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TOWN OF MANSFIELD  

TRAFFIC AUTHORITY MEETING 

September 27, 2016 – 9:00 am 

Approved Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: J. Carrington, D. Dilaj, L. Painter, B. LaVoie, F. Raiola, R. Cournoyer 
 
Members Absent: M. Hart 

  
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by John Carrington. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
August 23, 2016 Meeting Minutes – Motion made by B. LaVoie and seconded by F. Raiola to 
approve the minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Old Business 
 

a. Speed Limits at Storrs Center (F. Raiola) – Raiola stated that the speed limit through 
Storrs Center was 25mph and was almost hit.  The State Traffic Commission has to 
review speed limits to lower them.  Raiola consulted with Cournoyer with his 
recommendation it was to lower the speed limit to 15 mph.  Research will be done to 
see if 25 mph was approved and do traffic counts.  State Traffic Commission needs to 
approve if speed limit is reduced to 15mph.  Waiting until businesses are completed 
then traffic will be checked.  25 mph speed limit sign is mounted.  F. Raiola suggested 
to evaluate as business sector grows.  Review in the fall and determine the capacity 
of the business sector. Wilbur Cross Way will be studied once the buildout is 
complete to determine if the speed limit should be changed to 15 mph.  Leave 
as old business. 

 
b. E.O. Smith / Bolton Road Extension – Motion made by Dilaj, seconded by LaVoie 

to contact DOT to determine if turning area is warranted (signal arrow) on Bolton Road 
Extension.  Passed unanimously.  Letter needs to be sent to OSTA requesting light 
with green arrow.  Letter has been sent to DOT – not heard back yet.  Still waiting to 
hear from OSTA.  Leave as old business. 

 
c. Traffic Signal at the Intersection of Route 32 and Route 31 (S. Mitchell) – Light at 

the Intersection would not solve the problem as it would be in conflict with the flashing 
light at the drive-in causing more congestion.  A letter will be sent to the State 
requesting a study to be done to install a traffic light at that intersection.  Letter sent to 
the State to conduct study as both roads are State roads.  Letter received by CTDOT, 
they are looking into it.  Still waiting to hear from CTDOT.  Leave as old business. 

 
d. Passing Zones on Route 195 between Puddin Lane and Mansfield Hollow Road 

(J. Carrington) – A letter was received from OSTA with a recommendation that 
denied removal of the passing zones on Route 195 (Storrs Road) between 
Puddin Lane and Mansfield Hollow Road, in the Town of Mansfield.  It was 
determined that the passing zones between Puddin Lane and Mansfield Hollow 
Road meet or exceed the Department of Transportation’s minimum 
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requirements for available sight distance and zone length.  However, 
considering vehicle operating speeds, roadway geometry, and roadside 
topography, the northerly end of the northbound passing zone should be 
revised to provide for a longer no passing zone.  Consequently, the passing 
zone will be shortened by approximately 170 feet.  Service Memorandum No. 
100932 will be issued to implement these improvements pending approval of 
this report.   

 
e. Traffic Signal Request at the Intersection of Old Kent Road and Route 32 (L. 

Sweeney) – J. Carrington asked for input from the two residents.  L. Sweeney stated 
the sight distance is poor and she has seen two accidents at this location.  The owner 
of 53 Stafford Road parks cars in the driveway which blocks the sight line.  S. Baker 
is a school bus driver and stated it is hard to get out of that intersection.  There are 
large snow banks in the winter and he cannot go across two lanes.  The residents felt 
this intersection has sight line issues and is a safety concern.  J. Carrington suggested 
to submit a request for the State to do a traffic study for a light.  Motion was made by 
F. Raiola to forward a request to the State to look at the intersection for a traffic light.  
Motion was seconded by D. Dilaj and passed unanimously.  The August 23, 2016 
letter requesting a review of the subject intersection to determine if a traffic 
control signal is warranted was received by OSTA.  The letter was forwarded to 
the Department’s Division of Traffic Engineering for their review and response.  
OSTA # 077-1609-01 has been assigned to this review. 

 
f. Sightlines at the Intersection of Route 275 and Route 32 (J. McGarry) – A letter 

from CTDOT District II was received on September 6, 2016 in regards to a 
request from the Traffic Authority.  The District’s Traffic Engineer evaluated the 
sightlines at the intersection of Routes 275 and 32.  It was determined that the 
tall grass in front of a fence did restrict the sightline looking north from west of 
Route 275.  The Bolton Maintenance Facility, District 1, maintains this location 
and has cut down the tall grass.  This has accomplished the maximum 
achievable sightline with the current geometry of Route 32. 

 
g. Dangerous Intersections along Route 32 (J. Carrington) – A letter from CTDOT 

District II was received on September 6, 2016 in regards to a request from the 
Traffic Authority.  The request for a review of various roads intersecting Route 
32, to confirm that they are in accordance with State and Federal standards, and 
to determine whether improvements can be made to increase motorists’ safety, 
is not something the District Office can provide.  The request was forwarded to 
the Office of Traffic Engineering in Newington. 

 
New Business 
 

a. Intersection of Mansfield City Road and Stearns Road for Sightline 
Improvements (D. Dilaj) – A memorandum was presented to the Traffic Authority in 
regards to the realignment of the intersection of Mansfield City Road and Stearns Road 
to improve operating characteristics and improve sightlines.  D. Dilaj pointed out after 
reviewing geometry and sight distances, the stopping sight distance from the northern 
leg of Mansfield City Road looking eastbound is estimated at 185 feet, short of the 
necessary 205 feet.  Looking west, the stopping sight distance was estimated at 315 
feet in excess of the 200 feet required.  The stopping sight distance is the minimum 
required distance for a driver to observe, respond, and execute an emergency 
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stopping maneuver.  Motion was made by D. Dilaj, seconded by B. LaVoie, to add a 
stop ahead sign and a stop sign on the eastern leg heading westbound on Mansfield 
City Road.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

b. Truck Traffic on Dog Lane (L. Painter) – L. Painter received a phone call from a 
resident about truck traffic on Dog Lane.  The resident was concerned about the safety 
of kids with trucks traveling on Dog Lane.  J. Carrington stated according to 
Connecticut General Statutes, the Traffic Authority cannot prohibit a truck that 
originates or has a destination within the Town from any street or highway.  J. 
Carrington requested the resident to provide more information about the kind of trucks 
traveling on Dog Lane.  
 

Future Meeting 
 
The next scheduled meeting is October 25th at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room B. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion made by B. LaVoie, seconded by D. Dilaj, to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sheri Baczanski 
Public Works Specialist 
 

 


