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YSB Advisory Minutes 
Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

12:00 noon @ Mansfield Town Hall 
Conf. Rm. B 

 
Board Members  
Present: 
Ethel Mantzaris, Chair  
Patricia Michalak, YSB Coordinator 
Kathleen McNamara, YSB Social Worker 
Kevin Grunwald, Human Service Director 
Chuck Leavens, EOS Crisis Worker 
Frank Perrotti, Resident 
Teri Hebert, Educational Consultant 
Kelsey Campbell, Social Work student 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

- Meeting called to order at 12:01 PM by Chair, Ethel Mantzaris 
 

II. Approval of minutes 
 

- Meeting minutes from June 14, 2011 were accepted and approved with corrections in the 
titles of some staff and board members 

 
III. Reports  

 
- Director’s Report - Kevin Grunwald 

 
o 40 children received camperships in over 50 weeks of day and overnight camps. 

Children went to a variety of camps, and the experience was life changing for 
them. Several of their thank you notes were read during the meeting. 
 

o During the tropical storm last week, the Human Service Department provided 
emergency shelter for residence without power. The shelter was staffed 24 hours a 
day for two days and 5:30 AM through 10 PM through Labor Day. Residents 
were provided food, water, showers, and support. This was the first time the 
department was called to do this, and it was a success. 
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o Sandy Baxter will be retiring on September 30th. Final interviews have taken 
place for her replacement. 

 
- Coordinator’s Report - Patricia Michalak 
 
o Clinical: We received new referrals for our February Grief Group. We are meeting with 

several of the families individually in preparation for their participation in the group. This 
is a new initiative to provide support during the early stages of grief. In addition there has 
been an increase in walk-ins from families new to the community or families looking for 
financial assistance. 

  
o Leap:  Over 20 students met at MMS for a personalized tour and question and answer 

period.  Students from the Sunshine club assisted the in coming 5th graders with their 
transition to middle school.  YSB worked in conjunction with middle school guidance 
counselors and school psychologist to make this a successful event. 

 
o Challenge:  Successfully completed their 35th year, 16 students attended the week long 

adventure including rock climbing, canoeing and hiking. 
 

o Camperships:    
Total Participants 40 
Total # of weeks spent at Day Camp 17 
Total # of weeks Overnight Camp 33 

 
 

o Girl’s group:  An after school initiative for at risk girls resulted in half of the girls 
receiving scholarships to attend over night camp for the first time. 

 
o Multi Family Therapy Group:  This group met over the summer and continues to be a 

stabilizing intervention for at risk families over the summer. 
 

IV. Old Business 
 

- Youth Work Employment- Frank Perrotti recommended that we find a way to continue to 
allow middle school children to be paid for their work. Kevin Grunwald and Patricia 
Michalak will look at the budget for the next meeting.  

- Challenge Update- Slide Show Presentation. Chuck Leavens and Frank Perrotti were 
thanked for the dedication and perseverance enabling this program to continue for thirty-
five years. 

 
 
 
 

V. New Business 
 

- The 2012 yearly Advisory Board meeting schedule was disbursed. 



- Introduction of new Social Work student Kelsey Campbell. 
Kelsey Campbell is an advanced placement social work student at the University of 
Connecticut. She achieved her bachelor’s degree in Social Work at Eastern Connecticut 
State University. She is interested in working with groups, which is a perfect match for 
the Youth Service Bureau because we do so much work with groups. Kelsey will be 
working with YSB twenty hours a week. She will be working with our Girl’s Group, 
Cope, Grief Group, Parent’s Group, and will be taking on clinical cases as well.  

 
 

VI. Other 
 
     -    None         
 

VII. Adjournment  
 

- Next meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 
- Meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM 
- Minutes submitted by Kelsey Campbell 


