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MANSFIELD ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN 
Wednesday, April 3, 2013 

Council Chambers – Town Hall  
MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Sara Anderson, Gloria Bent, Ande Bloom, Lisa Dahn, Sarah Delia (staff), Vicki 

Fry, Jane Goldman, Kevin Grunwald, Cindy Guerreri, Kathleen Krider (staff), 
Rachel LeClerc (staff), Mary Jane Newman, Susan Rozelle, Judy Stoughton, Bill 
Waite,  

 
Regrets:  Anne Bladen, Susan Daley, Terry Cook, Esther Soffer-Roberts  
 
Guests:   Maria Capriola, Jill Coghlan, Toni Moran 
 

WHAT DISCUSSION  

 

OUTCOME 

 

 

CALL  

TO  

ORDER 

V. Fry called the meeting to order at 5:34pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of the Minutes of March 6, 2013 meeting.  

 

The March 6, 2013 Minutes 

were approved without 

changes.  
GUEST SPEAKERS V. Fry introduced Assistant Town Manager Maria Capriola 

and Town Council member and Chair of the Personnel 

Committee, Toni Moran. 

 T. Moran explained the Human Services 

openings/vacancies.  She also explained the Town 

administration’s reasoning for holding on the job 

postings for these vacancies, mainly the budget and 

the amount of funds the Town will receive from the 

state this year.  Funding for these job vacancies are 

now included in the Town’s budget for the next 

fiscal year. 

 The Personnel Committee has asked the advice of 

various Human Services Advisory Committees and 

has asked each committee three questions; 1. What 

are the primary Human Services needs in the 

community; 2. What resources would be needed to 

fulfill those e needs; and 3. If these needs are not 

met, do they fit into the mission of the Human 

Service Department?  

 There was also a question of how the department 

should be organized. 

 T. Moran and M. Capriola would like to return on 

May 1, the next MAC meeting, for the answers to 

these questions.   

 After their departure, discussion ensued regarding 

the answers to these questions.  There was a feeling 

that between the Mansfield Plan for Young Children 
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and the MAC Data Concordance Report the 

information is available regarding unmet needs in 

the Mansfield population. 

 
TEAM UPDATES One Book:   

 Mary Jane Newman reported that advertising is out 

to all the schools and the library.   

 Lisa Young will come and install information about 

the One Book project in the case at Town Hall. 

 The Press Release is out as well as information on 

the Town website. 

 The weather is currently predicted to be a good day 

for outside activities. 

 M.J. Newman will send a flyer via email. 

 There should be tables for MAC and the Playground 

Committee at the event. 

 

Transportation:  It was noted that the committee needs to 

meet. 

 

Playground Committee:  Sara Anderson reported on the 

Playground Committee activities: 

 The Eggstravaganza on March 30, was well 

attended, it was estimated that 300-400 children 

showed up for the event.  

 The Committee will do things a little differently 

next year; they will purchase more eggs among 

other improvements. 

 The Committee is about to turn in a grant 

application for funds for the playground.  

 They have purchased grocery bags with the 

Playground logo. 

 The Playground Committee appeared at the Town 

Council Meeting on March 11.  The Council voted 

to apply for the Playground with funds from the 

Small Cities Grant.  It was later discovered that the 

Playground was not eligible for this grant. 

 K. Krider mentioned that there is a student from 

Eastern who will help with grants. 

 

School Readiness: Kathleen Krider reported: 

 The School Readiness Grant is being written; it is 

due May 17. The Centers have their sections and are 

filling out their documents 

 The Quality Enhancement Grant is also being 

written.   

 The Centers should think about which families may 

be eligible for the School Readiness program while 

enrolling new students. 
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NEW BUSINESS  New Results Statement: The statement was 

discussed and the motion was made by A. Bladen to 

adopt the Results Statement as written.  The motion 

was seconded by V. Fry.  The motion was approved. 

 

 Clergy Meeting on May 22:  Kathleen Krider 

reported that a conversation was begun with 

Matthew Emory.  Matt and Nancy will invite other 

Faith leaders to hear about MAC, the Playground 

Committee and Mansfield Tomorrow at a May 22 

Event. To run two to three hours.  This will also be 

an opportunity for data gathering on the needs of 

young children and their families. 
 

 Community Champion:  The Community 

Champion should be a publicly visible person, 

connected with Public Relations and 

Communications.  It was discussed that when 

recruiting someone to be the MAC Community 

Champion they should be informed of the MAC 

Mission and be presented with a plan when they are 

approached.   The membership seemed to be leaning 

toward one champion for the whole MAC instead of 

different Champions for each team.  Suggestions 

included Reverend Chang, Eileen Ossen, Ray Reid, 

Barry Schreier and Geno Auriemma or Barbara 

O’Connor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM TIME 1. Resource Plan, The membership split into groups 

to work on filling out the Resource Section of the 

Plan.  The group re-convened. 

 

Groups are asked to forward 

their completed Resource 

tables to Kathleen Krider. 

PARKING LOT  Summer Lunch Program: Fred Baruzzi is looking 

into this item. 

 Before/After School Care:  This is being taken 

care of by the Parks and Rec Department. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS C. Guerreri announced that the Summer Reading Loss 

Program is being opened up for more communities. 

 

ADJOURN The meeting adjourned at 7:34pm.   
  

Next MAC Executive Council  Meeting,  Wednesday, 

April 10, 2013, 2:00pm – 3:30pm at Town Hall, 

Conference Room B..  

Next MAC Meeting, Wednesday, May 1, 2013.   
 

Agenda topics:  Please send to Kathleen at 

kriderk@mansfieldct.org 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sarah Delia 

Assistant to the Early Childhood Services Coordinator 

 

 

All Mansfield Children ages birth through 8 years old are healthy, successful learners connected to the 

community.” 

mailto:kriderk@mansfieldct.org

