The Homework Story
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Homework instructions for success:
1. Do your homework on graph paper.  Use a pencil for all math homework
1. Be sure to put your name on your work before you start!  This information should be on your homework paper: I have a rubber stamp that you can use at the top of your papers if you like.
1. Always use a straight-edge for lines.  It does not need to be a ruler – it can be an index card, a pencil, etc. 
1. Please make a line across the paper at the bottom of each problem so I know where one ends and the next begins and also clearly indicate your answer when appropriate.  Use a straight-edge for the line.
1. Homework problems do not need to be correct, but they do need to be your best effort.  If the answer can be checked you should show all work for doing this.  You are encouraged to use hints and help as a tool, but if you copy it directly without showing that you can do the work, you will get zero credit for the assignment
You will not get full credit for your assignment if you do not follow these instructions

F.A.Q.
Why does Ms. ElShakhs collect and grade our homework?
I use your homework to evaluate how well you understood a lesson or concept, and to determine if you, or perhaps the whole class, might need some extra time or extra help on a particular topic.
Your homework is graded on effort and on your willingness to follow directions so that I am able to read and understand your work.  Homework is not graded on the amount of correct or incorrect answers because homework is a practice opportunity for you and a ‘formative assessment’ opportunity for me.

Why is Ms. ElShakhs so picky about straight lines, space around a problem, doing numbers in order, labeling which number, everything?
In order for me to learn about your understanding of the homework, I need to be able to know which problem you are answering, find all of the problems that you answered, understand the steps of your work, and read all of your writing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each of the requirements that I have for homework assignments have been developed over time as I determined what made some assignments clearer an easier to read and understand.  I am usually trying to get through about 100 homework assignments at a time, with 5 or more questions each.  The easier it is for me to see the students’ work and their steps, the more likely it is that I will have time to sleep.  Just kidding – I will sleep – you do not want me overtired!  If it is hard to read assignments, though, I am not able to understand your math growth as well or plan the best way to support your growth.




I want to get a 5/5 on my homework assignments – how can I make sure that I get this grade?
Try using this handy checklist!
	
	I labeled my paper with Name, Date, Assignment and class #


	
	I had my work completely finished at the beginning of class


	
	I did my work in pencil and used a ruler


	
	I wrote in legible handwriting that was not too small or too light.  


	
	I left enough space to allow each line to be read, and to have room for comments or corrections.

	
	I did the problems in order down the page with a ruler line between each problem


	
	I clearly identified the problem number and given information


	
	I showed my setup for the problem and neatly showed my steps in solving the problem

	
	I checked my solution back in the original problem when possible


	
	I clearly labeled and identified my final answer, and stated it in a sentence for word problems

	
	I corrected any problems during class that I did not get correct


	
	My paper is neat, without spiral notebook edges, tears, stickiness






Sample Homework Paper
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