Literature Circles Final Project – Challenge Essay Rubric
	
	To earn an F (0-60)…
	To earn a D (60-70)…
	To earn a C (70-80)…
	To earn a B (80-90)…
	To earn an A (90-100)…

	Comparison of two adaptations of the same story

(40 points)
	The student has not specified which adaptation they are writing about.
	 -The student has specified which adaptation they will be comparing their literature circle novel to.
-The student has not explained the differences and similarities between the two formats.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-The student has done a shallow compare and contrast without much analysis.
	 -The student has specified which adaptation they will be comparing their literature circle novel to.
-The student has barely explained the differences and similarities between the two formats.
-The student has compared and contrasted the two adaptations, but not much effort has been put into the essay.
	-The student has specified which adaptation they will be comparing their literature circle novel to.
-The student has explained the differences and the similarities between the two formats of the story, but without many details.
-The student has done a compare and contrast analysis of the two adaptations and has put some effort into the essay.
	-The student has specified which adaptation they will be comparing their literature circle novel to.
-The student has thoroughly explained the differences and the similarities between the two formats of the story.
-The student has done a thorough compare and contrast analysis of the two adaptations and has put a clear amount of effort into the essay.

	Evaluation of the effectiveness of each adaptation

(20 points)
	-The student has not evaluate the effectiveness of the adaptation.
	-The student has evaluated the effectiveness of the adaptation, but has not listed any specific examples.

	-The student has specified specific qualities of the adaptation in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original story, but these qualities are vague or weak.
- If writing about an actual historic event, the student has specified specific qualities of their literature circle novel (the adaptation) in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original news story, but these qualities are vague or weak.
	-The student has specified one or two specific qualities – such as author’s or director’s choices - of the adaptation in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original story.
- If writing about an actual historic event, the student has specified one or two specific qualities of their literature circle novel (the adaptation) in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original news story.
	-The student has specified specific qualities – such as author’s or director’s choices - of the adaptation in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original story.
- If writing about an actual historic event, the student has specified specific qualities of their literature circle novel (the adaptation) in evaluating whether or not it is an effective adaptation of the original news story.

	Use of specific examples from the two adaptations

(20 points)
	The student barely mentions the adaptation of the original story in their essay.
	-The student has not used any specific examples from the adaptation in his or her essay but, instead, writes about the adaptations in a vague or general way.
- The student has not used this example to support his or her arguments.
	-The student has used at least one specific example from the adaptation and original source in his or her essay, but the example is not cited in MLA.
-The student has used this example to support his or her arguments, but the supports are very weak.
	-The student has used specific examples from the adaptation and original source in his or her essay. The examples are cited in MLA, but incorrectly.
-The student has used these examples to support his or her arguments, but the arguments could have been more strongly supported.
	-The student has used specific examples from the adaptation and original source in his or her essay, citing them in MLA format when applicable.
-The student has used these examples to strongly support his or her arguments.

	Length

(10 points)
	The submission is incomplete.
	The submission is typed but is very short.
	The submission is typed, but is between 400 and 550 words.
	The submission is typed and is between 550 and 600 words.
	The submission is typed and at least 600 words.

	Effort and ability to stay on-task

(10 points)
	The student is highly disruptive during the silent work period and does not remain on-task.
	The student was not on-task or was not prepared to work on the assignment in class. The student had to be reminded more than once to stay on-task.
	During the class time given to work on the project, the student is on-task and working silently about 70% of the time. The student was reminded more than once to stay on-task.
	During the class time given to work on the project, the student is working silently and engaged in the task at hand about 90% of the time. The student was reminded once to stay on-task.
	During the class time given to work on the project, the student is working silently and is engaged in the task at hand. The student does not need to be reminded even once to stay on-task.


For those doing the challenge essay for extra credit: in order for this essay to count for 10 points of extra credit, you must get at least an 80%.
Those who choose this option will be exempt from for journal assignments in our next unit.
