Literature Circle Roles – Grading Guidelines
Discussion Director Grading Guidelines: (Use your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Questions: The student has asked no less than five questions.
	25

	Answers: The student has answered all five questions to the best of his or her ability.
	25

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that these questions apply to at the top of the journal entry.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15

	Discussion Leader Role: The student has taken notes on his or her group’s responses and has turned them in to the teacher at the end of class.
	25



Passage Pinpointer Grading Guidelines: (Use your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Passage: The student has selected a passage and has rewritten it in their journal.
	25

	Significance: The student has written why this passage was significant or meaningful for the plot underneath the passage.
	25

	MLA: The student has used proper MLA in-text citations for the passage.
	10

	Question: The student has written one thought-provoking discussion question that applies to the passage.
	15

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the journal entry.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15




Journalist Grading Guidelines: (Use a separate piece of paper, not your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Article: Student has selected a news article, has printed it out, and has brought it to class.
	25

	Connection: Student has written about the aspect of the book they have learned more about from the article.
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	Question: The student has written one question they still have about the article on a separate piece of paper that is stapled to the article.
	15

	MLA: The student has used proper MLA in-text citations for the article.
	10

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15



Connector Grading Guidelines: (Use your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Connection: The student has identified a connection between a book and something else.
	25

	Elaboration: The student has explained the connection enough so that it makes sense. 
	20

	Significance: The student has explained why this connection is significant for the book and readers.
	20

	Length: The connection is at least a page-long journal entry.
	10

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15





Adaptation Artist Grading Guidelines: (Use a separate piece of paper, not your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Adaptation: The student has created an artistic adaptation based on the portion of the literature circle novel they have just read.
	25

	Relevance: The student’s adaptation is clearly inspired by the literature circle novel.
	25

	Paragraph: The student has written a paragraph explaining what he or she created and what part of the book the adaptation is based on. The paragraph is turned in on a separate piece of paper with the adaptation.
	25

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15



Six Traits Identifier Grading Guide: (Use your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Identification of Author’s Craft: The student has identified which of the six traits he or she will be writing about.
	25

	Quotations: The student has provided at least two specific examples or quotations to support their identification.
	25

	Evaluation: The student has included an evaluation of the effectiveness of the author’s choices.
	25

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15



Word Finder Grading Guide: (Use a separate piece of paper, not your journal)
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Words: The student has indicated five words from the section of the novel they have just read that were either confusing or important to the story.
	25

	Dictionary Definition: The student has provided a dictionary definition for each of the words they have identified.
	15

	Part of Speech: The student has indicated the parts of speech for the words they have chosen.
	15

	Sentences: The student has written 1-3 sentences for each word about why the word was important to the story or why they found it confusing.
	20

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15



DJ Grading Guidelines:
	Category:
	Points Possible:

	Song: The student has chosen a song which they can prove is relevant to the book they are reading in his or her literature circle group.
	25

	Lyrics: The student has printed out the lyrics to the song they have chosen.
	25

	Paragraph: The student has written a paragraph about how the song’s lyrics connect to what is happening in the story. The student has turned in the lyrics along with the paragraph.
	25

	Format: The student has written their name, the date, and the section of the book (or chapters) that their passage applies to at the top of the assignment.
	10

	Preparation for class: The student is an active part of the literature circle group and has brought his or her book. The student has shared his or her role task. During the silent reading period, the student it on-task and silent.
	15




