The public hearing is the 1st hearing in support of a potential Fiscal Year 2020 Small Cities Community Development
Block Grant application. The Small Cities CDBG program is a federally funded program through the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development. Federal funds are granted to the State of Connecticut Department of Housing and the
Town participates in an annual, competitive application process.
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The Small Cities Program has the primary goal of the program as the development of viable communities by the
provision of decent housing and a suitable living environment and expanding economic opportunities, principally for
persons of low‐ and moderate income. The objectives of the program are (1)assisting low‐ and moderate‐income
families, (2) eliminating/preventing slums and blight in the community, and/or (3) alleviating existing conditions that
pose a serious and immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community.
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For the FY2020 grant cycle, the Department of Housing will award grants to eligible cities and towns of approximately
$12 million. Towns will be able to apply for monies in the following categories. In addition to the activities listed on the
slide, economic development projects are also a major category eligible for funding.
COVID‐19 Funding
In addition to the annual grant cycle, Congress recently appropriated additional CDBG funding to assist with COVID‐19
recovery efforts. At this time we are still awaiting final guidance from the State of Connecticut with regard to the
activities that will be eligible for funding as part of a separate grant application process.
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One of the goals of this evening’s hearing is to obtain input from residents and other stakeholders on Mansfield’s
community development and housing needs. Citizens play an important role in the process. You provide possible ideas
for needed projects in the community, the type of improvements included in a project, and whether a project moves
forward. You also have input on how a project moves forward, if funded and an assessment of how the project was
completed. Your comments are always welcome and integral to a successful overall project.
Housing Rehabilitation Program
Mansfield has participated in the Small Cities program for decades and has completed numerous successful projects with
Small Cities assistance.. The Town’s housing rehabilitation program started in the 1980s. As of the end of March, the
Town has approximately 100 outstanding loans valued at $1.3 million. As loans are repaid, the funds received are used to
assist other property owners. Due to significant repayments received in the last year, the Town currently has over
$120,000 to assist five homeowners currently in the pipeline. We are also anticipating additional loan repayments
estimated at $54,000 in the coming year.
Previous Activities
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A list of the ten most recent grant awards and projects funded through Program Income Amendments is summarized in this slide
and included as an attachment to the Agenda Item Summary for this public hearing.
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The Town is holding a public hearing tonight to receive comments from interested citizens/groups as to a potential
application for Mansfield. The Town Council will approve a project for application. The Town Council will meet tonight
following this hearing to review all comments and to approve a project to move forward. A grant application is due to
the State Department of Housing on May 22, 2020. Grant awards will be made on August 2, 2020. The Town, if awarded
will have 24 months to complete the project.
As further described in the Agenda Item Summary for this hearing, the Town initially identified assisting with installation
of a new community septic system at White Oak Condominiums as a top priority for the FY20 grant round. However, we
were unable to obtain verification that at least 51% of the owners/tenants met the income eligibility requirements of the
grant. Staff will continue to work with owners and tenants to verify eligibility with a goal of submitting an application for
the FY21 grant cycle. Staff also considered filing for additional housing rehabilitation assistance, however, given the
current amount of program income and anticipated repayments, sufficient funds exist to continue the housing
rehabilitation program at this time.
After determining that housing rehabilitation funding was not a primary need for this grant round, staff considered needs
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that might be eligible for funding under a different category. Based on needs identified by Fire Chief Raiola, staff has identified a
proposed application for $700,000 in funding to purchase a hybrid aerial/pumper truck for Station 207 located at the Four
Corners. Both Station 107 and 207 are located in a census tract that meets the low‐moderate income benefit requirement to be
eligible for funding through CDBG. (Turn over to Fran to discuss need for vehicle and associated staffing implications.)
The Town anticipates applying for $700,000. The Town would need to contribute approximately $450,000 toward the truck ‐
$250,000 that is in a reserve account and $200,000 in next year’s budget
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Now it’s your turn to comment on any of the items that I spoke about, and especially the purchase of fire equipment. If
there are no other comments, I thank you for your participation. Citizen participation is always welcome and you can
contact Mary Bromm at 860‐779‐5355 or Jillene Woodmansee at 860.429.3341 during business hours.
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