Economic Development Commission
April 15, 2021, 6:00 PM
Virtual Meeting
Mansfield, CT
Page

AGENDA
The packet for this meeting is available https://mansfield.civicweb.net/document/26265

CHANGES TO MEETING PROCEDURES DUE TO COVID-19
In accordance with Governor Lamont's Executive Order 7B and social distancing guidelines
recommended by the CDC to slow community spread of COVID-19, this meeting is physically
closed to the public. The public may listen to the meeting live by calling [+1 (669) 224-3412] and
using access code [580-748-213]. Additionally, an archive recording of the meeting will be made
available at https://mansfieldct.gov/video for 12 months.
Public Comment will be accepted by email at MDP@mansfieldct.org or by USPS mail care of
the Mansfield Downtown Partnership, P.O. Box 513, Storrs-Mansfield, CT 06268 and must be
received prior to the meeting.

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

3.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.

Date

3-7

03-18-2021 MINUTES

4.

DISCUSSION ITEMS AT MEETING
The following will be the focus of discussion for this meeting
A.

Approval of By-laws

8 - 11

EDC Bylaws April_2021- FINAL

5.

B.

Update from Subcommittee on Opportunity Zone Support

C.

Update on Agbotic letter to the Planning and Zoning Commission
(PZC)

OTHER BUSINESS
A.
B.

Member Updates- New EDC Members
•

Memo from Mansfield Downtown Partnership Executive
Director Cynthia van Zelm re: Site Selection magazine:

12 - 14

Site Ad Memo
Site Selection Ad Mansfield CT
Site Selection_Banner Ad_Mansfield CT
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C.

•
•

Update on distribution of Mansfield Explore Our Town Guide
PZC public hearings on the J.E Shepard Company and
Capstone Collegiate Communities proposal (April 19 at 7pm);
Agbotic Smart Farm proposal( tentatively scheduled for May
3 at 7pm)

D.

Housing Updates

E.

Business Updates (Openings/Closings)

F.

EDC Calendar

15

EDC Agenda Item Calendar.docx 2021

6.

COMMUNICATIONS
A.

The J.E Shepard Company and Capstone Collegiate Communities
Proposal- Email follow up

B.

Chronicle & CT Mirror Articles- March 2021/ April 2021

16 - 27

03-19-2021
03-24-2021
03-27-2021
03-27-2021
03-27-2021
04-12-2021
04-12-2021
CT Mirror

C.

Letter of recognition to Mansfield Drive-In

28

Letter to Mansfield Drive-In

7.

FUTURE MEETINGS
A.

Upcoming Meeting Schedule
The next regular meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2021

B.

8.

Future Meeting Topics
• Haven Campus Communities Proposal – tentatively in May
• Election of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary

ADJOURNMENT
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Economic Development Commission
March 18, 2021, 6:00 PM
Virtual Meeting
Mansfield, CT

DRAFT MINUTES
Members Present: Chair S. Ferrigno, C. Chukwuogor, D. Fecho, L. Watson, M. Hirschorn, W.
Okeson
Ex-Officio Member Present: A. Moran
Ex-Officio Member Absent: B. Shaiken
Staff Present: C. van Zelm, Executive Director - Mansfield Downtown Partnership, L. Painter,
Director of Planning and Development, and M. Ollennu, Administrative Assistant - Mansfield
Downtown Partnership
Guests: R. Aylesworth (Town Manager), Tom Cody – Robinson & Cole, Amanda Wallis –
Capstone Communities, David Fresk – J. E. Shepard Company, Don Powers – Union Studio
Architecture + Community Design, Mohammed Mohsen – Niles Bolton Associates, Tom Ryan –
Ryan Associates Landscape Architecture, and Geoff Fitzgerald – Bohler Engineering

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chair Ferrigno called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

2. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chukwuogor MOVED, Hirschorn SECONDED, to approve the February 18, 2021 regular
meeting Minutes. Motion PASSED unanimously.

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS AT MEETING
A. Presentation- J.E Shepard Property

Tom Cody, attorney at Robinson & Cole, introduced the development team for the Capstone
Communities/J.E. Shepard ownership team. He gave a brief overview of the upcoming
multifamily housing building project. Mr. Cody noted that members of the team have been
working on the project for three years and have met with the EDC several times in the past. A
special permit application has been submitted to the Planning & Zoning Commission (PZC) and
a public hearing is scheduled for April 19, 2021 on the application.
Don Powers, architect with Union Studio Architect + Community Design, took members through
a three dimensional view of the design of the buildings, the scale of the building to other
buildings in the project’s environs, and the creation and use of modern interior design
techniques and finishes.
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Mohammed Mohsen, architect from Niles Bolton Associates, gave an architectural overview of
the project which is made up of ten residential buildings with a total of 358 units known as the
Villas at Four Corners. The units will include a mix of studios, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom designs. 48
units will be townhomes and 310 units will be stacked flats. The 358 units will include a total of
674 bedrooms with modern interior finishes such as LED lighting, aligning of daylight in living
spaces and interior design with modern amenities. In conclusion, he stated that an additional
12,000 sq. ft. of inside space will be provided for leasing and community amenities. The total
building footprint of the project will be approximately 137,306 sq.ft.
Tom Ryan, with Ryan Associates Landscape Architecture, also briefed members on the
development’s concentration of maintaining the landscape with conservation areas, a
reforestation plan for existing wetlands and woods within the perimeter of the project, and the
provision of public and private amenities such as walking trails, bocce courts, Frisbee golf,
picnic tables, pollinator and rain gardens, the restoration of a colonial era cold storage for food
preservation, a multi-purpose artificial turf area, fire pits, a climbing wall and an emphasis on an
innovative storm water filtration system. Most of the outdoor amenities will be open to the
general public.
Mr. Cody said the project will include 30 affordable units and 15 workforce units. The team is
seeking a maximum density bonus under the Town multi-family regulations. They have spoken
to the Mansfield Housing Authority about a $1.4 million fee in lieu payment to be used toward an
affordable housing project. A parking garage on site also meets one of the density bonus
requirements.
The Villas at Four Corners will have significant economic impact through an increase tax base
to the Town, the creation of other extended businesses such as restaurants and retail shops in
the Four Corners area to cater for the increased residential population, the creation of 150-200
construction jobs, and the addition of 20 or more full-time and part-time positions once the
project is operational.
The project also meets the provisions of Mansfield’s Plan of Conservation and Development by
encouraging growth in the Four Corners, increasing affordable housing, and improving quality of
life by creating housing opportunities outside of traditional neighborhoods.
Ferrigno thanked Mr. Cody and other team members present for an in-depth presentation and
asked EDC members if they had any questions, suggestions or comments. A period of
questions and answers followed.
Chukwuogor suggested going beyond the affordable housing efforts as noted. Mr. Cody noted
the options provided for a fee in lieu of creating more affordable options included developing a
housing trust fund or finding a specific project to receive the money. They chose the latter as
noted above.
Chukwuogor asked when the project will begin. Mr. Cody said next steps include the special
permit approval, and state traffic and stormwater permits. They are at least a year away from
construction.
Hirschorn asked what they need from the EDC. Mr. Cody said the public hearing will open and
the development team will make a presentation. He said the Town hired its own peer
consultants on behalf of the PZC to review the application. The development team and those
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consultants have had an on-going dialogue and the consultants will present their findings at the
hearing. Once the hearing is closed, the PZC will deliberate. The final decision on approving
the special permit is the PZC.
Mr. Cody said if the EDC favors the project, a letter of support to the PZC would be much
appreciated.
Ferrigno asked about a commuter van as mentioned in a prior presentation. Mr. Cody said the
project envisions the provision of a private shuttle bus to Downtown Storrs and the UConn
campus for residents of the apartments and the public.
Watson asked if a traffic study for Middle Turnpike was required. Mr. Fitzgerald said a traffic
study was done and showed minimal impact to Middle Turnpike. There has been a third party
review and those comments are being reviewed.
Fecho asked about maintenance costs. Mr. Cody said the maintenance costs will be taken care
of by the owner.
Chukwuogor asked how the public will know about the amenities. Mr. Cody and Mr. Ryan said
signage and info on the Town website (if applicable) will help get the word out.
Ferrigno suggested that a letter of support should be sent to the PZC in support of the J.E.
Shepard/Captsone Communities proposal. Watson MOVED to have Chair Ferrigno write a letter
of support, Chukwuogor SECONDED. MOTION passed unanimously.
The J.E. Shepard/Capstone Communities team left the meeting.

B. Discussion of Referral from PZC re: Temporary Extension of Outdoor Dining
Provisions.

Painter briefed members on the Governor’s Executive Order 7MM which will increase Indoor
dining to 100% capacity. She noted that businesses will still be required to maintain social
distancing which might be difficult in practice. She referred to proposed Town regulations to
extend the outdoor dining provisions from spring 2020 to December 31, 2021. Watson MOVED
to have Chair Ferrigno draft a letter of support to the PZC, Fecho SECONDED. Motion PASSED
unanimously.

C. Recommendation of member to the Water System Advisory Committee to
Town Committee on Committees.

Painter briefed members on the need to have an EDC member on the Water System Advisory
Committee which will need to start reviewing projects such as the J.E. Shepard/Capstone
Communities project. Former EDC member Adrienne McPherson had served on the Committee
but with her resignation on the EDC, a spot opened up. Watson volunteered to serve on the
Committee. Chair Ferrigno and members thanked Watson for graciously agreeing to serve on
the Committee.

D. Approval of By- Laws

Ferrigno asked for any changes to the final draft of the EDC bylaws. Chukwuogor asked
whether meetings could be set for six months per year vs. every month. Moran said it is easier
to cancel a meeting than to set a special meeting. She suggested sticking to the annual
calendar of meetings that the EDC set in January.
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Chukwuogor asked about clarifying what is an acceptable reason to miss three meetings in a
row. Moran and Ferrigno suggested adding “unexcused” meetings to the draft bylaws with
respect to determining whether a member is considered to have resigned. Ferrigno and van
Zelm will work on the necessary changes for further discussion at the next meeting.

5. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Member Updates- New EDC Members

Ferrigno updated members on his outreach to possible new members. He has one person
interested thus far who he will refer to Town Manager Aylesworth for consideration.

B. Staff Updates

Van Zelm updated members on the Four Town Economic Vitality Plan and developments so far
with meetings aimed at fine tuning a regional calendar that will connect to Town calendars, and
inventory of assets. An update was also given on the continuing distribution of the Mansfield
Your Place to Grow guides to realtors, chambers of commerce, and human resource offices in
and around Mansfield with plans to distribute to other locations. Van Zelm informed members of
an advertisement to promote Mansfield in Site Selection magazine with a further update at the
next meeting.

C. Business Updates (Closings/Openings)

Van Zelm said there is a sign for Farm Fork Café in University Plaza but she does not have
further updates at this time.

D. Housing Updates

Painter briefed members on the PZC’s approval of a special permit for Mill Court Ceramics for
the opening of a pottery studio that will have on site classes. A special permit for Earth
Dynamics to store their products was also approved by the PZC. She updated members on the
upcoming public hearing schedule for April 19 at 6:30 p.m. for the Agbotic Smart Farm proposal.
She commented that two other potential applications will also be forwarded to the EDC for
review.

E. EDC Calendar

There was no discussion on the calendar.

6. COMMUNICATIONS
All noted.

7. FUTURE MEETINGS
A. Upcoming Meeting Schedule

Next regular meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

B. Future Meeting Topics

Ferrigno will meet with staff to discuss future topics.
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8. ADJOURNMENT

Ferrigno thanked Mr. Hirschorn for his long standing and active service on the EDC as this was
his last meeting. EDC members also applauded Mr. Hirschorn’s contributions.
Ferrigno adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by:
Mary Ahima Ollennu
Administrative Assistant
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March 23April 15, 2021 FINAL DRAFT

BYLAWS
Of
MANSFIELD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Effective ________2021

ARTICLE I
Purpose and Authorization
The objectives and purposes of the Economic Development Commission
(“Commission”) of Mansfield, Connecticut are those set forth in Chapter 17: Economic
Development Commission of the Town of Mansfield Code of Ordinances. The
Commission may accept other responsibilities as assigned to the Commission by the
Mansfield Town Council.
ARTICLE II
Name
The Commission shall be known as the Economic and Development Commission of
Mansfield, Connecticut.
ARTICLE III
Office
All Commission official records shall be kept in the Town Clerk’s office in the Mansfield
Town Hall, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building.
ARTICLE IV
Order of Business
Section 1. Unless otherwise determined by the Chair, or unless scheduled in advance,
the order of business at regular meetings shall be as follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Call to Order and Roll Call
Opportunity for Public Comment
Approval of Minutes
Discussion Items at Meeting
Other Business
Communications
Future Meetings
Adjournment
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ARTICLE V
Membership
Section 1. The terms of office shall be specified in the Mansfield Code of Ordinances.
Section 2. All members shall either live in the town of Mansfield or own or operate a
business in the town of Mansfield.
Section 3. All members, with the exception of the ex-officio members, will be appointed
by the Mansfield Town Manager.
Section 4. There shall be two Town Council ex-officio members. Ex-officio members
cannot vote.
Section 5. No member of the Commission shall appear for or represent any person, firm
or corporation or other entity in any matter pending before the Commission. No
member of the Commission shall participate in a decision of the Commission upon any
matter in which he/she is directly or indirectly interested in a personal or financial sense.
In the event of such disqualification, such fact shall be entered on the records of the
Commission and the disqualified member shall leave the table and not participate
further. When disqualification is questionable, the Chair shall make the final decision.
Whenever the issue of disqualification occurs, the subject Commission member shall
immediately notify the Chair that he/she is considering disqualification.
Commented [CAv1]: Added unexcused absences per March 18
EDC meeting.

Section 6. Any Commission member absent for three (3) unexcused consecutive
meetings without justifiable reason as determined by majority vote of the Commission
shall be considered to have resigned, and the Chair shall so notify the appointing
authority through the office of the Town Clerk.
Section 7. All members shall conduct themselves in accordance with the “Code of
Ethics” Ordinance as adopted by the Mansfield Town Council effective June 23, 2012,
as may be amended from time to time.
ARTICLE VI
Officers and their Duties
Section 1. The officers of the Commission shall consist of a Chair, Vice Chair, and a
Secretary.
Section 2. The Commission may elect or appoint a Chair, a Vice Chair and a Secretary,
who shall have the duties, powers, and functions as hereinafter provided. All officers
2
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shall be elected or appointed to hold office, at the pleasure of the Commission in
October of every year. All officers must be Commission members.
Section 3. Any officer elected or appointed by the Commission may be removed by the
Commission with or without cause. In the event of death, resignation or removal of any
officer, the Commission, in its discretion, may elect or appoint a successor to fill the
unexpired term of his or her predecessor.
Section 4. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Commission; and shall have,
and be responsible for, the management of the business of the Commission, subject to
the orders and resolutions of the Commission, and shall implement or cause to be
implemented all of the orders and resolutions of the Commission. The Chair shall have
the authority to appoint committees, and call special meetings.
Section 5. During the absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall exercise the
powers and functions of the Chair. In addition, the Vice Chair shall perform such other
and further duties as shall be designated by the Commission or the Chair.
Section 6. The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records of the Commission, act for
the Chair and Vice Chair in their absence, and, with the assistance of such staff as is
available, provide for notice of all meetings of Commission members, and attend to all
correspondence of the Commission.
ARTICLE VII
Subcommittees
Section 1. The Commission shall have the authority to create subcommittees for
purposes and terms as approved by the Commission.
ARTICLE VIII
Meetings
Section 1. Regular meetings shall be held on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00
pm, at an appropriate place designated by the Commission in the town of Mansfield or
in such other manner as may be permitted by applicable ordinance, regulation or law,
including, without limitation, by entirely remote access as determined by the Chair. In
the event of conflict with holidays, or other events, a majority at any meeting may
change the date of the meeting. The Secretary or staff shall notify the members of
special meetings no less than 24 hours of such meeting. In accordance with the
requirements of the Freedom of Information Act, a schedule of regular meetings for the
calendar year shall be adopted by the Commission and filed with the Town Clerk prior to
January 31.

3
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Section 2. The Commission shall meet at least six times per year.
Section 3. A majority (5) of the total membership of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum. To take action on any matter, a majority of the members present and voting
shall be required.
Section 4. All Commission meetings shall be open to the public unless a majority of the
Commission members present and voting decide to enter into an executive session, as
provided for in Chapter 3 of the State Statutes.
ARTICLE IX
Execution of Instruments
All instruments and documents shall be signed or countersigned, executed, verified or
acknowledged by such officer or officers or other person or persons as the Commission
may time to time designate.
ARTICLE X
Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the entire voting membership of
the Commission only after the proposed change has been read and discussed at a
previous meeting, except that the Bylaws may be changed at any meeting by the
affirmative vote of seven members of the Commission.

T:\_Common Work\Economic-Development\ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION\Subcommittees\Commission
Governance & Bylaws\Bylaws\2021\EDC Bylaws FINALApril_2021.doc

4
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MEMO
To:
CC:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Economic Development Commission
Mansfield Town Council; Mansfield Downtown Partnership Board of Directors
Cynthia van Zelm, Executive Director
April 8, 2021
Mansfield Ad in Site Selection Magazine

MANSFIELD AD IN SITE SELECTION MAGAZINE
The Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) partnered with Site
Selection magazine to do a feature on our state in their March issue, highlighting recent strides in
business development and retention, growing industries, strong education system, etc. As part of this
project, DECD encouraged municipalities to take advantage of this feature by purchasing ads to run
alongside it.
Because Site Selection is focused on “information for expansion planning decision-makers,” Mansfield
chose to promote its Opportunity Zone, location of the UConn Tech Park, educated work force, and
attractiveness as a place to live. In addition to our print ad, we received a banner ad on the
publication’s website for 12 months. The digital ad differs from the print ad (due to size) with the
emphasis on the Opportunity Zone.
The issue was published in the last week of February and is available to read online here:
https://siteselection.com/digitalEdition/2021/mar/
The feature on Connecticut begins on page 176-177 in the reader (page 167 of the document).
Mansfield’s ad is on page 190 (180).
We also created a landing page which is linked to both the banner ad and the ad in the digital version of
the publication. The print ad references the site, which is mansfieldct.gov/site.
The landing page provides more details on the four highlighted topics as well as links for more
information.
This approach allowed us to keep our ad simple and eye-catching (important given the size of the
space purchased and the number of competing ads) and to provide even more information than would
be possible in the ad.

Attachments
1. Ad for print publication
2. Banner ad for website

23 Royce Circle | P.O. Box 513 | Storrs, CT 06268 | 860.429.2740 | mdp@mansfieldct.org
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Connecticut’s Largest
Opportunity Zone

Top 25 Best Places
to Live in CT

Home of UConn
& UConn Tech Park

Educated Workforce

Niche.com
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EDC Agenda Item Calendar
Updated March, 2021

May 20, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (P&Z Reg Rev)
quarterly reports are due.

September 23, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach, Gov
& Bylaws, UConn Collab, and Opp. Zone)
quarterly reports need to be prepared.

June 17, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach,
Gov & Bylaws, UConn Collab, and Opp
Zone) quarterly report needs to be
prepared.

July 15, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach,
Gov & Bylaws, UConn Collab and Opp
Zone) quarterly reports are due.
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEE (P&Z Reg Rev)
quarterly report needs to be prepared.

August 19, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (P&Z Reg Rev)
quarterly report is due.
 Prepare for Small Business Saturday

October 21, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach,
Gov & Bylaws, UConn Collab, and Opp
Zone) quarterly reports are due.
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (P&Z Reg Rev)
quarterly report needs to be prepared.
November 18, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach,
Gov & Bylaws, UConn Collab, and Opp
Zone) quarterly reports are due.
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (P&Z Reg Rev)
quarterly report is due.

December 16, 2021
6:00 PM Conference Room B
 EDC SUB-COMMITTEES (Bus Outreach, Gov
& Bylaws, UConn Collab, and Opp. Zone)
quarterly reports need to be prepared.
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act

“Today was a balancing act when
it came to a few of these bills,” state
Sen. Cathy Osten, D-Sprague, said
in a release earlierthis month.
“I did vote for them. But on
the Senate floor, during the debate
on PILOT funding, I did express
my ?ustration at the way different
regions of this state are treated
when it comes to state spending.”

aiancing

The new legislation standardizes
he PILOT formula so smaller or
ess-affluent towns with large numof state-owned property get
Jers
now funding.
Windham and Mans?eld are both
in Tier 1, meaning they will receive
a minimum of 50 percent of the
property taxes that wouldhave been
paid to the municipality had the
property been privately owned.

iercent.

eceive a ininimum of 50 percent of
he non-taxable properties’ assessed
value,Tier 2 could receive 40 per;ent and Tier 3 could receive 30

:ontinuecl from Pager

-

Osten said the state should work property.
Exact results of thenew law will
harder to help out the most disbe known until the annual budnot
PILOT
and
the
new
tressed towns
gets are compiled.
formula was a good start.
The state legislature would need
“That’s where our state dollars
should go, based on poverty, so that to appropriate at least $143 million
we’re not putting these towns in a i.n additional state revenue every
more dif?cult position,” Osten said. year into The future to fully impleOsten said cities and towns have ment the new funding plan, Osten
to either increase local property said,
Local impacts
taxes or cut local services to make
In the Windham and Mans?eld
up the difference from lost revenue
area, much of the nontaxable propfrom state-ownedproperty.
“Cities and towns‘ lose out on col- erty includes Eastern Connecticut
lecting local property taxes when State University in Willimantie and
they have ‘non-taxable’ property the University of Connecticut in
in town such as hospitals, airports, Storrs.
private universities, state-owned -Windham Town Manager Jim
property and other land,” Osten Rivers said Windham may receive
around an additional $1 million
wrote.
Connecticut has from this law.
“For years,
The town currently receives about
not spent enough on such PILOT
grants, setting aside only about 25 $1,556,000 in PILOT revenue.
“It’s de?nitely a good move for
percent of whatis needed.”
The three tiers funding 30, 40 and Windham,” Rivers said. “Expenses
50 percent of the estimatedproperty keep rising, but when PILOT stays
taxes help to make up the difference level, it’s really a reduction. lt’s
from lost revenue from state-owned good to see that the formula has

Haddad and Johnson approved
Johnson, the act during the House vote on
D-Willimantic, said multiple town Feb. 24.
“The presence of the University
officials and legislators submitted
of Connecticut has always been
testimony on the bill.
Johnson has been advocating for interesting in the PILOT formu-

‘

Susan

—

'

-

la,” Haddad said. “Over 50 percent
increased PILOT funds for years.
“The new system will de?nitely of the total value of property in
be a plus for Windham, because Mans?eld is tax-exempt."
I-Iaddad said the Town of
we have such a high percentage of
may receive an additionMans?eld
situaPILOT
properties that are in
?ons almost half of the propernr al $4.5 million.
According to budget documents
in the WillirnanticService District,”
on the town’s website, Mans?eld
Johnson said.
was receiving about $8,204,550 in
According to Johnson, the towns
have not received any additional PILOT funding.
Mansfield Town Manager Ryan
funding yet.
The law reworks the fonnula the Aylesworth said additional PILOT
state appropriations committeewill funding helps outthe average resi,
dent and business-owner.
PILOT funding.
use todistribute
“That could be an astronomical
When the next ?scal budget is
created, the committeewill be able amountof relief that could be proto better distribute state funding to vided to residentialand commercial
taxpayers and private landowners
towns in need.
State’ Rep. Gregg Haddad, in town,” Aylesworth .said. “It’s
this act was one quite signi?cant.”
D-Mans?e1d,_said
F allow Claire Galvin on Twitter
of many that involvedhow the state
@CGalvinTC.
funding.
allocates

I

been adjusted.”
State Rep,

Legislation to benefit Mansfield, Windham

c.

the clhroniele,\it?:l|imantic,Conh., Friday, March 19,2021
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dining was allowed
has been.
“That has proven to be
In February, she visits
a good business model,” Florida for work and sa
Jessurunsaid.
there were loose guideline
Princevalle said with the in place there.
weatherbeing nice, the out“It wasj ust very laid back
door seating at The Farmer’s Rodgers said.
Cow restaurant has been at
That's where she got ti
full capacity.
.
Last year, the restaurant
She found out she ha
added four picnic tables and COVID-19soon after rerun
now has 10 tables outside.
ing ?om her Florida trip.
They plan to add more
“It was so scary,” Rodger
outdoor games, as. wel1‘as said, noting the second wee
improved
landscaping, was the worst and she gt
Princevaliesaid
headaches and was congesw
Being’ able to stay open ed. “I’m a lot luck.ierthat
until 11 p.m. rather than a lot of people who hav
10 pm.
a rule that went gotten it.”
into effect March 19
has
not made any difference in
businessfor Fenton River \
Grill, Dog Lane Cafe’or The
Farmer’s Cow Calfe.
As always, customers
must wear masks and social- N
ly distance when visiting
Connecticut restaurants.
Customers at Dog Lane‘
Café said Thursdaythey felt a
it was an appropriate time for
the restrictions to be loos-t
enerl
‘
“I think they have gone.
through enough this year,”l
said
Seymour
resident
Linda Criscio, referring to
‘

_

New limitsnot impacting
restaurants

‘

‘

I

'

wan

allnwprl

—

—

more

'

—

’

baa been

,

Continued from Page 1
“It’s
of a feel-good
thing,” Fenton River Grilll
Dog Lane Café co-owner
Barry Jessunm said. “I don‘t
see anything wrong with
that.”
Capacity limitsat Connecticut restaurants have varied
during the pandemic.
Before March 19, indoor
capacity at restaurants was
limitedto 50 percent.
A year ago, restaurants
were takeout and delivery
only, no indoor dining and
outdoor dining at reduced
capacity.
VV1th
vaccinationsup, there
is a hint of optimism, but in
recent days there has been an
uptick in positivity rates
l
and a realistic approach to Owen Smith, a supervisor
at
the lifting of some protocols. Seymour. Mans?eldresident the Dog Lane Cafe, above, takes an order for Linda Criscio of
Irene Dionne,below at the cafe, said she is glad restaurant
capacity restrictions were loosened. MichelleWarren| Staff
Mans?eld
Just like Dog Lane in Storrs Connecticut
businesses.
and the Fenton River Grill in
However, she said she
Mans?eld, the new rules did would be “apprehensive”
not really change the capaci- until more
Connecticutresity at The Farmer is Cow Calfe dents are
vaccinated.
& Creamery, which is at486 . “Ijust dor1’t
want us to take
Storrs Road across from the two steps back,”Criscio said.
East Brook Mall.
Mans?eld resident Irene
“I would say that it just Dionne, another Dog
Lane
5 made
people feel better Cafe’ customer, said it was
’. coming out,” said Coryn “about time” for the restricPrincevalle, operations man- tions to be loosened.
ager of The Farn-ier’s Cow
“I think we all know how
Calfe &Creamery.
to live with COVID,” she
The Fenton River Grill said.
. is right up the street from
Dionne, who wasvacciThe Famier’s Cow, while nated, said her comfort
level
Dog Lane Cafe’ is near the has increased now that more
University of Connecticut. people are being vaccinated.
Jessurun
chief execu“I think it empowered me,”
tive of?cer/chief ?nancial she said, referring to‘ her vacofficer of the Green Valley clnation.
Hospitality Group, which
Salem
resident_ Lily
owns Fenton River Grill, Rodgers, a senior at UConn
Dog Lane Cafe’ and two who was dining with her
other restaurants
said friend,UConnseniorMiranda
their restaurants are known Wright of Westport, at Dog
for outdoor dining.
Lane Thursday, said she" is ,
He said they would not “pretty pleased” with what‘
have signed leases at their she’s seen in Connecticut,l
restaurants unless outdoor compared to other places she
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One year ago, restaurateurs were

wondering if the
sea of tmcertainty about their future,
their
coronaviruspandemic would permanentlyend
businesses.
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but the
In 2021, however, there is some optimism,
levels
dollars are not yet rolling in at pre-pandemic
li?ed
one week a?er ConnecticutGov. Ned Lamont
indoor capacity limits on eateries.
week,
With several days of warm weatherthe past
outdoor
Hospital has
local diners have been taking advantage of
_
dining options.
increased
But while the nice weather has led to
V
capacity
business at some local restaurants, the new
W-'-‘,9_»Ma'n S‘, .,wmlmamc“
rule has not had much of an impact.
.
wh¢~requ;m‘pre.°p—
big
Those
That’s because many local businesses aren't
we
(eating Wm‘bewgiven
given
enough to return to 100 percent capacity yet,
social
tables must still be spaced six feet apart due to
distancing protocols.
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Antonia Moran
Mayor
March 17, 2021
Naomi Jungden
Mansfield Drive-In Theatre & Marketplace
228 Stafford Road
Mansfield, CT 06250
Dear Naomi:
As the Mansfield Drive-In Theatre & Marketplace embarks on its 67th season, we would like to extend
our hearty congratulations for your business being named among Fodor’s “10 of the Best Drive-In
Movie Theaters Around the Country” of 2020.
To be recognized as among the best in the nation is an honor to be proud of at any time. To maintain
such a high standard of service during a national crisis is especially impressive. Well done!
No summer in Connecticut is complete without a visit to the Mansfield Drive-In. We appreciate all of
your efforts last summer to maintain this beloved tradition for residents and visitors and for finding
creative ways to serve the community by hosting graduations in your unique setting. We look forward to
not only more movies this season but also to the reopening of eastern Connecticut’s largest flea
market. Thank you for bringing increasing numbers of visitors to Mansfield!
Mansfield is proud to be a great place in which to live, do business, work, learn, play and visit. With the
services you provide to our residents and our region, you are helping to reinforce what differentiates our
proud community. When consumers and other business owners enjoy great products and services,
they will make a point to return to your establishment, and to other businesses here, too.
If there is anything we can do to support your business in keeping it among the top attractions in the
area, please do not hesitate to reach out to us or to Mansfield Downtown Partnership Executive
Director Cynthia van Zelm, who leads economic development efforts on behalf of the Town.
We sincerely appreciate that you chose to plant your business here in Mansfield and want to live up to
our promise that Mansfield is “your place to grow.”
Congratulations again to you and all your staff for receiving this honor and best of luck as you embark
on a new season.
Sincerely,

Antonia Moran , Mayor
Town Council

Steven Ferrigno, Chair
Economic Development Commission

Audrey P. Beck Building | 4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT 06268 | 860.429.3336 | mansfieldct.gov
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