Here are some words you can use to describe word choice.  Please note that this is not meant to be used as a “horizontal table,” but some starters in the left-hand column could match up with ideas from the right-hand column.  

Ex:   Candara Hokely fills her characters’ speech with medical terms, which serves to make the hospital setting authentic.

Ex:  The author, Elsie Polara, fills her characters’ conversations with Southern dialect, and this not only reveals the setting, but since it varies among the characters, it develops their unique traits.  

Ex.  Julianna Whitcomb pauses in each scene with flowery descriptions of nature.  Although some readers appreciate the effects of showing these scenes, I found it annoying as it distracted me from the plot.  In addition, these explanations were unnecessary and did nothing to develop the characters or make the important courthouse setting more authentic.  
	The author uses:


	Possible effects: 

	formal language


	 ---- to show scenes

	Technical language (law, medicine, sports, etc.)

	---- to reveal character traits

	figurative language


	---- to create setting

	informal language


	---- to make characters or plot authentic

	dialect


	---- to reveal a character’s thoughts

	straightforward


	---- to develop voice

	complex

	---- to speed things up 

	descriptive


	---- to slow things down

	excessively wordy 


	---- to emphasize that which is important

	flowery


	---- to point out the differences between or among characters



	slang
	---- to connect to the reader



	repetition
	---- to educate readers


	Historically-situated vocabulary

	---- to create a snapshot


