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1.  Read the rest of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer independently.  
2. Select one of the following essay questions.  It would be best if you choose this question ahead of time so that you can gather notes while you read.  These notes will help you write your essay when finished.  
3. You will receive two grades for this assignment.  One will be an effort grade as demonstrated in your notes.  Your notes will need to include quotes, images, symbols, or other important elements that will help you in your analysis of the text.  The second grade will be for the essay (scoring guidelines attached).  This essay will exempt you from four journal entries.
Essay Options:
1.  Discuss Twain’s use of satire in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Explain how this element of author’s craft either enhances or detracts from the text.  Be sure to include an analysis of how well it’s used.

2. Several of the characters express racist attitudes about blacks and Indians, but no character ever expresses an opposing point of view.  Is it enough for Twain to have accurately shown the prejudices of the society he is writing about without having a character express an opposing viewpoint?  Would a more forceful condemnation of racist attitudes have strengthened or weakened the novel?  


3. Consider the characters of Aunt Polly, Becky Thatcher, and the Widow Douglas.  Based on their actions and statements, what might Twain be saying about the role or function of women in the society he is describing?  

4. Complete an analysis of the narrator’s voice in this text.  Who is the narrator?  Do you think Twain effectively separates the narrator from the characters?   How would you describe this narrator?  Was the choice of this narrator, and the development of his voice, an appropriate selection for this novel?


5. Discuss the following statement by Shelley Fisher Fishkin: “Twain’s Tom is full of youthful energy, to be sure, but his character is more complicated than that.”  Identify some of Tom’s most dominant character traits.  Does Twain create Tom as a “real” and fully developed character?  

(Essay questions excerpted and adapted from the Arts Midwest Big Read Project.)




Essay Scoring:
	The essay includes a thorough introduction to the author’s craft, whether it’s satire, character development, theme, or another element.

25 points
	
	

	The essay includes abundant support from the text.  The examples are incorporated into the student’s analysis and are explained thoroughly.

 25 points
	
	

	The text examples are documented with the page numbers in MLA format.

10 points
	
	

	The essay includes an evaluation of the author’s craft, complete with the student’s analysis of the effectiveness and the effects on the reader.

25 points
	
	

	The essay has been edited for usage and mechanics.  

15 points
	
	






