May 30, 2016 Item #8

RSD#19 Board of Education

RSD #19 Building Committee

RSD #19 Office of the Superintendent
1235 Storrs Road

Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268

Dear Superintendent Silva, BOE Chairman Mark, and Members of the Board of Education and
Building Committee:

We are writing to request that the RSD#19 Board of Educatien and Building Committee expand the
focus of their visioning process to include options for renovating or rebuilding EO Smith at the
current location. The decision to move forward with one candidate proposal - to design a new
school at a new location — was done with limited public discussion. We believe that hiring DRA
Architects for a fee of almost $50,000 to lead conversations about what a new school at a new
location could look like (e.g., what type of surface should we have on the athletic fields, should we
have a roof top deck?} is premature. It is our belief that the community has not been provided with
sufficient opportunity to consider the various renovation/rebuild/build options and weigh the
educational, financial, social developmental, and cultural consequences of moving the high school
out of the Storrs downtown area.

As we understand it, the community workshop as planned on 6/9/16 will focus exclusively on
what a new build at a new location could look like, bypassing any meaningful opportunity for the
cormmmunity to provide feedback on the merits of this proposal as compared to renovation options.
This narrow focus ignores the growing concerns of many residents who are not in favor of
abandoning the current downtown campus and who would like a more open and balanced
discussion about the impact such a move would have on our educational and broader community.

We respectfully request that the RSD#19 Board of Education and Building Committee:

1} put all options back on the table, ranging from minor renovations at the current
campus to a new build on the current campus

2} develop a reasonable timeline for soliciting extensive community feedback before
bringing any proposal to referendum

We look forward to hearing from the Board of Education and Building Committee about how these
concerns will be addressed. We wish to engage in a productive dialogue about this critical issue
and look to you, our educational leaders, to respect our voices in this process.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Alexander Haeger
Michelle Alexandrin

Renee Allard

Alicia Almagro

Jon Andersen

Charlie Ausburger

Morgan Ausburger
Michele Bacholle-Boscovic



Jennifer Baer

Christy Baker Pearson
Avery Baldridge

Eric Baldridge
Hannah Baldridge
Peter Baldwin

Erin Ballou

Mark Ballou

Janet Barnes-Farrell
Shelly Barnett

Jili Barton

April Basch
Maryellen Battye Eldredge
Jamie Beers

Chelsea Bellefleur
Gary Bent
AmberBirmingham Johnston
Anne Bladen
Rebecca Boncoddo
Erick Bora

Mychelle Bora

Ron Bora

Theresa Bouley
Graciela Bourquin
Jacob Bourquin

Kelly Bourquin
Danny Briere
Monique Brown
Carolyn Brown
Heather Brumfield Spottiswood
Jim Bulick

Andrew Campbell
Jessica Campbell
Darcy Card Baldridge
Amber Casey
Edmond Chibeau
Andrew Christenson
Kimberly Christenson
Richard Christenson
Erin Clark

Sandra Clark

Ellen B. Colburn
Ginny Conland

Billy Connelly

Sonya Conrad

Laurie Cooper
Cassidy Cottle

Anna Cranmer

Kevin Cranmer

John Crepeau

Melissa Cronk Belden




Dean Cruess

Robert Curtis Brand
Artemis Damble
Brian Damble

Deena DeMarkey Staples
Marina Demos Brand
Lois Demurjian
Nancy Detmer Barry
Lynea Diaz-Hagan
Patricia Dittrich Braithwaite
Kristin Dilaj

James Dixon

Lindsey Dore

Nikki Dore

Ernie Dore r.

Chris Duers

Leigh Duffy

Diane C. Edington
Scott Edington
Inge-Marie Eigsti
Enoch Elliott

Erin Eliott

Jennie ElShakhs
Heather Evans

Wendi Everton

Chloe Ewalt
Kimberly Ewalt

Ward Ewalt

Lisa Finkelman

Holly Fitch

Eva Forrest

Ken Forrest

Jeffrey Francois
Barbara Franson

Ivan Franson

John Frassinelli
Aaron Frost

Jordana Frost

Beth FrumkinDeRicco
. Jack Fulton

Stacey Fulton
Maryann Fusco-Rollins
Kathe Gable Lemieux
Jennifer Gall Schletter
Kyle Gardiner
Norman Garrick
Stacey Geist

Frances Gergler Meissner
Liz Getter-Trudeau
Charles Giardina
john Giardina



Barbara Giardina
Amy Gorin

Ginnie Gorin

Tom Gorin

Tim Gorin

Cliff Gottman

Erik Haeger

Heidi Hand

James Hanley

Laurie Heroux Card
Bette Day Hill Stern
Stacy Hischorn Boothroyd
Julie Hodgson

Robin Hollay Campbeli
Bridgett Hope Ray
Ric Hossack

Susan Jacobsen Beach
Cheri Johnson

Kurt Johnson

Ken Jones

Carey Jordan

Sarah Jordon Kaufold
Margaret Judy

Doug Kaufman
William Kaufold
Carla Kelly

James L. Kelly
Lorraine Kenowski
Mark Kenowski
Karen Kidder Gottman
Anna Kirchmann
John Knecht

Kathleen Knecht
Meghan Koberstein Silliman
Shawn Kornegay
Laura Kravet

Dov Kugelmass

Amy LaBonte Dunstan
Reese LaCasse

Karen LaMalva
Andrew LaPlaca
Karen Lapuk

Jessie Leonard

Sam Lewis

Jan Lowe

Vicki Magley
Kathleen Mahoney
Samantha Makuch
Lisa Marie Bovee

Jiff Martin

Heather McDonald




Mark McDonald
Rebecca McGarry
Carrie McGill Johnson
Kathleen McKee
Richard McKee

Mindy Miller

Natalie Miniutti
Karen Molloy

Jack Molloy

Micheile Moon
Margaret Morrison

F. Tyler Morrison
Finn Morrison

Carin Morse Van Gelder
Cheryl Munoz

John Murphy

Erin Navage

Glen Nemeroff

Jen Newmyer Weinland
Tom Nielsen

Michelle Nowak

Mel O'Donovan

Sarah Oltedale Crowley
Kristy Omlid-Le Clair
Eleanor Quimet

Will Ouimet

Heidi Paradis Roberto
Kim Parker Girard
Mark Pearson

Aliza Pelto

Jonathan Pelto

Mara Pelto

Nicole Pelto

Megan Perch-Meikle
Annie Perkins
Douglas Perkins
Christine Peterson-Hamley
Laura Powers
Meghan Powers
Prescott Powers

John Prandy

Karri Prandy

Dianne Quinn

Laura Rand

Amy Reusch

Kristen Ricci

Karly Richards

Larson Richards
Gregory Robert Samuels
Jo-Anne Roberts

Mark Roberts



Medwyn Roberts
Katelin Rogers
Laurie Rogers
Kathleen Ryan-Gidman
Robin Sankowski Grenier
Keegan Santasiere
Emma Santasiere
Shawn Santasiere
Jennifer Scanlon
Blanche Serban
Rebecca Shafer

julia Sherman
Beverly Sims
Shannon Slate

Laura Smith Ross
Michael Soares
Esther Soffer Roberts
Karen Sommer
Martin Sommer
Sarah Sommer

Brian Specyalski
Michael Spottiswood
Coleen Spurlock
George Spurlock
Owen Stacey
Stephan Stacey
Christie Staiger
Erika Staples

Rick Staples

Callie Storrs

Michael Storrs

Stacy Storrs

Nancy Tomastik
BobTrudeau
Barbara Vaughan
Meghan Veiga Connelly
Karin Vertefeuille
Stacy Wagner Cruess
Lisa Ward

Richard Weyel
isabelle White

Gary Wiemokly
Jeffrey Woulfin
Sarah Woulfin

Lisa Young

Abby Ziemba
Richard Ziemba
Zach Ziemba

Kelly Zimmermann




*Note: The signatures for this letter were obtained electronically, primarily through Facebook at
Keep EO Smith Downtown: hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/873797359416116/

Ce: Paul Shapiro, Mayor of Mansfield
Matt Hart, Mansfield Town Manager
Mansfield Town Council
Christina Mailhos, First Selectman, Town of Willington
Michael Zambo, First Selectrnan, Town of Ashford
Mae Flexer, State Senator
Tony Guglielmo, State Senator
Gregory Haddad, State Representative
Linda Orange, State Representative
Sam Belsito, State Representative



