #7
From: TownMngr@mansfieldctorg
Sentf: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 4:53 PM
To: Town Mngr
Subject: Budget Comment Suggestion Form Submission

name: Helene Marcy

email: Hemarcy@gmail.com

notes: Dear members of the Town Council, | am a resident of Mansfield and moved here four years ago from Tolland, in
large part because of the reputation of the Mansfield Pubiic Schools and because (unlike Toiland) the Town of Mansfield
continued to vote for increases in the educational budget. Since our move we have been impressed by the small class
sizes (and subsequent individual attention our kids get), by the enrichment program, by the Suzuki program, and by all
of the other great programs our school offers. | hope that you will vote to increase the education budget and will
continue to ensure the quality of Mansfield Schools. Thank you, Helene Marcy 18 Thomas Dr.

Sent from iP Address: 107.77.70.85

Date/Time: 3/31/2015 4:53 PM

Y
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Item #8
Mary L. Stanton

From: Jonathan Sgro <jonsgro@gmail.com> on behalf of Jonathan Sgro <jon@sgro.com>

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 12:27 PM
To: ' Mary L. Stanton
Subject: letter to town councii for March 23rd meeting

Please forward to Town Council...
Town Council,

| won't be able to attend the meeting tonight but | want to encourage you all to vote in favor of increasing our education
budget. '

A 4% increase seems minimal, | would prefer an even larger increase to allow our schools to give our children the
education that we in Mansfield strive for. |

The budget has stayed flat for too long and the children have suffered the consequences. We do not have adequate
staff and class sizes have increased. One of the primary reasons | live in Mansfield is for the schools. | have no problem
with my tax doliars going to the students, while | have children in the schools, and as | continue to live here after my
children have graduated. '

Thank you,

Jonathan Sgro
57 Browns Rd
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Ttem #9
PRESS RELEASE

SEC Charges City of Harrisburg for Fraudulent Public
Statements

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
2013-82

Washington, D.C., May 6, 2013 — The Securities and Exchange
Commission today charged the City of Harrisburg, Pa., with securities
fraud for its misleading public statements when its financial condition
was deteriorating and financial information available to municipal bond
investors was either incomplete or outdated.

An SEC investigation found that the misleading statements were made
in the city’s budget report, annual and mid-year financial statements,

and a State of the City address. This marks the first time that the SEC
has charged a municipality for misleading statements made outside of

its securities disclosure documents. Harrisburg has agreed to settle the
charges. ' ‘

The SEC found that Harrisburg failed to comply with requirements to
provide certain ongoing financial information and audited financial
statements for the benefit of investors holding hundreds of millions of
dollars in bonds issued or guaranteed by the city. As a result of
Harrisburg’s non-compliance from 2009 to 2011, investors had to seek
out Harrisburg’s other public statements in order to obtain current
information about the city’s finances. However, very little information
about the city’s fiscal situation was publicly available elsewhere.
Information that was accessible on the city’s website such as its 2009
budget, 2009 State of the City address, and 2009 mid-year fiscal
report either misstated or failed to disclose critical information about
Harrisburg’s financial condition and credit ratings. |
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SEC.gov | SEC Charges City of Harrisburg for Fraudulent Public Statements

The SEC separately issued a report today addressing the disclosure
obligations of public officials and their potential liability under the
federa! securities laws for public statements made in the secondary
market for municipal securities. '

“In an information vacuum caused by Harrisburg’s failure to provide
accurate information about its deteriorating financial condition,
municipal investors had to rely on other public statements
misrepresenting city finances,” said George $. Canellos, Co-Director of
the SEC’s Division of Enforcement. “Statements that are reasonably
expected to reach the secyrities markets, even if not prépared for that
purpose, cannot be materially misledding.”

Elaine C. Greenberg, Chief of the SEC’s Enforcement Division’s
Municipal Securities and Public Pensions Unit, said, "A municipal
issuer’s obligation to provide accurate and timely material information
to investors is an ongoing one. Because of Harrisburg’'s
misrepresentations, secondary market investors made trading
decisions based on inaccurate and stale information.”

According to the SEC’s order instituting settled administrative
proceedings, Harrisburg is a near-bankrupt city under state
receivership largely due to approximately $260 million in debt the city
had quaranteed for upgrades and repairs to a municipal respurce
recovery facility owned by The Harrisburg Authority. As of March 15,
2013, Harrisburg has missed approximately $13.9 million in general
obligation debt service payments.

According to the SEC’s order, Harrisburg had not submitted annual
financial information or audited fingntial statements since submitting
its 2007 Comiptehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) to a
Nationally Recognized Municipal Ser:uritié.s Information Repository
(NRMSIR} in January 2009. Beginning in July 2009, Harrisburg was
obligated to submit finanhcial information and notices such as principal
and interest payment delinquencies and changes in bond ratings to &
central tepository knoewn as the Electronic Municipal Market Access
(EMMA) system maintained by the Municipal Securities Rulemaking
Board (MSRB). Harrisburg did not submijt its 2008 CAFR to EMMA,
instead erroneously submitting it to a former NRMSIR an March 2,
2010. Harrisburg did not sybmit its 2009 CAFR to EMMA until Aug. 6,

-5~
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SEC.gov | SEC Charges City of Harnsburg 10r FIRUGUIERT FUDLC DUALCTIIELS
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2012, and did not submit its 2010 CAFR to EMMA until Dec, 20, 2012.
The city did not submit material event notices about its failure to
submit annual financial information or its credit rating downgrades
until March 29, 2011, after the SEC had commenced its investigation.

Therefore, the SEC’s order finds that at a time of increased interest ip
the Harrisburg’s financial health due to the deteriorating financial
condition of The Harrisburg Authority, the city created a risk that
investors could purchase or sell secyrities in the secondary market on
the basis of incomplete and outdated information. For current
information, investors had to review other public statements from the
city about its fiscal situation. For example, Harrisburg's 2009 budget
and its accompanying transmittal letter were accessible on
Harrisburg’s website. By the't‘ime the 2009 budget was passed,
Harrisburg was aware of the Authority’s projected budget deficits and
that Dauphin County was challenging a rate increase. As a result, the
Authority was unlikely to have sufficient revenues fo pay its 2009 debt
service obligations. However, Harrisburg's 2009 budget as adopted did
not include funds for debt guarantee paymernts. The 2009 budget also
misstated Harrisburg’s credit as being rated “Aaa” by Mobdy's wher in
fact Moody’s had downgraded Harrisburg’s general obligation credit
rating to Baal by Decemper 2008.

According to the SEC's order, another public statement available to
investors on the city’s website was the annual State of the City
address delivered on April 9, 2009. The address only discussed thée
municipal resource recovery facility as a situation that was an
“sdditional challenge” and an “issue that can be resolved.” The
address was misleading because it failed to mention that by this time,
Harrisburg had already made $1.8 millioh in guarantee payments on
the resource recovery facility bond debt. It also omitted the total
amount of the debt that the city would likely have to repay from its
‘general fund. By thi time, Harrisburg knew that the Authority had
failed to secure the requested rate increase, making it likely that
Harrisburg would have tg repay $260 million of the debt as guarantor.

According to the SEC’s order, Harrisburg’s 2009 mid-year fiscal report
available on its website was désigned tQ provide a snapshot of budget-
to-actual figures at the middle of the year. However, the report did not

g
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referemce any of the guarantee payments the ci’ty had made on the
municipal resource recovery facility debt, which at this mid-year point
totaled $2.3 million (7 percent of its general fund expenditures).

The SEC's order requites Harrisburg to cease and desist from
cotnmitting or causing violations of Section 10(b) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 and Rule 10b-5. The city neither admits nor
denies the findings jn the order. In the settlement, the SEC considered
Harrisburg’s cooperation in the investigation and the various remediat
measures implemented by the city to prevent further securities laws
violations.

The SEC’s investigation was conducted by members of the
Enforcement Division's Municipal Securities and Public Pensions Unit
including Seniar Enforcement Counsel Yolanda Gonzalez and Assistant
Director Ivonia K. Slade with assistance from Munitipal Securities
Specialist Jonathan D. Wilcox. The investigation was supervised by
Unit Chief Elaine C. Greenberg and Deputy Chief Mark R. Zehner.

* ok ok

In its Report of Investigation to address the secondary market
disclosure responsibilities of public offictals when they make public
statements about a municipal issuer, the SEC notes that public ofﬂcnals
should be rmindful that their written or oral public statements may
affect the total mix of information available to investors. This could
result in anti-fraud liability under the federal securities laws for the
public officials making such statements if they are materially
misleadirig or omit materig! information.

The report further states that public officials should consider taking
steps to reduce the risk of misleading investors. At a minimum, they
should consider adopting policies and procedures that are reasqnably
designed to result in accurate, timely, and complete public disclosures;
identifying those persons involved in the disclosure prpcéss;
evaluating other pyblic disclosures including financial infotmation
made by the municipal issuer; and assuring that responsible
individuals receive adequate training about their obligations under the
federal securities laws.
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Office of the President
Michael Kirk
Depuly Chief of Staff

UNIVERSITYOF CONNECTICUT

Item.# 10
March 24, 2015 |

Mr. Matthew W. Hart

Town Manager

Town of Mansfield

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 S. Eagleville Road

Mansfield, CT 06268

Dear Mr. Hart:

I write today to submit to the Town of Mansfield the formal responses from the University of
Connecticut to the comments generated by town government regarding UConn’s Master Plan.
The responses are prefaced with a communication from Laura Cruickshank, the university’s
Master Planner and Chief Architect, as well as Beverly Wood, the Director of Planning at
UConn.

During its February 25 meeting, the UConn Board of Trustees voted to accept the drait Master
Plan. However, please note that this acceptance of the overall plan does not necessarily indicate
that final decisions have been made regarding the location of every new structure, including the
proposed hockey rink. The plan does designate sites for certain buildings and provides options
for others (including the hockey arena and student recreation center). It is specific about certain
sites, including academic development and parking locations, but the design details are to be
determined at the project level. Where there are still open options, the final site selections have
not yet been made and there will be further discussion regarding those projects, the proposed
hockey arena among them. ‘

The university intends to continue the planning conversations with the town surrounding the
Campus Master Plan. We would like to thank the town for assembling and submitiing thoughtful
comuments regarding the plan.

Sincerely,
< U/
Michael Kirk

352 MANSFIELD RCGAD, UNIT 1048
STORRS, CT 06269-1048

pRONE BBD.486,2337

Fax BBO 486 2627

A e’ Cpcdrunny Empayer
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Offica of Flanning, Architectural
i and Engineering Services
| Laura A, Cruickshank, ALA

. ‘ | University Master Planng
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT | e

March 23, 2015

Elizabeth (. Paterson. Mayor
JoAnn Goodwin, Chair, PZC
Audrey P. Beek Building

4 South Eagleville Road

Manstield, Connecticut $6168-6863

RE: Responses to Town Comments on the draft University Campus Master Plan
Dear Mayor Paterson and Chairperson Goodwin:

Thank you for vour letter dated January 27" confaining very detailed comments regarding
the draft Master Plan for the UConn campus. It is apparent that the Town Council, the
Planning and Zoning Commission and the various town committees spent a great deal of
time puiting together thoughtful responses to our draft document.

The Board of Trustees witl be reviewing the draft master plan at their meeting on February
25,2015, Your comments, along with other comments from campus stakeholder groups,
will be summarized in the material that the Board will consider.

This letter contains point by point responses to the comments raised in your letter beginning
on page 2. For many of these issues, we nitend to work closely with the Town of Manshield
as the campus develops incrementally over time and as the conditions in the Town evolve
through your own plans and projects. The following responses are offered as part of that
continuing dialog. '

Mansfield Comments on Campus Master Plan:

1. Trathic and Transportation

The Universily will L(mrmut_ to work with the Town on these issues. The Unlversity is
preparing a model of the street networks on the campus and those conncumsc to the campus.
Assumptions will be tested when this model is complete and the traffic data is loaded into
the model. Based on the results of the model, adjustments will be made in the plan to
respond to identified 1ssues. This model will be a tool that can be used as Lhanﬂcs oecur
over time and as monitoring of the situation updates the data.

The University has made a commitment to transit oriented development in the master plan,
This means that transit links need to improve and that incentives are needed 10 maintain and
increase ridership. The University’s transportation planner i$ paiticipating in all local and

~
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regional transit planning discussions, including on-going corridor studies, to represent the
University’s position on strengthening the fransit linkages locally and to Hartford and
Farminglon. Improved transit access to and around campus 1s necessary to reach the
sustainability commitments that the University hag made in our Climate Action Plan.

We will look to cooperation from the communities in the region to also think about
transportation connections between town and gown destinations as the comununities grow
and as commercial and industrial sites develop. ‘

2. Parking

1t is understood that implementing traffic demand management (TDM) strategies is
something that will take time, The Campus Master Plan recommends the construction of
2.000 structured parking spaces, a net gain of approximately 900 parking spaces over the
next 10 years. As each parking deck is designed and implemented within the 10 year
pertod, an analysis will be conducted to track the status of the TDM interventions and the
effectiveness tn reducing parking denrand. Adjustments can be made with each parking
deck project,

"

3. Conservation of Open Space

The outlying parcels are not proposed for development during the planning horizon of the
campus master plan. There are recommendations for follow on studies that would address
the maintenance and succession planning for the campus arboretum. Similarly, there are
recommendations for preparing management plans for the farm and forest tracts. These
tracts fall under the jurisdiction of the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural
Resources. The College manages both the instructional and research use of most of those
properties. ‘ ‘

4. Agricolture

The plan leaves flexibility for the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural resources to -
take the lead for the definition of role that agriculture will play in the future. The Storrs
campus is unigue among many State Universities by preserving its agricultural campus as
part of the main campus. Many other Universities have moved their agricultural campises
away from their main campus as growth has oceurred. The Campus Master Plan did not
make any recommendations to displace the agricultural uses on the main campus, and in fact
has identified the potential replacement of some of the oldest research facilities (in place}
anticipating the need to have modern research facilities o support agricultural initiatives.

5. Sustainability

We agree with the comments made by the Town’s sustainability committee and look
forward to further cooperation with the Town to achieve environmental excellence.

B -



6. PEconomic Development

We recognize the importance of a vibrant local economy as the campus grows. The campus
also needs o provide services that are convenient to students on the compressed class ‘
change schedule during the week. Some of those services will include food and retail
opportunities that are accessible during the day within the class schedules. We believe that
businesses that support transit oriented linkages to the campus will benefit most from the
growth of the campus by making it convenient for all faculty, staff and students to move
seamlessly between the campus and the community commercial and retail destinations.

7. Design Guidelines
We will be review the district plans to be sure the referenced design parameters are
included.

8. Stormwater

Low hmpact Development (LID) practices ate currently used throughout the campus and
will be incorporated into all new development as appropriate.

9. Specific Project Proposals:

a. Multi-Purpose/Hockey Arena: Your objections to the location of a proposed
arena project on the Mansfield Apartment site are noted, as well as the sites
vou have sugeested The University does not have a speufc timeline for this
project and iund.mg has not been identified. The University will be
conducting further studies of multiple sites when the project advances to
detailed planning and design.

b. Roadway Connection between Bolton Road and South Eagleville Road. The
location of the road on the Master Plan is diagrammatic and does not
represent a final alignment for the road. Your comments will be taken into
account when, and if, the road is designed and implemented.

c. Residence Hull locations. The residence hall locations at Oak Hill and
Horsebarn Hill have been removed from the plan.

d. Wesr Campus District — Expansion of existing athletic facilities. Studies are
currently underway 1o determine the feasibility of providing stadium
configurations for soccer, baseball and softball. The Master Plan
acknowledges improvements for each of these athletic venues, but it is not
clear that they will be ‘expanded’. The feasibility studies will address the
parking and access issues raised in your comments as part of the overall
quality of the proposed improved athletic facilities.

South Gateway. District: Funding has not been identified for the
redevelopment of this parcel and the near term development of this parcel
will require that funding is a part of any inifiative. It will be necessary to
prepare a renewal and replacement plan for all of the older residences on
campus, including Mansfield Apartments, so that it is understood how
renewals and replacements can be accomplished while maintaining bed
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counts for the student enrollments. Once that strategy is developed and
projects are prioritized, detailed site planning will be done for those sites that
will be developed first. We anticipate that any plans for the Manstield
Apartmeni parcel will be compatible with the natural setting and with Storrs
Center.

f. Depot Campus: The University will work with the Town as the plans for the
Depot Campus emerge. There are many ideas for complementing the
Town’s plans for commercial, residential and cultural venues with the
development of the Depot Campus without negatively impacting other
developments in the area. While managing the traffic distribution is a
priority goal for the Universily, we are not discouraging visitors from coming
the Storrs Campus which will continue to be the primary destination for the
University functions.

o. North Eagleville Land Bridge. The Master Plan identifies a location at the
northern tenminus of the ‘old” Hillside Road alignment as an opportunity for
a grade separated crossing of North Eagleville Road. This is not a funded
element of the plan, but will be explored as detailed planning and design
occurs in this area of the campus.

h. RBone Mill Road. Campus gateways can be construed for all modes of travel
including biking. walking and hiking. While this road has a rural and
picturesque character, we would encourage the town, to maintain 1t o a
passabile condition, even if it continies to be unpaved, fo be safe for at least
hiking and walking, The current condition of the road is deteriorated and at a
minimum should provide safe access to University tracts that could be used
for research and academic purposes.

10. Gateways.

The University looks forward to working with the Towns in the region, especially the
Town of Mansfield, to improve the arrival experience to the campus from all directions.
The designation in the Master Plan identifies “gateways” that should at least mark the
arrival points to the campus and should be treated askey wayfinding points for visitors.
Specific ideas for design of those entrances and gateways will be developed in follow up
studies to the Campus Master Plan.

In closing, let me again express my appreciation for the time and care demonstrated in
the comments that you forwarded from your town comimittees and council with regard to
the ideas in our draft Master Plan. We consider the draft Master Pian a living document
that will be consulted many tiimes as development proposals come forward and as
changes are-contemplated on the campus. While the draft Master Plan represents our
best judgments about assumptions and outcomes, time will bear those out to be accurate
or in.need of revisions.

~5Q~
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We are looking forward to continuing our efforts to coordinate closely with the Town of
Mansfield for planning and development issues. We feel strongly that communication
channels remain open and that our dialog about important developiments on the campus
and in the Town continues in the future.

Sincerely,

Laura A. Cruickshank
University Master Planner and Chief Architect

ce. Town Council
Planning and Zoning Conumnission
Conservation Conymission
Open Space Preservation Committee
Agriculture Committec
Sustainability Commiitee
Transportation Advisory Commitiee
Michael Kirk, Town/Gown Relations
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE}OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT

March 30, 2015

John Elsésser, Town Manager
Town of Coventry

1712 Main Street

Coventry; CT .
: Grant Award
Dear Mr. Elsesser:

Enclosed you will find an Intertown Capital Equipment {ICE) Purchase Incentive Program Noticé of Grant
Award (NOGA), in the amount of $ 80,298 for the acquisition of a catch basin cleaner in partnership with
the town of Mansfield. This funding is for the time period indicated on the attached award (6 months
from execution). ' ‘

Please si ign and date the NOGA and return the original with the following documents:

s . An executed Inter-municipal Agreement {MOU) defining the rights and responssbllltles of the

participating towns; and
e Acurrent sales proposal or agreement for the equipment to be purchased with the grant, (or a
letter from vendor indicating effective and end date of the quotation).

Please return the signed.and dated NOGA with the requested documents at your earliest convenience
to: :

Office of Policy and Management

tntergovernmental Policy Division

450 Capitol Avenue, MS#54 5LP

Hartford. CT 06106-1379

Attn: ICE Grani Program

A fully executed NOGA document and any attachments will be- sent to you upon signature by the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management. Please note that any alterations or ciianges to the
award documnent will resuft in the award becoming invalid and this offer of funding will be withdrawn.

Submission of the signed NOGA accompanied by the requested documents, compliance with any speciat
conditions and reporting requirements, will initiate the flow of funds for this award.

Ttem#11

Please call Sandra Huber, of my staff, at {860} 418-6293 with any questions regarding this matter. Thank '

you for your continued cooperation. :
Sincerely,

P

W. David LeVasseur, Acting Undersecretary
intergovernmenta! Policy Division

Enc,
- Ce Beth Bauer, Dir. Of Finance, Coventry; Matthew W. Hart, Town Manager, Mansfield

450 Capitol Avenue * Hag rd, Connecticut 06106-1379
www.Ct.gov/opm
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Tennett Tree Service, Inc.

56 SUNDALE DRIVE WINDHAM, CT 06280
PHONE (860) 423-0895
FAX NO. (860) 450-1021

April 6,2015

Town of Mansfield
4 South Eagleville Road
Storrs, CT 06268

“Dear Mr. Matthew Hart:

Tennett Tree Service, Inc. is under contract with Eversource Energy to improve reliability
of service to its Mansfield’s customers by pruning and removing trees around its electric
distribution facilities.

In accordance with Connecticut General Statue 13a-140, we are notifying you, as
Mansfeld’s chief elected official of our intent to remove trees greater than 18 inches i
diameter along state Route 195. The location and description of the trees are attached to
this letter. Work will be performed only after we have received a permit from the State of
Connecticut Department of Transportation and consent of the tree owner. Our schedule 15
to begin tree removal on April 15, 2015 and completed by May 15, 2015.

If you would like to discuss the proposed tree work in Mansfield in more detail we would
be pleased to meet with you.

Very fruly yours,

Tony Wilber
General Foreman/Arborist
8360-823-8001

Copy
Mansfield Tree Warden

Conn DOT

s s
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Tennett Tree Service inc.
Submitted To: Mansfield Date Submiited: 4/6/15

The following frees have been identified for removal in:

Town: Mansfield

Along: Rte. 195 - Cross street Spring Hill

Permission Person: Tony Wiltber Phone: 860-423-0885
Span# Tree Species Tree Size

207-208 Maple ‘ 1-38", 1-20"

214-215 Maple : 1-40"

224-225 Maple 3-30"
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www.mansfieldct. org

e Town Hall will be closed on
Friday, April 3.

» Eggsiravaganzal
To support the community
playground. Sat., April 4,
1PM, Community Center.
Bake sale, crafts, egg hunt,
and a special bunny. ..

o Winter Storrs Foarmers
Market at the library, Satur-
days, Apr. 4 & 18, 3-5 PM.

e Mansfield Schools will be
closed April 3 and April 13-
17.

e Don’t miss the Friends of the
Library Book Sele on April 11
& 12

e The Repair Café is scheduled
for Saturday, April 18, 10-2
PM at the First Cong.
Church’s Arnold Auditorium,
199 Valley St., Willimantic.

Budget Meetings

All citizens are welcome at

the budget meetings listed on
page 3. We urge you to attend
these sessions or to take time to
read budget information that
will be posted on the Town’s
web site: www.mansfieldct.gov.

Do you have a suggestion or
comment on this year’s
budget? We’d like to hear it!
Just fill out the form and click
‘subrnit’.

Enjoy Mansfield’s Natural Beauty

As we emerge from this long winter into
spring and celebrate the 45th anniversary of
Rarth Day on April 22nd, let’s take a moment
to appreciate Mansfield’s natural environment.

In developing the Mansfield Tomorrow Plan
of Conservation and Development Draft, we
confirmed what many of us already knew:
Mansfield residents value the natural beauty,
nature-based recreation, clean air and water,
diverse vegetation, and wildlife in our town.
That is why many of us have chosen to live

: here. Our natural systems shape how people
experience Mansfield —where we live, what we preserve, what types of
economic development we support, and how our community func-
fions. Mansfield’s natural systems offer numerous environmental,
economic, and quality of life benefits. These resources also provide
“ecosystem services” that supply clean air and water, control erosion and
floods, create fertile farmland soils, support a diversity of life, and mitigate
the impacts of a changing climate.

One way to sustain our natural environment and build support for its
protection is to encourage people to go outside and enjoy it! Opportunities
abound in Mansfield to connect with the natural world. Residents have
access to over 5000 acres of nature-based recreational open space owned
by the town, state, federal government, or Joshua’s Trust. No matter where
you lve in town, you are within a mile of a publicly accessible park or
preserve. The 37-mile Nipmuck Trail begins at two trailheads in southern
Mansfield and ends at Nipmuck State Forest in Union. We also have over
30 miles of recreational trails on lands owned by the Town, Joshua’s Trust,
and UConn. In Mansfield you can get a close-up view of wildlife at the
bird blind at the Commonfields or the observation platform at Sawmill

Continued on page 2...

Got smart? Get moving!

Use your smart phone and scan this QR code to download
interpretive trail guides and maps of all our Town Parks and
Preserves. No smart phone? No worries!

Visit www.mansfieldct. gov/trailguides.

""65‘“‘“
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Beautiful Mansfield.. cont, from pg. 1

Brook Preserve. Stroll on the
wheelchair accessible path at
Merrow Meadow, paddle on the
Willimantic River using the
wheelchair accessible launch at
River Park, view an 18th century
village and cemetery at
Dunhamtown Forest, or take a 10
mile hike on trails starting at
Hifty-foot Cliff Preserve and
ending at lower Mansfield Hollow
State Park.

Parks and Recreation will be
offering some fun, educational
events this spring. There will be a
Star Party on April 24,
Wildflower Walk at the Moss
Sanctuary on May 2, and the
CT Trails Day Walk at Fifty-foot
Cliff Preserve on June 8.

You can find more information
about these and other events in the
Parks and Recreation seasonal
brochure or on our website at
www.mansfleldce.com.

%ah

Town Hall Hours:

Monday 8:15-4:30
Tuesday 8:15-4:30
Wednesday 8:15-4:30
Thursday 8:15-6:30
Friday 8§12

It’s in the (Trash) Bag...
or is it?
Protecting our Natural Systems

The connection between the
products we use and protecting
natural systems may not be clearly
obvious, but there is a connection.
Imbedded in every product that we
consume are natural resources like
wood, metals, minerals, and petro-
leum (the source of most plastics)

- that needed to be cut down, mined

or extracted from somewhere.
Drilling for oil, mining minerals,
harvesting wood are energy, water
and land intensive processes that
can disrupt, and in some cases,
destroy natural systems. Okay, so
we won’t encounter an oil rig or a
mine in Mansfield, but these
extraction industries do happen in
somebody’s backyard.

According to the World Resources
Institute, for every can of garbage
at the curb, there are 87 cans worth
of materials (yes 87!) that come
from the extraction industries that
transformed natural resources into
finished products. I am not entirely
sure how they arrived at that
number, but the point I take from
this number is that there are A
L.OT of resources that go into
every single manufactured item.
What I buy, how long I use it, in
what manner I dispose of it (trash,’
recycle, repair or give it away) is
connected to the health of the
planet’s natural systems.

With that in mind, before I throw
something out my decision- .
making process goes something
like this:

1. If the product is broken, I con-
sider if it can be repaired. Vacuum

-66~—

cleaner on the fritz? Off it goes for
repair. Can’t figure out how to fix
alamp? I will take it to the next
Repair Café in Willimantic.

2. Can the item in question be
passed along to someone else for
use? I recently did a home remodel
project and had some leftover
sheetrock. Instead of throwing it
out, I listed it on Storrs Freecyele.
Even though they were small-ish
pieces, I quickly found someone
happy to take them.

3. Obviously items like plastic
newspaper bags are trash.... or are
they? By going to the town web-
site, www.mansfieldct.cov/trash, 1
learn that plastic film, like grocery
bags and dry cleaner bags, can be
recycled by taking it to the transfer
station or a local grocery store. The
plastic film will be made into new
products, displacing the need for
drilled oil.

4. Can it be composted? About
30% of an average household’s
waste is food and other composta-
ble items, like napkins and paper
towels. Since all our trash is
incinerated, isn’t it crazy to burn
up food scraps? You try lighting a
fire with a banana
peell Don’t know
how to compost?
Attend the
compost workshop that is
scheduled for May 2, 10 to 11 AM
at the Town Hall.

The beauty of this process is that T
have very little trash, so not only
have I taken action to protect
something I value; [ save money
on my trash bill. Nice. ~~Virginia
Walton, Mansfield Recycling/
Refuse Coordinator




Summer is coming...help send a
child to camp!

Donate to the Betsy Hamill
Memorial Campership Fund

Many parents in town have to make choices between
paying for basic needs with limited funds and
providing a summer experience for their children.
Through generous donations from the community, the
Betsy Hamill Memorial Campership Fund enables
local children, regardless of their economic status, to
go to camp. Your donation makes a difference!

If you would like to help send a kid to camp, please
donate to this wonderful program. All contributions are
fully tax deductible. Make your checks out to the
“Town of Mansfield/Betsy Hamill Campership Fund”
and mail them to:

The Betsy Hamill Memorial Campership Fund
c/o The Mansfield Human Services Department
4 South Eagleville Road
Mansfield, CT 06268-2599

Organic Land Care Workshop Series
Permaculture Gardens

Saturday, April 11, 10-11:30 AM
Permaculture gardens use techniques and practices that
combine the best of wildlife gardening, edible land-
scaping, and native-plant cultivation into one low-
maintenance, self-contained and productive ecosystem.
Learn how to apply permaculture techniques to your
property from Will Hooper, a certified permaculture
designer. Register by April 8. To register, call 860-
429-3333 or e-mail wgltonvd(@mansfieldct org.

Public Works Update
The Town Square Pavilion (see below) is scheduled for
installation in April through fundraising efforts by the
Downtown Partnership. The sidewalk at the corner of
Royee Circle and Bolton Road Extension will be
closed at times in April to install the Pavilion roof. The
project is expected to be complete by the end of April.
The rest of the square will remain open for all to enjoy.

Town Budget Meetings

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will take place
in Council Chambers, Beck Building

Council Budget Review Workshop
Wednesday, April 1, 6:30-9:30 PM
General Government, Public Safety

Public Information Session
Thursday, April 2, 7:00 — 8:30 PM
Manager’s Proposed Budget Review

Council Budget Review Workshop
Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 — 9:30 PM
Public Works, Community Services,
Community Development

Council Budget Review Workshop
Wednesday, April §, 6:30 - 9:30 PM
Board of Education, Town Wide, Operating
Transfers, Capital Improvement Program

Public Hearing on Budget at
Regular Council Meeting
Menday, April 13, 7:.30 PM

Council Budget Review Workshop
Wednesday, April 22, 6:30 - 9:30 PM
Town Aid Road Fund, Parks & Recreation Program
Fund, Mansfield Discovery Depot, Other Operating
Fund, Debt Service Fund, Enterprise Fund

Council Budget Review Workshop
Thursday, April 23, 6:30 ~ 9:30 PM
Internal Service Funds, Cemetery Fund/Long Term
Investments, Eastern Highlands Health District Fund,
Mansfield Downtown Partnership Fund,
Supplementary Data

Adoption of Budget
(prior to regular Council Meeting)
Monday, April 27, 6:30 - 7:30 PM
If needed, a second meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 29, 6:30 —9:30 PM

Public Information Session
Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 — 8:30 PM
Town Council Adopted Budget

Annual Town Meeting
Tuesday, May 12, 7:00 PM
at Mansfield Middie School Audiforium



Parks and Recreation

April Vacation Camp
April 13-17, (grades K-8)
What do you do with the kids
during vacation? Send them to
camp! This popular program is
held at the middle school from
7:30 AM-5:30 PM.

Activities include trips, games in

the gym, drawing, Legos, and
board games. There may be an
arts and crafts project. You can
find a flyer at the community
center or distributed to the
schools the 1st week of April.

Free Mansfield Day
Saturday, Apr. 11, 10-1 PM
Have you been wondering what
all the excitement is about at the
Community Center? Today,
Mansfield residents find out for
FREE.

Spring Family Fun Nights!
Saturday, Apr. 18, 4:30-7:30 PM
at the Community Center.
Giant inflatables, ping pong, tot
toys, puzzles, open gym& more!

2% No registration is required.

%}:@- Star Party

& " Friday, Apr. 24 7-9 PM
Dr. Cynthia Peterson will lead an
evening of stargazing and explo-
ration at the UConn Planetarivim.
Dress warm and bring your bin-

oculars!
Registration required.

- Tag Sale Trail
_ Saturday, Apr. 11, SAM—I1PM
A town-wide tag sale!
For more info, go to
mansfieldcc.com

Town of Mansfield, Connecticut

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268
860.429.3336

mansfieldet.gov

die-hard cynic, reads his poems and

April Events and Activities in Mansfield

Mansfield Public Library

Frieunds of the Library Book Sale
Saturday, Apr. 11, SAM-4PM
Sunday, Apr. 12, 9AM-3PM
Money earned from the book sale is
donated to the library. You get a
bargain, and help the library out at
the same time. Feels good, eh?

Mansfield Senior Center

" AARP Tax-Aid
Mondays and Wednesdays
Free service for local seniors.
Please call 860-429-0262 ext (.
Morning and aftemoon
appointments available. &

FoodShare g
Thursdays, Apr. 2,16, and 30,
11:30 AM
Wrights Way back parking lot.
No registration necessary. Please
bring your shopping bags.

Third Wed. MSCA Event
Wednesday, Apr. 15, 12 PM
Spaghetti and meatball meal at
the senior center. Dessert and
Entertainment at Juniper Hill.
$5.00. Please call 860-429-0262
ext 0 to register by 4/7.

AARP CARFIT Program
Saturday, Apr. 25, 9:30—1:30 PM
Appointments available. 12 point

checklist with your vehicle.

Offer Vehicle adjustments to
make your car “FIT” better.
Call 860-429-0262 ext 4.

Intergenerational Dinner
Monday, Apr.27, 5 PM
Four-course Jamaican Meal
prepared and served by UConn
dietetic students, entertainment
too! At E.O. Smith High School.
Cost is $8. Sign up by 4/20.

Sentor Van Trips
Call 860-429-0262 ext (.
Thursday, Apr. 9
Wadsworth Atheneumn,
Morday, Apr. 13
Susan B. Anthony Museum
Adams, MA

The Juggling Connection
with Jeff Smithson
Tuesday, April 14, 6-8 PM
Always wanted to learn to juggle?
6:00 to 6:30: Make your own
beanbags, bring an empty plastic
water bottle. instructions and other
matenals provided.

6:30 to 8:00: Learn to
juggle, bring your own
juggling equipment Ages
& and up, call
860-423-2501.

¥dentity Theft: Protecting Your
Financial Information
Tuesday, April 21, 3-4 PM
Michael Lentint from the CT

Relations & Consumer Affairs

Division will share tips on how to

avoid identity theft and minimize
your risk of becoming a victim.

. Tax Free Investing -
Wednesday, April 22 , 2:.30 PM
Come hear an overview of tax
advantaged imnvesting.

Axn Evening of Laughter
- with- Andy Weil
Thursday, April 30, 7-8:30 PM
CT resident, long-time poet, funny
~man, musician, and certified

entertains with stories on many
topics.
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