
























































TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

THE MANSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
THE MANSFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MAY 21, 2014 

SUBJECT: THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT MASTER PLANNING EFFORT 

The Town of Mansfield and the University of Connecticut share a common 
concern and history with regard to the protection of the environment. Recent 
collaborations include the permanent protection of the Sullivan's/Tift Pond area 
(Mansfield's Albert E. Moss Sanctuary, formerly owned by the University) and 
temporary protection of the University-owned former Moss property on Daleville 
Road. 

Item# II 

The Mansfield Conservation Commission (CC) views the current Master Planning 
effort of the University as an opportunity to further these historical concerns and 
urges the Town Council (TC) to remind the master planners of past efforts 
undertaken by both the Town and the University. In the short term, the CC is 
concerned that the master planners avoid making recommendations that are 
largely irreversible and detrimental to the environment, e.g., the placement of 
buildings in locations contrary to the University of Connecticut Board of Trustees 
·(BOT) policy (quoted below). In the long term, the CC hopes that the Town and 
the University might find a way to integrate their environmental goals. The 
importance of "connectivity" has moved to the forefront of environmental 
planning in recent years: the connectivity of wetlands, watercourses and 
watersheds to downstream water quality; the connectivity of interior forests 
tracts for the benefit of both humans and wildlife. Many other connections tie the 
Town of Mansfield to the University. Intelligent planning requires that we 
recognize these connections, set common goals and work together to achieve 
them. 

If the master planners are not already aware of it, please bring to their attention 
the (BOT) approved policy, "THAT the Board of Trustees commits the University to 
a general policy of preservation that would to the maximum extent possible 
preserve the institutional inheritance of significant architecture, historic sites, and 
scenic open space, including views and vistas, natural stone outcroppings, stone 
walls and other amenities that distinguish the campuses of this land grant 
institution. AND FURTHER THAT it requests the administration to develop 
suitable management procedures to implement this general policy of 
preservation and conservation." (BOT minutes, January 14, 1977). 
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Copies of this document and others demonstrating our common interests are 
herein forwarded to the TC; in addition to the BOT document these are: 

1. 1966, CC "AN OPEN SPACE PlAN FOR THE TOWN OF MANSFIELD" This is from 
an era when the Town and the University were almost one and the same, e.g., 
five of the seven CC members were either faculty or closely allied with the 
University. 

2. The Mansfield 1971 plan of development adopted by the PZC added to the 
earlier recommendations and suggested that several University areas (p. 125) be 
designated as open space. These included not only Sullivan's/Tift Pond but 
included the Valentine Ravine, land adjacent to Fifty Foot and Fenton River lands, 
much of the last area is now known as the UConn Forest. The Town, the 
University, Joshua's Trust and other organizations and individuals have now 
provided permanent protections to many of the properties originally designated 
worthy of protection by the CC: the Sullivan's/Tift Pond area, the Wolf Rock Area, 
Fifty Foot, Coney Rock, Lions Club Park, and Codfish Falls Ravine, among others. 
The Town is striving to protect other key properties in updating its Plan of 
Conservation and Development and ask the TC to urge the UConn master 
planners to work toward preserving important areas under its stewardship. 

3. Pages from a 1973 University document, "SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FACILITIES RESOURCE GROUP". "9) ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
ESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS" which recommends that "Respect for environmental 
factors in site planning, energy conservation, and the preservation of natural 
resources is of prime importance in a field which, by definition, is a major 
influence in the shaping of the world we live in and hope to enjoy." 
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L THA'.C 1'lffi mn:VERSI·l'Y OF COt!llEC~·ICUT DOA.llD OF 1'RUSTEES ADOP'.C A PRESE.I1vAriGN 
POLICY. 

Thin poHcy wt!uld commit the University to preserve all signific=t archi
tec~;ure, historitl sites, and s.cenery, uhich wculd include vi.ews and vistas, 
f!•Cen~c open space, t:rees, natural rack outcroppingB, stcma waU.s and othor 
<Zril3lt:·':~. ties o 

"• '.P.HA'l' THE UNIVERSI'r! OF CONNECTICUT BOARD OF TRUSTE'ES DIRECT TR4.T AN INVEti- ~ 
TORY IJJo; ~ifJJE OE' ALL SIGNIFICANT ARCHI'l'ECTURE, HISTORIC SI'i'ES, AND SCEl'illRY; 

A qualified perso·n/persons shcmld be appointed to direct an inventory and 
registry (in ca·nsultation with eYperts) of all significa.'lt archi tectu:rc, 
his·toric sitenv a:!ld scen:eeyo 

Phase I - In this plmse., the :l.nvente;cy would cc:msH;t meroly of a listing 
and mapping of the abQVe clements based on available data in 
the possession of the University, faculty, and.orgrulizations such 
as the Mansfield Historical. Society. 

Phane II ·~ In this phase. the i,nventory t1ould be carefully documented to 
1-n<Jlude cll pertinent deta.!.ls abnut e<!ch element as well as 
ph.t;;tog:raphs ,and ru~c.uingso 

3o THACI.' 'rHE BOARD OF TRUSTEES .ilPPOTI<T fl REVIEW BOARD IYHOSE RESPO!<SIBILIT1f U' 
l'!OULD Ll': ~'0 llEVIEYI ALL PROPOSED DE'JELOP!<lilliT, RENOVA'r!ON OR DEMOLITION OF 
T.HE INVENTORIED STRUCTURES 1 SITES AJID PLACES. 

1'hin Re•;ie>r B@ard. wruld be adviso;cy to the University administration and 
<muld carefully rev1.ew eaoh project and make recommenda.tione to the a.d
m].nicc:·~ru.tio.n. The composition of the board should consist of qualified 
Unl.vorm: i;y per-sonnel as well aiJ members of the community and state. 
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January 14, 1977 6238 
,, 

o/- G( o .( (_, ' 
Bec:<Id 0 ( T )l-t s/--E C:' ~ rtrr:Y:·~ -~ >1zj. 

9. Mr. Nielsen reported that the Budget and Finance Committee 
recommended Board approval of the following policy statement 
in regard to the preservation of significant architecture, 
historic sites, and other campus amenities: 

THAT the Board of Trustees commits the University 
to a general policy of preservation that would to 
the maximum extent possible preserve the institutional 
inheritance of significant architecture, historic sites, 
and scenic open space, including views and vistas, 
natural stone outcroppings, stone walls and other 
amenities that distinguish the campuses of this land
grant institution. 

AND FURTHER THAT it requests the administration to 
develop suitable management procedures to implement 
this general policy of preservation and conservation. 

On Mr. Nielsen's motion_, seconded by Mr. Collins, THE BOARD 
VOTED-to approve the above policy. 

10. Mr. Brown, reporting as Chairman of the Institutional Policy 
Committee, noted that as an educational process the Committee 
would be revi~wing the various policies, practices, and 
obj'ectives pertaining to a number of University programs. 
He cordially invited other members of the Board to join 
future meetings of the Policy Committee. 

11. Mr. Rich, repor-ting as Chairman of the Health Affairs Comrni ttee, 
stated that at the morning meeting the Committee had reviewed 
the admission policies and procedures that prevail with regard 
to Medical and Dental Schools. There was a lengthy and compre
hensive presentation by Doctors Bongard and Levine. The 
Committee was assured that the admissions are being handled 
in an objective and fair fashion, and that efforts are under
way to continue recruitment of additional minority students. 
The Committee at the conclusion of the report voted to endorse 
the present admission policies and procedures of the Medical 
and Dental Schools. Since the entire matter of admissions 
was of considerable interest to all Trustees, it was agreed 
that Vice President DiBiaggio would have a summary presentation 
for the full Board at the next meeting. 

The Committee briefly reviewed a proposal to "individualize" 
the instruments used by the dental students and to have the 
students bear the costs of the instrumentation. This is a 
matter of continuing review by the Committee. The C9mmittee 
~~~o YCT!i~~~~-~ oro~n~~l. ~n lPVV fpp~ fnr ~~r~ificate and 
certif1ca te-gradua te degree programs. Further Comml ttee c-:;n
siAer~•i0~ will be given to this proposal. 
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OPEN SPACE PLAN 

FOR 

THE 
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A Recommendation for the use of Natural Resources 
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Amended Sept. 14, 1966 

relative to !1ansfield_'_I;; ___ Tot>Jl1 ___ 1'la--'n ___ _ 
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I. FOREWORD 

AN OPEN SPACE PLAN 

FOR THE 

TOWN OF MANSFIELD 

RDCOH/'l:LNDATIONS FOR T!lb USE OF NATURAL 
RESOURC:8S RELATIVE TO MANSFh1D 1 S TOWN 

PLAN 

The Mansfield Conservation Commission, which was authorized by vote of the town 
meeting in May, 1963 to study and make recommendations on the development and conser
vation of natural resources, including water resources, within the town, has prepared 
the following plan and recommendations regarding the town's open areas and its other 
irreplaceable natural assets. 

This report has been drawn up for presentation to the Board of Selectmen and the 
Planning and Zoning Commissinn with the recommendation that it be adopted by that 
commission as an adjunct to a Comprehensive To~~ Plan of Development, 

The Conservation Commission feels that the time to speculate and to be con
cerned about what Mansfield will look like in thirty years is today, and that today 
is the time to plan for the preservation of our natural assets. These natural assets 
are .,f infinite variety. They may be untouched woodJ.ands, the ridgetops which 
define our landscape, the st"'·"~""' "-''d ,,.~,.,; ,, velleys, our glacial terraces, the 
rolling hills, and our pvucls and wetlands. Adequate open space needs to be pre
served not only to I""'"m·ve our physical and spiritnal heal·th l>nt. also to raise 
real estate va)ues and attract suitable industry. 

Wil1i:o.lll Wh:yte'k, in his report to Governor Dempsey, proposed a program of action 
to prePcl'Ve and develop Connecticut 1 s natural resources, He begins his report by 
saying: "This is a proposal for a major investment in the Connecticut heritage. 
The need is plain. Connecticut has just so much land and with this land it is going 
to have to take care of many more people in the decades ahead. It can do well; it 
can do it poorl)c ••• Here and there it is too late - and there are signs of how 
quickly, ru1d irreversibly, the land can be desecrated. But the main choices are 
still open. Thanks to earlier foresight, and some luck, most of the hills and 
ridges t.hat define (the) loverly valleys are still un·spoiled, Will they be saved 
for the future ••• ? Will the meadows of the flood plains be conserved with farms and 

: P".r-ks ••• ? As the new subdivisions go up, will the streams be buried in pipes and 
t.he woros chopped down? Or will there be room left where children can play, a 
stream for an afternoon's fishing, a shady hillside for a stroll? And what about a 
village gx-een7 These are questions of more than aesthetics, they are of critical 
econond.c importance, Connecticut's economic development has become more than ever 
round up with what kind of a place it is to live in." 

* William H. Vlhyte - Consultant to President Johnson on the Commission on 
Preservation of Open Space 
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II. OPEN SPACE FOR RLCR~ATION AND CONSERVATION FURPOSES 

A. Definition 

In accordance with Section 7-l3ld of th" 1965 Supplem<1nt to the Genc,ql_ 

Statutes, "recreation and conservation P'J.rpose ~~~ means use of land i'or agriculture, 
parks, natural areas, forests, camping, fishing, wetland preservation, wildlife 
habitat, reservoirs, hunting, golfing, boating, historic and scenic preservation and 
other purposes as set forth in.section 7-lJlb, 

:;, ,, ·A .);( 
,,.,JI·' \'\ This commission has defined open space as any area on which there is no pel1na

nent construction. In addition to the natural assets mentioned in the Foreward, 
there are of course other ~pen areas, either private or public, which are subject to 
restricted use. These might include school grounds, town commons, farmlanr! and wood
land, a college campus, Federal lands and home lawns and gax-dens. 

B. Long Term Recommend_oltions 

The Conservation Commissi,n, in considering the long r·angt t:.~..,nl::; for pnhl:ir-ly 
owned open space for the town, recomruends the acr.evr.an"e of Yan'o0d and Block' s1 

citing the figure that 10% of the total acreage of the lmm should be reserved for 
publicly ovmed open space. ' 

The Federal area behind Mansfield Hollow Dam of approximately 1700 acres may 
be considered as open space for public use. However; it is to be pointed out that 
this federally owned and state leased area is used by a great many people outside of 
Mansfield. Also, its multiple open space and recreational use is limited since much 
of it is water, alth ... ugh swimming is excluded from it. During 1965 its recreq,tional 
facilities were used by 143,000 people, a great many of whom were.from distances 
quite removed from Mansfiel0 • 

. ,_··:In pointing out the gcrowth of Mansfield the commission has noted the 
following: 

1961 

Zoning permits for strc1ctures 77 

Single family dwellin(;S 16 

Multi-family dwelling~ 

1965 

20) 

85 

42 

It should be noted also that in the projection of population figures it is 
estimated that by 1975 our population excluding university students will have 
doubled. 

The Commission believes that because the present acre2ge in permanent publicly 
owned open space is small, aud because of the yearly loss of fa.rm land and other 
privately owned open space, ';he town sho··tld devn'J0p an adequate lm.ll: fp.nn program 
of open spa~~e acq11jsit",i{)n4 This could be done at very small monetary e::r:.1Y":l11diture as 
federal and state funds have beeH alJ_cx:at,ed and ecre <w'l.D'<L1 A to pay up to '!711 of 
the cost, We would urge that an item be included in the towr.. h'~1gcd:, for long h.,'Tl 
open space land acquisition. We believe M<msfield sho1J.ld utilize tld.B opportunity 
to purchase open space under the provJ.sions of the Grant·~Tn~l\jll pl'OsJ.··~"'" a.lt-eady 
enad.ad into the statutes o:f F'ed01·al and State gov<ex'llmEmt. 

l - Yaxwood and Block - Consultants to j;~J:lanning and Zoning Commission. 



III. RESOURCE DEVELOFM£NT 

A. Water Resources 

1. Importance to Mansfield 

We believe Mansfieldfs three rivers demand first consideration in resource 
planning. The commission believes that thought must be given now to the needs of the 
community in the year 2000. With this in mind we concur with those who have advised 
that now is the time to think of preserving the lands in the three river valleys for 
a potential source of water supply from wells. This land, if purchased now, would 
serve as open space and wild life support until the time when community water is 
needed. And after water is tapped in these areas, the land can still serve in 
multiple open space capacities. 

The commission ac!mowledges that these rivers are part of watersheds whj_ch 
touch other to·rms and even another state, and that plans should be made for specific 
studies on a regional basis. However, the proposals the commissinn has for the use 
of these rivers would not in any way alter the quantity or quality of the water as 
it passes downstream out of Mansfield. 

B. River~ Streams, and Broeks 

1. Specific Recommendation 

The Conservation Commission recommends that the areas al_o.ng the following 
watercourses be desigiia_j;~_i! -_ii~--operi,-sp-ace i 

a. The Willimantic River 

This river has numerous, somewhat conflicting values; as a possible site 
for wells for a future water supply, as a recreaM.on area, as an industrial site, as 
the possible location of a future sewage disposal system, and e.s a source of sand and 
gravel. In addition, flood plain z.oning is recommended along this river (some areas 
along this river have been designated E·.8 flood plain on the l90)1';evisea Land Use Map) 

'l We recommend that the entire a~ea south of Plains Road be designated as open space 1< 

·' and flood plain. When the gravel excave.t.ion being undertaken in this area 1s com- rf/rt'9 

pleted, regulations regarding covering and planting the land should be enforced. 9'\ \' 
Since the State plans to purchase .c.agleville Dam and develop the la!,:e ar.d surro,mding 
area for recreation and for wildlife conservation, we recommend close CODperation with 
the state agencies concerned, A detailed study beyond what has alteady teen done 
should be undertaken to evaluate the best possible multiple use of this area. 

b. The Fenton River '> 
Wo recomrnond the establishment of a permanent green belt a].ong thi~ river, 

This could be done by a combination of outright purchase and the obtaining of c;:;n:,;;e;:-__ 
vat ion easements, This area is uniquely valuable because of its beauty, central lo
cation, and continuity with the federal area. Flood plain zoning is also indicated 
north of Gurleyville Road. The river is unpolluted at present and must remain so 
s"iri-ce ft drains-lnto-- the~V(illimantic reservoir. Furthermore it is an excellent 
fishing stream, and the valley through which it flows is of considerable historic 
value, not only as the birthplace of Wilbur Cross but of location of early mills. 
The grist mill on Stonemill Road is in a fairly good state of preservation and adds 
considerable interest to the area. It is planned to improve this road and rebuild 
tho bridge. If this area is to be preserved, it is recommended that any road ard 
bridge project be in harmony with other plans for the area. As a whole, this land 
would provide multiple use for many people. Looking to tho future water supply of 
the tmm, purchase of land along this river would insure a site for future town well.3-

-x- - Designated as open space on Revisee8\mB:f> IIIA 



(c. )The Mt. Hope River " 

This river also drains into the Willimantic reservoir, joining the Fenton 
River in what is now the Mansfield Hollow reservoir. Flood plain zoning is 
recommended along this river north of the federal area. We also recommend that 
studies be made of this river for possible futuro vwll sites for community water 
supply. 

(d. )Cedar Swamp Brook ,; 

The commission has been advised that parts of Cedar S'wamp Brook watershed 
arc an excellent internal water supply potential for the Storrs area since it acts 
as a storage basin for all the water which falls into the watershed except for its 
normal run-off. A particularly good potential site for community wells lies in the 
area near the brook south of Route 44A. A minimum area of five acres would be needed 
to protect such wells. Tho commission recommends that this area be included in an 
open space plan so that it might be used now in that category and kept in its 
natural state to insure a futuro well site. 

The Pink Cemetery Ravine downstream has unique scenic beauty and should 
be preserved. 

Tho commission urges that strict supervision and consideration be given 
if any development along this entire brook is proposed. 

(e. )Nolson Brook - West branch of Cedar Swamp Brook watershed 

Tho headwaters of this brook drain an area of wetland to thO west of 
Cedar Swamp in the area of the new Route 195 extension and Forest and Baxter Roads, 
Like Cedar Swamp and its surrounding wetlands, this area contains pockets of 
wetlands which serve as sponges to soak up excessive runoff. We recommend that any 
development in the area of tb.is brook and its headwaters be carefully considered 
from the point of view of the proper use of this type of land. 

(f.)North Eagleville Brook 
This brook runs southwest from tho Hunting Lodge Road - North Eagleville 

Road area into the ~agleville Lake at Eagleville, Tho area of its headwaters con
tains soils identified as F-1, or "poorly to very poorly drained soils 11 • Tho 
commission has boon told that this was once a clear clean brook containing trout 
but at present it is polluted and serves only as a drainage outlot, The commission 
urges that stops be taken to clean up this brook and that careful consideration bo 
given to any development in its area. 

(g,)Sawmill Brook entire length 

This brook has its complete watershed within the toom of Mansfield, Its 
headwaters are in the swamp north of Mansfield City Road and it runs southeast into 
tho Natchaug River. Tho commission recommends that careful consideration be given 
to any development which will alter tho drainage into this watershed. · 

(h.)Schoolhouso Brook 

This is another brook entirely within tho tovm. It drains from wetlands 
to the west of Spring Hill and runs generally southeast and then northeast into 
wetlands bordering tho Fanton River, Its course takas it through the tovvn ownod 
property off Spring Hill Road and through the Droesen Estate. It could servo in 
several capacities if tho tovm owned property woro dovolopod - as a sourco for a 
swimming aroa and for a fishing pond. 

* - Designated as open space on Rovisod M"18:Z±IA adoptod by P & z 



( "- > n~_,=-IY·dllfl B,.-c,ok (entire length including rav:i.ne) 

The headwaters of this brook are tho wetlands west of Chestnut (Stearns) 
Hill in the area of tho extension of Stearns Road. It flows through a stoop ravine 
at first and than leisurely cast and southeast through the Pioasant Valley Road aroa. 
From the point of Eaton 1 s Pond it flows easterly, joining Sawmill Brook south of 
Oonantvillo, Tho wetlands of its headwaters arc important as natural soak-l1J2 areas 
and should not be disturbed by development. Of considerable importance also is tho 
fact that its mouth is in the area of tho now Route 6 by-pass through Mansfield. 
1~e commission strongly urges that all cooporation bo given to tho state highway 
department to e.dviso that the brook not bo spoiled by tho now road, 

(j.) Codfish Falls Ravine -Fisher Brook 

This ravine is a particularly beautiful spot. It is a hemlock ravine with 
a good flow of water with lodges creating 20 to 30 1 falls. Tho headwaters of tho 
brook aro tho wetlands in tho northern part of town cast of Codfish Falls Road. The 
commission recommends that careful consideration be given to any dovolo mont in tho 
area of tho headwaters. he brook drains southwest into the anton River nbrth of 
Gurloyvillo Road. 

(k.) Valontino Ravine 

This ravine is of scenic importance as wall as of practical importance 
in that it, too, drains into tho Fenton River from Storrs eastward. Tho ravino 
is covered with hemlocks, and in places flows through rocky banks. Tho commission 
recommends that any development considered in tho aroa draining into this brook be 
carefully studied since it drains into tho Willimantic watershed and the topography 
of tho land and tho soils involved do not lend themselves to any high density housingo 

( 1). Cider Mill Brook 
( fVl ) - ,,c. ,.,_,"- d. . f.; 1 f 

C. Wetlands ' I 

1. General 

Wetlands may be labeled with such :1amos as marshes, swamps, or bogs. They 
may vary from a hardwood swamp bc:;.Jing up -':o six inches of water in tho Spri.ng but 
only spongy in tho summer, to a ,,,.;-!;tail a:.-;.6 bulrush marsh, covorocl with water through
out tho yoar, Tho commission bc:t~_ovos that those natural wet area<' should not bo 
oliminatod avon though pressure,; a.ru recoivod to fill or drain those areas for use 
in industrial, commercial, or r0cit1ontial buildings. A wetland is in effect a 
largo sponge which extends tho duration of moisture in tho soil and maintains tho 
water laval at tho height necessary for continued usa of wells. They roduce tho 
poss.ibility ~f floQdS by lower:i.ng runoff spood and they sustain in dry seasons tl)c 
normal flow of streams and tho w;c.·:c,c;rlino of lakes and ponds. They support a unique 
fl<>ra and fauna vrhich arc incapuhJ.o of adapting to another environment. 

2. Specific Recommendations 

Tho Conservation Commission recommends that tho following areas of wetlands 
be do signa tod_."l:'!__opo!.l.__spaco : 

(a.) Cedar Swamp l:-

Tho commission fools that tho wholo of Cedar Swarap and Cedar Swamp.J?.ro.~ 
~'2~1. u_cl_i.otlJL~() ls_c:>!! _ _l3_:t:()_e>_0_sho\llcl__ ~~served in its natural s ta to, __l:>;z__ll1ft'_chaso or 

*Designated as open space on Revised p-.{13,n~ap IIIA 



easement from its sever<-cl present owners. Cedar Swamp contains a large reservoir of 
water, helping to maintain the ground water level and it also maintaind a constant 
flow of water in Cedar Swamp Brook. Being a natural soak up area its preservation 
in its natural state will insure the continuation of its function as a flood control 
device. 

It has many potentials for various forms of recreation and wildlife habitat. 
It does not lend itself to building and the commission urges that no att_elllP:t .. E!.Y~.?-~ 
made to drain or fill any part of it for building purposes of any kind. -This is a 
unique wetland area which should be preserved as an ecological study area in 
cooperation with the University of Connecticut. 

Vfe urge also that strict supervision be given to '!llY exist:Ln.g bu,i_;l<:]:i11gs_ :it! 
this watershed so that the swamp or brook will not become £Q).luted. Its unique phat. 
and animal life· make the watershed an ideal area for long .. range study in plant and 
animal ecology. 

(b.) Swamps and wetlands north and south of Mansfield City Road 

These large wetland areas are the headwaters uf the Sa~~ill Brook. On 
the General soils map they are classified as poorly and very poorly drained soils 
and as shallow to bedrock soils, The commission recommends that very careful 
consideration be given to any proposal to attempt to develop these areas, for any 
purposes other than their natural function. To do so is to invite many problems 
unseen now but which will appear in the future in the form of altered water table, 
flooding of surrounding areas, or changing the normal water level of surrounding 
streams .. 

( c. ) Dunham Pond Bog l~ 

The commission is pleased that .the bog north of Dunham Pond seems now 
to be under the management of persons who will care that it be preserved in its 
natural state, but we urge that this be made positive for the future by conservation 
easement or homeovmer' s group cove nan~. 

(d.) Newfound Lake (H~:nsen 1 s ::,nd) and surrounding wetlands>< 

This area in the nor·::C.•·'!<St pe:.:' -Jf town is in one of the l.ast rural 
sections of town. Two acre zo:1:J·:; has b·Ym established here. Be Gause of its steep 
topogranhy-, its shallow to bedrc,:::·<: soils 1md its poorly to very poorly drained 
soils and because the whole area d:,'ains into the Willimantic Reserifoir, the 
commissiDn recommends that very 0c.creful consideration be given to any proposal for 
0evelopment in this area. 

(e.) McLaughlin Pond 11nd south end of Knowlton !'and .y, 

This is an area of aJ,•ost total shallow to bedr~ck soils and does not 
lend itself to development. The ponds are of scenic importar,ce and could be used 
for many forms of outdoor recreation. 

We urge again that careful consideration be given oo any proposed 
development in this area. 

1' Designated as :open space on Hevised p-!jAz-Map IIIA 



:li. Other .Are as 

1. General 

Included in this category are various kinds of land areas of unique 
scenic importance or of importance because of relationship to surrounding landso 

2. Specific recommendations 

The Conservation Commission recommends that the following areas be 
designated as open space. 

(a.) Dreesen Estate -:< 

This area of approximately 57 acres is in the geographical center of 
town, bordering on the west the tovm owned property on Spring Hill. It has all the 
essentials for a town park, forest preserve, wetland preserve, wildlife habitat, 
and other open space uses. Application to acquire this parcel through state and 
federal grants-in-aid has been submitted by the town, following recomnendation by 
this commission, and approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

(b.) Steep ridge to east of Mansfield City Road, north of Puddin Lane. 

(c.) Wolf Rock Area 

This is a prominent 540 foot elevation along the Nipmuck Trail. Tc 
the east and south are wetlands which do not lend themselves to building. It does 
however lend itself to appreciation of Mansfield's varied topography. 

(d.) Fifty Foot Ridge 

This steep area should be protected from development, Located on the 
west side of Chaffeeville Road, it cou]d connect t'1e Town B'arm area and the fe(A'~al 
area, as well as a link to Coney Rock !)'; 1'-" 

(e.) Coney Rock Hill 

This 590 foot high elevation of rugged and sloping landscape hRc'• ''· 
most exceptional view to the south of the i;lansfield HolluCJ Yeservoir and t.r,., '·'2acon 
and Mount Hope Rivers. The entire ridge or glacial terre•.:c· to the north ic! .;• 
interest geologically since it contains a fj'le example o): '•· glacial ,,ot ho1•·· Hloich 
should be preserved. 

(f.) Lions Clu& Park ;< 

Located adjacent to the federal area to the west of Wormwood Hill Road 
this j_s a level well drained area sui table for formal re~.reational use. 

(g.) Park Road Area * 
This area, adjacent to the Lioe:,~ Club Par:·: 3.nd borden ,_ .. Jg on the: :0 8dera1 

area would seem to lend itself to a sanitarf landfill vceration o:or refuse ce5.sposal. 
This is being considered at this time with 'che State Health Department. If it should 
be used for this purpose, the_ commission recommends that it be used as oper. s_,TJace 
when such sanitary landfillQi?:et'ation is c!i~?l.eted!- -

* Designated as open space on E9·.-"c.sed P 3;. Z l:lc.p IIIA 
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(h.) Property adjacent to Town Farm 

There are several pieces of property which JOln the town owned property 
on Spring Hill Road. If long range planning considered the possibility of acquiring 
these properties, it would be possible to create a large multiple use complex in 
the center of the town. 

(i.) AreaB around schools 

l. Vinton School - Enlarge area to include land to the east, This 
area of five acres is being acquired through federal and state financial aid, . .for 
open space purposes and is so designated on Land Use Map IIIA. . 

2. Buchanan School and Southeast School ~ Natural areas arotUld 
these schools would tie in with the federal area. 

3. Northwest School -Nearby Cedar Swamp Brook would provide 
natural areas for outdoor laboratory. 

4. Storrs Grammar School 

(j.) All cemeteries 

(k.) Open space in housing developments to the extent of between 
five and ten percent of total land, considering each development individually. 

(I) Q1'•i..fVr<.. <{ , 
1
oq I ") 

E, Town Owned Property - Spring Hill Road r 

1. Specific Recommendations 

We believe the town should be thinking now in terms of using this open space 
land to create a 11 heart" for Mansfield. 'rhis area is g."_t:)graphicall_;r_in tp§_Center 
of town and the land has several potentials, all of which help to unify the tovm. 
It could be used as a to~~ government center with office building and town hall as 
well as a town recreation center with swimming, sports, picnic and camping facilities, 
including a possible library site. Because of its topography part of it could be 
saved as a nature area in its present state. 

Since Mansfield has no village green and Route 195 only serves as a traffic 
artery and literalJ.y divides the toYm in half, this town property in the center of 
town could be the means of establishing a meeting place for all the people of 
Mansfield. 

F. Co-ordination of Natural Resources and Zoning Regulations 

1. Specific Recommendations 

(a.) Flood Plain Zoning and Stream Channel Encroachment Lines 

A flood plain is the area adjacent to rivers, streams, drainage channels 
or ponds which are in danger of flooding and which are required to carry and dis
charge the overflow during periods of flood. 

A stream channel encroachment line is an arbitrary line established to 
control development of areas adjacent to streams. 

The commission urges the adoption of flood plain zoning and stream 
channel encroachment lin.es along its three rivers. Flood plains along rivers are 
p~f-the-·natural channel and can be developed only at risk to life and property. 
Encroachment into an active flood plain can be prevented by zoning into compatible 
land usage. This might include certain types of agriculture, recreation, forests, 
and 1·eservations. These all help createll;fr6e-n belts" within a comnunity. 



A case in point is the fact that had there been flood plain zoning at 
the time, there would have been no development on parts of Riverview Road and this 
would have allowed greater flexibility in the management of Mansfj_eld Hollow D&ll. 

(b) CJ.penBpace in Develo12me~ 

The commission believes that under Section II-j of the local sub
divi:g_on regulations, -some rovisTon re arciing __ l!P<§ s"pa_ce in deve:l:.opnents;B:s 
provided for under SectiEn 8-2 of the 0upplement to the General 0tatutes, should 
be ke12t jn the local regulatio~~~ 

The Statutes specify that "sub-division regulations shall also provide 
that the (Planning and Zoning ) Commission may provide open spaces for parks and 
playgrounds iiHEN AND IN PLACES DEEMED .ffiOPER BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION w;1ich open 
spaces for parks and playgrounds shall be shovm on the sub-division plan". 

The Conserva~_o_!l?olll!JliSE_io_9 recommends that all s_:ip_gle_{":'J:1-ly d_P.y_elon:-_ 
ments be con_sidered individua].g_as fa_r as _!)roviding _QP_<;ln s_pace :i,s_ co_n_c_erned. 
If -e-ach single family d·eveTclpment were consllreired separately regarding open space, 
according to topography and size of development, the Planning and Zoning Comnissiun 
could still work under the statutes to provide that "when and in places deemed 

T proper" certain percentages of open space be set aside. he shape, size, and 
distribution of the area should be left to the discretion of the P & Z Commission 
in consultation vvith the developer. 

The area could depend upon topography and could even be a green strip 
to provide bicycle and walking trails. Also, depending upon type of land, it could 
be rocky outcroppings, ledges, or wetlands to be left in their natural state, This 
would necessitate overall, long range planning so that as developments continuo to 
expand and multiply, green areas and strips might be tied together, 

The Commission further recommends that the Conservation Commission be 
consulted and that the developer, the Planning and Zoning Commission, and the 
COnservation Commi~sion cooporatlvely work out each individual plan for open spaces 
in development;~ This is the procedure which is being followed in several towns. 

Homeovmni-s AssoGiations should be encourac;ed for park areas in 
developments, with the tmm having easeiOOnt, 

As far as multi-family developments are concerned, the commission 
believes that land for parks and playgrounds could be provided by the developer, 
but that the developer should retain title to this space since he is the private 
owner of the rost of the developmcmt and the care and maintenance should remain 
his responsibility. 
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so.) Industrial Development 

It is urged that the Industrial Development Commission coordinate 
its planning with the Conservation Commission in reference to water resources and 
other natural resources. 

( d, ) Natural and Environmental Be.!';ut\:: 

In speaking of a heritage for our descendants, tho White House 
Message on Natural Beauty has this to say: 

"Beauty is not an easy thing to measure, It does not show up in 
the gross national product, in a weekly pay check, or in profit axvl loss statements. 
But these things are not ends in themselves. They are a road to satisfaction and 
pleasure and tho good life •••• Association with beauty can enlarge man 1 s imagination 
and revive his spirit •••. A prime national goal must be an environment that is 
pleasing to the senses and healthy to live in ••••" 

The Commission believes that industrial development, commercial 
development and modern roads are as necessary to the healthy grm,rth of the town as 
is the development of family dwellings. None of tho results of a town's growth, 
however, need be ugly to the aesthetic scnse~of' rnan-;-i:f t11iiught is efViin~to-t~ 
planning-oCt'hc_s.enecessary adjuncts· oTprogrc(ss-:· ...... ·-- .. ----·------ --------
-~ ___ .. __ .,.. _______ ,..., _________ .-•.. __ . ' -

The commission therefore recommends that careful consideration be 
given to placement of commercial buildings and the landscaping and screening, 
if necessa~J, which should accompany each such development. It is also most 
strongly urged that gravel excavations receive strict supervision and attention 
regarding leveling and reseeding aroas so used. 

G. Recreation 

The outdoors has always boon an important part of American lifo, first as a 
wilderness to be conquered and than as a source of inspiration and recreation. 
Recreation should bo an integral part of evory day environment and planning should 
provide for simple pleasures such as cycling and walking available througtout tho 
commtlnity. This can be providod by linear groan areas and small open spacss and 
parks throughout tho community. Perhaps dopondonco on tho family car should bo 
minimized. 

People who are leaving urban aroas to mako thoir homos in a rural tovm aro 
looking for restful and enjoyable surroundings of troos, grass, and open S?acc. 
But too ofton tho wooded areas and streams surrounding ono new sub-divisioYl aro 
soon cleared or buried in culverts for still more sub-divisions. People find 
themselves traveling further from homo in search of pleasant uncrowded placos 
to enjoy a walk in tho woods or a family picnic or to go swimming, fishing, cr 
boating. Fortunately in Mansfield thoro is still timo to prosorve areas which have 
a potential for recreational usa. 
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It should be noted in this instance that within the town there are two 
privately ovmed tracts which are used for outdoor recreation; the 20 aeres whi~h 
comprise Holiday Hill on Chsffeeville Road and the 45 acres of the Mt. _Hope sb area. 
It should be pointed out also that existing school grounds have potentlals for 
recreation,. 

The commission believes that there is a definite lack of facilities within the 
tovm for swimming and we urge that thought be given, as previously mentioned, to the 
dev<>loj)lnen·t and use of the town property on Spring Hill Road to include a municipal 
swimming plac~ .• 

Also, the eastern edge of the Tovm Farm is suitable for a central park. 

II Small DP.iEhbnT"hrx>d p.::~rks_, pl :"J'b.t·ornlds or 0·tl.ter recreat.iollA.l open spaces form 
::tn -:i.mpn:t.+,:;:nrl-, .~nd nAror.:n:~n ... ·.r pal. (, of the de vel J.:'J:AUo.'.:'!llt of the land.. Their location 
sh<wlri Lo ''A'·-··mlned by some degree of community or neighlooi'hood planning, so that 
each area which is of sufficient extent to need or 5nPt-i fy a neic:hl><.'rllv<Xl ,>pa:> space 
will obtain such an open space of the appl"<'prj at," <>ize anJ a:L the appropriate loca
tion. The best, most economine:t t,imo ·in do this is before or at the time that the 
land is being subdivided •11 ~f 

Again we urge the 1acquisition of a green belt along the whole of the Fenton 
Rivero 

There are innumerable possibilities for the establishment of trails for 
hiking and paths for horseback riding and cycling, on the tovm property. 

We ur~e that thought be given to the areas known as "Wolf Rock", 11Fifty Foot 
Ridge 11 , and 1 Coney Kock Hill" and the entire ridge to the north so that these might 
be preserved, not only from the aesthetic point of view but with the view to their 
use as open areas and outdoor recreation. 

The commission recommends that all agencies concerned do eve_rything possible 
to encourage the establishment of a_g_o_:L_f <;()_urse __ ~thin the tovm. This is not 0:1ly 
an excellent use of land to keep it open tut wouldfill the need for this type of 
recreation in Mansfield. 

The commission has felt from the beginning the great potential of the Vii.1li
mantic River and !>agleville Lake from the VJint of view of recreation, In i o 

present state of pollution of cours8 it is 11seless for swinming or fishing. ·!'J.:e 
commission most strongly urges the >own of .,Iansfield and &11 of its agencies to 
become actively involved in not on~-.-/liiakin&.--·:sure that Mans)oj_eld does not contr-ibute 
to its pollution but to use all if- influe1~~;e in working viith neighboring towns to 
restore the river to its former st:i-:'f.e. It could become one of Mansfield 1 s most 
prized assets. 

H. School Sites 

The commission would recoF .. :··""d that the Board of Education consult with the 
Conservation Commission as well ;, .. ; the Planning and L:on).ng Commission regarding the 
use of available land in the pla·,,_n,_ng of fut:,re school PJ.tes. We ue'ge that some 
consideration be given to the pu:rchase of le.nd to enlarg9 the open areas aro1md some 
existing schools, 

" - From Suggested Land 2ubdiviu; .. cm Regulatj_cns: Housing and Home Finance Agency 
F'. Public bites and Open Sjiac:o-s, page 2:;·:·-
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I. Historical Sites 

We ur(':e the preservation of certain historical sites such as the 
rerist nill on the Fenton River and recor:1r1end that town arcencies work 
closely with the ~lansfield Historical Society in findine >vays to oake 
sure that as we look to the future we do not ir:nore the past, 

J. Map of i\lnnsf ield 

1\ oap of Mnnsfield is included with this report showinc the 
areas listed with ler::end of identifyinr: nunbers as indicated i.n the 
Sunr:tnry on par·:e 13. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Because the connission feels that whatever an individual thinks 
of when he thinks of l"iansfield, whether i.t be our hLUs, our streans, 
our rclacial terranes;.. our rocky and wocded ridr:es, o:-- our deeply 
quiet wetlands and bors, he is thJ.nkin•: 0:f the thinr:c:- 'fhich ;::_;_,re 
i\lansfield its nark of quality, 

Secretar"' of the Interior Stewart Ud.all tells ':•c: in his ''Quiet 
Crisis" that "each peneration has its o~m rendezvouc: ;,;-ith the land, 
for despite our fee titles and clains "f ownership, ~-.:8 are al:. brief 
tenants on this planet. By choice, o:~ 1:;·;- default, o.rr,, will CEHVe out 
a land legacy for our heirs. He can ni.11-use the 1.;-.n-'i and din;~tish 
the usefulness of resources, or we can create a wo:r::~rl in which 
physical affluence and affluence of the spirit rro hand in hand ..... 
Our successes in space and our triunphs of technolocy hold a hidden 
danr·er; as nodern nan increasinrly arror:cites to hinself doo.inion 
over the physical envirom1ent, there is the risk that his false pride 
will cause hin to take the resources of the earth for r:ranted -- .and 
to lose all reverence for the land." 

The nenbers of this connission feel that the status which we 
1-:ive the natural resources of !1ansfield will· Deasure the der:ree of 
our reverence for the land, 

In the three hundred years since the white nan landed in North 
f,nerica, he has r·:reatly altered the face of the land. There are few 
areas left where his heavy hand is not apparent. Nany of the chan[-,es 
have lowered the quality of the land and nost of these chanr-es 
unfortunately are irreversible. 

Here in !"iansfield, it is not too late to keep the oark of 
quality on our town for our children to inherit. 1Jiie believe, there
fore, that the tioe to preserve this oark is now - this day and 
this year. 

Nay 12, 1966 

THE 111\NSFIELD CONSERV1\TION COMMISSION 

Sanuel G. Dodd, M.D., Chairnan 
Clara l"icGuire, Secretary 
Audrey Barberet 
Ruth Cooran 
Paul Taylor 
Robert Peters 
Hf9lt}:;;-ld Perkins 



8JJltiM:AHY of areas where n.Rt,,n:GJ. , . .,""..,_,__....,o<:;! are involved which the f'-otJ8or-vD--i:ion 
--- · · ~·:(_,rnm.;...o~iou 1'A1i...Av-es: deserve conside.i-~,_ ...... 'i-'oQ::.>"'I'~~-i.'l::'q;r their use and/Dr 

preservat;i,·m "nfl which the commission recommends sho'J.1d be designate<\ o.s 
cpen space on the Land Use Map <Cf the Town: 

RIVERS~ STREAMS .AND BROOKS 

1'b<-:l WiUimaotic River (3) Dree sen Estate l' 

The Fenton River * (16) Ridge east of )hnsfield Cj·~,. 11:<1. 

(ll) 

(19) 
north 01' p·,,hlin r.~.n" ( (:) 

Wolf Rock llt·ea (9) The Mt. Hope River ·f( 

Cedar Swamp Brook lf (l) 

North Eagleville Brook (24) 

Nelson Brook (2) 

Sawmill Brook ( 6) 

Schoolhouse Brook (10) 

Conantville Brook (7) 

Codfish Falls Ravine (15) 

Valentine Ravine (14) 

Cider Mill Brook (25) 

WETLJINDS 

Cedar SV'ramp if- (l) 

Swamps north ;'ind south 
of Mansfield City Rd.(5) 

T\lllham Pond Bog lf ( 4) 

Newfound Lake (Hansen's 
Pond) area lf ( 20) 

McLaughlin Pon<), 
Knowli;on Pond * ( 18) 

Fifty Foot Ridge 

Coney Rock Hill 

Lions Club Recreation Park * 
Park Road area If 

( 13) 

(21.) 

(22) 

Property adjacent to Town Farm (26) 

Areas around schools (23) 

All Cemeteries 

Open space ;in housing developments 

-:f - Indicates already designated as open space on Land Use Map IIIA 

The numbers in parat!Jm,sis correspond to numbers given to these areas on the legend 
of the "'"1' pl'RscntBd to the Plauninr, A\Jd Z.o1dng rornmission and attached t.o this 
l'UJ;nr·t. 
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AN OPBN SPAC:!: PL~~ !.9!.'. J'HG TO'il\T OF ]iiANSFIELD 

Effective September 14, 1966, the following amendments to the Open Space Plan 
dated l\iay 12, 1966 are made: 

Page #2 -Under II. A (Definition) 
2nd paragraph: Delete in its entirety the first sentence reading: "This 

commission has defined open space as any area on which 
there is no permanent construction". 

Page #3 -Under III. B, 1, a. (The Willimantic River) 
Delete the sentence: 11We recommend tha·t the entire area souL11 of P:l.";i ns 
Road be designated as open space and flood plain. 11 

Substi tuto this sentence: We recommend the designation of flood plain 
zoning for tho area south of Stafford P~ad, southeast of Plains Road 
and adjacent to tho north end of haglovillo l.ako, such flood plain to 
correspond to tho area so dGsignated on the Genura1 3":!.1s Map of tho 
Town of Mansfield. 

Page #5 - After Item (l) (Cider Mill Brook) 1\.DD Item ( m) to read: 

(m). Natchaug River 

Wo recommend the designation of flood plain zoning for the area 
along the loop formed by tho Natchaug River in tho southeastern part 
of tho town at Riverview Road, such flood plain to correspond to tho 
area so designated on tho General Soils Map of the Tovm of llllan.sfinld. 

Pago #8 -After Item (k.) ADD Item (1.) to road: 

(1.) Dunstan property on Comotory Road 

This area of approximately 13 acres has frontage on Gomotory Road 
and extends back to Echo Lake. The Town of Mansfield owns tho pond 
bottom of Echo Lake but has no pro01rty to give it access to tho lake. 
This aroa could bo dovclopod into an outdoor rocroational sito in 
Mansfield Center, 

Tho Mansfield Conservation Commission 

Clara McGuire, Chairman 
Samuel G. Dodd, M.D. 
Audrey Barberot 
Ruth Coogan 
Paul Taylor 
Robert Peters 
Harold Perkins 

Sopt. 14, 1966 
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KEY t ·· 

!'.IVERS, STHEA!'S, BROOKS 

WilliJnai·1tic River 
Fenton Rivor 
1\t. Hope River 
Cedar Swamp Brook 
N.Eagleville Brook 
Nelson Brook 
Sa.-nd.ll Brook 
Schoolhouse Brook 
Conantville Brook 
Codfish Falls Rav. 
Valentine llavine 
Cider 1'ill Brook 

I 

0) 
(16) 
( 19) 
(1) 
(24) 
(2) 
(6) 
(10) 
(7) 
(15) 
(14) 
(25) 

Ce@' 2\yamp (1) 
S\·:a<llps north & south 
of >~D.sfield City 
Road (5) 

DcJ>.ha>o Fond Bog (4) 
Ne;;fou.Dd Lake 

(Hansen's Fond) (20) 
l,:cLuughlin Pond, 

Ynowl ton Pond 

O'i'?..ER AREAS 

(18) 

Dreesen Estate (11) 
Ridt;e e. of !f.ansficld City 
&., N. of Fnddin Lane (8) 

Yiolf Rock Area (9) 
Fifty Foot Ridge 
Coney Rock Hill 
Lions Club Park 
Park Row:\ area 
Pro~erty adjacent 
t0 to·rtn fc.rrn 

;',_reo.s aroW1d 

(12) 
(13) 
(21) 
(22) 

(26) 

s~hools (23 )' . 

E G E N 
1 SCNOOI..S! 

I.I"'IN H!CHWAYS 

TOW!< fiOAOS 

SCALE 

0 I 2 
~ ;:P:::•=:::::s . ..,.~ ~ 

MILES 1960 





~· ' ~ .... w. 

9) ENVIROili·!ENT.AL AliD ESTHE"PIC CONSIDERATIONS 

Finding: It re~uires no great breadth of observation nor depth of 
perception to realize that the relation between the physical symbol 
for higher education and the world around it has not achieved the 
high standard that the State deserves. The exterior appearance of 
facilities, on the whole, is spartan at best; in the layout and 
design of_facilities, the-environment has more often than not been 
either neglected or totally ignored.· 

Rec·ommendations: Ever-y- effort should be made to achieve the highest 
level of quality in t.lJ.ese vi tal areas. Respect for environmental 
factors in· site planning, energy conservation, and the preservation 
of natural resources is of prime importance in a field Hhich, by 
definition, ·is a-maJor influence in the shaping of the vorld He live 
in and hope to enjoy. 

Furtherinore, we are dealing in an area whose visual impact is evident 
well in advance· of its :flli'lctional effect. It is essential, therefore·, 
that creations resulting from the l'iaster Plan, in every case, be a 
distinct credit to the institution that inspired it, the State that 
hosts it, and the taxpayer who supports it. 

In particular, funds should not only be budgeted but reserved, first, 
·for pla.niring which will result in an agreeable natural setting, and 
second, for interiors in l'hich stimulating iWrks of creative art may 
be displayed and appreciated. 

1/23/73 
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PREVIOUS OPEN SPACE PROPOSALS 

At various times in the past the Conservation Commission, the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, the Natural Areas Committee of t~e 

·University, the Recreational Service Commission, and the Park Planning Committee 

have advanced proposals for open space and related types of recreation. The Plan

ning and Zoning Commission has in fact adopted an Open Space Plan which was.prepared 

by the Conservation Commission in 1966. It is the function of the present plan to 

codify these various proposals as .much as to make new recommendations. The follow

ing is a summary listing of various open space proposals which have been advanced 

over the past several years. These proposals are also depicted on the Existing and 

Previously Proposed Open Space Map. Numbers in parentheses in the following text 

are keyed to this map. 

1. The "Open.Space Plan for the Town of Mansfield", prepared by the Conservation 

Commission and adopted by the Planning and Zoning Commission in 1966, contains 

the following recommendations. 

(a) Flood plain zoning is recommended for the flood plains areas of: 

1) The Willimantic River ( 4) 

2) The Fenton River (5) 

3) The Mount Hope River north of the federal area (6) 

4) The lower portion of the Natchaug River (6) 

(b) A permanent greenbelt should be established along the Fenton River, 

presumably by land purchases (7) 

(c) The following areas should be designated as open space: 

1) Cedar Swamp (8), Cedar Swamp Brook and Nelson ~rook (9), to 

be preserved by purchase or easement. 

2) Dunham Pond .Bog (10), Newfound Lake (Hansen's Pond) and 

surrounding wetlands, McLaughlin Pond and south end of Knowlton 

Pond (12), all be designated as open spa.;:e but be kept in private 

ownership. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

3) The Dreesen Estate be purhcased (this was recently bought by 

the town) . 

4) Lions Club Park (13) and Park Road landfill (14) area be de

signated as open space. 

The "Streambelt Report" is an analysis of the characteristics of streambel t 

areas. Preservation of these areas is deemed both desirable and necessary; 

streamblet areas have been identified in this report on the Conservation 

Resources Map. The "Streambelt Report" is an invaluable source of information 

on the specifics of Mansfield's natural features; however, it was not the 

function of the report to make recommendations for specific areas to be pre

served and purchased, other than stating that the town's whole system of 

streambelts should not be encroached or built upon. 

The Conservation Commission, the Recreational Service Commission, and the 

Park Planning Committee have all made detailed recommendations on the develop

ment of nature study and recreation areas at School House Brook Park. (3) 

The Conservation Commission; in a set of undated position papers, has made a 

series of recommendations on the open space resources of Mansfield. These 

recommendations include: 

(a) Rebuilding Eagleville Dam on the Willimantic River, money for which 

has been appropriated by the Legislature (15). 

(b) Support of the Windham Regional Planning Agency recommendation that 

a linear recreational park be developed along the banks of the Natchaug 

River below the pumping station. (16). 

(c) That that portion of the Mount Hope River above the Mansfield Hollow 

Reservoir be protected as a future source of water from ground wells. 

(17) 
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(d) That the University designate the following areas it owns as open 

space: 

1) Cedar Swamp Brook (18) 

2) Valentine Ravine (19) 

3) Land adjacent to Storrs Grammar School (20) 

4) Tift Pond or Sulivan's Pond (21) 

5) Land adjacent to Fifty Foot (22) 

6) Orchard property abutting School House Brook.(23) 

7) Fenton River lands (non-University owned la~d is proposed for 

public ownership in the Open Space Plan) (24) 

OPEN SPACE STANDARDS 

Table 33, .Examples of Open Space and Recreation Standards is a summary tabulation 

of such standards outlined for various types of communities by different.authorities 

in the field. Perhaps the open space standard most applicable to Mansfield is that 

outlined by the National Park Service of the U.S. Department of the Interior. This 

standard is 15 acres of loca1 "parks, wilderness, natural preserves, and scientific 

monuments" per 1,000 people. This open space should be within 25 miles or one hour 

travel time of residents --a standard which would apply.to any point in Mansfield. 

It is obvious that by strict application of this standard, Mansfield's open space 

needs have been met for the foreseeable future. 

A word of qualification is in order about interpreting and applying this standard 

for open space. First, this is a minimum standard which is outlined to meet the 

minimum open space needs of a community. Second, a standard wuch as this can not 

. reflect"\he need or desire to preserve unique features in a community such as those 

outlined in the inventory of natural features at the beginning of this plan. Third, 

an open space standard pays no heed to the character of the community to which it 

is being applied. Mansfield is now a predominantly rural town, and in order to pre

serve this rural quality, far larger amounts of open space are necessary than those 

suggested, Fourth, were it not for the Mansfield Hollow Reservoir property, the 

town would have a severe deficiency of open space. Mansfield Hollow is essentially 
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