A Good Title…

From Nancie Atwell

· Fits the whole piece of writing

· Isn’t a label of description (e.g., “When I Went Skiing for the First Time”

· Attracts a reader’s attention – even creates a bit of mystery

· Is grounded in the piece; isn’t too obscure or random

· Gives a hint or taste of the topic or theme to come

· Is memorable

· Generally doesn’t come first:  the author looks back on finished writing for a sense of the focus and So what?  that emerged during drafting and revising

· Is a strong or beautiful combination of words and sounds

· Can replace a working title that the writer uses while the piece is in process

· Is often the result of brainstorming:  of moving to a fresh piece of paper, removing the mental censors, and writing down as many possibilities as the writer’s brain can devise

******************************************************

When should I finish one line

And begin the next?

Some considerations:

1) Where the breath lends itself.  Put a line break where you would want your reader to pause when reading the poem aloud.  Unless, of course, you want enjambment.  

2)  Where the punctuation falls.   Where any punctuation mark occurs is a good, safe place to break the line.  Use it well, use it often, but don’t rely on it entirely.

3)  Where the line break creates an interest in the following line.  Try to pique your reader’s curiosity in

The next line.

4)  When adding white space would cause the reader to pay attention to a specific line. 
5)  When it helps to break up stanzas (sort of like paragraphs but in poems).  This helps give your reader a bit of a “poetic outline” and organizes ideas in poetry.

