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TEXT STRUCTURE.  You identified a variety of ways authors organize their fiction, including but not limited to the use of:  
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--flashback
--point of view (1st or 3rd; perspective)
--single or multiple points of view
--chapter length
--use of cliffhangers 
--sentence length
--organizing around conflict
--paragraph length
--number of characters and conflicts
--balancing dialogue and narration
--slowing down and speeding up
--time span (minutes?  Hours? Days? Decades?
--length of scene
--format (prose? Poetry? Documentary?)
--setting/time
--music


Now consider how the authors of several short stories organized their texts.

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson
1. In what point of view is this story told?  (If it's 3rd person, specify whether it's limited or omniscient.)  Was this a good choice?  Why?


2. What's the time span in which this story is told?  (hours?  days?  months?  years?)


3. Describe the overall structure of the way this story is organized.  (For instance, does it begin in the middle and then move forward using flashbacks?  Is the whole piece a flashback?  Is it told in chronological order with some flashbacks?)



4. Identify one moment when the author chose to "slow down" a scene to provide you with more detail.



5. Identify one place where the author "speeds up" to let you infer what happens and to save you from unnecessary detail.

“Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara
6. In what point of view is this story told?  (If it's 3rd person, specify whether it's limited or omniscient.)  Was this a good choice?  Why?


7. What's the time span in which this story is told?  (hours?  days?  months?  years?)


8. Describe the overall structure of the way this story is organized.  (For instance, does it begin in the middle and then move forward using flashbacks?  Is the whole piece a flashback?  Is it told in chronological order with some flashbacks?)



9. Identify one moment when the author chose to "slow down" a scene to provide you with more detail.



10. Identify one place where the author "speeds up" to let you infer what happens and to save you from unnecessary detail.

“On The Bridge” by Todd Strasser 
11. In what point of view is this story told?  (If it's 3rd person, specify whether it's limited or omniscient.)  Was this a good choice?  Why?


12. What's the time span in which this story is told?  (hours?  days?  months?  years?)


13. Describe the overall structure of the way this story is organized.  (For instance, does it begin in the middle and then move forward using flashbacks?  Is the whole piece a flashback?  Is it told in chronological order with some flashbacks?)



14. Identify one moment when the author chose to "slow down" a scene to provide you with more detail.



15. Identify one place where the author "speeds up" to let you infer what happens and to save you from unnecessary detail.



    “Charles” by Shirley Jackson 
1. In what point of view is this story told?  (If it's 3rd person, specify whether it's limited or omniscient.)  Was this a good choice?  Why?


2. What's the time span in which this story is told?  (hours?  days?  months?  years?)


3. Describe the overall structure of the way this story is organized.  (For instance, does it begin in the middle and then move forward using flashbacks?  Is the whole piece a flashback?  Is it told in chronological order with some flashbacks?)



4. Identify one moment when the author chose to "slow down" a scene to provide you with more detail.



5. Identify one place where the author "speeds up" to let you infer what happens and to save you from unnecessary detail.

